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36. N30 W) — Interest and increase. These two terms are
synonymous. In effect, therefore, the prohibition against
interest is mentioned twice, so that those who charge or pay

32 As for the cities of the Levites, the homes in the cities of their ancestral heritage, the Levites shall

have an eternal right of redemption. 33 And what one will buy from the Levites — a home that has it are in violation of two commandments (Rashi; Sifia),

i i i - 0 out in the Jubilee year; for the homes of @ Kli Yakar suggests that the word W3, interest, is derived
been so'ld or .the city f)f its 'ancestr al hentflge shall gh (2 I 1%34 But the flelds of the from the same root as nywy, biting, and describes what
the Levite cities, that is their ancestral heritage among the Chi re.n of Israel! happens to the borrower: the transaction bites into his
open land of their cities may not be sold; for it is an eternal heritage for them. wealth. The word na7n, increase, describes what happens to

. O _ : e e SUER T, the lender; his fortune increases.
* [*)If your brother becomes impoverished and his means falter in Yyoyk proximity, you shall Ao8 DN — And you shall fear your God, Without this
strengthen him — proselyte or resident — so that he can live with you. §Dg not take }ng him fear, it would be difficult to restrain someone from taking
interest and increase; and you shall fear your God — and let your brother live with you. JDO not interest, because it seems reasonable to receive something

7 . 7 : in return for the use of one’s money.
give him your money for interest, and do not give your food for increas , 38 ] am HASHEM, your God, el Y

Who took you out of the land of Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan, to be God L{nto you.
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Lending money with interest to a fellow Jew is forbidden. The Torah’s — e il -
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Do not take either advance or accrued interest from him, but fear
your God and let your brother live alongside you.

Although taking interest is prohibited outright, the Oral Torah
dpes allow for certain “loopholes” that enable one to charge a fellow ;
Jew for money he borrows. One method is to lend with a heter iska, a - 7_4‘}"‘, chas 7?,655 - — e
<transaction permit” that makes the lender a partner of the borrower;\ I 5 ) By Rabbi Avrohom Pam
tll(; money the lender earns on the loan is then considered profitz PIMND AN AKX
rather than interest. Another way is to lend the money with interest to ) . 0 L i
; 1 non-Jew, so he will lend it with};nterest to the Jew who wishes to bor- Did You Conduct Your Business “aiers Wit Futthi

row. <3 The Questions
What is the purpose of issuing an outright prohibition if the Torah

allows ways to circumvent it?

After a person has lived his years on earth, he must appear before the _
{Beis Din Shel Maalah (Heavenly Tribunal) and answer, among other ?

«~/ Torah economics are a unique blend of free-market capitalism and questions: “IyNKI NON DXW) — Did you conduct your business affairs }

elements of socialism that are concerned with the welfare of the less for- | with faith? (usually taken to mean with integrity’), TR% oy nyap

tunate. The Torah does not differentiate between a rich Jew and a poor  — Did you establish set times for studying Torah?. . mywr ey — Did
iR i Yyou anticipate the redemption?’ (Shabbos 31a). Interestingly, another

Tow Ec—ca&ing t0 Ethe lettar of the law charging interest to either of  S0Urce in the Talmud (Kiddushin 40b, Sanhedrin 7a) says that a person
i — Tibited d is first judged in regard to Torah which, as Tosafos points out, is an
em is prohibited.

) ,jn(appurent contradiction. Tosafos then explains that while in judgment,
3 However, the Torah acknowledges the need for exceptions for the business conduct takes precedence over Torah study. Retribution is in a

sake of a smooth-running society. If, for example, a rich man wants to different sequence: Punishment for neglecting Torah study comes first.
borrow money to invest, why should anyone want to tie up his money ,The reason? The cause of a person’s misconduct in business is a lack of
by lending it if he does not stand to gain from the investment? To en- proper knowledge of Tor “h,“”d a lack of loya.lty. to its te“Chi_"gs' All els,e
X P : - is built upon that foundation. ... The questioning starts with a man’s
courage the free flow of capital in order to benefit society at large, the o integrity in personal relationships with others but punishment begins at
Torah makes it possible for the rich man to find people to finance hisin- the source — laxity in Torah study.

vestments by allowing for exceptions to the rule, either through heter 6

iska or through the agency of a non-Jew. 2§ Why This Topic?

If someone takes advantage of either of these loopholes to charge At first glance, a discussion of honesty and correct business practices
ingerest to a Jew in need who must borrow money, that person blatantly  may appear to be out of order, since such fundamental principles of
violates the spirit of the law. This is why the Torah issues an unequivo- ~ Torah could well be taken for granted. It is 'l'lnteTESfing to note, how- ever,
cal warning: “If your brother grows impoverished and loses the ability that the Gemara uses the term " — "Did you conduct your %ff?“f

. - : with emunah — with faith?” — instead of tzedek,” “mishpat” or "din
“to support himself...do not take advance or accrued interest from him, —Were you righteous, or just, or lawful, in your business affairs? The
y¢but fear your God.” The crucial point to remember is to IM, reasﬁight be because emunah has a two-fold meaning — integrity
— God alone knows what is in your heart, and He knows whether your aﬁq faith in God. Complete trust in God would prompt one to act even
use of these loopholes is in accordance with the spirit of the law,




™11 NN 0489, beyond the letter of the law, and imbue him with a [162]
¢ higher sense of ethics; his faith dispels any apprehensions about loss of

dncome resulting from ethical conduct. b l
7 The Chofetz Chaim declared that a God-fearing man entering the : -
? field of commerce is obliged to carefully study the second section of ' Let us turn to the Gemara’s teaching regarding the day of reckoning before Beis
(Choshen_Mishpat (the section of the Codes dealing with monetary | Din shel Matlah, the Heavenly Tﬁb“_“a!f When a person is br‘?‘fght_ 1 Beavanly
matters), especially those halachos dealing with cheating, and the J"!ng‘?ﬂ.t.a;'!b?c{?.‘:‘[@’i opening question is, “Have you conducted your b“s}:“e_iﬁ-de}":ht'}’lgi

ibility of an error in sale ( 227-238), Just as a shochet is obligated to Ay s e, sl nunses diens o O Lo e

possi Y = .or i = 8 would seem to be of much greater significance than how one conducted one’s business.
learn the laws of ritual SIaUghter’ and a sofer must be an expert in the There are even some mitzvos that are so important that one who ignores or trespasses
field of Torah script, so too must a merchant be equally proficient in the on them forfeits his share in the World to Come and his right to be considered &
halachos pertinent to his profession, It would be wonderful if just as
ordination is granted to Rabbis to permit them to enter the rabbinate, so
too would some form of semichah in 2901 npn nid%a (Laws of
Commerce) be instituted for people entering the business Field.

DORASH DOVID

member of Bnel Yisrael. Why does the Heavenly Court hone in on financial matters? |
g~ loreover, why does the Gemara uge the term Lbemunah, “faithfully” rather than a term
P what would seem more appropriate to business dealings, such as, bémes, “honestly,” or
U."fvasher, “with integrity”? '

x|

<goeé3 Defects in Sales = e
When selling an item, a person must be very careful that it does. not
have any flaw in it, or that it be lacking in any way. And sh?uld it be
flawed, he must notify the would-be purchaser in advance, for if he does

We propose that the question, “Have you conducted your business dealings
“aithfully?” does not refer exclusively to honesty vs. deceit or integrity vs. crookedness.
Rather, it refers to faithfulness to Hashem. “Have you placed your faith in Hashem even
hile plying you ave you conducted your business with emunah in Hashem

$ ...... -

S and bitachon that Hexs El}g_SOurcC of all success?” For that is the foundation of dealing

not, the sale may be invalid. If it is a defect that would cause a person to
reconsider the purchase, not informing the putchaser would be deemed
deception. This consideration applies whether the purchaser is a Jew or

[agentile, for one may not take their money under a'false pretext — gezel
akum is forbidden. (The Chofetz Chaim cites various sources; the

Rambam, Hilchos Geneivah 7:8, among others.) Should a person have
made this kind of invalid sale, he must return the money.

4 Similarly, a person is not permitted to cheat anybody — Jew and non-
Jew alike — in any manner, in keeping with the passage: "Do not com-
mit an injustice in measures, weights or volume” (Leviticus 19:36). You
must make an exact accountin g with the person who buys. “Committin g <0 as ‘wrongdoer] ‘despised; ‘detestable; ‘ostracized’ and ‘abominable™ (Toras Kohanim,

such an injustice is an abomination before God” (Deuterondm 25:16) “edoshim, parshah 3). Thus we see the stringency of the prohibition that forbids
\ Y el v Jishonest businesp practices, for it is identified with the me Emiqolggx;gsleyvgg for

=onestly, with integrity. Only one who truly believes that Divi
2nd guides every aspect of each individual’ life, w]
sverything he owns has been presented to him by t gnize Z
soth success and féllure are in the Hands of Hashem and are not dependent on his own
.avolvement - onAl.y' a'iae;sor; with that level of faith can conduct his business dealings f
“onestly and with integrity. Such a person will never attempt to deceive his fellow, for

<22 will never think to take anything that is not clearly and indisputably his."

vidence directs

N\
L

The Siach Yitzchak! explains this as the reason for the Torah's harsh words about
:ne who utilizes false weights and measures in commerce: “For all who do this, all
-ho commit wrongful acts, are an_ abomination before Hashem your G-d” (Devarim

-3:16). Even stronger is the language of Chazal: “If one measures falsely, he is referred

» «Jolatry: ‘bomination; Getestable’ and ‘stracized®
'4§ Defective Merchandise . The Siach Yitzchak elaborates, “The reason dishonesty and deceit in ‘monetary

dealings is considered as severe a sin as idol worship can be understood through an

The Chofetz Chaim also cites examples dealing with the purchaser:
When a person who has discovered that an item he purchased has a
Ydefect, and uses it anyway, he may not bring it back for a refund, for use
implies acceptance (Choshen Mishpat 232:3). Of course, if the defect is
discovered after the item is used, it is a different matter, and a refund is
in order. But the purchaser must be certain that he did not cause the flaw.

analysis of how idolatry began: The concept of idolatry arose in the early generations
among those who thought that the Creator had abandoned the world that He had
created, leaving it o its own devices.... And one who is deceitful in commercial matters .

( supports every creature, from the largest to the smallest; that on Rosh Hashanah the

(A person may feel that the shopkeeper will return the item to the
manufacturer, and the manufacturer has thousands of such items; what

F, difference does one more make? This type of rationalization is, of course,

invalid and self-deceiving)

Creator determines the precise quantity of sustenance that each human being will
receive during the new year, and none will receive the minutest amount more or less
than that which has been assigned to him. Accordingly, someone engaged in wrongful
practices perforce thinks that everything he earns s totally dependent on the sharpness_

=B of his own actions; that by deceiving his fellow and stealing from him, he will increase
his Qersorialgﬁe;;lth_v.H;sAtruly' like an idolater...for ‘his power and the strength of his
hand™® are the objects of his worship Thus we see that a lack of integrity in business
dealings is indicative of a lack of faith in Hashem.

Similarly, when examining an article one must be careful not to
damage it in any way. When people purchase a lulav, and they examine
it for defects, such as a split down the spine, they may well cause the split

by examining it carelessly; and then say, “I don’t want this one. Let me
see another orle, please.”” This is a common occurrence, and one should
ke exceptionally careful about i,

L17)

«<§ Charity and Justice

We may add that if someone truly believes that Hashem has-consigned to him
whatever he owns, as trustee or custodian over it, that person will not deceive his fellovy,
nor will lending someone money without charging interest on the loan be difficult for
him. In the words of the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch (34:1): “A person must never allow theg f

(

) thought to enter his mind, “Why should T decrease my money by giving it away to the) )
poor?” for he must bear in mind that his money is not really his. Rather, it is a trust) |
(, 8iven to him to enable him to fulfill the Will of the Consignor” .

1

In his introduction to Ahavas Chessed, the Chofetz Chaim comments Thus, the question, “Have you conducted your business dealings faithfully?” is not
on G-d’s reference to Avraham Avinu: “I love him because he will only an inquiry about money and the h:);lesty of one’s monetary endeavors vis-a-vis
command his children and his household after him, that they will keep one’s business contacts. Rather, the essence of the question addresses the spiritual aspect
the way of G-d, to do charity and justice” (Genesis 18:19). “'Justice” zﬁnf one’s dealings as well. The real meaning of the question is, “Have you conducted_ |
refers to doing things correctly, in keeping with the law. my" your business dealings in accordance with your role as .H'fzshem’s faithful ‘trustee of |
involves yielding to somebody else’s needs beyond the requirements of the goods, property or services involved in the deal?” This is the first question put to ;
the law. How are these two expressions to apply simultaneously? a person on his day of reckoning because it embraces every nuance of ones character. ?

3¢ The Chofetz Chaim explains that in dealing with somebody else, one
must not say, “He won’t mind if I pay him a little less for the item.” Or
when sending out an order, “He won’t mind if I short-supply him
slightly.” With regard to fulfilling one’s obligation to somebody else, the
tule should be mishpat, justice — adhering to the letter of the law, no_
matter how Insignificant the amount. On the other hand, in your
expectations from others, the rule should be tzedakah — tend to be/

{ generous and waive your rights in minor matters. Thus, tzedakah and/
wmishpat can both reside within the same person.

|

O 3
%leticulous Care in Money Matters — Testimony to Emunah and Bitachon

We can now address the question we raised earlier: Nowadays, when the laws of
shemittah are observed only to a limited degree and the conditions of galus prevent us
from fulfilling the laws of yovel, what mitzvos are there to teach us the basic lessons i
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emunah and bltﬂchon that we once learned from the mitzvos of shemittah and yovers
We can reach very high levels of emunah and bitachon in Hashem by conducting our
bysiness dealings with honesty and integrity, without fonaiah and ribbis. For one who
comports his monetary affairs through the medium of bitachon will never deceive his
fellow; he will never interfere with someone ‘else’s ability to earn his living; he will
never resort to false weights and measures. On the contrary, he will not be afraid to
.assist his fellow in gaining a safe financial foothold, even when the other person neither
rec1procates nor ack_nowledges hls kindness. In thls vein, the Chazon Ish writes in his
 treatise Emunah U'bitachon (2: 5), “Do not be worned if someone else opens a store
*.[to compete ‘with yours] Instead make an effoxt to  help him succeed; offer him useful
advice; do whatever mxght benefit his endeavor

When people conduct their business dealings faithfully, and when they extend
interest-free loans to others, their worthy deeds cry out, “The Earth is Mine!” Just as
q?obsewmg the mitzvos of shemittah and yovel testifies to the fact that Hashem reigns

supreme in His universe, so do one’s commltment to the mitzvah of faithful commerce
and on€’s observance of the prohibition of lending money at interest testify that Hashem
is Master and Ruler over all our possessions.'

Conversely, lending money at interest, unlike other methods of earning a living,

ey

;

separates a person from bitachon and dependence on Hashem, because, as Kli Yakar ~J

(Vayikra 25:36) explains, “Every merchant or trader raises his eyes in silent prayer
to Hashem, for he-can never be certain that he will gain or lose as a result of any
particular transaction. But the usurer’s profit is known from the outset...and so he feels
tonﬂdent that he can turn his heart aWay from Hashem = Kli Yakar concludes that the

element of bitachon from a person’s heart.'

-

The similarity between transgressing the prohibition of ribbis and disregarding the

are basically the samé. The Gemara teaches, “Whoever lends money at interest will see

(ldws of shemittah does not end here, for the respective punishments for these two sins

~\/be forced to sell his movable goods....

his possessions | falten” (Bavu Metzia 71a). And the punishment for transgressing the
laws of shemittah, as  mentioned above, is exile from the Land, as another passage in the
Gemara states: “A person who buys and sells the produce of shemittah will eventually
If he still does not feel that he has done wrong,
he will eventually have to sell his fields...his daughter...himself” (Kiddushin 20a). The
common root of these two punishments is that one who believes in and relies on his
own power - in deﬁance of the lessons in hitachon that shemittah and ribbis teach -

exiled from its Land. Consequently, they will reach the understanding that Hashem is

/

the Master of the entire world - the vetxlesson that ‘they refused to learn when they

were on solid economic footing.
Now we can understand why the Torah juxtaposes the prohibitions of monetary

deceit and lending money with interest with the mitzvos of shemittah and yovel; the
fundamental concepts that they teach are one and the same - we must continuously

* reinforce our emunah and bitachon in Hashem'” and must constantly remember that

whatever exists is His. This remforeement will bring us to scrupulous honesty with
“regard to both other people’s money and our own business ethics; it will train us to

\ avoid any trace of deceit, any tinge of theft, any hint of dishonesty. It will also encourage

us to use our own assets to assist others, for we will truly understand and mtemalue
that everything is His and tha I ‘Wil that we i
others. For at the root of all th  mitzy
dlghen,
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his pasuk is the source in the Torah for the mitzvah of
tzedakah. While most Jews are generous and caring,
and “bend over backward” to help their brethren in their time of

4 need there are those who have a cynical attitude toward tzedakah /
( recipients. “Let them go out and work!” they say. “Why are they so/

j

- gluggishness in trying to earn a living?

lazy?” Such remarks are sometimes heard from those who resist
parting with. their hard-earned money to assist their impoverished
fellow Jews.

hen the Chofetz Chaim would hear such comments, he would
respond by saying: The Gemara (Niddah 16b) says that at the
time of a person’s conception, it is decreed in Heaven whether he
will be rich or poor. If his destiny is to be poor, then Hashem must
give him the “tools” to fulfill his task in Iife.

A poor person frequently lacks the ambition and drive to suc-
ceed, his “bones are heavy,” and he may be a shlemazel who
lacks the natural ability to earn money. It is not necessarily his
fault, and therefore it is unfair to say that he is collecting money
because he is too lazy to work. This is all part of the Divine decree *
on this person that he be a pauper. How can he be blamed for his}

#V Therefore, those whom Hashem has blessed with wealth should

take this factor into account and deal benevolently with the needy.

nYwa ox any nnv R 12 Ty

|8
PR iR D Y 10 DY SN
MNLRI_prna? Pown 10w
NIMRD 027 070N OWIR DNIRD WP
Xm0 Tonne XYY 00BN INNAWT N
onw yawn 3773 nvan aw? Yowa
I 0TI 1Y WREM MK W
%n:«m: PIn% OPAR I3 W RYR
IR oW ,X121 93 Py muIpn nwn
7RI OO DMWAR WaR Yy qywn®
Y9999 o MIRZIN_NAMI LP5% 011End
MR_90%_X¥nAN_0UpnI: Tona ovn
VTR N3N 71112 100390 Bnn RN

S3MNT PEOFS APRY BENT Sy
[YENE TRawEe
M;bana @R Y1 o0 any 3mesy
T RTA TIY WR YW T
o naIm PYy_Ywipw 137 nR

ona MW e e PR
by pogmt mAwn XM DDA TN
Anow 131 ,¥371 ¥31 732 Pan awr 9
N — e e
Y53 /72 MY : 271 (720 X oY) | wRIY
A1 ,UIDR INMWRR PRI 1a2v
(73 12 R 9w PR 72272 07PN
5’73 by TRV pIND Y52 MILLWR TIY
55 1131 AT P 2% JMaT YR 071
Lk ks
S99 AN Yo T "
1

19733 WRHW 7 2Y RI 73207 PN
oTp BY 792 0K UKW NWA

o°573n NR 19930 Yow ,nvnw nbbn
TSmOV NP m_oa1 bl
AW YW DR 7973 P71 07NOR
ST WA oonan MR 7N 93 v’?g" P
»J2. 11 1973 NP S"'m nMow ,0yum

amwe_T17_DIRA DR 'm% Kl

bR TIW 12 1‘33:11{@_@33_@1@7:

IR KW _[7apnw podn v22 TBn 13

pRa_90 Yy mawnn onawid 23 ¥
e 7aba ‘e R 0D anawR

IR0 1D m‘;; Jom X2 wnn PN by

anawin_ amwe Trm P b b

o T 99 DD

IR PIODAW  ANSINT NWID 13N
P’ By 197N DRY (%3 13 1Y)

awIDn ol P YWY 1aRD X7
YD fpd T WY Yy 2mon N
SRIY TR NI LT 00 D YU
X7 199N 12 ,0°p19% XX WRY 7P
191 Y WY WD R .nisndy



2y o al

MINN IR Y7 2770 WOR D R NUN 057N 190 '0a 173y

o <«
NINS7 Y7y [ ARI7NT7 FiT "HWD T W Mn %97 T2 D47In 1900 365 6™ 5 - oy wxm v Ry PARm
minn W' 0'7in 150 N7 X'D_MIND_72R AR7D ]2 LI7 D77 T NN
MIF7 0712 UNNDD YIUXRD 7D D NN N0 NN 04N _Min_xn TN Swomavabi vana

D17 WK [IDN] VWY DX 2 ,U07 WYY |2 WADD INHIWD 101D NNAYNI
N . MWy KOX Lwny) Ymad axa KSw wBR N ANRN IXYIN
NIo2 YWY IN N2I0 Ny Yy ,JIWTY YWY DR Al ,ﬂll'")ﬂD ARNTN WUizan

: R e IR wynn T

W M 27 11 w9pn D NPT DN YV TON A7 YD 71 ) »
220 IDNYAN TI0) NI NYED NIYD DD My vone amawna UM NASM 5 K WA 1 DS Awig K DnKn T |
DAnoI D7I7'WD NIV NNAYAN .AANY NI WDDNY D DNATN NN UK KIT SNV DY D3 0377 P 3 KT DMW NI KoK DK
XD W' NTT NI AWYD XD PR DTN NOAD 73 At anw gapyp SN DINYY RIRTT WY N 0K XY Mnon pows Sw axvin

NFIT2 1780 D'DYIODN DWIND W (2 W7 T Y7 I pYn gRw MY 1K 0 umo Sy andb omand xbrw
.0mwn
YWY 2N TNRNY WY 1 N7 070 "D 07D nwiy wao e ay? e

a1 MK v Y9y omw mmb ppb ooy Yamw e g

QXY 7@ NN ADIT AR 72700 Y 7YY nian ‘7o w7y 1 nwao ® TOKY O DK p1 MY M*3pia DUAT NKA 0 B Y K

NN 2 TNEDIE TR WADD 1D NG n”:{ﬁn DTN 17 79 nyrmy ,|lybw7 M 1931 X1 1 X Y 1 O X 9D WK K51 ATTRNAR B

[ ;‘m Y7200 DYYNnY wpana Twynw Xvo v Yw mbwa awnnmb

K27 \nMpn mm m met LT O XmwT KNYTMoT DK CTIRA v

S Pava maRaY wavn ik 9y b 1romnn yro anix

"MNR_NBY'I MMMK WTHYTY NT 7Y pmy TIKT T we

— S ) (RN ,‘THJ)

Yo7 DR YW IMDAW ynnwn M3 npthime comnn amvw aon_se

0Mwn a1 N Y2 0mwi (e WK T avaw v T puna

UK DTYH D [T 0TI 13708 WK 933 21 ybw axmaY ownwn

173p Sw mbyi Inmanw KYK 1amwa 1915 ohiwR ok e cunsaa
R¥N1 307 5w 1Y 1T 1avn mbh S amanbyiw nmysw mn e

VRAF7 MInn 7y R X7 1NN U0 [ 2 DFTY TINDY DX w8 MKW 1T LImRn oab om kb Kk mnxnt S50 nawn oxw

MINN 07X 72700 7¢ 12187 DXNM D7T¥D NN T RN 12 0100 JP ™ MRS DMWY TN YHWIT WK1 L DR Y Ten” cna

2 D7M D713 W' 71 IR 7Y 10D Whin T N7 W' 1Dy A yrob PP 0K MW T Py
NIIT N7yD1 NMINDN 1D NINDD NINYN VI INDD 7722 1MUD7 DN |

NN 179 D703 NAI7D NYWIW Yag D2 n"agn N7X U0 N el

.D71y2 2310 7272 ,"RITT R'702'72 MPR” DIX D'ODWD NWIDA NI \
0T INN71 ,DYWY 7Y DNV 171w DMy YW DNpEn OY RAD A

™I ,0NWY7 1DDN DMyl ,DMyY DOl DYDDID T DYWY  DNIN
YWD D970 DY Y2 NI KYDY WTNN PWUYRE NNXI 1D90NN
y’ﬂ_i waonlYy |1 NRT 75 UMD 12TY TV DY NNIT DNAIY RIDYD7
17 TD Mayn ST NN AWRD MNP 7InY INYWD wmMnn JW7 BYY 2

n i) b 2 ]2 0 DX @y TR e PRk e e smn ek P Yy .5
fffff D P WY JM01 D Dmwn DK T M6 K wnao%

7RD 27 DNPNNY PR Q0D NAND NI7 DR WNOW ,0FTNT 1R [NOD NR ynn 71975 w1 ,wab b o WY 'K DRW 121 xYmn
[ AR Dy 7PN QURRD /7OY 1 NNY ANI7N] T272 170y DDON 1w omaw Sy yemnny Db A%y a7 )% Ko rYvan awn
DI MDD ANa [N .NIYDA MINDA D@ 7Y 1l q00n Minn 7Y ST ppTAy moaonyne

02N NRI7N7 12PN MDIN 2N XD NI ,ARIZR NAND WUi7aD TNt DRY TWRA AT YA A1 MINT Ny KD Rl gy
Y Ty a7 D'71>' ANIDNA 12 X 'RY ,i7I0Y W7 DMIUD 2 1¥n 7 1 A%Ys qinw i Yyew 0w nnpn nx eapn v e
YN 2 WD [N DIDON DYD'DYR NRRWND QD NYT7 INNWOXA 'R 11 01X 927 wRa 7ok bam wmbn — oon wmwew wiw gRiP
,MINN QXN 72 I Y2W VWA 11970 Y YN DR [ TVDR 0 YOy

TYUYN TY 02D DY Y CTRD” WD XAINY YN 71090 NAID 111 . "

QNI NN 721 LN D2 XX 72700, 71 N7 02T YW D102 NIN An Yoa oy i Ko 91 ann TT15Y WYOT DmInRwY MM '13-4
An mn wvm) "MON Y DY AVIY N Y0 DY DU A0 1Y A0 o
Lo NAWN DR AT O JwYa mamT Yya Mnxw 12T K95 o

JTNp nYuY mpwnn L Amnx msway KYw o wmpn pwba m b
7 L-r — 29 PO T QWYY YW pTIN TYNA W ) A anm 03 wr Nk il
Y b , TOYW nydip pIvm {7 N 9% wyR vt mvn avn Sw
) = Swa Sym Yy v Kb oxw L phyab mmom Imk Nk 2w
. LI PV WP W s XD YT NMwn 0msY I PR DMK
7 Ty miana Y -
PRR¥IT IR DIPIPX ‘7 X ... T3 1% jnn XY 180D na
%apnn 93 1R Xon” — (rY 1Y, RIP") ”0*13n 7IRD DONR ol
NBE PBI 931 ,0°0w NsYR 7Y ¥y Yapn nra men by vhy :f” “_ff ki e
MR BPIR 71 K7 00w MDA 7Y w0 1AM mEn Sy L ay P o
Yyin) n°2*1 nign 02°%Y W9aphw — oM1es pRm bonx NR¥INT)
250 (27913 AMNA %5 029y apnw mx &9 27 D ’PYT
/P2 mena 9910 Y51 0 nxvwa amm nEM mEna Ton
| R e T o m—
2 2 1% awp) Pionn nTER ATD 19 AYIRLY oW % v
70 rPYLORR TNY3 ATDY DWA 53 w0 v 57 7057 e mam

{
39 12
)31 k4

HEiE N0 NNRT D 20D N0 NINKRY 902 UIN fnn N
RN IS TV AN DNNOXN WTIZN NN DA L,ANIAY O 137 PRI TN
AN 7Y DWWAD DM7I 0"En 1Y YRYD NNT Y0 ,0119 MNOoN 7Y
DY .NDI71 UTIZR NNY DMy NININY Q7NN 117 NUDYULY nlms’i<
I'ONDN DTRDL ,DAFD 9PN 17 DY AP 77N NI DR "N DD
("n-n'w"a NUDYUDN OB NNWNT AT DOF0N 9 DR WY mv)
o'W DNIN 79 N7

20780 NROR?



. NN 32

363

oMY wNm Y Prx m

IR Sava nymb

FIYEI PN WMK TAMY THYD MM MAwRnTm a9y o\
w13 NPT Y T DM CPRR Y 0y ceb — rb s xapm) NWMBn
’ Sy PR M

,Don DWwYRn Yo mmarn mnvea vipl? navhnn Tnnm
PIOYY YR TMNT A0 nenb Pwnn? Yor ok nwmw T
nnpd AMNT NNIX NRT OV T KT T Py Tona 1pTya
™3 MAWRNTT N2 180 0™ IR
T YA T LITING IR MKW DMoien oy navn oYX g
TN .05 Nt 93 owan mmnw nY91 myn TR Y i
XIX ¥y NX p1 K9 MIKAY MR amam Sxawn oIRn OX e
Yy Sy nK vapa INAY XY i Yy mivh X Ay DK D)
N5 DX D) ontnasY MR NIon DX yMeY XOX
XIT 1YY 270 D9 010 ™ Y9 inawnn Yaw ok o wrek

¥

S M RTEY (1 PID RRIRA 2°hl ~a%y miniv) b7ann w3
(OIR7T 5 Waw WI.RWY 27 — ~Hwr) amn Sy S S s A
_miom) o pen mbn D wEn oh (2yvim) msen Smn by oo s
SR 27 b pan IR [pY] KDY (02 nnb wRnw M R0 08y
257w NPRTD 1WA 128YY AwW) Mps ie it ki 1Ox no1 e
s ,mbeb Topn M NS ARG W BN (VR DAY MRY
_J2°E% (10w3 R DAB AR Y9 ,0°¥1I0 0UTI3R W 57K) M 15 vben e
( vhws mOs RS 33b% (37X YW [0 UPK °3) We o e oy )
PP R SRS (90w 1 MwyY) A7spR S o1 Sspp i s s )
\ 3707 Man aw °53) "R7Spn S 19w KT 1918 AN 958 i 997
(711 177 %y oopbrn ax paafn — n73pn 9w nbap X
53pp 1w vomes in o S roy S3ps PR RS 15 B3 e
"3pn be 1oy 1o B3 man bs 5 his AR 595 s oo msbe by
'S men 5 by pie wows swns 31 n7apn Sy prp mrem b TR
: “"nsph bw 1oy B s mmesn 55
WP — X0 0D DROD NIMARI_ KRNI LYY TIeKe 053
ST _PR 707130 DRO¥A DD 127 MEna D18 997 .nmwn vy

PNAPR D7%Y 7% MABS DI 1 RYX MIveean A7a1va ﬂ'I’DD'?;
JEITY 19 1P IR L,NAPRD B7RW 1D Y02 e i 1R 0 1273

2m

' MO¥N Jnw pmIkD iy X Ox nYub ymob a9mx omyy

OX1 ,MITNIK] DM N1NKA Lennm 93 121 Sw 1993 anvys novin

NTOUKA Zayn NA L Y¥nRa OW R O M Ny WYy mpn uen
Ak nowbe

B bain i Bl B

) MK_Narhn KA ANNT Nampnn AR T
L Ly KOV AT MO 1INKD 7apY XY 9T WK

¢

1D WIN b infd'

ml=hi~

Sw Payn HTHa Om el MR DIPR3 IRIMY 10 Y DRT Pany AR [
nma K95 Mbwa nwY? N¥n AYYRY RN TNen avn %) ,"nwynn mnw”

[ mpy 0K WY YW mynwni 09 _mnyo mwyw maw

Azj s |

B

T3 M [AYY DR Pan NPRY MEn 1°DR 05w nNEn Y1y ey by baph
PIRD TRREI @R PPOR /7 00R” PIODR YY KM JAR2 wradl. .Avav
*% NPR% 073y NPan PHRYIAW NIV 3PN ANKY — 7073y [Pan DML
37y AN nawa nkr ue awy X avisb wen 01y L. r1avnw 1y
MW TANZE oYy oY 10 KP 19K 0TEw an Y3 1mwb pavn u
173pn 2w Y R°R a1 R b 9 wmb

\.
)

v'1)'
B 3 31
FESY MR ARG BYe

PANIY M3 MYRN VNY 70 IRT (3 mnv 1mR wiTh) 5" IR
SR AR T T2 nwNY RIN TN WVITPN INR 1287 TNy’ RY Dmnnn

1272 NW_RYY

nANS DT OTRY DIPAN RYY Y WY P IR MINHDD QWYY UM IINR IR Y90 2 93 TN RINY AT INY NINVI AN MR DM DMATM

1

ST GRIM NI LIRD NN WNY MnRyh Hown amnv amnd PRy nan
MINDM (v T MMY) "MW IYORN DPORN MR WANY :RIINY 2T YW _DRYN
™R 7OPYRA DR AT YV AMA) MITA PM ;MY DPIOY YAY nyav R
ARWI DARRY DM ,7ONYYY 190 UM NN YR SY nrna o ooNR
MAYN AR W APNAN Maya oI /DpYRD DR NN YW 280 NRT 993
ow ann e 1ma XN o ann opxyy NY0INY DI NN WD)
'y I P Y AR &Y 01 HHom nn ,mEn YV nwn nYPIR T AnnT

.9mn 1o wnya

0 OORpIMY) 13 INRIY 1207 NPY NORL RININ INND ITY_ DY IW3INN ~

DTRA NPAZ 0D L0 K% Tnw Ay) NN NPNND N WRY DR 89 My (e
MmN MM RN TN 2T F0IY D LpmT nva IMY’M AR DY Ton Ymi
MOYY RN TRD MAR D DR YV MO AN nNNph Hou nwyw Tonn

pxyy 9109”7 79 PN MmN nwyn

knwwn » MR NI 1Y TP M¥nAn nwyn N ,msnn avynn nuny ¢ 1R @RnR DYINY IMP MM MAYM PT N1 mn 2270 ,nnnav

yayp ST THHINT TMN GOV 27 PRI N W91 D RY nPaM2 MYnn
DPRA IRNR RN (PN MY MmN DYV MnT ,Ipn MY minl Nnra
nnpY amn RoN mMinnan nn ARG ,DATIARD YY 20V QWYY
DIRAY 7910 77NN MR NTORY TN’ 28N RN IRI Do ,NONYY QY
ATI9 RIN NP DIBAY DIOIN TWRI HYI TITIV I3 HY arN MMM DR YN
P, TR MO R ANNRND_ RN P51 Y DR ORI NPNA IR IR TN

P978Y M YYan YW Npvn N Y15 AN AR AN 109N MOPA N7

=i~ 1 WA ahinhi* wp

i 34
MY OR 15 791 WNT T M 20 70 BIR 19 10" (n 1 non) RN INR
N9Y PINA” :(2 v N2) DN WM PRIYR DY NOY PINM TON NANRY VAYN
D127 M P 0MaTH RYM L,NMNY nY3 NDIOM Nnn DRMIN N - PRYR By
RYPNI IMYYY 1977V D737 N0 YIXN AN AR RONI9 IMVYY 19TV

Ao nd NnR Yy

JVATIRD NTNN T2 WY N0

0 AT MRYN NPYYs 1Ay Dl Nl ARHYN NOR RIN 12 NN K

ARIN NI IR DIRA NPPY MION NYITH ,NDN193 DWYIN YR 0a1a
My KN 27 DY 8% TAonY R Hapn 92 1YY mnna TPy dwp neyd

JPoY YIxnY’ - DTRN N IR NWMITH N ,TI200 10 MWD IRIN

YR RV Wpam K1 TN 519Ky onY R RY PR 93 19 TURD
TOR YV YD MmN RN T LTI mMWwYY 91w NpIxn AR I8N
an

YR DR,V 1Y NN RY (k9 Dvown N1 mov) YVITHN INIRY 109
AOYYT MNP 910 W RN RY DI IR ATV 15 W DRY NPRTN RY IMR
T0oN RIN ANNY A2 HY W TTY HY IPIMOR Y 1IN RODPIS DAN
,MUNI Y AN RY N2 97 ,MII IR IR INTY DR HoN1 ANRY RVNPION
AmIR HRPI 1 TR KT PR 129 nPYvY M YOV Y NNR RON
M RY M NRY ™A 1N TYI3 (v Spim)

WPAN RIM NPINNI R¥M TIR DN0YI R Yown oM Rom ¢
15 PR DY RY LY NP3 PION RN a%nY "aw m” 1% WYY
M AT PR NINMN D271 NN RNINY WYY NPINNN DR YR RM nno

: v




nYM ayv .

JDP a3 nwas

OR AR %3 NP2 W3 MOUR 23 AT PIOD MR hwTd T
% Tonm 2107 N TORY ,XI3 W95w MoK 177 nYu) MoR
?:m oD @ L MOM MR oUE DAY DINT DIBR 11TAR3
T21.,0°7737 WY nYNY KUK M PR °5 ,WDI% AR MAAY 0TRY
RO WAYR NI ARTR Y pw L UTRYRR DRI amn
f 7101 po1w.wip% 15 ®YY 11 Man MR Yy mavbn w3 oIRg THwe )
( NN ITYY wNWH WK LN 710 Y

380 | Rav ScHWAB ON CHUMASH

37 -
n\__a'n effort to explain the connection between the prohibition of ribbis and
'Ithe Exodus from Egypt, Rashi quotes the Gemara (Bava Metzia 61b), which
expounds on the words of our pasuk, “I am Hashem Who brought you out from
p the land of Egypt.” The Gemara says, “When I took you out of Egypt, I distinguishfd
( between those who were firstborns and those who were not. I also know and exact
punishment from one who lends money to his fellow Jew with interest and falsely
¢laims that the money belongs to a gentile.”

Similarly, at the end of Parshas Shelach, when discussing the mitzvah of techeiles
(attaching a strand of specially dyed blue wool to the four corners of one’s garments),
the Torah says, “I am Hashem, your G-d, Who took you out of the land of Egypt.”
Rashi comments, “When I took you out of Egypt, I distinguished between those who

were firstborns and those who were not. So will I identify and punish one who dyes
this strand of his tzitzis using a plant-based dye and claims that he dyed them with
" dye extracted from the chilazon.”

And when the Torah warns us to keep accurate scales, it says (Vayikra 19:36), “I
am Hashem, your G-d, Who took you out of the land of Egypt.” There, once more,
Rashi says, “When I took you out of Egypt, I distinguished between those who were
firstborns and those who were not. And I am the One Who can be trusted to exact
punishment from one who stores his weights in salt to cheat people.”

—‘b We see that Hashem’s identity as the “One Who took you out of the land of Egypt” [

igintrinsically tied to His fundamental characteristic of enes.

Claiming that money belongs to a non-Jew so that one can lend with interest;
uging a plant-based dye and declaring that the dye was extracted from a chilazon;
or soaking one’s weights in salt to increase their mass are various forms of deceit
that exist in our world. The purpose of the fulfillment of HQ_SLlQm'S_}lr_Qmis_e.m_oﬁr
forefathers regarding our exodus from Egypt was to counteract sheker, falsehood,

and to teach the inigorté'nce of truth, that Hashem fulfilled His promise to our
forefathers to take us out of Egypt. When Hashem distinguished between the
woT

\/
i

microscopic cell that became a firstborn and the cell that did not become a
firstborn, He revealed the absolute emes to the world.

Indeed, when Hashem revealed Himself to Moshe and instructed him to go to
Egypt to redeem Bnei Yisrael, He introduced Himself by saying (Skemos 6:3), *nu
/807 "0y XY 'n—With My Name Hashem I did not make Myself known to them. Rashi

7 explains these words to mean, nugh oy /7 B XY ToNY By Ry N3 o Ry
T X7} DONLIT MW M131—L was not recognized by them in My aspect of emes, truth,
Zb,ecause of which I am named Hash hich implies that I am faithful to uphold My
word, for I promised them, but I have not yet fulfilled My promise. The purpose of the

¢ Exodus was to emphasize the importance of emes, truth,

Is it any wonder that when we conclude the parshah of tzitzis,~vhich discusses
the mitzvah of techeiles, and-which ends with mention of the Exodus, that we say
the words 0% ‘i "% followed by the word nug—ztruth?

4 I ‘his mitzvah essentially concerns charity for the poor, but many people are
Impoverished not necessarily in a financial sense; they may be downtrod-
den for personal reasons or because they are not succ

eeding in their learning,)

d are in need of a kind word and encouragement.
The Avnei Nezer asks how Bnei Yisrael observed the mitzvos of tzedakah
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does a person have a natural inclination to'charge interest, he is also
inclined to excuse his actions with the rationalization, “My money
is lying idle with my friend when it could be reaping dividends.”
Therefore, the Torah warns, “and you shall fear your God.”

Why are we forbidden to charge interest? After all, the very same
money could have been invested or put into a bank account; lending
it to a fellow Jew causes one to lose that additional income.

~» When a person’s brother needs financial help, he does not take
into account losses that might result from coming to his brother’s aid.
The lender should have the same outlook when lending money to any
Jew in need, and this act of chessed should be performed without any
thought of remuneration. By contrast, the Torah tells us, “You may
charge interest to a gentile” (Devarim 23:21; see Ramban, ibid. 20).

The passuk concludes, “and let your brother live with you.”
Ramban explains this to mean that if you did charge interest, you
must return the interest to the borrower, so that he will be able to
live adequately. If we are commanded to ensure that our fellow Jew

¢ has an adequate material life, how
"much more so must we ensure
that he has the ability to live an
adequate spiritual life. If a fellow
Jew is having difficulty with any
aspect of Yiddishkeit — from its
basic precepts to understanding
a commentary on the Gemara
— we are obligated to offer our
assistance.

~dEvery Jew is a brother or sister.
We must relate to our fellow Jews
no differently from the way we

would relate to our closest relatives, both in material and spiritual

matters. What would one not do for a sibling? Let’s bear this in mind

the next time we are asked to do a chessed.

(Shiurei Chumash, Parashas Behar 25:36)

- mmme e men cameatca tvanavsaiy

MM YUU DLIA 1TUL YU DU,

o We must relate to

our fellow Jews no

differently from the way
we would relate to our
closest relatives, both
in material and spiritual
matters. What would

one not do for a sibling?”’

o
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and chessed in the wilderness, where everybody’s material needs were met
through the mann. He answers that they taught each other Torah and wisdom,
and that imparting knowledge is at least as worthy as parting with one’s money
for the sake of charity. In fact, someone who teaches and encourages others
with less knowledge or capabilities than he has js fulfilling both the mitzvah
of helping out his impoverished brother and the ‘positive commandment of

tzedakah,
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™

8. An exce‘ln?ion:—Mény héighbors_aié in the habit of borrowing

trom each other, without being careful to return everything they

borrow. When neighbors have this type of relationship, none of the

prohibitions of Ribbis apply. This is because there are no loans fak-
ing place. When these neighbors ‘borrow’ from each other, they are

actually offering gifts. The prohibition of Ribbis therefore does not

apply.’*

14. If a neighbor were to voluntarily return an item, he may return more than he took.

He should not, however, refer to this as a payment of a loan — see Paragraph 11,

note 17. However, had the neighbor obligated himself to return what he borrowed (by
pledging to do so when taking the item), he would not be permitted to return more than )

he actually received.

—

‘Cash Only’ Prices’

L.\\_S
5. A business may not set two prices for the same item, where one price
1s charged for cash payments and a higher price is charged when the

item is purchased on credit. This is because someone who pays the

higher price is actually paying an additional fee for credit. This is Ribbis.
A customer who is faced with this situation is permitted to make a

cash purchase (at the lower price) but may not purchase on credit.!* -

Today, it is a common practice for gas stations in the United States to
charge a higher price when payment is made by credit card. It is
prohibited to buy gas on credit at the higher price from a station which
is owned by a Jew.’s

6. When the item which is being sold has a clear market value, some
poskim hold that a two-tier price system is permitted, as long as the
credit price is set at the fair market value. In this case, a lower sale price
may be set for cash customers. The reason for this leniency is that the
{credit customer is not being charged for credit; it is the cash customer
who is being rewarded for paying cash. According to some poskim, this
is permitted.16

14. Y.D. 173:1, Rema 173:3.

., 15. Bris Yehudah 22:n18 regarding Israeli businesses which have similar arrangements.

/

f

(

The gas-station owner does not receive payment from the card company until later. In
the interim, he is actually the one who is extending credit to the customer.

Where the gas stations charge more for credit card purchases to offset the costs which
they incur in connection with the processing of credit card slips, this is_permitted.
Unfortunately, the markup for credit purchases often exceeds the added cost to the
company. This is prohibited.

H6

When Wages Are Not Paid on Time

12. It sometimes happens that an employer is unable to pay his

employee’s wages on time. When this happens, the employer may
not offer his workers additional payment to induce them to agree to a
delay in receiving their pay.®
~ This prohibition is not limited to situations involving formal
employment. When a youngster is hired to clean a yard or to baby-sit,
' the employer is also prohibited from compensating him (even by giving
a simple gift such as a candy) for being late with payment.’®

NP 1NN 1% NOR,ANR T IR IR 12T NON « 17
my»R2 NI MR3 XD ,ARPNN NYWa Yapy nnn
RPN NYWA 52RY 02 pPTA TN KON, 90D

NIM 9730 %Y P71 DR IR PR OipN Y90 o 1D
MY 19070 9T IR MR TINN0 MY 1 ,pTTRa
PRY P71 M9 MZY "0 11291 .MPY I 21p) 1va

{ nimn_ N9 2W MR ANIR TNNY 1N, T'NRHTADNA )
I 0YR 1NN 9732 DR R ,MIY

PIR PR ,DWN 172 IR IPY 713pa 8 Mivn P2 X
Y12 °T2 MY NPTRN 10D IR NT7TR 7292 17 |

238 ,713p3 *¥N 77192 PION RN P03 IS
DIWN ,MOR DY 212122 IR 7122 °y1) nwow 1nnY
M2 790 0T I YN RT) N7

N0 IDY 0NN MvNa KR iR % D
MDY Nivn DRI Y38 137 INiKY 29M 1Y
15« PPT2 TIDA P12 I8 22T TPy Nan
NP NP 0HWY WO ,nvnn nywa %3apy odon

1O 012D 2y D3 T'9PNY 7770 Niyna

/M 2.95 APNRY DI21VIRA NY*03 hann nivn 192 @
1298 MNP 90inY NoR M0 ,w 3 VI DR 27102 NN
UBDYA PRY NP :INWR 1019 MYR Ning
R N1712R 5 220 DRY ®10 A000 MR8 OW nivavna
1IN XN PNRD DR, DM 10-H 7 R O0°23ayn NP
MR1273 D3 1291, NINYY N7 Ny 029391, Niiag 5-n
R 3TN0 Yi22),01 30 9Y ay2

D02 9TY PR N2 031,210 02D Mivy PR ox 17
NN VoYY 10 0K 0ys? paR Tws ]
gnm;? 9TV DR OY MY mivn mre ,[b"an';)\

M50 DY iMdTH

@\y’ MY OR 0T IPRY 1322 ,MY NP DIT IR DR oD

272 12 YInw 12 ,yar rmny mn ,y;n}_i iR Dy

7Y 7012 °79 K91 1D Non N TTNaY moa nind +
( MY N

Bl

nriwyn NiNgaT

PPTATINN D¥NY? IR IPR, 120 08N MY JND
/720 D12 °¥N X907 KK ,NNYIN NYW3 2RW 0 292

RON NP N2 VI DX R PIN PPY MR) ’9?)
HOR DT PINRY 12IY 19R2,790 DI

M3 T9RRYN 109 ,nmng np yan my W1D

" % NS
19R3Y 112,730 12720 PINY MON ,0YN P1 199K
JP2M NP T

»1 3900 9y 1INNY "RWI 9K 2 ‘)99){5 iy MY AJ
TIMRY 120 ,57A0 792 DM90NN NPy D277V 1172
°1NN7 15 MoK 2 190N w3 2321 MW 191 ani°




