
German Reparations
1) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reparations_Agreement_between_Israel_and_West_Germany

In 1951, Israeli authorities made a claim to the four powers occupying post-war Germany regarding compensation
and reimbursement, based on the fact that Israel had absorbed and resettled 500,000 Holocaust survivors. They
calculated that since absorption had cost 3,000 dollars per person ($28,958 in today dollars), they were owed 1.5

billion dollars ($14,500,000,000 in today's dollars) by Germany. They also figured that six billion dollars worth of
Jewish property had been pillaged by the Nazis, but stressed that the Germans could never make up for what they did
with any type of material recompense. Negotiations leading to the Reparations Agreement between Israel and West
Germany began in March 1952, and were conducted between representatives of the government of the Federal

Republic, the government of the State of Israel, and representatives of the World Jewish Congress, headed by Dr.
Goldmann. These discussions led to a bitter controversy in Israel, as the coalition government, headed by David
Ben-Gurion, claimed that reparations were necessary to restore what was stolen from the victims of the Holocaust. . . 

Public debate was among the fiercest in Israeli history. Opposition to the agreement came from both the right (Herut
and the General Zionists) and the left (Mapam) of the political spectrum; both sides argued that accepting reparation
payments was the equivalent of forgiving the Nazis for their crimes. . .

Anticipating the debate in the Knesset on 7 January 1952, all adjacent roads were blocked. Roadblocks and wire
fences were set up around the building and the IDF was prepared to suppress an insurrection. The rally, gathered by
the agreement's opponents drew 15,000 people and the riots that ensued would be the most significant attempt in
Israeli history to overturn a democratically made Knesset decision.

Following a passionate and dramatic speech, Menachem Begin led the protesters towards the Knesset. Begin referred
to the Altalena Affair in 1948, when the IDF shelled a ship carrying arms for the Irgun by order of Ben Gurion,
saying, "When you fired at me with cannon, I gave the order: 'Don't [return fire]!' Today I will give the order, 'Do!'"

The demonstration turned violent as protesters began throwing stones at the building's windows while the police used
force to disperse them. After five hours of rioting, the police took control of the situation using hoses and tear gas.
Hundreds were arrested; about 200 protesters and 140 policemen were injured. The decision did not end the protests.
In October 1952 Dov Shilansky was arrested near the Foreign Ministry building, carrying a pack of dynamite. In his

trial, he was accused of being a member of an underground organization against the Reparations Agreement and was
sentenced to 21 months in prison.Several parcel bombs were sent to Adenauer and others targets, one of which killed
a policeman who handled it

Despite the protests, the agreement was signed in September 1952, and West Germany paid Israel a sum of 3 billion
marks over the next fourteen years; 450 million marks were paid to the World Jewish Congress. The payments were
made to the State of Israel as the heir to those victims who had no surviving family. The money was invested in the
country's infrastructure, and played an important role in establishing the economy of the new state. Israel at the time

faced a deep economic crisis and was heavily dependent on donations by foreign Jews, and the reparations, along
with these donations, would help turn Israel into an economically viable country. 

 (21952 rtubhc 7 'c"ha, ,cyc y 'vhbnrdn ohnukhav 'ihdc ojbn

'ktrah ,s oac ,urhjcc ogv kt o,fkv /vzv ihbgv oac tk ,urhjcc ogv kt o,fkv /,uh,sv ,udkpnv hrcjk thv ,hahkav h,hhbp
- vru,c asuenu ause 'oka euxp ,tzf vgcmv hsh kg uejn, hrv ?ekng og i,nu-tanku ktrah ,ru,k vn /ktrah ,ru, oac

?ekngn ;xf ,kce sgc 'ekng og ouka sgc ughcm, ',sv hbhdn 'o,t ot 'ekngc oav ojkhh lht /"rus rusn ekngc wvk vnjkn"

'ofhbpk snug hbt (h"tpn hkxpxn ,uthre - okutc agr) /hnutk iurfz ouh od 'hctk iurfz ouh od 'ubkufk iurfz ouh ',cyc vrag ouhv
';ukj hbc ov ost hhj - vhmhzuput 'vhmhktue /vzv vagnv ,t uag, kt :ofhbpk ibj,nu ihntn ic ihntn hsuvhf ',uh,sv ,udkpnv hrcj

?utkc chavk ohbfun uhv, tk vz ihbg kgu 'o,dkp,v ,uh,s ,ubc ka ixuhd kg se,at hrv ?o,htr tk lht /vhmhktue hhj rnuju-ke
i,nu-tan sgc sh ohnhrn vhdhmb-vhrcs ratf ktrah ,buntcu ktrah ,sc hrcgv rgubv ihnth lht /of,bunt og 'ofbupmn og usjhh,v
tk vgcdc adkhp vagn inzn rat vcgu,k sh ub,, kt 'vzv ogv kg uxuj 'ubusu uca 'uxbf,v 'usjhh,v iurjtv gdrc 'if kgu ?vhbnrd og

/ubh,usku,c v,unf v,hv
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 (3304 - 302 ws (."f r"r) icutr rga

o"cnrv exup ifu urnt k"zj (t ohngy vakan ,tzu ohjmrnv ,nut og ohnukha ,ujha kuvhbk hrxunv ;eu,v kfc sdb,vk ah hrv
,t vjn, vjn rntba ekng ka ugrz ,hrfvku lkn ovk ,ubnk .rtk i,xhbf ,gac ktrah uu,mb ,uumn aka ohfkn ,ufkvn wt erpc

/ / / "udu ekng rfz

jf rsgvn kct ,hbupmnvu ,hrxunv vcujv kfc vhbnrd ekng ,hhjn ihs ,t ohhek ,uraptu vnmg ,kgc vbht ktrah ,kann obnt
hcdk er tk ohcxun vhhjnu vneb /,gsv iuhdvu ejrnv cr sug ohjmrn og i,nu tan kuvhb hsf sg vhhjnvu vnebv ,nhan ,t gmck

ohsguhn vhhjnvu vnebv hf wudu va sg ruan uk rat kf ,t ,nrjvu rntb u"y erp ktunac /i,rmu,u uh,urujx hcdk od tkt chutv ;ud
tk ekng ka ,ubufnvu vrujxv vavu ruav hsh kg ekng oa ,t rhtavk ohkukgv iurfz ,uceg kf okugv iurfzu okugv ouhen ruegk

iunnu aufr ,utmu,c od vnu upudc kfc ekng ,t ohrjvk ah vhhjnvu vnebv uum ohhueh

i,ut kcek ihf, ktrahu if,h tk hrv ,ubhfnu vrujx ka ,rmu,c ohhumhp ktrahk unkahu o,uchhj,vc usngh ohbnrdv hf jhbb ot od (c
 / / /u,run,c ,ubvhku

ihc ueja vbgd, obnt ot vbgd,a ,ubufnv in vnf ye gdrk ohrganu ,gsv kg ohkgn ubt oukf ,hmtbv vhag,c od ihsv tuvu
ktrah hsh vbsgr, tk obntv i,rmu, rumhhcu i,kgpvc i,be,vcu irumhhc lrp ,sucg uscg ohsuvh vnf ktrah ,unmgu os ovhkdkd

an,avku gudbk ,hsuvh sh kfu, obntv ?ubngn hahkav ekjk vsnav ,ubufn uanhau uhva ohjmrnv og ka rumhhv hkfc gudbku kcek
ohruvyu ohause osc ,ukucyu ,udupxv ukt ,ubufnn ,hbnrd ,rmu,c

vkhzdvu vzhcv ,t rhtavk tk hsf asj ihpbtc vneb suxh kg ovheunhb ,t ohxxcn ohbnrdv og i,nu tanc ohssmnv ihcn ohcr (d
/ / / ktrah ,snav rjtk vhbnrd hshc

kg ktrah lkn ctjt ,t jhfuv thcbv uvhkta ihbgc tuvu yrp ka vagn kg er sckc vz kg rntbu rntb ,arh odu ,jmrv ka ihbgv
ubkga ekngk xjhc kct vjn, vjn ka vuumn vb,hb tku vneb ka ,uar vb,hb tk ctjt vagn kg hf ,ucb orf ka vkhzdv vagn

,jmr ka iuhdvv kycu ogyv kyhb ktrah kkfk gdubv iushb vz iushbc hrv vhhjnu vneb ka vuumnu ihs ,usvhv rxun vuumu vru,v v,uum
ibufn vhv uryan shxh rat ohjmrnv og vzv rusv ekng ohhumhpu ohnukhak ouen iht vnutv kkf obuhek gbubv rcsc ifa ,arh odu
,uhrzft lu, drva vz ohbya og ohauseu ohehsm ,uhjtu ohjt ohbuhkhn vaa ushnavu ujmra ohekngv og ktrah ogu oa ,t ruegk

ghhfva sh ovk yhauvku ubhsh ,t khgdvk ubk ruxt uz vxbt og hf epx iht utyj ogy ungy tka ,ueubh,u ohskh iuhkhnn vkgnk
ubf kg onka ,t ovk rhzjvk

 (431 sung q j"n ekj q rutnv

/eruh uhb ihkeurc 'kxnt rhtn crv

,rhyb gdubc 'sutn sg gh,pn rntn 'vru, ,rzg kvbn ihebgv whkt ;xuh wr oxrupnv crv oxrhp uhkxfc wj ouhn "sht rgs" iugucac
/ohbnrdk vcht

og chhjk rapt ht hrvu 'vcht ,rhybu ,uneb hrjt lkv tk okugnu 'okugnu ztn oukavu ogubv hfrs uhfrs ktrah oga 'uhrcs ,hmn,
'ubng ka unuhe ignk 'iufb if kgu 'vjyccu yeavc ohsuvh oa uhj vnjknv hbpka jufak ihtu 'ohbfpvn ubnn utmha khcac oka

ohbcra vn thv vkusd vbfxu /ohhumhp okaku yrj,vk ukhj,v rcfa yrpcu 'ohbnrdv og oukac uhjh ktrah ,bhsnu vkudc ktraha
/ / / /(k"bv "sht"c ,ufhrtc vtr) ohbnrdv ,t ;rjkn ohrvzb obht vru, hc,ufu

ignk 'rhme hnh kf ougheuvu kuta hbc ,gca ovhshc rxnu ;xf hmrc xhhp,vk umr tka hrjt ohbugcdc iuckg ,t gc, v"gnvs otu
uzv ,uxhhp,va ogyv hrv 'y"g ,unchc ibhrntsf 'thxvrpc ohna oa ase,hu '"uzf vc ecsvk whutra vnut lk iht" urnthu g"vut utrh
'ohkgb sgc osucf ,t ohrfuna ';xf hkkuz uzf vnut lk iht" g"vt urnth ot ',uxhhp,vv thc, sucf htn ishs iusbc kct 'a"vek vnrd

"!,uyurp ka rpxn sgc ohxhhp,nu ohfkuvu ahkan r,uh ovn ushnav 'utr vbvu

lxc oxhhpku ktrah ka ovhtbua ,t sctku shnavk rapta g"vut utrh ot ';xub iuxt u"j ubhkg yhnvk vkukg uzf vsng tcrstu
/a"nh "rnrhya"v lrug u,gac arsu c,f lf tkv ,ntcu /ljudn

ihhsg vagnka odv) hbuhdvu icun odvbn hrv 'ohbnrdv ohtbua og xhhp,vk ohfkuva crgnv hngn sunkk ubhkga 'ihebv crv c,fa vn
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ot uhafgu 'ovhrg ,t uchrjvu ohpkt ,utn ushnavu ohbnrdv og vnjkn uag ueezuvaf crgnv ,umrt hf '(h,ntv oukav ouh eujr
;y 'iezu rgb shnavku jumrk ubbhgk usng ovu ohbnrdv og vrd,v tk tkv ubng kct /lfk vfhrm o,ga ot 'xhhp,vk ohkufh ohmur

/vjfau humhr rcs kg caujk ukhpt rapt vz lht kct 'okundf ovk chavku ovc oeb,vk ohfkuv ubjbt ihta odvu 'gapn ohpj 'ohabu

 (5c sung uf ;s ihrsvbx ,fxn hkcc sunk,

hbuz,htk vhk rapts tkt irnt tk hnb thxvrpcu /tk - vgbhmc kct 'thxvrpc - hkhn hbv /,usgk ihkuxp rjt rcs hkfut :injb cr rnt
tuv vh,uhj - vhk rapt tk kct 'thxvrpc vhapb hzcn teu 'vgbhmc

 (6c sung uf ;s ihrsvbx ,fxn h"ar

- rjt rcs hkfutxnjs garf vhk vuv 'iunn ,njn oav kukhj huvs ohrfbv in vesm hkcen 

 (7c sung h ;s tr,c tcc ,fxn hkcc sunk,

ouka ouan uvbhkce 'tcrs vhne uvbhrsa `uvbhkce tku hnt hcrs vhnek hrbhs vtn gcrt vrsa 'tfkn rucas vhnht zhnruv trpht
/,ufkn ouka ouan ?tcru ?v,ut ,urhtn ,utc ohab vbrca, vrhme achc +z"f uvhgah+ vhk ,hk :rnt 'speht hnt hcr gna /,ufkn

 (8zm inhx t ekj chahkt crv ,ucua, .cue

vfrc /"zbfat hnfj ,ru, kgpn" kvbnu atr t"yhka ohucxeuc ;xuh vsug,ku vru,k ohkgp cr d"vrv hshsh sucf 'u"ka, rhht wh v"c
/cr wukau

 
hc,f rushx ,utmuvu ,uhvu ',ubua ,upue,n zbfat hkusdn h",f ukd,b iurjtv inzcu ,uhv 'vktav s"gu 'h,kce ixhb jrh hvkan uc,fn
otv (k"bv h",f hrcjn uskub ovca ,unuenvn) whbnrdn k"bv vrynk ohpxf kcek ohhufhx ah vbvu 'cr iuvk ohkug xupsk o,bfvu shv

/ / //tk ut 'ovn ohpxf kcek ruxtu "vbrca, vrhme auchc"s ,"k ouan vzc ah
ohrsbt vuvs hshn 'ovn ohkcen b"fvhck rcs csbnv hud 'oa s"uhc rtucnv hpk vzu 'ovn kcek ohtars vtrb ubhbpca vktavk gdubc

a"nf tuv ogyvu u"gr whx tburc h"rvn ,"uac a"nf ubnn ohkcen ,"xk vpn csbnv hud ifu 'o"ufgv in ,ubcre ohkcena ,ucsbu
rusx ,utmuv ,t innk tuv ;xfv ,ryna s"bc z"hpku ',rpfn thva hbpn ovn ihkcen ihts tuv vesm teuss c"cs e"p h"rat ,vdvc

 / / /k"bv vrynk ovn kcek r,unu 'vesmk ihbg vz iht o,xpsvu h",f
rucg ,,k ohsnug ova ebgnv 's"bc v"vs k"hu 'whk chvh vuv tk whbhn vtbv k"uvs utk ht u"f vkhdnc ibhrntsf tuv vb,n ka rsdvu

 /vb,nf k"uvu 'uvc hrehh,ns tuv hruehh,hts kkdc tuv 'utmh omrtna hcrcr hkat hbv ka rutk h",f ,tmuv
sugu 'r,un cr ejusva iuhf htsus 'eupep oua tkc (ohhudn) kcek udvba vn kg vun,k ihtu" c,fa s"br whx a"vurgc h,htr oukvu

ubhbhc ihtu z"nz vxbrpv v,g odu 'z"g rucgk tka uhkg kceau c"vzc hrhhnu wuf ubnn ihkcen vesm i,b otu ohfkn wvn h"pc wf o"cnrva
/"f"ug

 (9c"vrt ,kannn ,unur, ,kce crv zfrn ,chah n"h ourp hukv vsuvh hfsrn crv (81 ws) 'ceghk ,tz rufz

,kannn vfhn, kcek rjhvv ihcvk lhrm f"tu ohkcenv ohcrc teus tuv vbrca, vrhme auchc ka ruxhtv rehgs ubhrcsn tmuhv
 vbrca, vrme auchc ouan vzc ahs c"vt

 ikvk urtc,ha ohngy vzht hpk cajh vumnk whpt lphvku ruxht vzc ihtu kcek r,una ohngy vnfn vtrb obntwtk"mz crv f"anpg 
ruxht aaj oua ihta kkf epxk ouen iht rcsv if otu ,hkkfv vpuek ohcsb,n ova ohktrah rhgc oa ah htsus k"bv vktak oa

ktrahu ohrcd vc aha rhg y"v v"p oa hnkaurhc j"fu v"p ihyhdc thv vfurg t,pxu, hrva ktrah ,pue lrumk uz vpuen kcek
/ / /ohhud whbgu ktrah hhbg ihxbrpnu ohhud kanu ktrah kan ihcud ohtcdv

wcktrah oa rehhn vzcu ktrah hhbgk teus iuufn o"ufgvaf tkt vrhme auchc lhha ihta hk vtrbu k"zu c"ex s"br whx s"uhc u"yv p"g 
vhc ,hku kusd ,ufz iht sh yaupv kf kg injr ugcy smn tuv tkt ktrah kg teus u,buuf iht o"ufgva f"tan wuf kusd ,ufz ah vzc
ov hrva ktrah ubta ouan eru lt ktrahk ekjk c"vt ,buuf ihta htsuc ishs iushbc a"tu k"fg rehg k"b if vrhme auchc ouan

kkf ruxht vzc iht f"t ktrah tuv ratc ktrahk sjuhn tk vzu ongyu ovheunhb hpk vfhn,u guhx ukuf okugv kfk ohekjn
wdwfa unfu kkf ruxht itf uht vesmc tku vb,nu sucf ka lrsc i,ub ot kct ohhbgk sjuhnu vesm ka lrsc i,yaf tkt ruxhtv iht 

f"gu vesm tku vb,n unf huvu ohhbgk sjuhn teus utku kkfk i,hb vfhn,v ishs ishbc f"tu a"g c"g wu ;s z"g wndn jhfuvk oa k"mz crv
vzc ruxht iht

ws,ukdc ov ktrah og kfu ,htnmg vbhsn ktrahk ihta teus vz ,ukdv ,t ihfhrtns ouan tuv vrhme auchc ruxhtvs asjk vtrb 
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vcrva ;t ,htnmg vbhsn ubk aha uhafg kct lanb ,ukdv tkhnnu o,ufkn lan, tk z"hga tuv ruxhtv zt o"ufgv iuyka ,j, ann
,ufhn, i,n h"g r,uh ,ezj,n ktrah ,bhsna vn kf tcrstu vzc ,ukdv ihfhrtna kkf ruxhtv vbc iht ,umup,c sug ohtmnb ktrahn
tku cajh sug vumnk lphvk f"tu vnhkav vkutdk lhkv,c cka tuv vbhsnv euzhj hf ,ukdv rmek vzc ah hrv ghcmn hpk vk oheueza

ruxhtk
wvkcek r,un ot vzc kpkpk lhha zt ,unutv kff vukau ouka ka cmnc whv ktrah ot lhha whv k"bv vktav kfs hrehgv ogyv tuvu 

vhchut smn sna ka vbfxc vbu,b ktrah ,bhsna ukuf okugv kfc tndus uk ihta ouhf ubt ubcmn hpk kct ruxt ut o"ufgv in vesm
yrpcu kkfv ,kmvu kkfv ka apb juep ouan vc ah whv, tka vrum vzhtc guhxu vfhn, kf hzt rcg kdn v,ut ohphenv ohcrv

tkt obht ubhrcs kfu ishs ishbc vbrca, vrhme auchc ka ruxht ka ukhpt tbhnt vuv e tku vhbpc snuga rcs lk iht vkuf vbhsnv
kf rat k"mz ivf cegh wr crv tcr trcd htv rehv ubshnk, ka urfzk ohnuar ohrcsv uhvhu t,hhruts tkupkpc hsv v"cevu tkupkpk

oh,nv ,hj,cu vnhkav vkutdk curec vfzbu vkutdv ,t ,cren rat rugha ihtk r,xc vesm i,nc vcrv exg uhnh

10)https://www.jewishpress.com/sections/features/features-on-jewish-world/the-german-reparations-question/2

018/08/22/

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky announced at a New York gathering:

    The majority opinion sides with the opinion of Rav Aharon Kotler who opposed all negotiations with Germany

even if large sums of reparations can be obtained. One can file suit against a killer and a thief and receive damages
from him, but one cannot conduct negotiations with killers and receive something that rewards horrific acts. Rav
Kotler is concerned that the Government of Israel wants to put an end to Germany’s culpability and to establish
friendly relations between the two peoples. Chareidi Jewry should not participate in this endeavor.

 (11j"p ws crv apb

ov vzc ukhtfa vadrvv ,t ov ukceh tka wtv ohngy hban vhbnrdn ohhumhpv hns hnuka, ,kce sdb ohcrc ubcr arsa lthv hbrufz
vcrv vcrv rjta h,gnau rcs oua ovn jehk ubk ruxtu ohbnrdk ovk ah ekng ihs tbhsns wcvu o,nat ,cuj hsh ohtmuhu ohrpf,n
tk vhbnrdn hpxfv guhxv huchr tkuk hrva ,ubufb uhv tk vzc u,gsu u,snga whruyxhvv vjhfuv hkuta uhshnk,n sjtk ubcr ghcv ohba

j,p,vk vkufh vbhsnv v,hv

12) https://www.etzion.org.il/en/shiur-02-10-september-1952-reparations-germany#_ftnref5

Rav Dr. Nechemia Kleinman, told me that he, as a Holocaust survivor, was entitled to accept money from Germany.
He asked Rav Soloveitchik for his opinion. The Rav told him that even though he opposed accepting any money, once
the money is being distributed, one is allowed to accept it.

 (13zf inhx u ekj rzghkt .hm ,"ua

/ / /z"ha, iuhx t"f /v"c /vhbnrdn ohnukhav hpxfn ohpxf ragn ragk vumn ah ot

ujek ovn rat ohrjuxv ka ohnukhav dux :ubhhv 'vhbnrdn kcen osta ohnukhav hpxf ragk vumn vbah ot ofj ,kta ktua r",f
tka p"gt asjn ragk m"ta cauj obnt hf u,gs ,t r",f ghcn vkta hsf lu, /vshct chanf er tuv uhafgu raugn vhv rcfa aufr

 /f"g raugn vhv rcfu onmg ohkcenv ka ;xfv ov ohnukhavu ,uhvc 'sug ;xfv ,utrk ohpmn uhv

'ohjuur hrtac lfk vumn vbaha vsn v,utn ,ujp tk vkt ohnukha hpxf ragk vumnv vbah rhpa tkt 'hsng if tk s"bgpk vbvu (t)
ohjmurv ohbnrdva aufrvu ohpxfv o,utn ohbshgu ishg vz okau rund auth rcf uath,v ohkgcva rcsv rurcu ,uhvc 'tuvu

f"tu 'ovhkgc hshk ohnkugk rcf urzjuh tk suav hpxf hf okuf hbhgc od if rcsv vnsb vhv ubnzca tkt sug tku ovn ussa ohgaupvu
ohba rpxn hbpk shxpv ukhtf z"rvu 'asujn juhr ushk vbt ohektv ukhtf 'itfk utc ,uasj ohbp ,gfu 'ovn ukzt ,ubuatrv ,ugnv
ihtu uhjuur sdbf uhsxpv ohcajn tks g"ufs tchkt tuv tbhsa vzf juhr jhurv ohba vnf rucgfu usxpv od rcf caju ohuxn sxpv

gsub ,"uau s"fr whx rhth ,uju s"p whx ohrpt rga ,"uac vzc ihhg 'iucajv tuknc uhjuur ragk ushc vumnu 'juhrv in sxpvv ohtknn
/k"nftu 'a"hhg wu whx t"j ."cgh ,"uau 'j"me whx s"uhj ,"usvn vsuvhc


