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21 Epery. man whose heart inspired him came; and everyone,whose spirit motivated him
brought the portion of HASHEM for the work of the Tent of Meeting,. fo

sacred vestments.

22 The ren came with the womer; everyone whose heart motivated
nose-rings, rings, body omaments = all sorts of gold ornamentis — every man who raised up
an offering of gold to HAsHEM. 23 Every man with whom was found turquoise, purple, and
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rall its labor and for the

Iﬁm brought bracelgfs,”

22. owanby — With the women. According to ‘Ramban,
this term implies that the men were secondary to- the
women. Since the jewelry enumerated .in this verse was
wgrn mainly by women, the Torah pays tribute to them, for
as soon gs thgy heard that precious -metals were needed,
they immediately removed their most precicus possessions
and rushed to bring them (Ramban; Or HaChaim).
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every man that brought @ waving (offer-
old. The Talmud (Bava Kama 119a) states
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-2 Anid the men came with the women

what'a ‘'woman owns belongs to her ;| ~.
he cin only contribute a small amount
ds, or possessions tc charity or any
aase for we assume that in such a case
d-will not object. When these women

o contribute their golden ornaments

\/fishkmi, it was necessary for their hus-

/bands to accompany them and inform the officers
that it was with their consent; In this manner the
Sforno explains the reason why the men came
with the women. He also explains the concluding
part of this verse as meaning that since those men
who brought gold were in the minority, since it
was unusual for them to have gold trinkets or
jewelry, they came together with the women soas
to join those who were contributing that particu-
larprecious metal. We see from the selection of the
Mishnah cited by the Sforno that when the Pesach
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3 Oy TR AN — And the men came with the women. (Together) with the
ting women came their men (husbands) to confirm their offerings, so that the
would accept them, since we do not accept (contributions) from women extept for
{insignificant) things. : ’ o
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WITH THE WOMEN

Responding generously to Moshe’s call for donations to the Mishkan,;
the people, both the men and the women, willingly contributed the
necessary materials. The Torah’s words.are: “They came, the men with
the women...” (ibid.).

Meshech Chochmah explains that the word used to express the
term with literally means “on.” Thus the verse can be explained to mean
that the men came, bringing as thelr donatlon that which was “¢
‘their wives.

~/ Jewish law Proscribes derivirlg benefit from an);object that has

bgen used for idol worship. Even so, if someone has set aside a specific
object for the purpose of idol worship, declaring, “I wish to dedicate
this object of mine for idolatry,” he may benefit from it, as ong as it was
never actually used. He may not, however, :-donate it tg the Beis
HaMikdash, because from God'’s perspective the ob)ect once pledged is
considered to be a revolting thing. .

The Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni, Shemaos 32) tells us that at the time of
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the sin éf the golden calf many golden calves were actually made —as
is indicated in the words of the people, “These are your gods, Israel” . ,
(ibid. 32:4). In addition to the large golden calf around which the ) q.
people danced and celebrated,«everyone wanted to have his own rnin-' nen Yapn 73l ay
iature golden calf to carry with him. Thus after the golden <alf was ' ——=
made, the people contmued to pledge more of their gold for these min-
iature idols. o o - oI a0 ab] own b mwee INYSY
Later, when the Jewish men came to donate the materials for the TENR W xXw vy oon .
Mishkan, there was no guarantee that God would nct consider th'e'i'r-- - A2UBA Nt _:‘m?" w38 ow rewon
gold revo]tigg, for perhaps earlier they had pledged it for the making Of - A 'Wﬁnfﬁ: i‘:ﬁ ”i;;?;;
another miniature golden calf. The only gold the Jewish men could nqt b T onb PRt mom wR Pooana
have pledged for idol worship was their wives’ jewelry. The women had\ TR DY OAY BYYRY DY NPR g
refused, en masse, to participate in the worship of the golden calf. Thus T3 W a7 rewsn peabn m’nb;
the: Torah tells us that the men brought the gold that was “on the o> mn poona mgs 2 pownb aab awm
wornen” ;the1r wives’ jewelry. ' (\xﬁl I _BWING UITD I e v e
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name Bezalel and Oholiab to lead the Tabernacle project. 2% nan 2 by iy Bif7 K17 13 71089
ms‘: iany — And afterwards, Moses called [Bezalel and Oholiab} and all the mse-hearted _____///\-—”————,
_men to come before him (below, 86:2), 13737 Dify 1031 - and he gave them the contribution of ,]:tzm'? WY Y [PYWINI NwwIpn oIt Yabnw LYY WN

raw materials that had just been collecied. i3 P Y 0B) 100w ,0WIN N IR W2 MRINY 73
22.94, [0S 9Y BN IR — THE MEN CAME WITH THE WOMEN S T T 5 [ Y mn b v ,puan
[The verse does not say, “The men and women came.” Instead; the verse says The men came with

the women. What is the implication of this phraseclogy? Ramban esplains: g mavEws ,JTEWwona Inn ORI Yow X oowin yavw AR

vDvgyn Yy DN wian oy - The reason for stating, The men came “with” {by] the women, which
implies “/oining the women,”® o ovwym b3 'm:m m'x PURSD3 a1 *3 MMnya — is that the 53 IRD QPR bom ,DPnna TIRD 1R¥Y DR MWD ‘(‘!’v’wnn W

donation of jewelry is more common among women,® 137 ™7723)— and they all had jewelry 'W NwWIPR ow wsh oy Lblyii/] ,]oWwni T’Jy oIrYa 3Wwn 1"‘{

" thattheywore, H7mpiN2i, TR ITOIVaD] RN PRI — sotheymmematm- N
" rings and rings and came Tight away; _Dogy 120 B3 IYD) ) DWIGT — Whereas the men JrRY AW byl M nInana DRt WY1 ,ov 0397 3 '(DWT

with whom [jewelry] was found brought it “with” {the womenl?— DY YW mWRYBYYY Jownn -[-73:'7 ]WD 1 NIPOn AR IR P31
-y vem mweny i — fer the connotation of “with” the women in this verse is that they were t = ——— =

“there first, and the men joined them as secondary donors.®  ~GTBX 99 DK M- 131 - Simi- i
larly, we find this usage of ¥ in the ¢ verses, Aram has settled “with” [5)1] Ephraim (Isawh 7:2),% spYI AMIWR 0T ORY 1WTRYY KUK INT RRT AWUATR orna R"

wpid1 pbw ava TTPOWON DR NNW L,PWAT DTy v 4

\ g e 0535:2026 VAVAKHEL  ‘THE CALLOF THE ToRAH ¢ afoam) PRI TR OYPY LRI IMIZY Annwa T Nt
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22. WET Sy D axﬁﬂ — The men came with the. women. The men came: . Bﬂ‘l:'? ¥R PR 7anR TmD

along’ w'th the women, followmg close after them (Rashi). This interpretation -
» implies that the women were even more zealous than the men as they donated
their finest crnaments in honor of Hashem’s sanctuary. When the Golden Calf -
wvas erected, the men had divested themselves of their golden peridants, unlike : - oo
the women, who refused to give towards it. For théir loyalty to God on these two )
occasions, says R’ Eliezer, they were rewarded in this world and in the next ' . : ‘ ‘3 N
{Pirkei [FRabbi Eliezer-ch. 48). In this world they were rewarded with the
celebration of the day of Rosh Chodesh (the New Moon), on which women
raditionally abstain from certain types of work actvities. But reward also on
‘awaits women in the next world, for they are promised eternal youthfulness.
An explanation for the connection between the new moon and the nature of
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- M 59 YW MY TN mbNn wnn "vm-n nr.mnb -mz'm ny Wy 'JN
women is given. by Sefer Chassidim (1148). Just as the moon reaches its "

10 v 1vanhm 1pPoan 150 M TNy Trow s Ymn R mn:—nu
max1mqm inthe first half of her monthly cycle and declines,in the second half, % g ‘

s0too. does-d -woman’s periodic cycle lead her to the fullness of her strength in 1 - -
alf; of the month. She then sees it decline in the second half, only to
, Tejoice at; seemg it. renewed again w1th the advent of the new monthly cycle.
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In. general, women are exemiﬁt from the duty to perform’ - AN INRY N1 m:m WD NRED PYHD P YINwI mph 5:”,31 —
those positive Mitzvoth which are govemned by time. Hence, IPIDN RY IR MYV 07N 0N 190 Y9 PO N2 NALY K1 NNR
they are o liged tc wear Tutath or don Teflin, for .y opn own sy s S .+ e oo Ty
The command to sanctify the Sabbath, however, with which RS NMROY MDY NRKAIN YR MANNVR KM PN FID7YIN D MR
this Sidra opens, applies equally to men and women, and 50 DO URY DN MmN Xow WM 7NN VRN

does observance of the Festivals.

There is orie type of Festival, indeed, that is rega.rded in - BOR ,IN¥NA 52D M¥N 0 XY YRR PRV T3 KV 1T MO K TN

Jewish tradition as a female Yom Tov, a Jewish ‘Woman’s LI MDY MW I RINY W00 00N2 "0 MY wIpn ) om”
Day This ls Rosh Chodesh the festive day (Or every Other D’n”pn YRR RN OWN NS MR N "nﬂni", nnjpi-n N N nnﬁln1
month, two festive days) at the begmmngnof the lunar -

month when the New Moon*first becomes visible. Unlike the SR G WNY TORD PN IR 93 Nk Y200 S MRM ,D7NRm
major Festivals, work is not forbidden by the ~Torah on DALY YIOY mws ,A"apn oy YR DYV N2 mid mIvar phY mn

osh Chodesh. Nenetheless, Jewish sources remind us that
raany..women have the praiseworthy customm of refraining/
from work on Rosh Chodesh on the osh) . sev’n o) 97N TINR NN _APDYN NRIVD Y DINR 1Y W OP-D3 ¥

tmn XYY WHMR PIY TP L, Tonh-nann

ng__:_s : }:: 23:: %;een;srjeo‘:‘:z};l %ZE:: ::p*:asingc:fag ;’1’12 MR I 593 TITIV R DKM 0P aapn - 108 10N OR”
thiree pilgrim Festivals (Pesach, Shavuoth, Sukkoth) are given ANYTY I MY TN AURNY 20N YYD TORD NN Y Y 10 P
in Tecognition of the three Patriarchs, each of whom has a C AT TORD DY Y YRR 031 ,TIND 1700 YYIM 137 DRR N¥N AVRAY IR
. special connection with one of the Festivals, while the n
welve Festivals of Rosh Chodesh were to correspond to the mMpYNon oM T D1 M0 VM 0PIV TIXD TIKY RY XY poy R
twglve tribes, since we are compared to the moon, as we say .'urwn

m_he blessing on the appearance of the New Moon:
b’-r»ny pAY U2 oWYY NRBN DMLY TInnY MR mabn
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And to the moon He said that she should be reborn DSwn T IO, 5V 20 K91 U0 vyn YY I ORI IR ™ mRnb
as a crown of glory to those carried in the womb, AN WYM TITT0 YIM NIIN3 NPOY DR AT 73PN INY AN WD
who are destined to be reborn like her and to glorify
their Creator for the splendour of His kingdom. a : -

-However, when the twelve tribes succumbed to the sin of
the g gaﬁzn calf, the Festival of Rosh Chodesh, a symbol of the -
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r?néwal of the Divine Presence in Israel, was taken away from
+the men of the twelve tribes, who had participated in the sin,
and given to their womenfolk who had refused to participate !

That the women refused to help make the golden calf is
seen from the text of the Torah, which records that all the
‘people’ i.e. the men who had assembled round Aaron, broke
-off their golden ear-rings in order to make the calf, but does
pot mention the women. On the other hand, with regard to
the_contributions towards the building of the Sanctuary
reported in this week’s Portion, the Torah emphasises the
prominent role played by the women:
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And the men came in addition to the women, every

beneficent heart, ... brought ... every golden jewel ...

And every woman of wise heart spun with her hands...

And all the women whesé hearts prompted them in”

wisdom spun the goats’ hair .. Every man and woman -

whose heart moved them fo bring for all the work
which God had commanded...? -

X Ramban® interprets the words ‘in addition to the women’
as _an indication the women showed even more_enthusiasm
-than the men in donating to the Sanc\;u;a_r‘y,

T—hrougl; the merit of the righteous women of férael were

we redeemed from Egypt, say our Sages,* and sc in the
Wilderness just as in Egypt, they showed their righteousness
and charity in giving wholeheartedly to the Sanctuary as
commanded by God, while refusing to contribute to the
golden calf. That is why they deserved to be awarded a Yom
§Tov of their own. But.why Rosh Chodesh? The sin of the

men, for whom it would otherwise have been an appropriate
Festival, deprived them of it, but it cannot have become

L
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appropriate to the women merely on accoiint of the men’s
lgss of it. There must also be some inner connection between
Rosh Chodesh and the women of Israel themselves.

The commentary of the Ba’ale Tosafoth on this week’s
Sidra_gives the following geason for women rejoicing on -’

- Rosh Chodesh. The Sanctuary to which they -contributed

,'_psp liberally. .was established on Rosh Chodesh, the first day of

Nisan. Accordingly the days of Rosh Chodesh became festive

days for them.> )

This explanation raises two questions. Firstly, why should
the day the Sanctuary was set up have been declared a festival
for the women since they had ne part in the construction of
the Mishkan? Tt should rather have been the day of the
® request for contributions when the women_brought their
onations. Why too, according to this, was “the Festival
allocated” to them in recognition of their contribution to the
anctuary rather than in recognition of their refusdl to con-
ribute to the golden calf? Surelysit required at least as much
strength of character to resist their husbands’ pressure to
ntribute to the calf together with them than to join with.
their hiiSbands in contributing to the Sanctuary! -

To illuminate the words of the Ba'ale Tqsafoth, let us
turn to a comment of the Maharal on the Mishnah in Pirke
Ayoth which enumerates the differing human temperaments:

TPwa voen K b M owss ma myTa me yaon
mn osh awp 70D Maw KR MY nwpr owab hwp
. U 3R Awpt owsb ma Lon nied

There are four qualities of human temperament. He

Who is angered easily and is appeased easily — his

loss disappears in his gain. He who is hard to anger

and hard to appease — his gain disappears in his loss.

He who is hard 0" anger and easy to appease is’

saintly. He who is easy to anger and hard to appease

is wicked.$

Thgl Maharal7 asks how it is possible to characteriserg-

8

iqrson .as saintly or wicked on the basis of temperament, g

ywhich, being part of his innate nature, is usually beyond his
ontrol? Judgenient as to sainfliness or wickedness implies
a_deliberate choice between good and evil. The Maharal’s
answer is that if_a person is by nature casily stirred to
.emotion, he should by nature be quick tg.anger. but just as
spick to be appeased. Conversely, one whose emotions are
not easily stirred should be just as hard to appease as he is
EFrd to anger. Thus.en the first two categories of tempera-
~ment, the, Mishnah refrains from praise or blame and is
4 content to assert that one is superior to the other. However,
*a-{nan who is hard to anger but easy to appease has evidently
made an-effort to let love of his fellow overcome the evil part
of his nature, and he is therefore deemed saintly. Conversely,
he who is easy to anger and hard-toiappease has let his antag-
onism to his fellow overcome the good part of his'nature, and
he is therefore deemed wicked. : '

This explanation of the Maharal answers the latter
question we raised above with regard to the explanation of the
.y Ba'ale Tosafoth. The refusal to contribute to the golden calf
‘ngs not in itself proof of the women’s nobility — or of their
" absolute rejection of idolatry, It could have been argued that
heir ‘refusal stemmed stmply from meanmess and teluctance
ﬂbe parted irom their finery, whereas the men were more-
generous with their possessions. When the women dongig,d}
happily to the Sanctuary, however, they proved their moral
fibre, for had miseriines been part of their-native tempera-"
2 3 3 ir desire to honio IVErCOme

N0 3130 [CLCOIN.
e1r parsimony. Should it be argued, on the other hand, that
;%fw_e_r_Tg‘enerou_s by nature and automatically contributed
to_any cause, .e.g. the building of the .Sanctuary, then they
ust have let their aversion fo idolatry overcome the natural
tendengy to contribute, when they held back from cont'r'i-“
“butjnig towards the golden call. If_was their negative reacts
® to the calf together with their positive reaction f 1C
tuary _that proved their worth, for in either case they must

have Tet their choice of good or rejection of evil overcome

- their natural “inclination, - and it was therefore only after
)oth events that they were awarded a festival of their own.
The men of Israel, by conirast, under the sway of their
~ A .

natural_temperament of generosity and” liberality . donated
tq both causes, regardless of the worth of either. For this,
) ’ét:cordmg to.the Midrash, Moses rebuked them before his
death. “You fickle people! You were asked to contribute to
the calf and you gave. You were asked to contribute to the

) -Sanctuary and you gave!™ ‘ i
~ | | e ,
To return,to our Sidra, we still have to understarid why
the women - of Israel were awarded a festival on the day the
Sanctuary was set up, rather than the day of their gifts to the

Sanctuary.. ¥
*Ih_g final test of whole-hearted performance of a Mitzvah

s the feeling after the deed has been done. A miserly perso

(may give charity on the impulse of the moment and regret/
¥ (itafterwards. The Sanctuary when first set up collapsed every
.day for seven days. On the eighth day, Rosh Chodesh Nisan,

it 'was set Up again and remained intact. If thewo}ner_lahjld

-

not given whole-heartedly or had had second thoughts about

,dtheir donations, they might have felt some secret satisfaction”
in, their hearts when they saw the Sanctuary collapsing éach
day — indeed they might have hoped for the eventual returmn
of their jewellery and perhaps some secret regret on Rosh
Chadesh Nisan, when they saw the Sanctuary sef up perman-

ently and their ornaments lost te thetn for ever.

. ‘I,n. ‘the event, the women felt sheer ioy when they saw the
Sanctuary set up in its splendour, and were happy that they
too had a share in its preparation for the presence of God to
be felt among them. This was the final test as to whether they
had entirely overcome any trait of selfishness in their nature
in their desire for proximijty to God, and it was therefore that
Qay, Rosh Chodesh, which they were awarded as their festival.
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Our, Sages say: vywn %3 by ¥ prayn »mn by vaynn s,
‘Whoever overcomes his natural traits, all his sins are forgiven.’12
m its context, this axiom deals with one who removes from
his -heart a grudge against those who have sinned against him
but the moral is valid fot the whole Torah. True worship ot’" ,
God is shown where man fulfils the Divine Will even when it
entails changing his own nature. Such was the deed of
«Abraham at the Akedah, such was the deed of Pinchas, and
such was the deed of the women of Israel. In one way or

another it is the Torah’s demand of every Jew.

A& R N\\mk"

According-to Chidushei-HaRim, however, the words of this verse indicate
that, although-late, thei men ultimately surpassed the women. They were
motivated by a special incentive which did not apply to the women. They felt -
the need to.atone for, their sin in worshiping the Golden Calf and did so by
offering _their  heartfelt gifts for building the Tabernacle. -Thus, theif
contribution was_the expression of their repentance. Through this act they.
(Qualified_ as baalei_ teshuvah [penitents] and their action Whas_judged- in
accordance: with. the Talmudic -principle o1y o miy nawn “2yaw oipps™
Tinyy ob137 0y oMy, where repentant sinners stand, even those who are .
completely righteous cannot stand {Berachos 34b).

Lok Gt € Jve- D Tober A6

5 Not only does the repenfant person regain favor in llashem's
‘éyes, adds the Tomer ‘I)CV()r({!l, but Hashem actixally holds him-ix;_)‘;’
greater esteem than He did before he sinned - as ( ‘hazal taug‘]ﬁ'v.\
“In the place ghai repentant people stand, even the perfectly

i

righteous cannot stand.”

- Chazal’s statement is hard €o fathom. How is it possible that
one who has sinned is closer to Hashem after repenting than
one who has never sinned? Can a repentant sinner be, ;Eg)llsi(ieretl ‘
greater than a person who has constantly withstood his desires
and remained steadfast in his devotion to Hashem?'®

A rebbe begins to conduct his tish. Multitudes of chassidim
wail in anticipation for the rebbe to deliver inspiring words
that will infuse them with chizuk, carrying the@.z:through to
the following wesk. Those on the bleachers striin to grasp his
every word. A select few elderly chassidim. who have been .
with the rebbe for many years and understand the depth of
his every word, sit directly around the rebbes table.

As the rebbe begins lo speak, he notices, out of the corner
B N S W :

of his.eye, that a young hman has sheepishly slipped through
the door. Ihe rebbe recognibes him as a yourgster who had
completely strayed from the path and has recently turned a
new leaf, beginning his journey back to Yiddishkéit.
},Realz’ziizg that this recent ba'al teshuvah is undoubtedly
uncomfortable in this room filled with devout chassidim,
and understanding the struggles and challenges Fie faced in -
deciding to forgo the lifestyle he had been lebding for a while,
the rebbe stops in middle of his words. 1o the astonishment
of the crowd, he lovingly motions the young man over {0 a
seat directly at his side. and then continues delivering his
divrei Torah. '

While this young man’s efforts and struggles have earned him =
the great honor of sitting directly at the rebbe’s side, the elder !

chassidim sitting further away are able to gain a much deeper ) |
! WITNI X"WIANT DRT YR 250 °D3Y IR 200 TIR pIEeN

grasp of what the rebbe teaches, and they certainly derive far
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