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S PEKUDEI 1y — Of Testimony. Because the Divine Presence was
PARASHA » ' )
i i hich were it, the Tabernacle testifiz4 that God had forgiven the

1" I hese are the reckonings of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of Testimony, w upon it, th fiad ) : ‘

reckoned at Moses' bidding. The labor of the Levites was under the authority of Issamar, sn; of :het l?o_lrdff;; tCa(llfb(fzsi:g.) Alternatively, the Testimony |
; ] H H ’ ets zraj..

on of Aaron the Kohen. 22 Bezalel, son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, did everything refers to the 1 abk

hat HAsHEM commanded Moses. 2 With him was Oholiab, son of Ahisamach, of the tribe ‘of

dan, a carver, weaver, and embroiderer, with turquoise, purple, and scarlet wool, and with
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31 *ppa — These are the accountings [reckonings]. The phrase *1ipn ngx ‘ ) . - 4
which introdzces a summary of the holy work performed by the Israelites comes yormmey %=~ : ' P3N oW

in response to another phrase, Y%7 YR 1, this is your god, O Israel, the — - E— - ; :
veople’s exclammation when the Goldén Calf was formed (32:4). The last sidrah — -
¢l Zxodus thus heralds the moral rehabilitation of the nation. In just a few 9P NIN T2 VITRPR DRY NN ORIV NIy - [ Ppwn o m:‘}
m?inths the fin }:d been cleansed }flh“mks o 1}’105_95}; ntervention, and Exodus  myppnn iy nra mnnb o3 mrsw aTwn Maw bR fovn
ends on one of the most glorious chapters of Jewish history. " 10
The Zohar develops this theme further. It makes a connection between the /mn m_n"apn "mND 92 :RPIN I IR (R 1 ’oP R12) TTAR RYN NwR
word *TipB, accountings, and "% 98, I have indeed taken account of you ZQ”R 0aWn PNT HI 1P RN NN (@7 oA STARIY 1M MY -
;3:’:16), a p.hrfase which symbolized God’s imminent intervention at Ehé start of L 530 YN 5 1"Ipn ANNY IMHR PR
Inses” mission. '
Another meaning of I, counted, as the Zohar notes, also means to visit 1981 - Tnv 2N (v 71T01) PWAAT TN
salms 17:3 artd see Targum). Moses announced to the Children of Israel in the MNT?_ MY 790 Ywaw ) - mnwvn? ( ) ‘

nidst of their exile "nTp8, T that after their exodus from Egypt God would  :(19 ,22° mnw) INRIW 219N NNPan N2 PRY 1718 12 PRY .nynab

visit ie. dwell amongst them. Now, at the conclusion of Exodus, the Torah ™™ L0 MY 9P n”apn ann XY AR YR M NIPM rTpa DV:I'I"

procaim’s how this promise was fulfilled through the building of the Mishkan
(Tabernacle]. This is Ny 1awn yown 1ps, the visit of the Tabernacle, the

;?D’DW DN MDY N7APN POVIY A RN N NRR Navl nvpn-

Tabernacl o the Testimony [of God's love for His people], mom a9y e wx, - DNRNY N2 DAR W @7 w) RAY YR 890 %0 juy Sy onb

1 visit whick ame about according to the words of Moses. The, word jown, OANY NYOY DRV Y NYW1 19aR
derived from %y, to draw near, implies that Moses was able to draw the : .
Shechinah, the Divine Presence, closer and insure Its residence among the !

Children of Israel. .
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Torah was not given to the individual Nt even to six hundred
thousand md1v1duals. Torah was given orly to a single unified
nation; their being of -one heart transformed six hundred thousand
individuals into one entity.

wyn oy nx 1wax npbmed nx YR ) Y
KL YR 77 0N DK n-r'y ALY YW T RO T
(o pr

Since Israel rejected strzfe and embraced harmony, -

dwelling as one, the time is ripe for Me to gzve them the
Torah (Derech Eretz Zuta 11).

This saying of our Sages lends an insig: into the fact that n7ap
TR, the receiving of the Torah, was not realized in its fullest sense

until almost a millennium later — during the spiritual renaissance
that accompamed the events of Purim (see Shabbos 88a). .
s’bChazal portray the 17 nYap of Sinai as involuntary and the 70
M93p, the reacceptance of Torah, on Purim as being with alacrity —
1nd1cat1ng that the re-acceptance of Torah on Purim was of a more
profound nature. What brought about this deepened commitment?
The solution is to be found in the fact that the Jewish people at the
time of Purim were totally united. Haman’s decree of genocide — “to
massacre, kill and destroy all the Jews” — united the Jewish people as
never before. In times of danger, petty quarrels and personal grudges
_ disappear and people focus their concerns on. the welfare of the
community, not on their personal differences. Therefore, the events
- of Purim led to a kind of genuine unity. and hence Israel was able to
receive the Torah in its deepest and fullest sense.
With this we can understand the statement of Arizal that Yom
Kippur is “onp3 nv,” a day comparable to Purim, with the
l/i_r:glical-ion that Purim is the greater of the two-
om Kippur is a day when people cleanse themselves so that they
are akin to angels; rising above the human shortcomings of hatred,
» jealousy and animosity. But Purim brings people together through
charity, joy and festivity, and therefore surpasses Yom Kippur in its

ability to unify the community of Israel. It is in this sense that Purzm

overshadows even Yom Kippur. :
A closer look at Rashi reveals that it is not_ the term NITK, umty,

that is employed but rather the term X : :’7:1 wtth one. heart The

term “with one heart underscores the fact that outward unity is not

o thie ‘ocness of heart,

e ot urale Fellow from a heart cleansed of !ﬂ:"& land

This principle that the level of acceptance of the Torah is in direct
proportion to the harmony among the Jewish people will shed a new
light on a comparison by Chazal of various generatibns.
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False is charm — refers to ii1e generation of Moshe and
Yehoshua; vain is beanty — refers to the generation of
Chzzkzyahu, a God-fearing [woman]is praiseworthy —
refors to the generation of R* Yehudah bar Tiai . .. when
Stuaenis would cover themselves with one blmf‘:a*
\Sanhed~in 20a).
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Rashi explains this as pointing out the exemplary sacrifice for the -

sake of Torah by the generation of R’ Yehudah bar Iai. It lends 1tself
however, to another explanation.
Let us ask ourselves: If six people cover themselves with ore.

blanket, can any one of them stay warm? The answer is that if each
one pulls the blanket to himself, no one will be covered. But if each
one_pushes the blanket to_his fellow, to ensure that his friend is
sufficiently covered, then all six of them will be warm.

Chazal mean _to emphasize this specific characteristic of concern

21

SN MI227 Yo OCTUTS DR - pwnn

SINYY IRNY AR 0OV AR T AR PIY 2mS @R vnw) XTI
np e LR OLPRIWY oyb avapn mivpnn YW pvabw '3 XD W
R A L I B L e

9% TUBR 1D WPNANR 030 A90K WrRD Wry” Raet -
WARIWST MERD W' nvmnt vbs Lwby nben kg

DR WYDS D7ARY Sy 1a0 1n:nx PR3N R =k} {~=]

10 nbmmy by nbEm 97DYR L/¥AND BN AYORY DOMBRI 'n.vn’
s LY nbnm cmnn ARYTY BRI LDYST WX R Abmnn e
Ty 1Y nmw ,nmnn nwsn Wby nbRm amwe anr 7w
MY FANRD WP AN WYY newR Sw TaAR L hrawn nimbn
™R RPW B D W RN 1awn nwyb uneyy b amp
vInn jownn 5y MY D’JWIRW? B3 N2 RN ,n'npm jl'?
anp NRUTNE WOR OMT ADY T OIRD WT YIvR RvR NS
Y IR 0 ey MR TSI DRV Lavn mown
1% nbmow 1% R oW To7pyR baynm DR OTVWYWS R _WITD

N 9N I LATAR DIMBT AR WY ny w99 wb nypwy
nUSWY [ownR Wy mb nDoIWw nRT Ty b vt www
13 PN WIPD DWW MIBWY WIPR D WY MR MWD Y
XOX TMRI XY 19N - QI3 CPISWI o1 ormnb nams bRaws
s ,phe ooad pep YSw Yn envobne wrrp LnKY R S5 3
ol e am P17 LoRwe 3 2% ina R nwebwh nvaw
by aba TRy A9 -nrown s T nianbn Yo oionnh anen -
Y0NS PRY TP 0PN aow opr W T8 p1 IR TRk
5 apn mrapn oz 1o By e Yxawe Yo bw masbn Y
o3 =7anm 0K %91 90 3ab st wx wex Y5 nnm amn

: aiaabn Yo aw annn L pownn by mb nam

TIN2 DI PISWY APOYR OY TN YW WpR 0D M1 wuan ¢
pipr nWR N (9% ORI YD oy I P onr Inwy R ‘7:‘
g mmabn Yo TiRm v arown nwnt s

for one’s fellow. Jt is this smgle-rmnded devotion to the welfare of
one’s fellow, the true 7 293, that resulted in a generation smgular
in its scholarly attainments. The generation of Moshe stood at Sinai
and witnessed Divine revelation. Yet this was false charm relative to
the latér generation. Chizkiyahu imbued Israel with a spirit of
scholarship so powerful that every man and child: knew the most

difficult laws of ritual purity. This, too, comparitively speaking, was

but empty beauty. It was R’ Yehudah bar Hai's disciples, who lived
with such deep-seated unity and ¢ared so much for each other, that
was singled out as the God-fearing generation_which al one is

praiseworthy.
It was _their 7gx 2% that a]lowed them to receive Torah at its
highiest level. -
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HALACHOS OF BROCHOS
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. g . . 114 " L
Reb Chaning bar Popa said “Anyone who derives pleasure fram this

world without making a brocha is (in a sense) stcaiing from Hashem,

¢tc g from his fellow Jew and a comrade of Yeravam ben Nevat.”® By

na_r_,;léc*‘ng $ :make the brocha, he not only withholds the expression of
gratitude gwe v Hzshem, he also causes the flow of abundance to be
withheld ¥xm his fellow Jew."

Many people aspire to become yirei shomayim. Chazal®® analyzed the
passage® “And now Yisroel what does Hashem ask of you but to fear
Hashem, your G-d"" and derived from it that one is obligated to make at
leasi ope hundred brochos a day.® Thus, the frequent act of making a

sragcha, when done correctly, is a foolproof means for instilling in

uneselt virgs shomayim.™
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Hashem said to Moshe, “They shall make a Mishkan for Me, and I shall dwell
among them” (ibid., 25:8), so that all the nations shall know that they have been
forgiven for the sin of the Golden Calf. This is why it is called “the Mishkan of
Testimony;” for it bears witness for all the people of the world to the fact that
Hashem dwells in their Sanctuary. (Midrash Tanchuma, Terumah 8)

Why does the Torah repeat the word “Mishkan” in the phrase, “the Mishkan, the -

Mishkan of Testimony”? Why doesn’t the Torah state simply, “These are the accountings
of the Mishkan of Testimony”?* . "

To understand the reason for the repetition, let us first discuss the words of the
midrash: “Hashem said to Moshe, “They shall make a Mishkan for Me and I shall dwell
among them’ (ibid., 25:8), so that all the nations shall know that they have been forgiven
for the sin of the.Golden Calf. 'This is why it is called ‘the Mishkan of Testimony' —for
it bears witness for all the people of the world to the fact that Hashem dwells irr their
[i.e., Yisrael's] Sanctuary” (Midrash Tanchuma, Terumah 8).2 The mitzvah of erecting
the Mishkan is irrefutable evidence that Hashem forgave the Jewish nation for the sin
of the Golden Calf. ’

~J But haven’t we already been told that Hashem pardoned Yisrael for the sin of the
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Golden Calf? Dido’t we learn that Hashem told Moshe, “Thave forgiven [them] according

to your word” (Bamidbar 14:20)%° If so, why was it necessary for the construction of the -

Mishkah to bear witness to the fact that they had been forgiven? Are Hashem’s Words,
“I have forgiven according to your word,” not sufficient?* Additionally, we may ask:

What was it about the construction of the Mishkan that bore witness to and proved

that the sin of the Golden Calf had been forgiven? :
4 : J——
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After the Sin—Renewal of Creation

" - Two consequences follow in the wake of every sin: The appropriate punishment >

(and a fall from favor. Although words of repentance may effectively protect a penitent

from punishment, they do not necessarily restore the erstwhile sinrier to his former
level of favor, from which he had fallen; they cannot cleanse his soul of the spiritual

- filth with which his sin besmirched it That can be accomplished only through
goncrete deeds, deeds that testify to a change in atitude, deeds that bear witness ‘;fQ,
the recrgation of the erstwhile sinner as a new person. Thus the midrash interprets a
verse in Tehillim (102:19): ““Let this be Written for a later generation'—this teaches that
Hashem welcomes and receives the penitent; ‘and the created people will praise G-d'—
this means that Hashem will recreate them as new beings” (Vayikra Rabbah 30:3).5

.

‘* Even after the sin of the Golden Calf, Bnei Yisrael’s first national sin, the Iewish

- nation had to be recreated as a new entity. Moreover, it was not only the nation of
Yisrael that had to be created anew; the entire world had to be renewed, because the
entire world fell and became sullied injthe aftermath of the sin of the Golden Calf. As
the Mesilas Yesharim (ch. 1) pithily deScribes the consequence of the sinner’s misdeed:
“He ruins himself and he ruins the wond along with him” If an individual can wreak
such havoc, how much more damage was caused by the national sin of the Golden
Calf. Therefore, it was necessary to create the entire world anew.

élélkding the Mishkan—Renewed Creation of the World

We suggest that this was the purpose of the mitzvah of building the MishKan.
Ghagal teach us, “The construction of the Mishkan paralleled the creation of the world”
(Midrash Tanchuma, Pikudei 2; Bamidbar Rabbah 12:13). That midrash equates the
first day of Creation, when Hashem “stretched out the heavens like a curtain (yeriah)”
(Tehillisn 104:2), with the curtains that were stretched over the Mishkan to form its roof:
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“You shall make curtains (yerios) of goat’s hair..” (Shemos 26:7). The firmament of the

heavens, created on the second day to separate “the waters below the firmament from
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_the waters above the firmament”. {Bereishis 1:7), had its counterpart in ‘the Parocf%es‘ ’
that separated the Kodesh of the Mishkan from the Kodesh Hakadashim.?

In truth, plumbing the depths of Chazal’s comparison can lead us to conclude that
the construction of the Mishkan was not merely a symbolic parallel to the six days of
Creation; rather, it was a renewed creation of the world. As the midrash expounds on
the verse, “Who [else but Moshe] ascended to the heavens and descended? Who felse]
gathered the wind in his fists [initiating the plague of boils]? Who [else] bound the
waters [of the Yam Suf] in a cloth? Who [else] established all the ends of the earth?’_’fl
(Mishlei 30:4): “Did Moshe really establish all the ends of the earth? The verse means *
that Moshe established the Mishkan, and the world was-established along with it...for {
until the Mishkan was built the world was shaky, but after the Mishkan was erected the
world stood on a solid foundation” (Bamidbar Rabbah 12:11). ’

The Gemara describes Betzalel, the master craftsman in charge of the Mishkar’s
construction, in a similar way: “He was not just an ordinary artisan. Betzalel knefv how
to combine the letters with which heaven and earth were created. The Torah (Shemos
35:31) states that Hashem filled Betzalel ‘with wisdom (chochmah), with understanding
(tevunah), and with knowledge (daas), and Shlomo Hamelech (Mishlei 3:19—20)’1ised
paralle]l terminology to describé Creation. ‘He established the world with chochmah, .
He founded the heavens with fevunah, with His daas the depths [of the sea] were
carved out... (Brachos 55a).® Thus, as stated earlier, the construction of the Mishkan
“Pincluded a renewed creation of the world, and as such it was not merely an architectural
accomplishment of a human artisan, but a Divine act of creating the world anew.
3q Another midrash, cited by Rashi (Shemos 39:33), drives home the point that the *
Mishkan could have been erected only through a Divine act and not by human hands
alone: “Moshe said to Hashem, ‘Master of the world, I do not know how to erect it?®
Hashem replied, “You just put your hand to the task, and you will appear to be setting
it in place, but in fact it will stand up on its own.... as it is stated (Shemos 40:17): “The - A
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Mishkan swas erected™ (Tanchuma, Pikudei 11).° Thus, the building of the Mishkan
was not merely the construction of a physical edifice, it was a Divine act—creation of
heaven and earth—and it could not have been done by the hands of man but only by
the Hand of Hashem. " . .

o The nexus that links the construction of the Mishkan to the Creation of the world
is rcoted in the principle that the function of Creation is the revelatig)n of G-dliness
and the Hashraas HaShechinagh—the resting of the Divine presence. Of course, it is
axiomatic that such Hashrans HaShechingh requires that a unique place—a misftkan,
1 beis_hamikdash—be consecrated for that purpose.’? Thus, the Torah commands:

XA TR TR W DWRT A% PR T YR DM Wyl
' wrmag

by Dy bRy mmw e KSR 2PN pmw Tan hpw ppwnn b
HR ,7YINT DR DINWT DR DINT DD MYTVITT (0 2 oma7) 227, Sxw
TR manx A mR 1Y mvn peke maw Sxwdb nvy joean
T3 YUY Pk Jnn
Mpy) "NK NEGT Arpovnn 1991 Y maa xSen pimy taon
VWINwI TN KA SR Aty o aORWR arbin aban
AP W NN M PApn YW by myin nwxaa wyn Y3 v
MKYN TN T A30W 10N TR, Dy ma pobn? i Kin
PN XMW
73 NK DI AN WIWIN NNYR 93 KT AYKwh amdnn &
MM T IR SW NIRRT RUevn? D) oupni on IR pon
MIWBK Maxn TwTpi 9K A wp v Sy kAo YK wp wsknn
“oran 937 orp ow
MYYNRI FIRMIT 0epa Yxwe vy opbn vba o onma
NXRT VTN TR DR 0NN DTG SKw oy Yw amnn nmw
TP WNIT MIT K 712 0upn o 33 v by L axean pbn Yan
Q%P1 NVIVY L ORI TV DARY 0 n vy SR SV 0KI M Dyon
¥, mpHom AN TS Yy nbwit nank /780 TNYNn 12 mpna
DK _[a5rn pwbn pbye ™ Dhba K1 1231 M

T DYR AW DTIYn e MYeT ARNT e Sxw oy

=~

“The;f shall make a mishkan for Me, and I shall dwell among them.!* Therefore, the
construction of the Mishkan brought the world to its rectification [after the sin of the
Gplden Calf], and it became a worthy place for the resting place of the Shechinah. This
is the sense of Creation inherent in the establishment of the Mishkan. As the Sages
stated concerning the day Shlomo Hamelech dedicated the Beis Hamikdash: “That day’
was a joy to Hashem equal to that of the day when heaven and earth were created”
"(Megillah 10b). For on that day their Creation returned and was renewed.**
He

The Mishkan of Testimony—Bearing Witness to Atonement

+ 4 Now the words of the midrash are clear. The establishment of the Mishkan bears
estimony to the fact that Hashem granted forgiveness to the Jewish nation for the:
5in of the Golden Calf, for the construction of the Mishkan rectified the world and_~“
sJevated it from the depths to which it had fallen in the wake of the sin of the G‘hld:j)
?:alf. It was created anew; it was a new entity. It was like the day on which Hashe
¢reated Haven and earth. >
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