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On the day when Rabbi died the Rabbis decreed a public fast and offered prayers for heavenly mercy. They furthermore ,
announced that whoever said that Rabbi was dead would be stabbed with a sword. Rabbi's handmaid ascended the roof and
prayed: 'The immortals desire Rabbi [to join them] and the mortals desire Rabbi [to remain with them]; may it be the will [of God]
that the mortals may overpower the immortals'. When, however, she saw how often he resorted to the privy, painfully taking off
his tefillin and putting them on again, she prayed: 'May it be the will [of the Almighty] that the immortals may overpower the
mortals'. As the Rabbis incessantly continued their prayers for heavenly mercy she took up a jar and threw it down from the roof
to the ground. For a moment, they ceased praying and the soul of Rabbi departed to its eternal rest.
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