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Matzah commemorates the Jewish —

nation’s hasty redemptioﬁ,‘symbolizing their faith and humble

acceptance of Hashem’s will and leadership. We reach true

humility —and true freedom — when we stop feeling that we
must control our own affairs and we let Hashem lead us the

way He wants.
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Cur emunah is not based on loglc itis ‘an outg,rowth of what we

-t percelved with our own_eyes. We “saw” Hashem when He took us™
ave us the .Torah .on Har, Sma; -and ‘\

\when He sustaxr\ .
heavens. This is what it
belief that can be felt with

: a'efer to as “emunah chush:s

¥2 5—’""05

. We can understand that this levei of emunah was ach1eved‘ by thcse, )

whio achually experienced the above miiracles. But how can we,, who
live more than thiree millennia after those events took place, achleve
a parallel level of emunah? The Torah, in its description of Matan
Jorah, addresses this issue. When Hashem descended upon Har
Sinai, the mountain-was consumed by fire, “and its smoke rose like
the smoke of a furnace.” Chazal tell us that the allegorical reference to
a furnace was inserted so that oné could relate to'what had occurred.

‘ Why is that important? We neixd tix know that we recetvisd the
Torah on Har Sinai, but why is how the mountain looked signif)
cant? What difference does it make? I inakes-a difference to us,
because the way for those who were nist prevent at Har Sinai to

a basren desert with daily bread from thz;
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attain the level of emunah that was achle ﬂyg  them s by reliving
what occurred And we_can only relive’it if w«; know exactly what
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& Elsewhere the Kuzari_writes that we should elriplo y lmaghia , ]
tion to plcture the awesome events of the past, such as Yetsias

Mitzrayim and Maamad Har Sinai. Imagination is a powerful luOl ’
one that can even effect changes in the natural world, as we find n
the Torah regarding the staffs that Yaakov placed before the shecp
(Bereishis Ch. 30). Likewise, imagination has the ability to enhance
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ou_r__lgyel of emunah. The extent to which we are able to relive and Sn 5% T pon S0 Y /BT, AP TSR 9 N1IPY MYV ND:
“perceive” the occurrences mentioned in the Torah is dependent ymsn 7v m P P

- 3 939 NDON IV DYIN HN VAP 1YY KN (O NP9
upon the extent that ‘we are able to imagine them. AN W 2 ( )
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This is not as difficult as it sounds. Our. Matlons are very creative, DITING MDY - PIPe NN

s evidenced by how vividly we can dream in our sleep, and how vividly w VR NIoh IS PYA 72 (ONIPSY ITTY) DPON S INSHN 1PON3 Y131 No—

an daydream when we are awake. Qur ingenfous minds can create three{' —ynyy yyy mysan 72 VK 10 THI WD PHN Y21 DTN HY Wam mma:
limensional scenes in rich color, and we can see ourselves fully participatin ] Sy

n these scenes. Being familiar with the story of the Exodus, one should
peditate and create the various scenes in ope s mind. One should see oneself
) the straw pits, clearing the straw, mixing if with mud, and baking it into
oricks in the tropical sun. One should hear the scolding of the Egyptian
askmasters, and feel the lashes of their whips on one’s back. One should
hen visualize the various plagues and the panic of the Egyptians. Then one
should see oneself as part of the throng leaving Egypt, following Moses into
he barren desert. Finally, one should be standing at,thg,edge of the Red Sea,
and hear the thunder of Pharaoh’s chariots approaching, feel the terror of
being trapped, and then see the glory of God as the waters of the Red Sea
divide. ‘
Exercising one’s imagination in this way is mandatory. The sweet taste of
iberty cannot be appreciated as long as oppression is only an abstraction.
The acceptance: of -the omnipotence of God is 1ncomplete ‘unléss: one L1as
seen the many miracles with one’s own eyes ' WM 207 WO NSV TIRE AAYY . EONIIN DMI0N YD Y IR MMITHD 0IINS JIV
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thg maror. We explain in great detail every step of the Exodus. Now one must R m-rvb:m SR YR T2 AW M YPITIY : (DN AN VIPOR M
close one’s eyes and relive the Exsdus oneself, mr ‘orly then-can we fully\

apprec;atc its greatness, and only then cap we properly\ad*mwledge our
gratitude to God. ! . ‘ _ ' N
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‘Bewmmmm
acted on my behalf when I went out from Eg';;? flas;aes?;
explains that we were redeemed in order to perform His mitzvos.
Rav Yerucham Levovitz would say that people think they must make
a berachah because they want to eat. However, the opposite is true.
The reason we were created with the need to eat is so.that we should
have the opportunity to recite a berachah. Likewise, we do not per-
form these mitzvos because Hashem took us out of Mitzrayim; rather,

the.purpose of  Yetzias Mitzrayim was to giv
e us the o
perform these mitzvos. - eportuny

(x_A_Iez Shur, Vol. I, p. 390)
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evels of servitude .
Let us-take this principle of Chazal and apply it. There are mangtypes
of captivity. There are the more overt types, such as a prisoner of war,
but there are many less obvious forms of imprisonment. .
A person can be held captive 10 a tagvah, some ‘Mhysical or emo-\_
\ tional drive. Such a person is not truly a ben chorin, a free man, even /
if he is allowed to come and go as he pleases. Chazal (Avos 6:2) tell us/
N2 POWY M KR PN 2 o "8 - There is no free man, other than
< one who is involved in Torah” This is because the Torah gives the oné "
" who learns it the power to overcome his desires. U
So long as he is captivated by his tendencies and cannot control

100

himself, he is quite literally a slave to his passions. Such servitude is
the tost pathetic and pitiful of all.’
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_ Shleimah, as He did instantaheously, bthipazon, between the time

Cultural enslavement 420 / RAV WOLBE ON CHUMASH

What happens, however, when a person is enslaved to the surrounding , - *

culture? Many people think like an American or an Israeli, or accord- 5 THE EREEDOM : -
to the norms of the host culture in which they find themselves. Li B ) Ol_: _MATZAH

Their dreams, desires, and lifestyle are all determined by the surround- The Torah refers to Pesach as Chag HaMatzos, the festival of

ing culture, and this is a profound state of enslavement. ma-tzos, while Chazal refer to it as Z’man Cheiruseinu, the time

. of our freedom. The Maharal (Gevuros Hashem Ch. 51) writes that
: ( the reason matzah is called lechem oni is that it contains only floufy

glettony. Geulah must come from within. A person must remove every and water, the two basic ingredients of bread, with no additional

aspect of his personal enslavement so as to en]oy the true freedom ingredients. This bread is similar to' the poor man who possesses
the Torah promises. : - nothing but himself. What does this mean for us?

One who succeeds in attaining true freedom will win the admira- The Gemara relates (Berachos 17a) that Rav Alexandri would

tion of all who behold him. Chazal (Yoma 86a) say: : include a small statement in his prayers: “It is revealed and known

, s before You that our will is to fulfill Your will. What prevents us?

Let him learn Scriptyre; Mishnah, apprentice himself to dxsc1ples of < . The yeast in the dough [the yetzer hara] and our subjugation to

wisdom, and let his dJscourse with others be pleasant. What will oth- ~ foreign donimion.” Why is the yetzer hara called “the yeast in the

}ﬂdough”? Yeast is an outside factor that causes the dough to rise

ers say regarding him? * Praxsewortﬁy is this man’s fathier who taught
more than it would have risen by itself. Likewise, the yetzer hara

him Torah, praiseworthy is this man's teacher who taught him Torah.

Woe to those who have not learned Torah. This man, who learned inflates the innate middos found inside every person ._Ll'lgmtbelr
Torah, see how pleasant are his ways, how refined are his deeds” proper limits. - :

For example, every person needs a certain amount of self-

respect. In fact, one who eats in the marketplace has disqualified
himself from giving testimony in beis din, since, “If he does not
care about his own honor, e certainly will not care about anoth-:
er’s honor” (Kiddushin 40b). However, the vetzer hara inflates a
person’s need. for honor and causes him to seek honor at every
opportunity. -
. Similarly, jealousy is an essential trait, for without it no one would
marry or build a house (see Mesilas Yesharim Chapter 11). Once
agein, however, the yetzer hara inflates this trait of jealousy until it
encompasses Lverythmg the neighbor owns. e

Desire is also a positive trait. One who lacks this middah would
not be able to fulfill the mitzvah of eating matzah, since it would
be considered achilah agasah (overeatmg) The problern is that the

*Regarding him, Scripture states, “He said to me, ‘You are My servant,
®isroel, in whom I take pride’”” (Yeshayah 49:3).

Such a person has experienced a complete personal genlah. He has
redeemed himself, and thereby presents an image of cheirus, freedom.
He creates a role model that inspires others to also free themselves,
one by one. In terms of our gvodah, the individual’s geulah is more y
imporiant than the Geulah Shleimah, because the ultimate Redemp-
tion is nothing more than a sum total of all the individual redemptions.
Certainly, the Ribbono Shel Olam has to bring about the Geulalf”

of the kneading and the baking of the matzos during Yetzias Mitz-
rayirm, but this will only represent the culmination of emancipation.

/ Bef‘?ie this can occur, the groundwork mu_St_be laid. There gaust be ‘vefzer hara pumps up a person’s:desire. Instead of remaining a
2n internal geulah that precedes and precipitates the final stage of means to an end, desire becomes an end in and of itself, transform-
emancipation that only HaKadosh Baruch Hu will perform. If there ing man into a pleésure—seeker ’ '

s Do geulah within, then the geulah from without has nothing upon > As a result of the yetzer hara’s work, when a person grows older
which to take effect. ) and; takes a good, honest look at himself, he might be astounded

.e)i hopg Our very avodah i

@ This internal geulah is the product of an intense and gradual
struggle; a process that is not accompanied by the great fanfare and
dramatic events that will herald the single instant of the Geulah foreign to his true self.

Spleimah. Thus, the words, “7K¥? PTIY 103 - in Nissan we shall All this relates to the yetzer hara that dwells m31de a person.
be redeemed in the future” are not merely good tidings that give us The Gra (Even Sheleimah 4:19) explains that there Is yet another,

to dlscover that the persona he has cultlvated for hlmself is totally

1 the month of Nissan is to redeem ourselves, external yetzer hgra that we must contend with. This is the yetzer

to attain our own personal geulah and thus bring geulah to the world. hara-of being subjugated to foreign dominion. We live among the

( nations, and we are influenced by their way of life. For example,

we feel the need to keep up with the latest fashions, lest we be)

looked upon as a relic from the past. It is astounding to think

that some tailor in Paris can fashion a garment, and within a

' week the entire world feels compelled to wear the product of his
'4\1magmat10n' ~,

_} If we.ceuld succeed in uprooting external foreign influences and

bursting the internal bubble of

To do this we have to resist the temptation tolook at, to think ab r)ut
to'dream about, or to associate ourselves in any way with the many
thmgs that can enslave a person. One who rids himself of this enslave- -
ment has redeemed himself and becomes a ben chorin. Thus, even
without the Geulah Shleimah we-can at least enjoy the benefits of our
own personal geulah, and this is worth a great d2alTh a certain way,
it is even more valuable than the Geulah Shleimah. A benefit brought
about through one’s own efforts is worth far more than something

Y : ) ; ; .
received as a free gift. As Chazal say, “lefum tzara agra - accordifigto ,ljust as matzah is frqe inflated middos, we would expert-
the offort is the reward.” The Geulah Shleimah will be accomplished of all outside influences, eqce _a tr.ue sense of fr?edom. _

. This is the meaning behind

_ in a moment by the Ribbono Shel Olam, without any effort at all on
our part, whereas the individual geula-h is something that every Jew
must work to accomplish. Thinking of avodas Hashem in this light :

can be the source of endless inspiration and motivation. 4 one P urges himself of

true freedom can only  the Maharal’s explanation of why
- be experienced when matzah is referred to as bread of
| } poverty. We eat matzah during
the time of our freedom, beczuse

all OutSlde influences.”  just as matzah is free of all oufside

of Nachor — and they worshipped other gods. Then I took your, . 2 influences, true freedom caq orily

father Avraham from the other side of the [Euphrates] River, and },, experienced. when one purqes*hlms eff/of all nufs:de_mﬂvam s
I had him travel throughout all of the land of Canaan. I increased and perceives himself honestly. This is what we strive for on ‘he

. his offspring and gave him Yitzchak, and to Yitzchak I gave Chag HaMatzos.

Yaakov and Esav. To Esav I gave Mount Seig to take possession of,  (Kuntress Kol HaTorah, Vol. 61, pp. 57, 58)
and Yaakov and his sons went down to Egypt” (Yehoshua 24:2-4).



