Steadfast Sanctification
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PARASHAS EMOR 22/22-32

26 HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying: 27 When an ox or a sheep or a goat is born, it shall remain
under its mother for seven days; and from the eighth day on, it is acceptable for a fire-offering
to HAsHEM. 28 But an ox or a sheep or goat, you may not slaughter it and its offspring on the
same day. 2° When you slaughter a feast thanksgiving-offering to HASHEM, you shall slaughter
it to gain favor for yourselves. 3 It must be eaten on that same day, you shall not leave any of
it until mornipg; I am HASHEM.(3! You shall observe My commandments and perform them; |
am HASHEM.'32)You shall not desecrate My holy Name, rather I should be sanctified among the

Children of Israel; I am HASHEM Who sanctifies you, 3 Who took you out of the land of Egypt
to be a God unto you; | am HASHEM, A -

1 HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying: 2 Speak to the Children of Israel and say to them: HASHEM's

appointed festivals that you are to designate as holy convocations — these are My
appoinied festivals. 3 For six days labor may be done, and the seventh day is a day of complete
rest, a holy convocation, you shall not do any work; it is a Sabbath for HASHEM in all your

ok o s

" This verse is the general commandment to give up one’s v
ife in order to sanctify God's Name, when the Halachah
requires it, such as when faced with idolatry, adultery or
urder as the only means to save one's life. But one can—~

sanctify God’s Name in mundane situations, as well. If some-
one sins merely because God's will does not matter to him,
he has desecrated the Name, and if he does so before ten
Jews, he has committed the far more serious sin of desecrat-
ing the Name in public. Conversely, if someone withdraws
from sin or performs a commandment not because of
money, pressure, or honor, but solely because it is God's
will, he has sanctified the Name. Of a person who obeys the
Torah and whose general behavior brings credit to his Jew-
ishness, God says (lsaiah 49:3), “You are My servant, O
Israel, in whom I take pride” (Rambam, Hil. Yesodei HaTorah
ch. 5; Yoreh De'ah 157).

dwelling places.

4

This pasuk is the source in the Torah of the aveirah (sin)
of causing a chillul Hashem (desecration of the Name of
Hashem). The Gemara (Yoma 86a) discusses this topic at length,
calling it the most serious of all the aveiros in the Torah, and
notes how extremely difficult it is to achieve proper atonement for
committing it.
fccording to Rabbeinu Yonah (Shaarei Teshuvah, 1:47) and
Rabbeinu Bachye (22:32), one can rectify a chillul Hashem by
performing an act of kiddush Hashem.! This does not only mean
in its most literal sense, by giving up one’s Iife under the circum-
stances when Halachah requires a person to do so (see Yoreh Deah
§157). It also means living an exemplary Torah life, which, as
2" described in the Gemara (Yoma 86a), means to sanctify Hashem’ﬂ

Name by learning Torah, serving talmidei chachamim, and dealing
with people in a pleasant, courteous, honest manner. When people /
see such a person, they will exclaim, “Fortunate is his father, for-
tunate is his rebbi who taught him Torah! Woe unto those who do
not learn Torah. See how pleasant are his ways, how refined are
his deeds! About him Hashem says ‘You are My servant, Israel, in
whom I take glory’ (Yeshayah 49:3).” 7
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“There is
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fundamental principle that each person needs to know: when you
act in a positive manner that goes against the negative behavior
which the evil inclination is trying to induce in you, you receive
a great light. Each person on his own level can personally

experience this. When you overcome even a minor temptation,

you experience unlimited joy. The greater the temptation of the

evil inclination, the greater the ecstasy of overcoming it.”
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wealthy and capable of giving a large sum, but doesn’t, this is a
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]_k is that much greater. Reward for Torah study, for

example, is not calculated by 1.Q. scores, but by

szlnput What counts is how fully we give of ourselves to
Hashem, using whatever resources we do have.

At times we may feel that our situation is so
difficult and our suffering so intense as to be
unbearable. When this happens we can draw strength
from two insights. The first is our Sages’ teaching in
Avot (5:26). Rather than think, “Why must I suffer?”
we should remind ourselves that nothing in God's

[\f world is “for nothing,” certainly not our suffering.
Approached with the right attitude, adversity elevates
us to a higher spiritual level, and in the long run, will
pay us rich, timeless dividends.

As we grapple with hardships, we should also
remember that the evil inclination is sending us its
own message. It takes deadly aim at our weakest
points, telling us, “Be realistic. _lhgrq is no way on
earth you can poss,xbl_y,wl_thistand this trial. You VaFeﬂ
being tested far beyond your level, and Hashem does
not even expect you to prevail. He will definitely
understand and forgive you if you succumb.”

s line of thought is typical of the one who
fosters it, and it is not true. Hashem does not test us.
with more than we can bear (Avodah Zarah 3a). To
do so would contradict the principle of freedom of

choice, because it would make it impossible for us to
successfully face trials. What if someone were to tell
us, “Lift this building off its foundations or I'll shoot”?
Even if we wanted to, we could not budge a single
brick. Is there any element of choice in a situation
which is obviously impossible? The outcome is a
foregone conclusion. When faced with tests, we must
('q believe that we are indeed capable of ga,ssjgg‘th‘gn_.%
" This belief itself will help us to_do so, since it
< guarantees that Hashem will help us _pass | the test. As As
our Sages tell us (Shabbat 104a), “One who attempts
to purify himself will be_ ed.” We need the firm
will to do good. The rest will come automatically.
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By contrast, the most crucial moments in Jewish histc;;y
were often those that took place in absolute solitude, as far
from the eyes of the world as possible. We as a people take our
name, Yisrael, from Yaakov’s encounter with an angel. The
Torah’s account of the event begins, “And Yaakov was left
alone... ” (Bereishis 32:25). Yaakov’s being by himself of
necessity preceded his grappling with the angel. And when the
angel tells Yaakov that he will henceforth be known as Yisrael,
he explains, “for you have striven with the Divine and with man
and you have prevailed” (Bereishis 32:29). Rabbi Moshe
Meiselman, in Jewish Women in Jewish Law, however, notes
that Onkelos makes a crucial change in preposition — so that
the verse reads “you have fought before G-d and against man.’
In other words, the only audience to whom Yaakov attached
any importance was G-d Himself, and this is reflected in the
name Yisrael passed down to his descendants throughout the

(rlrx’t'"

dgenerations.

So Listen  Your Hesropn— & Fand (3]

A talmid of Rav Yltzchak Hutner once wrote to him about
his frustrations in the spiritual realm, “I'm tired. I try so hard,
but I don’t see myself getting any better. 1 don’t see growth.
It's such a difficult struggle.”

“Never give up,” Rav Hutner wrote back, “Sheva yipol
tzaddik vekam. That's what it's all about. The battles, the

struggles, that’s a- tzaddik. What do _you think the passulk

means? That a tzaddik gets up even though he falls? That

misses the entire point. The true intent of Shlomo Hamelech
is to teach us that the way to rise is through repeated falls.
You become a tzaddik by falling down and rising. You grow
from the experience and become a better person. Growth
comes from struggle. It is not automatic. You can’t coast and

grow. You've got to fight to grow. You've got to struggle to
grow. You may lose the battles. You may fight and lose them.
But you can win the war. You can become bigger by the falls,
by the foibles, by the stumbling. That is the road to becom-
ing a fzaddik. We can grow from our struggles.”

— T

5[ s ybr(c W~ - R « Soso - (r [
Rabbi Alter then shared a vort from the Imrei Emes. “After
being bested by Yaakov, the malach blessed him [Bereishis 32:29],
‘Lo Yaakov yikarei od shimcha ki im Yisrael, ki sarisa im Elokim
v’im anashim va’tuchal — No longer will it be said that your name
is Yaakov but Yisrael, for you have struggled with the Divine and
with man and you have succeeded. In that case, why is Yaakov
called by the name Yisrael, which is connected to struggling, and
(ot to success? The Imrei Emes explains that what defines a Jew
Y is not his successes, but his struggles. Whether you succeed or
not is not up to you, but up to Hashem. Hashem wants us to keep
struggling. Yaakov struggled all his life; he had many nisyonos,
many challenges. Hashem was telling Yaakov, via the malach,
that his children would also have struggles. But that would define
-pWho they are. We are Bnei Yisrael, the sons of struggle; that is
what makes us great. All Hashem wants from all of us, Charlie,

x}gy\-\/
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