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It should be noted that several places mentioned on this
list are not found in the earlier chapters, presumably be-
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PARASHAS MASEI

These are the journeys of the Children of Israel, who went forth from the land of Egypl
oses wrote their goings
forth according to their journeys at the bidding of HAsHEM, and these were their Jjourneys
according to their goings forth: 3 They journeyed from Rameses in the first month, on the
the Children of Israe
went forth with an upraised hand, before the eyes of all Egypt. * And the Egyptians were burying

according to their legions, under the hand of Moses and Aaron
fifteenth day of the first month — on the day after the pesach-offering —

u
o]

he Torah is usually very sparing with its words, and yet in this parashah
we find that the Torah enumerates the names of forty-two places where

Bnei Yisrael sojournéd in the desert. The Medrash says that all these places
were mentioned because in the future Hashem will eause these arid places to
flourish. The fact that Bnei Yisrael settled in these places accords them impor-

stance and sanctity; all the more so, concludes the Medrash, do the homes of
people who host talmidei chachamim acquire sanctity. The very presence ofa
talmid chacham in a house elevates it.

‘Jﬁ}“he Ramban, quoting Moreh Nevuchim, explains that the wilderness in
which the nation spent forty years consisted of places where there were ser-
pents and scorpions, and there was no water. Although the miracles of the beer
and the mann were witnessed by the entire nation, Hashem knew that in the
future people might doubt that these miracles took place and claim that we
stayed in a wilderness not far from inhabited land where it was possible to live
like Bedouins. In order to remove these doubts and firmly establish the accu-
racy of the account of these miracles, the Torah enumerates all the stations, so
that coming generations may see them and learn the greatness of the miracles
that enabled us to live in those places for forty years.

According to the simple meaning, perhaps the Torah is praising the be-
havior of the nation. Each journey and encampment involved a lot of effort.
Sometimes the nation was not pleased with the new destination and wanted
to _travel somewhere else, and yet they never transgressed the will of Hashem.
Sometimes they had to move on only a short while after having arrived — after

» signaling that it was time to move on again. They did so happily despite being
tired. For this Hashem praised them, saying, “I remember for you the kindness
of your youth, the love of your nuptials, how you went after Me in the wilder-
ness, in a land that was not sown” (Yirmiyahu 2:2).

g K. MunK

Sforno sees a great lesson and a sign of encouragement in the enumeration of
place names. Hashem wanted to have the stages recorded to show us the
devotion of those who followed Him in the terrible Wilderness. It was that
devotion which earned them entry into the Promised Land. Thus, Moses wrote
their goings forth according to their journeys at the word of Hashem (v. 2). He
wrote down the places they departed from and the places they came to. There
; ,\)Nere times that they left a good encampment to go to a bad one and there were
A'times that the journey would be unusually difficult. But in every case, to their

great credit, they obeyed. i

having just recently unpacked all the wagons, suddenly the Aron would rise,

cause nothing memorable happened there, while the ac-
count here is a complete list of all the places where they
encamped.

Ramban notes that the Torah stresses that God com-
manded Moses to record these places (v. 2) to intimate that
great secretsare contained in the forty-two journeys. Indeed,
Magen Avraham (428:8) cites Tzror HaMor that because the *

forty-two places allude to the mystical Forty-two Letter {
Name of God, therefore the Torah reading should not be
interrupted during the reading of these places. Thus, al-
though all standard editions indicate that the first aliyah
ends after verse 10, in many congregations the reader con-
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According to Sforno, it would seem that after showing us the weaknesses and
faults of the Israelites, the Torah now shows us another side of Israel. Up to this

%boint the Book of Numbers has lost no opportunity to show how the people fell

'<

rom the high level that they had attained at Mount Sinai. They had been
shown as pleading for the food of Egypt, slandering the Land and slanderin;
Moses, denying the benefits they had received, and provoking quarrels. Now we
soa Terael in its faithfulness, following Hashem in the harsh Wilderness despite
all difficulties. This march, which was made by the Israelites in the Wilderness
of Sinai, Etham, Paran, and Sin has also been made in the wilderness of the
Diaspora. There too-we have crossed places full of "fiery serpents and scorpions,
_arid lands with no water". We could not have survived without the infinite
’ﬂ?ivine mercy that has led us to this day. As did our ancestors, we have crossed
the wilderness, the continents, and the centuries, all by Hashem’s command.‘
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Why were all these travels recorded in the Torah? It is to show Hashem's
endless kindness. Although He had d d that the people were to
, through the wilderness [for forty years], we must not think that they actually
Z:ent forty years traveling without rest.... It emerges that although they were

d

in the wilderness for another thirty-eight years, during that entire period
ey moved only twenty times. This comment comes from the teachings of
Rabbeinu Moshe Hadarshan [and is comparable to a passage in the Midrash
Agaddah on this pasuk]. Rabbi Tanchuma offered a different interpretation,
using a parable of a king whose son was ill, and so he took him far from home
’? for his treatments. On their return trip the king began listing all the stops they
had made on the way, saying, “In this spot we slept; here we got stuck in the
cold; here you suffered a headache” (w.



%

The two interpretations presented by Rashi seem to contradict one another. The

first one states that the Torah listed all the stations of Klal Yisrael's wanderings in the
*wildemess in order to tell us how kind Hashem was in sparing them the agony of
F constantly moving and resettling. Despite Hashent’s decree that they wander in the
desert for forty years, they needed to move only twenty times in the thirty-eight years
from the time the decree was announced. Thanks to His infinite mercy. the decree was
fulfilled through Bnei Yisrael’s sojourning in the desert with the uncertainty of when
they would move next.

Rabbi Tanchumd’s interpretation, however, follows an entirely different track.
He teaches that Hashem reviewed the list of Klal Yisrael’s travels like the king who
recounted all the tribulations he and his son had endured during their long journey
to receive medical treatments. The reason for specifying all of their travels is in order
enumerate the numerous trials, tribulations and events and thus to show how cherished
the “son, the Bnei Yisrael” are to their “Father, the King?” who accompanied them and
helped them get through all of the difficulties.

o ltisclear, therefore, that according toboth midrashim, thetravels werea manifestatior:
of Hashen's infinite love for the Bnei Yisrael and the kindness He bestowed upon them.

@le question, however, is did Hashem express this love by minimizing the amount
of encampments as articulated in the first midrash or did Hashem show His love by, as
it were, being with us during the difficulties that we underwent, helping us 51_e;d wite
them as a father helps a son, as articulated in the midrash of Rabbi Tanchumag_

~J There is another glaring question. The first interpretation does not explain why this
entire list of the encampments is necessary. If its-only purpose is to demonstrate that
Hashem, in His infinite kindness, did not punish Bnei Yisrael with constant wandering,

the/Torah could have stated simply that Bnei Yisrael made only twenty moves during

Yob

and, tranquilit.y. ‘The purpose of the detailed list, however, is to show how Bnei Yisrael

used these trips as opportunities to attach themselves ever more firmly to Hashem,

. . >

radually cleansing themselves of the impurities of Egypt and preparing themselves to
enter the sanctity of Eretz Yisrael. Furthermore, we see

traveling that enabled them to rise as they did.?

we see that it was the very difficulty of

*® We understand, therefore, that the two passages of the midrash cited by Rashi do
~4pnot contradict one another at all; on the contrary, they complement each other, The
first midrash, which states that Bnei Yisrael did not suffer having { ﬁéﬁﬁéioﬁ%éﬁﬂy
throughout the forty years they spent in the wilderness, means that Hashem made
¢ (them travel only when it was beneficial for them spirifzgli;’;fhey moved from place to(?
Z/plage only when it enabled them to rise to a higher spiritual level, The second midrésh;f
teaches that, indeed, this was the purpose of their travels - to heal them from the
spiritual impurity that they had contracted in Egypt.

i\

Every Hardship Is an Expression of Kindness

v

“@.F"l“.,i"if’f.?lﬁi,hli‘cl‘??,son‘.t,}}?‘.t_gish‘?m does not cause any person to experience
K#;lardslg}pﬂs without purpose. If a person experiences difficult challenges it is because

[ashem wishes to give him an-opportunity to rise to a higher level, thereby to become

person is forced against his will to wander, to move from one location to another, it
must be that this is what his soul needs to heal itofisills, ’ ‘

On the other hand, we also learn from this parshah that periods of relative tranquility,

are grapted to people not to give them a respite from their battle against the yetzer hara
(but rather to enable them to reconsolidate and internalize the lessons and gafns of their )
o \

5\ past struggles and experiences, It is yet another step in the process, in order to prepare /

their sojourn in the wilderness, without specifying the names of the places where they
fraveled.

Coling and Going

In order to understand these seemingly contradictory midrashic passages, we must
realize that these forty-two travels were not simply a matter of relocating from one
«Jp encampment to another. There was enormous purpose in each of these moves. Chazal
teach us that Bnei Yisrael were on the forty-ninth level of tumah when they were
taken from Egypt. In order to gain entry into Eretz Yisrael — the King’s Palace grounds

- they had to undergo a purification process, including forty-two trips to different

. destinations in the desert. Each destination represented another leap  forward in their

{ spiritual climb, one more stage in cleansing themselves from the spiritual pollution and
defilement of Egypt in preparation

for a life of closeness to Hashem in Eretz Yisrael. -

For this reason Rabbi Tanchuma compares their travels in the wilderness to a

king’s journey with his son who was ill, on a lengthy trip to heal him of his illness.

Q’Ilgis indicates that Bnei Yisrael's wanderings were a series of treatments, curing our
ancestors from the spiritual ailments they had contracted in Egypt.

That is why it is so important for the Torah to list each and every move made on this
spiritual odyssey. Each stage of the trip, and each encampment, was an opportunity for
A thie people to rise spiritually and grow ever closer to Hashem. Each one involved some
difficulties and a spiritual test. It pushed them to strengthen their faith and trust in
Hashem as they followed His Cloud through barren, uncompromising territories. All
this contributed to their general healing.

There was also deep meaning and purpose in each encampment. After each test
they were given a respite, a time to camp and resettle, Even then, they had the task of |
internalizing the advancements the had made with their previous move, protecting

‘ikthemselves from the yetzer haras attempts to make them lose whatever they had gained. |
Only after they had mastered each new level, making it a permanent possession of their
souls, were they ready for yet another journey.!

2

1. 'The Pri Tzaddik (Massei #1) explains that this is the inference of the words (Bamidbar 33:2), “Moshe
Z‘wrote dewn their travels from their starting points” With each move, their starting point was i‘EﬂR‘."."i‘g

they had d through their p encampment. This means that while they were camped, they
solidified their grip on their most recent spiritual gains so that they could proceed to the next stage. |
Therefore, the people leaving Eisam were not the same as those who left Sukkos. They left Sukkos on one
spiritual level, but when they left Eisam they stood at an entirely different level. At Eisam they had risen
t0a new plane. Each time the Torah states, “they traveled from ...” it refers to Klal Yisrael at a new, higher

loa
Why a Detailed List?

Now it becomes clear why it was necessary for the Torah to list each and every trip
through the wilderness. Of course, at the same time, the Torah wished to demonstrate
Hashem's great mercy in limiting the number of their travels even though they had
been condemned to forty years of wandering. They were given plenty of periods of rest

them for the next battle and another victory.
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Q\Li' Parshas Massei l 49

 RuSehuag,
Ev1dent1y, the Torah is not recountmg here the events that Bnei Yisrael
experienced during their travels, nor is it listing all the places where they stopped
in the Midbar. Rather, the Torah is mentioning facts that should serve as a rebuke of
Byei Yisrael's conduct in the desert. As the Midrash Rabbah states (23:3), “Hashem
mentioned the places where Bnei Yisrael angered Hashem,” These are places where
Klal Yisrael should have been inspired to become more acutely aware of Hashem'’s

involvement in their travels but where they instead remained uninspired.

When the Midrash relates that the king told his son, “Here you slept,” it is

miracles that occurred, “sleeping through them.” For example, when the Jews left
Egypt the Egyptians were burying their dead. This is astonishing! Egyptians never

galle_gorxcally referring to places where Bnei Yisrael remained oblivious to the great ;

buried their dead; they embalmed them. That was a religious ritual. Apparently,
at the moment of the Exodus, when Hashem destroyed the Egyptians' idols, the
Egyptians recognized that their deities were worthless. Realizing the falseness of

?{{lfelr beliefs, they ceased to embalm their dead, burying them instead. The Jews
should have noticed this, but they were spiritually “asleep” and unable to recognize
thg&eat miracle that was transpiring before their eyes.

—‘%Slmllarly, when Bnei Yisrael arrived in Eilim, they found twelve wells, providing
water for the twelve tribes, and seventy palm trees, representing the seventy Elders,
which should have given them inspiration. However, they took no notice of these
miracles. They remained uninspired, oblivious to the significance of these numbers.

~VThe places where the king’s son “cooled himself” refer to situations in which Bnei

Yisrael lacked the proper enthusiasm and did not become inspired by what was
happening. They remained “cool.” When the Jews camped in front of Ba’al Tzefon,
which was the only Egyptian idol that remained standing (see Rashi, Shemos 14:2),
they should have become excited, recognizing that Hashem had destroyed all of the
Egyptian idols except for Ba'al Tzefon. However, they “cooled themselves.”

* 'The Torah relates that Bnei Yisrael journeyed for three days before they arrived in
Marah, to indicate that only three days after they witnessed the Splitting of the Sea
of Reeds, they had already lost their inspiration and were complaining to Hashem.
And as soon as the Jews left the place where they began to receive the mann and
arrived in Refidim, they complained that they had no water to drink and doubted
Hashem's existence. Indeed, they “chilled out.”

¢ Finally, the places where the little prince’s head hurt symbolize the places where
Klal Yisrael lost their leadership: Mount Hor, where Aharon died, and Har Nevo,
where Moshe would eventually be buried. Indeed, “here your head hurt you.”

:n [366] TORAS ZVI

The first type ofj ]ourney was the  journey of the Children of Israel
who left Egypt. This was a journey whose purpose was simply to

get us out of Egypt. The nation is mentioned here, for they were

willing partners in wanting to go on this journey.
The second type of journey is alluded to by the words, their
»sﬁ departures for their journeys (motzaeihem [I'maseihem). This
means that their departure from one place was in order to keep
journeying. This is a reference to the forty years of wandering
around the desert wilderness due to their sins. This pasuk does
not mention the people here because the people did not want to
I\‘mdertake these journeys. They would have wanted to enter Eretz
Yisrael immediately. These journeys were by the order of Hashem.
It was only He who dictated them. He had no willing partner, so
to speak. Yet theSe extra journeys were necessary to correct the
I‘Tation’s errors and stabilize their spiritual state. In this vein, the
Tzror Hamor (cited in the Magen-Avraham 428:8) explains that
the forty-two journeys correspond to the forty-two-letter Divine
name. Hence, we do not split these journeys up when reading the
Torah in shul.

~ 'The final type of journey was masaeihem I'motzaeihem. This

alludes to journeys undertaken to arrive at a specific destination
such as to exit the wilderness and enter Eretz Yisrael.

;\( Every person undergoes his own journey in life. We might see
places and face situations that are easy to handle, and we might
see places and face situations that are more difficult. But wherever
we are, we must know that Hashem has a reason for putting us

in that particular place and situation and try to achieve what He

expects us to.
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