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The one who had won the right to the incense took the dish from the middle of the spoon and gave it to his friend
or his relative. If some of it spilled into the spoon, he would put it into his hands. They used to instruct him: Be
careful not to begin immediately in front of you or else you may burn yourself. He then began to scatter the incense
and [after finishing] went out. The one who burned the incense did not do so until the superintendent said to him:
burn the incense. If it was the high priest who burned: he would say to him: Sir, high priest, burn the incense.
Everyone left and he burned the incense and bowed down and went out.
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22. R’ SOLOVEITCHIK, KOL DODI DOFEK

In the second dimension of man’s existence, destiny, the question of suffering takes on new form. What is an
Existence of Destiny? It is an active existence, when man confronts the environment into which he has been cast
with an understanding of his uniqueness and value, freedom and capacity; without compromising his integrity and
independence in his struggle with the outside world. The slogan of the “I” of destiny is: “Against your will you are
born, and against your will you die” (M. Avot 4:22), but by your free will do you live. Man is born as an object, dies
as an object, but it is within his capability to live as a “subject” — as a creator and innovator who impresses his
individual imprimatur on his life and breaks out of a life of instinctive, automatic behavior into one of creative
activity. According to Judaism, man’s mission in this world is to turn fate into destiny — an existence that is passive
and influenced into an existence that is active and influential; an existence of compulsion, perplexity, and
speechlessness into an existence full of will, vision, and initiative.

23. SHEMOS 3:5

IB"_III?J'_] Yun ;I|'7U]_'7\._|)' avh! 1_]|_)]_']-I7N NN And He said: 'Draw not nigh hither; put off
T ET AR E TS T ST T thy shoes from off thy feet, for the pl
NINUTP-NOTN IV IV AR WK DIpRD L o o S e Pes




24. CHOFETZ CHAIM AL HATORAH

" MER YR 2P 0D 7Rty by w
(71 73) 400 wTp neIs ey

oepY YAy RT3 SR 39phaY DI MDY ot 2331 opb 932
qBRDY 73PN A7 WD PN 12T KT RO MIPAY PI 1YY pANED
S DY9YIaR DOPTY 9D 2N

TNR PP TIPS OPan YPB oY Sw ,wn? A7apn (uRe 1N
A3 0P T ANR PR DPBR D1 12 NYTIDR AYhDA AR vDRY
qODIT DAY PANY KRYK LRIWT PTP WP DR VI WK DPpLR 733
BONE K89 0 ,MOND DD T DMNPRAN DWW ABRN R 9TID70
JBMR PRd WP P hR Am? 3MR DT 90 A 9P Nty
IR FIAIS DPDD P DR 238 NYTINM AL 2P P KN pnn
=PRI Y2, ,2WNDN MY MR APEN ANwTR MY P53 Dipnin nvane
A0 TP BT 9231 DIPB 202 D LN PERa MY T NN TR
MPoan dYn ORI w0 DR DNRY Pse 8OR

25. VICTOR FRANKEL, MANS SEARCH FOR MEANING

We had to learn ourselves and, furthermore, we had to teach the despairing men, that it did not really
matter what we expected from life, but rather what life expected from us. We needed to stop asking about
the meaning of life, and instead to think of ourselves as those who were being questioned by life — daily
and hourly. Our answer must consist, not in talk and meditation, but in right action and right conduct. Life
ultimately means taking the responsibility to find the right answer to its problems and to fulfill the tasks
which it constantly sets for each individual.

These tasks, and therefore the meaning of life, differ from man to man, and from moment to moment.
Thus it is impossible to define the meaning of life in a general way. Questions about the meaning of life
can never be answered by sweeping statements. “Life” does not mean something vague, but something
very real and concrete, just as life’s tasks are very real and concrete. They form man’s destiny, which is
different and unique for each individual. No man and no destiny can be compared with any other man or
any other destiny. No situation repeats itself, and each situation calls for a different response...
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27. RAV SOLOVEITCHIK, VISIONS OF GREATNESS

“Ra’oh ra’iti et oni ammi—I have surely seen the affliction of
My people that is in Egypt” (Ex. 3:7). The Midrash asks why the
phrase “ra’oh ra’iti, I have surely seen,” is used, when “ra’iti, I
have seen,” would have been sufficient. The Midrash answers
beautifully, “Moshe, attah ro'eh re'iyah ahat, va-ani ro'eh shetet
re’iyot”—you see the people only from one viewpoint, and I see
the people from multiple viewpoints (Ex. Rabbah 3:1). You see
the people simply as primitive pagans who, because of slavery
and oppression and misery, are not the successors of the mission
that Abraham tried to pass on to his children. They are not My
people. However, I see two things. It is true that from time to
time they may stoop very low. They may fall. But these people
have the tremendous ability to rise suddenly. Your estimation of
your people is wrong. As a human being, you see only the sur-
face; your glance cannot penetrate into the innermost essence of
My people. “Ra’oh ra%iti®—I can see from a multiple viewpoint
the pain and the distress of “ammi, My people.” You gave up on
them; I did not. When you encountered the two feuding Jews
and were the target of informers, you gave up and ran away and
assimilated yourself into the Midianite community. But I have
not given up. The word am is a derivative of im; they are My
people, and I am with them.
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31. SHULCHAN ARUCH, 624
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Hakaras HaTov to Rabbi Dovid Bashevkin, Rabbi Elie Mischel, and Rabbi Eli Belizon, all of whom made contributions
to this shiur.
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