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126 PuriM: REMOVING THE MASK
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1. THE ROLE OF PRAYER IN THE PURIM STORY

Crze of the key-elements of Purim that deserves our attention and
consideration is that of prayér. When the Jewish People found them-
selvesin danger of extinction, they turned heavenward and prayed, and
through the agency of prayer they were saved. Indeed, the Gemara re-
c’:cq}nfq that when Rav Masna would discqurse on the Megillah, he would
pen mth a verse that, for him, encapsulates the entire story
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For which great nation has a God-Who is close to it, as is

Hashem our God, whenever we call to Him.!

3 Ip this regard thereisa fascmatmg comment of the Rambam in the
. beginning of: ;he Mishneh Torah, immediately following his introduc-
’ fon. Thers, the Rambam lists all of the 613 mitzvos of the Torah, and

at the conclusics: of the list, he discusses the mitzvos of the Rabbis and

explains why they are not considered to be “adding on to the mitzvos of 4
the Torah,” something that the Torah itself forbids. Regardmg Purm :
the Rambam writes:

The Prophets, together with the Béis Din, instituted and g
commgnded to read the Megillah in its, time in order to
mention the praises of the Holy One, Blessed Be He, and
the salvation that He wrought for us and that He was close..
to our entreaties, in order to bless and praise Him, andin
order to make known to future generations the veracity of
that which He promised is in the Torah, “For which great
‘nation has a God Who is close to it, as is Hashem, our God,
whenever we call to Him.”

Mn other words, accord.mg to the Rambam, a primaryrole of the insti-
tution of Purim—if not the primary role—is to establish and reinforce
the principle laid down in the Torah that Hashem is close to the JewisE
People when they call out to Him in prayer.
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—2Z. THE MEGILLAH AND PRAYER.

" Moreover, the prayers of the Jewish People at that time are com- .

memorated by us in our Pirim observance every year! As we know, the
5&Megzllah is read twice during the course of Purim—in the night and.in

the day. Howeéver, this actually makes the mitzvah of Megzllah reading

unlike all the other mitzvos of Purim, which are done only in the day
¢ What is the basis of readmg the Megillah at night as well? -
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¢ Interestingly, the source of this mitzvah Is not found in theMegillah,
% but in Tehillim. The- Gemara derives this obligation from the verse:
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"My God, I call out and You do-not answer, and in the night I am

riot silent.? . €
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What does this verse have to do with reading the Meglllah at mght
[;rvsnth Purim at all, for that matter? “

Rashi_explains . that the verse refers to the fact that the Jewish
Lesple were crying out to Hashem day and night to save them from

Haram's decree.’ .
Thus, we see that the entire obligation of reading the Megillah at

nngt is to commemorate the prayers of the Jewish People at that time.-
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3. THE UNIQUENESS OF TA'ANIS ESTHER

According to the early commentators, appreciating the central role hs

of prayer in bringing about-the miracle of Purim is what lies behind
the Fast of Esther on the thirteenth of Adat. Unlike other Rabbinically
ordained fasts such as the Seventeenth of Tamuz or Tishah b'Av, which
commemorate events of destruction, the Fast of Esther commemorates

the fasting and prayer that brought abQut our salvation. In this way, the

thurteenth of Adar is not a day of mourning at all, bat one of celebratio
and of publicizing the miracle of Purim.
M Confirmation of the unique nature of this fast can be seen from th
fact that when the thirteenth of Adar falls on Shabbos, the fast is observe

‘ on the preceding Tﬁufsday Generally, when a fast day falls on Shabbos, it
’ is specifically pushed off to the following Sundav,is_t_}l_e_Qgr_@La_explalns.
“We do not bring calamity earlier”” Why, thep, is the fast of Esther ob-»
served before Shabbos and not afterwards? Rather the rule of “not bnng—
ing calamity earlier” is not relevant to the fast of Esther, since this fast does):
not mark a time of calamity at all but rather celebrates one of salvation®:
It turns out that not only is the central role of prayer in the Pu_l;_i_r_g” E
(story commemorated on the day of Purim itself through reading the ~
~~Megillah, it has an entire day devoted to it before we even get ta Purim! .
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TI— | Gemara in Kiddushin explains that the early scholars

were referred to as “sofrim,” meaning “ones who count,” because they
would count the verses, woirds, and letters of the Torah, and would
thereby be able to calculate where the middle verse, word, and letter of
the Torah was.t :

What is the meaning of this Gemara? Why is it so significant to Igure

out what the center verse or word of the Torah is? Why did tha early
. y (4 L. !

scholars take from their valuable time to count verses, words, and let-

ters and why is that so important that they were actually given the iabel ..
sofrim as a result? ’

The Maharal writes that the center poinf of any object represents the
purpose and completion of that particular object.? In other words, it is the

qenter point that encompasses the essence of the objert. Therefore, it is
crucial to find and discover that center point because it will provide us with
. tyemendous insight into the core essence around which the object revolves.

‘When counting the 167 verses of Megillas Esther, we can diécher that

+ /‘-'( the middle verse is cHapter 5, verse 7, which is discussing the dialogue |

between Achashveirosh and Esther that took place at Esther’s first feast.
Tet us take a look af this verse within the context of its surrdunding

verses in chapter 5:

T P NN ORI ARWna QABNG on MmNy
(Ve'se 6) "wym maoni 78 19 Jnwpa

- (Verse 7) ™"NWpa) *N7NW TMKM INOX wNY”

SPNW NN NNG 230 791 9¥ XY 19001 222 11 2NNSn N
HPYK WX ARYBT 9K oM (oni X127 Tnwpa NN ey
- (Verse 8) "71i1 1373 NWYN AmnT ono

In verse 6, Achashveirosh asks Esther, “What is your request and it shall
" be granted to you, and what is your petition?” Esther then responds in
Zverse 7 by saying, “nwp "YNY—My request and my petition,” but heg

actual request is not recorded until the following verse when she requests
-

that the king and Haman return for another feast the following day.

It is fascinating—and somewhat pemleﬁng—that the entirety of the
middle verse in the Megillah simply consists of the words, “So Esther
 answered and said, ‘My request and my petition,” without even men-
tioning the content of Esther’s request until the following verse! There
snust be something very noteworthy about the mere fact that Esther is
$ making a request that would cause our central focus to be turned to it,

rather than to the content of the request itself.
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Until now, we have focused on the middle verse of the Scroll of Estheér. -

Similarly, if we calculate the middle word of the Megillah, we find that

2

the center word is the Word *N7XW, meaning “my request,” which ap-
pears in the content of Esther’s response in chapter 5, verse 8. Thus,
" we see that both the middle verse and the middle word of the Mezilla}}

share the exact same idea of Esther making a request from the king.’

" What about the term *NoNW is s central to the theme of the Megillah
that it is both the subject of the middle verse of the Megillah as well as
its exact center; word? Mi’lat is the correlation between the word ONY
to the holiday of Purim that would relate to the essence of this day?

o

Perhaps we can better understand this connection by looking at what
the Rambam tells us was the focal point of the miracle of Purim. The
Rambam writes that the very reason we read the Megillah on Purim is
to praise Hashem for listening to our prayers and our cries for help, and

to convey the closeness with which He relates to us when we call out to

- Himin Erazer.3 .
'/The Rambam is thus informing us that a major theme in the holiday of
Purim is this idea-sf TWp) 9N, of asking and beseeching Hashem
- with all of our re(iueéts and praying to Him to save us just as Hedid at
\' the time of Purim. Itis thereforenot a coincidence that the central verse
' and the central word of the Megillah focus on Esther making a request
from the king, which can also be construed as Esther simultaneously

- fnaking a request of and davening to Hashem, the King of all kings.* -95

¢ In fact, the gematria of the word HoNW is 336, which is precisely the
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same gematria of the word 09! This would seem to point toward &

further link between Purim and the concept of making a request.

Along the same lines, we find that when Mordechai HaTzaddik’s lin--
eage is recorded in the Megillah, it takes us back three generations.
The Gemara in Megillah explains that the names of the three ancestors
listed also hint to different character traits of Mordechai himself.® The

. Gemara then illustrates fo us that each of these names are descriptions
. of the types of prayer that Mordechai exhibited in order to help save
the Jewish People from annihilation.® This passage in the Talmud,
therefore, seems to indicate that Mordechai’s essence was one of prayer,

—_— T

and that the salvation of the Jewish People was a direct feéult of these
prayers and supplications. ‘

% It follows, therefore, that our celebration on Purim should also incorpo-

rate this cchtral theme ofiprayer. In fact, the Chiddushei Harim explains

that when the Talmud Yerushalmi states that on Purim we must give

i ) . N
- ‘tzedakah to any poor person who extends his-hand,” it also refers to

the fact that.on Purim, Hashem responds to anyone,who ektends his
hand in prayer, just as He responded to Mordechai and Esther.®

Thirefore, when reading the Megillah, our focus is directed toward the
ﬁcentral verse and central word, which both highlight the centrality of
tefillah. On Purim, Hashem desires and awaits to answer our tefillos and

those of the entire Jewish nation, in the sime manner as He awaited
the prayers of the Jews in the time of Esther and Mordechai. Hashem

,wants to help us; He is just waiting for us to open our mouths to ask
for help. As the verse states in Devarim: “QrpbN 12 TN 9173 M1 M 03
YN 129N 991 17p5N 113 15N 72 p—For who is a great nation that
has a god who is clgse to it, as is Hashem, our G-d, whenevef we call
out te-Him " It is this verse that the Rambam, based on the Gemara in
Megillah,'® quotes as the central lesson of the entire Megillah.

\A’ilrim illustrates to us how fortunate the Jewish nation is—that Hashem '
Joves us so dearly and is always interested in hearing from us. We just’
"need to take advantage of that closeness by constantly knocking on His . .

gates of mercy and calling out to Him with sincere and heartfelt prayer.
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. usin everythmg we do, everywhere, and all the time. It is

140,

through this higher level of seeing Hashem and remairiing
connected to Him as His people, despite His being hidden,

that we endure as a nation.

(Rav David Feinstein, Kof Dodi on Megillas E;i/aer 9:28)

WhyisPurimaspecialezlvmtzon,atimeofDivine
favor, when Hashem answers all of our prayers without
question?

. When giving #zedakah throughout the year, one may check 1o

see that the one requésting the rzedakah is legitimately in nieed.
On Purim, however, the halachah is that e niva DRI PR
— “Wee are not exacting with Purim money [tzedakah),” such
that > D 505 17 weAsw 1 % — “Anyone who extends his
hand to request [tzedakah), we give to him” (Shulchan Aruch,
Orach Chaim 694:3). The Aruch HaShulchan (Orach Chaim
694:1) explains that this means, P8 P TR IR — “We do

. not check after him [to determine if he is genuinely in need].”

This idea can be similarly applied with respect to prayer, in that
on Purim, Hashem answers anyone who “extends his hand” to

Him in prayer. =
This is not to say that during the rest of the ycar Hashem

* does not answer our #efillos. Throughout the year Hashem

peevent Him from answering them at a particular time, {or
example, the accumulation of ‘many sins, or even hav; B
paor kavanah, concentration, while praying. As such, when
a person makes a request of Hashem during the year, it is
possible that he will not be grantcd what he wants because
Hashem has been vy p1710, “checking after him,” to.see.
if he is worthy of it or not. However, on Purim, Hashem -
does not “check after the person,” but instcad immediately

does answer teﬁllos, but there are many things that cfng

" ~grants whatever is"requested. It is only dependént on one

thing — whether one extends his “hand” in zefilla); or not.

(C/ﬂzddm/)ez HaRims; see alsoSefer Yemei Purim, p. 100,
citing Me'ir Einei C/uzchamzm, APS)

31

12

It is important to note thar while it is guara.ntced that Hashem will answer
our refillos, ot of His love for us He answers all tefillos letovab, for good.
* This means that if a person davens for something, and Hashem knows that

“such a request will actually be detrimental to him (although the supplicant

does not realize it), Hashem will not answer that specific request, but apply
the sefillos from that request to something He knows the person really
needs (A.P.S.).

3L -

2. The Megillah hints that Hashem made Purim an vis ratzon,
a time of Divine favor, for the Jews, as a middab _keneged
middah reward, a justified reward, for their reacceptance 6f
the Torah on Purim with rzizen, willingly and voluntarily.
‘then describing Achashveirosh's party, the Megillah states,
YARI-UR 11D MY ip 0759 By 1o 190 13-2 DIR PR T Iy

— “And the drinking was according to the law;, not forced
on the people,for so the king ordered that all the officials of
his house should doaccording to what .each man wanted”
(Esther 1:8). This passuk can also be read as follows:

DIR P8 N2 mem — “The drinking was according to
the law;, not forced”; The word v, drinking, refers to
Purim, because on Purim there is more drinking than
eating, and the word 17 the “law,” can refer to the To-
rah, In other words, on Purim, we accepted the Torah
w1thout being forced. And since we accepted the Torah

lel_gly_

qg?;:i 12 129 — “For the king so ordered [that]”: the
King of Kings (Hashem) arranged a reward. ..

inv337-%2 %% — “For all the officials of his house™: for the
Jews (as the Jews are Hashem's children and ministers of
His house, the Beis HaMikdash)... .

LPRI-UN 180 Niy> — “to do according to what each
man wants”: that Hashem will fulfill the razzon, desires,

of each person!'

% (Imrei Noam, vol. 3, Purim, s.v. “amru”)
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The Megzlluh is not.about hlstory, but about destiny. It,is part of
Tanach because it teaches us to examine our lives and try to see how \

N /[ l Dww nYIoR IRNN3 AT N IR
N each. event fits mto Hashem s plan for our personal advancement. IR B Al s t IR mnonn
Think about the grand events in your own life: the person youmar- .. 7717907 X¥n3 09w 9w D9R LTIV
ried, and: the person you dldnt marry; the job you accepted, and — ,omaznn Yo Sy nrpmwn 75 9y 7
the one that you really wanted but did not get; the teachers who | ‘;1_ o/ m o2 My X0 OIRA m‘mmj
influenced .you. You may start-fo notice a pattern. Sometimes the Ly S—nmmRn T Y SR DR 9 D mxn”
_ grand events are not enough. You will have to focus on the min- Lyga on WIOTR UDRY AR
ute:details of life: people you met — seemingly by chance — who " 071 Yw 19198 Q@ NNoR
affected you in some way; a train you missed that caused you tosee . . , / ‘3;{@3) mife 1-'»2
an advertisement on'the next train that helped you grow; a ride you '

DFA C 2 90pb) 1R M 1T YvR

. took with a friend, during which you overheard a conversation that

contained an important message for your own life. . TIHYY 2PYAIRD NP NYIL DD
Such introspection can boost your:Emunah, as you begin to . - I7? IR2INW_NIX°2) YW oal)
make sense of your life and the path that has been paved for quInb oITmn KY 09w Yxwh
you. It might be painful sometimes. There might be questions. QUMY TN YAy non 1K1
There may be events that you simply cannot understand. Don’t ¢ 7 DISE) 27TRNI WENY 1rnas)

>_( forget — you are in the middle of the story. If we were to stop

reading the Megillah somewhere in _the middle, we wouldn’t be
able to make sense of it. We should internalize the message of the

@ 5 Yy 9711 TIRY 2P AYIDY
.DBWIAW oaR? oY DR 27pR

Megillah and use it as a-guide for our own lives, and have faith nyavn B ‘pn w9
that once we move on to the next world, all our questions will be ox 1T 19 nyT XY .nnen J=

answered. : . . : W ,nyawn monY 7n yah oy
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