Making Kiddush on Grape Juice
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20) AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK (1923) A RESPONSE TO THE QUESTION Whether Unfermented Wine
May Be Used In Jewish Ceremonies.BY LOUIS GINZBERG Professor of Talmud, the Jewish Theological Seminary of
America. (Translated from the Hebrew original)

THE QUESTIONS

1. Is there any reason why fermented wine should be preferred to unfermented in the performance of Jewish religious
ceremonies?

2. Is there any reason why grape-juice may not be used in the performance of those ceremonies?

THE RESPONSE

The above questions were referred to me by the Rabbinical Assembly of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America.
They have become of more than theoretical importance because of the prohibition by the Eighteenth Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States of the "manufacture, sale or transportation within" the United States of intoxicating
liquors "for beverage purposes". Under the Volstead Act and the Regulations of the Department of Internal Revenue,
Jews are permitted to buy wine for the performance of their religious customs. This privilege has given rise to
widespread abuse which has attracted attention from many quarters. Many people, not Rabbis, have presumed to exercise
the functions of Rabbis, in order to procure and help others procure wine not at all for religious purposes, but for
"beverage purposes" The Rabbinical Assembly has been moved by the discovery of these scandals to ask whether
fermented wine is indeed essential to the performance of any Jewish religious ceremony.
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