7"02

Yeshiva University’s
Center for the Jewish Future
and
Congregation Keter Torah present

Mourning for
Yerushalayim in 2019

Tisha B’Av 5779

Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter

jschacte@yu.edu

August 11,2019 « v"y2naR ™

The Worldwide Webcast is sponsored

in appreciation of Rabbi Dr. Jacob ]J. Schacter & Yeshiva University and in commemoration
of the 41st Yahrzeit for Helen Friedman Kuflik, Hodel Ruchama bat Avraham Shlomo v’Etta
Malka, and in memory of Betty Blum Rockoff, Bryna Ita bas Chanoch Henoch V’'Bayna
Rachel, by Dr. Avi and Shuli Rockoff of Boston.

Tisha B'av Presentation hosted and sponsored
by Congregation Keter Torah, and by

Diana & Michael Feintuch and family to commemorate the yartzeit of Michael’s
grandfather, Dovid Leib ben Shmuel Zelleg, David Boodman, z”I

Batya & Nachman Paul to commemorate the yartzeit of Batya’s grandfather,
Chaim Eliezer ben Zalman, Eli Muller, z”], and in memory of Rochel Leah bat Moshe,
Rochelle Shoretz, z”1
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YOMTOBR'S SPEECH.

TLHE WHITE-ROBED MONK,

he was going to the cruel work he used every morn-
ing to immolatc a host, all be-blooded—{or he was a
priest—to such a degree had he persuaded himself
with his blinded mind, and tried also to persuade
others that the work on which he was engaged was a
religious onc. And when the machines were put ift
position he used to help with fervent zeal according
to his strength. Hence it happened that approach-
ing the wall rather incautiously, he did not notice a
hugh rock coming down upon him, thereupon he fell
forward crushed, and on being lifted up immediately
expired. And it is declared that the greater crimi-
nality of that rash deed was with him who, by an
unlucky chance, was the only one of our men to all
in that pluace.®

When the machines were thus moved into position,
the taking of the ‘Tower became certain, and it was
no longer doubtful that the fatal hour was nearing
for the besieged. On the following night the
besiegers were quiet, rejoicing in the certainty of
their approaching victory, But the Jews were brave,
and braced up by their very despair, had little rest,
discussing what they should do in such an extremity.
Now there was there a certain old man, a most

o here was a Premonstratensian Abbey at Welbeck (Dugdale,
ii., 873) which was largely supporled by the Fauconbridges, one
of whom was ringleader in the York massacre (Chron. de Melsa,
i, 151). The monk here mentioned was probably a relative of
the Fauconbridges, or related to Richard of Cuckney, Richard
Malebyssc's squire (£ R., Mo. 124), as Cuckney is just in the
neightbourhood of Welheek, It was probably the death of this
monls that made the leaders of the rivt so incensed.

]

famous Doctor of the Law,* according to the letter
that kills, who, it is said, had come from parts
beyond the sca to teach the English Jews. He
was honoured by all and was obeyed by all as if he
had been one of the prophets. When, therefore,
he was asked his advice on that occasion, he replied,
“ God to whom none shall say *Why dost Thou so ?’
« (Eccles. viii. 4, Dan. iv. 35), orders us to dic now
“for the Law. And behold our death is at the door.
“Unless, perchance, which God forbid, you think of
* deserting the sacred Law for this brief space of life,
“and choose a fatc harder than any death to honest
“and manly minds, namely, to live as apostates at the
“mercy of impious enemies in the deepest dishonour.
“Since then we ought to prefer a most glorious death
“to a very dishonest life, we ought to select the
“ ¢asiest and most hanourable form of deatlk.  For il
e fall into the hands of the enemy we shall dic at
“their will and amidst their jeers. And so since the
“)ife which the Creator gave us, rie now demands
“ Dack from us, let us willingly and devoully render it
* up to Him with our own hands and let us not await
“the help of hostile cruelty by giving up what He
“demands. For many of our people in different
“times of tribulation are known to have done the
 same, preferring a form of choice mest honourable
“for us."t When he had said this very many of
them embraced his fatal advice, but to many his word

* K. Yomtob of Joigny. Sec Ephrain of Benn, infra p. 131.

t This speech was probably made up by William of Newbury
from the similar address of Elcasar of Masada (Joscphus, Fars,
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scemed a hard one. Then the elder says,'* Let those
* whom this good and pious plan pleaseth not, seat
* themselves apart from this holy assembly, for to us
“this life on carth is now thought nothing of through
“ our love ol the Law of our fathers.” Very many of
them therefore withdrew, preferring rather to try the
clemency of their enemies than perish in this way
with their friends. Soon at the advice of this mad
elder firc consumed their richest garments in the
sight of all lest the enemy should be made rich
by their wealth, they passed through the fire their
most precious vesscls and everything they could,
by their dainty envy they condemned these things
10 a disgraceful resting place. When this was done
and fire being set to the roof which fed upon the
more solid materials while the horrid deed was
being done and putting in danger the lives of those
who from love of life had separated themselves from
them, they prepared their throats for the sacrifice.
At the order of that inveterate [author) of wicked
duys that those men whose courage was most stcady
should take the life of their wives and pledges, the
famous Joce cuts the throat of Anna, his dear wile,
with a sharp knife,” and did pot spare his own

vii,, viil., ix.). The Latin Josephus occurs in all book lists of
English Abbey and Cathedral libyaries. At the same time it is
Jikely enough that some address was delivered by R. Yomtob
which may bave been reported by the survivors of the massacre.

* Probably the knives used for the special Jewish slaughtering
of cattle which are of exceptional sharpness, 5o as to lesscn as
much as possible the time employed in killing. Ephraim of
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sons.* And when this had been done by the other
men, that wretched clder cut Joce's throat so that he
might be more honoured than the rest.  All of them
thus slain together with the author of their crror, the
fire which had been lighted by them belore their dcath,
as we have mentioned, began to burst out in the in-
terior of the tower. Those who had chosen to live
resisted as much as they could the fire lit by their own
friends lest they too should die with them though un-
willingly, betaking themsclves to the extremity of the
tower where they were least burnt. Indeed that fury
of rational bLeings against themselves secms stupen-
dous, nay irrational. But he who reads the history
of Josephus about the Jewish war knows well enough
from the ancient superstition of the Jews that that
madness has lasted down to our days if perchance any
sad occasion arises.t But at daybreak, when the
crowd of people collected to storm the castle, those
wretched remnants of the Jews standing at the gates
declare with tearful voice the slaughter of their
people during the night, and, throwing down from
their walls their dead bodies as an ocular proof of so
great sacrifice, they called out ** Behold the bodies of
“ wretched men who were guilty of their own death
* with wicked fury and when we refused to do the same

Bonn in describing the suicidal slaughler uses the same verh
(shochet) as is cmployed for the slaughter of heasts.

® e great Awron of York of the next century was a son of
Josce.

t This refurence to Josephus gives a clue Lo the literary origin
of R. Yomtol's speech as repotted Ly the hislorian.
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176 fewish Lawr Association Studies VII: The Paris Conference Volume (! g9 ‘f)

"Were we to base our ruling on humanitarian concerns, or for that
matter, on natiopal honor or sentiment, then surety [there would not be
any way to meet this request]. Such a person, whose hands [are stained]
with Jewish blood has no place in the [Jewish community]. Indeed, “let
him be called ‘unclean, yea unclean’” [Lev. 13:45}; let his place be distant

from Israel. How difficult ... it is to entitle him "our brother".

“Yet from the perspective of the dry halakha I can find no barrier to
accepting him. Behold Cain, the first murderer in human history,
(according to Genesis Rabbah 22) crying, 1 have repented! [ have sepa-
rated!” Exodus Rabba 19:4 describes Job's reference that ‘the stranger
shall not remain outdoors’ to mean that the Holy One, Blessed be He,
does not invalidate a human being, He receives everyone, the gates

remain forever open ....

Does the Talmud not relate that R. Meir

descended from Wero ...? Did not Nebuzaradan, slaughterer of Jews,

repent and convert (B. Sanhedrin g6b)?

“If the Court is therefore convinced of his utter remorse, of his
complete repentance, of {the purity of his motive to convert], then there

is no halakhic barrier [to his conversion] ...”

68
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Megillas Vintz

31. Fine wine, pood bedding and
household items, nicer, things have not
been seen, the best grain and flour - all

of it was carted away. Also many .

important sacred books,2¢ which are
priceless and_that would thrill a (Tal-
mud) teacher? were thrown in2% the
dirt. The streets were littered with them
(sacred books).

32, How great must have beea our
sing,237 even if we did not want to admit
it. The thugs built a big fire and burned

all the sacred books.23* On it they 1211 .11
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us. It was the rebel leaders®®® who did
this and eventually they got what they
deserved.240
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KINNAH IN MEMORY OF THE MARTYRS OF CHURBAN EUROPE
by Rabbi Shlomo Halberstam, shlita, Bobover Rav
R 1Y Remember, please, and lament, O all of Israel,
let your voices be heard on high.
For Germany has destroyed our people, during stormy days of the World War;
with killings, horrible and cruel, with starvation and thirst.

For all generations, do not forget,

until you will merit witnessing the [ultimate} conselation.
[Remember] their screams and their weeping as they were
tightly packed and locked into the irain's [catile] cars,
Like sheep to the slaughter they were led to be
incinerated in the crematorium ovens.
May the sound of their pleading cries be eternally remembered,
by the One Who dwells in the Heauvens.

When they proclaimed, *Shema Yisracel’

they offered up their lives to the Lord of lords,

Roshei Yeshivah and their students, and the
multitudes of Your people were there,

They enslaved them with brutal tortures,
and they slaughiered them with high-handed arrogance.

The blood of tender babes cries out to You from the earth, [saying; ]
'Exact vengeance for the children and the women;

let no living soul escape alive!’

For the burning of thousands of study halls and synagogues,
and for myriad of Torah scrolls and their students,
we shall lament with raised and screaming voices.

They set God's sanctuaries aflame, they ignited them,

and our eyes witnessed this.

Let those whe lit the fire suffer retribution;

may God judge the corpse-filled nations.
Cry out loud, O heaven and earth, for the thousands of cities, citadels of Torah,
for the countries of Europe and their Jewish communities,

the heirs and trustees of our traditions,
for righteous tzaddikim, elders, pious chassidim,

all those who cleaved unto a faith so pure.
From the day we were exiled from our homeland,

there was never an annihilation as awesome as this.
Be compassionate with our remnant; look down upon us, please, from heaven,
at the [death)camps of the martyrs, ten times as many as those who left Egypt.
Rebuild our holy Temple, and provide us with double consolation,
Exalt us, and bring us back te Zion and Jerusalem.

kinnah 10 bemoan the tragedy of Q:.L.a: Eu-

u-z_ Kial Yisrael's loss, in a special kinnakr, but |
ted. [ Felt that in order 10 compose a kinnah

ropa, and it is recited in many ¢ BYeR

When the Rav was asked for permission to in-
clude his kinngh and its translation in this edition
of kinnos, he graciously conceded. Then he ex-
plained why he had writien it: *For years [ had
wanied to express my grief over my personal loss

one must be on the exalted level of R* Elazar
HaKalir, who wrote with Ruach HaKodesh,
Divine inspiration. Moreover, he was a master of
Kabbalistic secrets and knew the mystical incan-

of the ministering angels. Siill, many
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08 13 131 — Remember, please. The destruction
of European Jewry by the Nazis during World
War Il was the most massive calamity to befall
our people since the Destruction of the Second
Temple. As explained in the prefalory notes 1o
kinnak 25, which laments the devastation of the
Crusades, Torah Jews recognize that all Jewish
misforiunes have their roots in the tragic evenis
of Tishah B'Av. Therefore we designate no new
days of mourning to commemarate later events,
but include them in our Tishah B'Av kimnos
SeTvice.

The Babover Rav, Admor HaRav Shlomo Hal-

berstam, K0, is a scion of Sanz, one of the
most illustrious Rabbinic and Chassidic dynas-
ties. The Rav lost everything in the Holocaust —
Family, friends, followers, disciples and students
in the thousands. The Rebbe amwived in America
after the war with nothing but the clothes on his
back and a burning delermination to rebuild
what the Mazis desiroyed. With the help of
Hashem the glory of the House of Bobov has
been restored and one will find dozens of
Bobover institutions and thousands of Bobaver
Chassidim in every corner of the globe.

In 1984, the Bobover Rav compased a special
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