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The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum mourns the passing of Cardinal Jean-Marie

Lustiger, archbishop emeritus of Paris. Born Aaron Lustiger in Paris to a Polish Jewish family

who had settled in France before the first world war, he was sent to live with a Christian family

in Orléans after the Germans occupied France in 1940. He converted to Catholicism in 1940, at

the age of 13. His parents were deported and his mother was murdered in Auschwitz.

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/hidden-children-quest-for-family

In hundreds of cases, rescuers refused to release hidden children to their families or Jewish

organizations. Some demanded that the child be “redeemed” through financial remuneration.

Others had grown attached to their charges and did not want to give them up. In the more

difficult cases, courts had to decide to whom to award custody of the child. Some rescuers defied

court decisions and hid the children for a second time.

The future of the thousands of orphaned Jewish children became a pressing matter. In the

Netherlands, more than half of the 4,000 to 6,000 surviving Jewish children were declared “war

foster children” (Oorlogspleegkinderen), and most were placed under a state committee's

guardianship. The vast majority were returned to a surviving family member or a Jewish

organization, but more than 300 were given to non-Jewish families.

Parents, relatives, or representatives of Jewish organizations who came to reclaim the children

often encountered ambivalence, antagonism, and sometimes resistance. After years of concealing

their true identity, Jewishness for some hidden Jewish children had come to symbolize

persecution while Christianity stood for security. Some children even repeated antisemitic

phrases learned from classmates and adults. Those who had been too young to remember their

parents knew only their adopted family, religion, and often nationality. Many truly loved their

foster families and refused to be given into the arms of a “stranger.” In a few instances, some

youngsters had to be physically taken from their foster families. For a number of hidden

children, the war's end did not bring an end to the traumatic experiences.

 (1t sung sg ;s ihrsvbx ,fxn hkcc sunk,

ihrnut ot vru,ca ,urhcg kf :sukc vz,b ,hc ,hkgc urndu ubnhb :esmuvh ic iugna hcr ouan ibjuh hcr rnt
'thb, tvu ?tk vrz vsucgu /ohns ,ufhpau ,uhrg hukhdu vrz vsucgn .uj 'drvh ktu rucgh - drv, ktu rucg ostk

rnuk sunk, - drvh ktu sucgha ihbn drv, ktu vrz vsucg sucg ostk uk urnt ota ihbn :ktgnah hcr rnt
hase oa ,t ukkj, tku (c"f trehu) rnuk sunk, - thxvrpc ukhpt kufh /ovc ,unha tku - ovc hju (j" trehu)

h,asebu

 (2t vfkv v erp vru,v hsuxh ,ufkv o"cnr

rntba ukkjk tka ihrvzunu 'ktrah hbc lu,c h,asebu rntba vzv kusdv oav ause kg ihuumn ktrah ,hc kf
,uruntv ,umn kfn ,jt kg rucgk ktrah ,t xubthu ohcfuf scug sunghaf smhf 'hase oa ,t ukkj, tku

otu 'ovc ,unha tku ovc hju 'ovc hju ostv o,ut vagh rat ,umnc rntba drvh ktu rucgh ubdrvh ut vru,c
/uapbc chhj,n vz hrv rcg tku ,n



 (3t vfkv v erp vru,v hsuxh ,ufkv lknv ,sucg

 / / /ubcr ,buufc ohrcjnv f"f 'ohrfb heuptk ktrah ,hc /vzv kusdv oav ause kg ihuumn ktrah ,hc kf

oa ihrsvbxc rtucnf oav ause kg ,uumn iv oda ohabv od kukfk hsf ktrah ,hc kf iuak cu,fk ubcr ehhsu
tscugu uvhb,ht oav aushe ihs kkfc n"n kct ihuumn ovs uvc rnhnk lhha tks ;t ohbye odu 'r,xt hcd

/oav ause rsdc ihxbfb ohbye ods jrfunu 'u,ehbhv 'oca iurjt hrva jhfu, vhbc vgcau vats

 (4ohrnc vagn b v"s t varp (tbkhu) vcr vfht

iuatrv ,t thcv 'ihkebe vgca in uhdk ib,bu rxhe ikyb vhbc vgcau thv ,hcaba ou,jb ,c ohrnc vagn
vn hbpn ofhvktc ukkv ,usnv kf uc ah ot k"t / / / okmk vuj,an hbht u"j uk rnt 'okmk vuj,av uk rntu

uhv ohraf vhrzgu ktahn vhbbj k"t 'rmbsfucb shn vhrzgu ktahn vhbbjk khmva unf hshn of,t khmn ubht
ubdruv v,t iht ot 'ohnak v,hn ubchhj,b ubtu 'iudv lbht v,t kct 'ush kg xb ,uaghk vhv iudv lkn rmbsfucbu

tkt 'ubudrvhu ubc ugdpha ohcregu ohrnbu ohajbu ,uhrtu ohctz vcrv ohcus vcrv 'ouenk ah ohdruv vcrv
hbc ,t vb, rxhe latr hhjc unt uk vrnt 'udruvk uhkg rzd shn 'ubhns ,t lnn grphk sh,g v"cev ;uxk

lf rjtu vkj, hbdrv rxhe latr hhjc uk vrnt 'ckj u,ehbvu vhss uk vthmuvu vk uvub,b 'uveabtu uvecjtu
lhk gnua hbht rxhe vk rnt 'uvdrv

 (5c sung zb ;s ihyhd ,fxn hkcc sunk,

ubt ohc ihgcuy ubt ot :urnt 'ohaec,n iv vnk inmgc uahdrv 'iukek ucaba ,uskhu ohskh ,utn wsc vagn
- chat iacn 'oh ,ukumnn chat chat iacn wv rnt (j"x ohkv,) :ivca kusdv ivk ars ?tcv okugv hhjk ihtc

utab /ohv lu,k ukpbu ikuf umpe 'lf ,uskh ugnaa iuhf `ohc ihgcuya ukt - oh ,ukumnn 'chat vhrt hbha ihcn
lu,k umpe ov ;t !vnfu vnf ,jt kg - lfk ubfrs ihta ubt 'lf - lfk ifrsa ukkv vn :urntu inmgc u"e ohskh

 /vjcy itmf ubcajb ouhv kf ubdruv lhkg hf (s"n ohkv,) :rnut cu,fv ovhkgu /ohv

 (6c sung zn ;s ihkuj ,fxn hkcc sunk,

- hahka ',nu - hba ',nu - iuatr vbc vkna 'hbpk ,jt vat v,tc 'ohv hfrfk h,fkv ,jt ogp :rnut i,b hcr
uhvu 'vhju - u,ut vknu uk vbh,nv /uns uc gkcha sg uk hbh,nv 'h,c :vk h,rnt 'oust vhva uh,htr /hbpk u,thcv

/hna kg hkccv i,b u,ut ihrue

 (7c sung zn ;s ihkuj ,fxn h"ar

- uk hbh,nv/ohns ,ufhpau ,uhrg hukhdu ohcfuf ,sucgn .uj apb juehp hbpc snugv rcs lk ihts 

 (8ktrah hbc lu,c h,asebu (ck) cf erp runt ,arp trehu ceghk ,nt

'wufu vzv kusdv oav ause kg ihuumn ktrah ,hc kf :k"zu c,fa [t"kv vru,v hsuxh ,ufkvn v"p] o"cnrc ihhg
,hc ,t lrch :[c"hp u"ye ohkv,] ch,fsf - ohbye ukhpt ,ucrk iuhf wufu "ktrah ,hc kf" c,fa vnc /k"fg

cu,fv rchs tks k"h zts '"hna ,t uahse," cu,f tksn 'hk vtrb ogyvu /wudu ohkusdv og ohbyev wud ktrah
vagha rapt ohbyev h"g od f"t 'kgpbv tuv kufhcf v"ceva 'h,asebu ch,fs iuhfn kct 'ohasenv og [tkt]
vhgahs tre thcva [wy vumn] uz vumnc uka ,umnv rpxc o"cnrv thcva euxpv rcsk rfz h,rntu /vzv ihbgv

/e"usu 'uhskh c,fa hrv 'wudu cegh ause ,t uahsevu hna uahseh wud uhskh u,utrc hf :[d"fp y"f]
,t rhnvk tka sckcu oav aushe kg o,hc hbc ,uapbu oapb urxna ohbhcv hnhc ubh,uct ufnx vz kga vtrbu



Placing Children with Non-Jews
hn - ,uumnc ohchhujn obhta - ohbyev kg kct 'rucgk tku drvhk uuymb hrv o,uapb kg tnkac vrutfks ',sv

kg f"t ouht oav kukhj vzn tmuh vhv ,sv ,t ohrhnn ohbcv uhv ukhts iuhfs 'rhpa tjhb z"pku /ovk rh,v
/e"usu 'ohbyev od uuymb uz vumn

 (9(v) y erp jb ,arp ,hatrc ,upxu,v hkgcn ohbez ,gs

cr vhvu ,s kg ourhcgha trh vhv hf snav ,gac ,ueubh, vcrv yjaa sjt crc vagnu / / /wudu ofns ,t ltu
v,hnc cr u,ut drvh hrcsf ot cr u,ut rntu /aauj vhv tk tuvu jmur utreu r,uhc uhkg xguf vhvu ung sjt
tk otu vrzdv vkyc,b lf rjtu racvu rugv ihc kuj ihb,ubu urug ihyaup uhvu o"ufg uvuxp,a vhv ifu vbuan

:ihkumhb uhv ,ueubh,v i,ut yja

 (10(vf) zbe inhx vcua, hfrs

lhrtva urcjn oau wxv oa h,jfau ohsrpxv hnfjn wt wua,c h,htra hburfzc oarb /rucgh tku drvhk chhj
vmg uk ihthan ot luknk tc otu ukkv ,urhcg wdc uapb ruxnk chhj ot iye ihbgk rejnv kg snga vnc

ohhx uhrcs ;uxcu vzc lhrtvu rucgh tku drvha uk ohrnut iht ,umnc chhj ubhts iuhf tnks ut rucgh ktu drvha
a"vses vagc t,hks p"gts rucgh tku drvha vmg uk ihthanu rucgh ktu drvha ihsv lhha iyec ods tbhsk

jmur u,ut treu ofjv vz kg ekj wt cra c"vscc h"cv thcva vagnv u,utu rucgh tku drvha tuv ihsv v"pt
crv vz od urcgha ut udrvha ut ohbyek urnta htsuc kct epx kg whva ouan er ohbyev ,t drva hbpn ubht

:a"hhg u"j urcgh tku udrvh htsuca vsun

 (11wj ,ut z"be s"uh vfrc hruha

,,k ogv hatrn kta ravu ohudk ohbyev uhskh rfn vbufh ktrah oac rat ahtc ahc exgc ohrunv uruv
 ,nt ihs ihsvu ohhxu ovhrjt uapjhu ufkh onmgc ohudv tkt ourxnh tka uexpu ohskhv

 (12y inhx q wv ekj q ohengnn

rgsbhe" oac gushv ohhsuvhv ohskhv drv ,t kgupk uthmuv a"nh ohbnrdva hbpk ohsjt ohasj :vkta
ohszva uz vguuz ,kugp kg uyhdc vcuy tkv vgunav vmupb rcf 's"a, ixhb wsu wd ouhc vbcue uyhdc "ithmet

/skh ohh,tnu ;ktf zt ujmrb vz hbunv jmr ,kugpc 'rhcgvk ohsnug ohrurtv

okhmvk hsf ohtnyv ohjmurv hshn ovhkkug ovhskh ,t jhrcvk lht ,ukucj,u ,umg uaphj ohkknutv ohruvv
,tzf vsug, ohaku 'hrfb oa cu,f vhv ivca ohhudn vshk ,usug, ,ubek v,hv ,umgv ,jt /vzv snav jcyn
ka ohnu,h h,c sh kg ,uerzb uhva 'ukkv ,uhjv ,ukhcjv ,t upyg ivca ohebuhvu ohkkugv ka ,uphygv lu,c

ignk ohrfb ka eubh, tuv vz eubh,a ukkv ,usug,v lnx kg ucajh ohhudva hsf 'o,trh h,c hsh kgu 'ohhud
o,ut uksdh ignk ohrnfk ,gsn ovh,ueubh, ,t urxna vktf uhv /ohpuxtv sjtf uksdhu ovhkt u,ut upxth
vktf uhvu /ohrfbv hshn ovhskh ,t thmuvk ujhkmh ov ohhjc urtah ota vue, lu,n 'okhmvk hsf o,buntc
uhvh ot ohsuvhv ovhruvk ourhzjh ztu vnjknv hrjtk sg outhcjha ohrfbv ovhrhfnk ovhskh ,t urxna

/ohhjc

utnyh ukkv ,ueubh,vu ohhjc urtah ohruvv ot tuv kusd epxa rjtn ihsv smn if ,uagk r,un ot h,ktabu
/ / /o,skunu ong ,t ugsh tku ohhudv ihc

ohkkugv ohbyev ,t ruxnk ishs iushbc ruxt htsus itfnu 'o"ufgk ohbye ruxnk ohkusdk ruxts vzn ibhzj
kga hp kg ;t 'a"nh ohbnrdv ohjmurv hshn ovk ;eabv iuhkfvu snav ,bfxn okhmvk hsf ohrnfk ohebuhu

uruva unfu o"ufgk o,ut ruxnk ohkusdk ruxt ouen kfn 'oav aushe ,umn ka cuhjv iht onmg smn ohbyev



kkfc ov ohbye oda hbpn 'h,c,fa unf tuva rnhnk tfht t,khns tngyu ';xuh hfrcv thcva ohrunv
/ / /oav aushe ka tmpjv

ohsuvhv ovhruvk ourhzjh ztu vnjknv hrjtk sg outhcjha ohrfbv ovhrhfnk ovhskh ,t urxna vktk gdubcu
htsuv ,t vjus o"ufgv ihc gnyh eubh,v tna epx ht iusk ah vzk gdubcs vtrb 'hscg ,uht ht 'ohhjc uhvh ot

/,uapb epx

eubh,v rxnh tk ot hrv ishs iushbcu 'a"hhg kevk ,uapb epxs rtucn (/yfe) ,cacu (/uy) ,ucu,fc vbvu
urtah ohruvv oda if,h sutnu 'ohhjc rtah eubh,v tkv ukt ohrfbk rxnh otu 'drvh htsuc tkv ukkv ohrfbk

ot ukhpt sug tku 'iudhu cgru crju rcs chut ovhkgn rxvku osgc idvk orzgc vhvh ktrah rnua hf ohhjc
hrjt ohsuvh ,usxunk oshc sepunv eubh,v ,t urhzjh ukkv ohrfbva if,h sutn ohhjc urtah tk ohruvv

ruxnk vhcacu vrmc ohbu,bv ohruvk rh,vku vzc kevk ubk ah htsuc if ot 'epx hssm vcrv vzc ahu 'vnjknv
/ / /o,skunku ongk urzjuh ov vnjknv hrjta vue,v lu,n ohrfbk ovh,ueubh, ,t

ohjhycnv ukt ohrfb ,hck urxnh tk otc ukkv ,ueubh,k ,htsu apb ,bfx tfhta iuhfn 'vtrb ouen kfn
apbv ,bfx hrvs 'htsu hshn thmun epx iht vzc ibhrnt 'vnjknv hrjt ovh,ueubh, ,t ovk urhzjha ohruvk
'epxu aaj er tuv ou,hjahu ovk ugrh ohsuvhv ka ,ueubh,v ,t ohkcenv ukkv ohrfbva ukhtu ,htsu thv

/,ueubh,v ovk ruxnk r,unu 'htsu hshn thmun epx iht vz ihbgk ibhrnt ifk

tuv kusd kkf tkv ouen kfn 'iudhvu vgrv hnhc u,unhu vgrv oecs, ,ueubh,v hruva jhbb ot ukhpt 'sug tku
,t aecku aursk vnjknv hrjt tuch o,jpan hbcn sjta if,h sutnu 'ohktud uk ihta ktrah lk ihta ubhshc

ov ktrah kf tkv ,ueubh,v ,jpann sjt oua ohhhjc rtah tk ot ukhptu 'ukkv ohrfbv h,cn ,ueubh,v
,kmvc uexg 'ohhjc urtaba vyhkpv ,hrtan ohabt vcrva vnjknv hrjt ubhtra hpf 'ovhktudu ovhcure
uktf ,ueubh, khmvk hsf vghdhu kng h,faj tku ouenk ouenn h,ssbu vzc h,kpy hnmgc hbt odu /uktf ohskh

',tz kfn vtrb ifk  /ohrfbv hcan ohskhu ,ueubh, vnfu vnf khmvk ,ucr ,utk, hrjt h,jkmvu 'ohrfbv h,cn
/t"cc ubesm jhan ,t ubk jkahu ung hbgc vtrh cuyv wvu 'okhmvk hsf ohrfb ,hck ,ueubh,v ,t ruxnk r,una

 (13hbuard vsuvh crv ,tn {vfkvc vtuav} ub 'sb sung q (oukcarhe) kcuh rpx

khmvk obumrc 'ohruvv urxn 'ktrah hskhk vbfx v,hvu 'vhxuru tyhk 'ihkup ,ubhsnk tnyv rrumv ghdva hrjt
vrzjc ukceh 'ohhjc ohruvv urtah ot 'vnjknv rjtk /vnjknv hrjt sg ouehzjha 'ohrfb ohrfnk 'ovhskh

ohskhv hf 'sna ,bfxc vhv rcsv omg /o,buntc ufbj,hu ohudv kmt urtah 'ohhjc urtah tk otu 'ohskhv ,t
ohruv uhvu /othmuvk vae vhv f"jtu 'o,bunt kg ufbj,vu o,s ,t usnk 'ohrfb ,ujpan kmt cr inz o,uhvc
ohruvva ohren od uhv /o"ufg ka ohnu,h ,hck ovhskh ,t urxnu 'ovhskh rucg ohudn vshk-,usug, uthmnva

gush hf 'vfkv ,suebn rrck ah vktv ohrcsv kf /usn,ah ohskhva osh c,fc uc,fu 'ohrnufk ovhskh ub,b
/ / /ohskhv ,t rhzjvk iput ouac umr tk ohudvu ktrah kven usctb ohskh vcrva

tk vzu 'oav asek ovhkg cuhj ihta vtrbfu 'kfn ohruyp ohbyev ohskhva uhrcsc arupn ubbhbgk ',tz kfc
,uagk cuhj ubhkg ihta tuv icunv /vzc ohkkfbu oav aushe ,umn ohbye kg aha rurc iputc ubgcea unf

uvzu ',s kg ourhcghu usn,aha aaj aha ohhudk ohshc o,ut ruxnk kct ',ueubh,c ut ubnmgc kucjk ohshc
o,ut ruxnb tk ubjbt ota 'epx vza ukhptu 'ubhskh ,t snak ruxnk tk ruxht ubhkg kyun htsuc 'kueav epx
sucht kg vshpev tk vru,va oav aushe ihbgks iasv ,nur, oac exp z"be whx ahrc l"av hrv /udrvh htsuc

/kevk ,uapb epxa ',uehpx rtan ibhpkh tk 'ktrahn ,uapb

'tkuek ibhkzt epxc oav aushec ods '"oujb iuzj" kgc oac thcva 'oav aushe xrybue '"kusd rut"c ihhgu
/h,c,fa unf "iasv ,nur,"u l"avn uhrcs vjusu 'kevk ,uapb epx ouan


