Gracious Gift
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' d . R o ) i TR IR T — He gave Moses. 1hroughout the Torty days
: S . that Moses was on Mount Sinal, God taught him-_the T:'Jrah,
/,/ EXODUS PARASHAS KI SISA LT 31/16 — 32/1 - /buthe constantly forgot. Finally, God presented-tto him a:j
R . { a gift, as if it were his bride (Rashi). If it was lmpossible for

bn the Sabbath day shall be put to death,’

hurnan being, even one as great as-Moses, to absorb God’_s
wisdorn without Divine assistance, why didn't God present it

' "The Children of Israel shall observe the Sabbath, to make the Sabbat}: an eternal covenant . o him Innsediately, without forcing bim to go through forty

for their generations. '7 Between Me and the Children of Israel it is & sign forever that in a six-day

days of frustrating failure? Chiddushel HaRim explains that
the Torah can be understocd only with God's help, but He

DPeriod HasHEM mf-:de heaven imd earth, and on the seventh day He rest:4 and was refreshed.” gives such assistance only to sormeone who tries his utmast
‘Mzen He finished speaking to him on Mount Sinai, He gave Moy the two Tablets of to master it on his own. Thus, Moses eamnéd the Divine gift

Testimony, stone tablets inscribed by the finger of God. -

lThe people saw that Moses had delayed in de‘sr;ending the mountain, and the ipeople

-

i ' i f
by means gf.his effort. The same is true of every s.ﬁ:ldent o
t}):e Torah. It is up to us to try to the limit of our ability; then
we can hope for God's help.
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LooA Terson who Learns Torah Always Has Hope -

order to see how Rav Ben Zion Bilsker, z£”], the Slmarez' Zfon, learned.

ife gaw Ra- Flazar Moshe from Minsk learning, and other Gedolei

:+dor. He onice stood below the window of Rav Ben Zion Bilsker, 2t
(e was learning Baba Kama. He was saying, “Hashem says, shor)

) <henogach es haporoh,” Hashem is saying the Gemara which speaks

out an ox that gored a cow with his horns. This is Tora/i that is

" -2grned directly from Hashem. t is a different sort of Torah. Those

seople who cling to Hashem, they truly learn Torah.

%6

'P\., M
' His Torah. Grant us, from You, 53iwm n ;"2 ©y7. Human lnteiixaence aicne is
not sufficient for an in-depth understanding o " Torzh. It requires a_specza}

“endowment from HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

KISISA THE CALL OF THE TORAH

A

533 — When He finished. Quoting the Talmud, R zsh# cominenss that the
Totrah was given to Moses as a gift, as a bride is ziver. .- Her husband, since he
could not have studied and absorbed all of it in so0 sho:t a time, From this the
Talmud concludes that a man must always study, even if he does not have th.-
necessary talents, intefligence, or memory (Avodah Zarah 19a). For to the one
who strives diligently, despite his lack of ability, Hashem will ultisnately grant
the Torah as a free gift. That is what we observé from the example of Moses.
Hashem wanted to teach him the Torah, with sl its relevant corfanentaries in
forty days. As it happened, not even the mental prowess of a Moses could be
equal to such a challenge. Ultimately, Hashem in His kindness made him a gift
of the Torah with all its contents, 25 one heaps riches on someone who could not
have acquired them by himself.
This example serves as a lesson for all who might fee] that the maHenge of

learning the Torah is beyond their abilities and so they give up the study of Torali_
from the star® They should keep in mind that uliimately they will receive the

Torah as a gift from Hashem, if they will only make the eftort. That i why the
first blessing concerning the Torah in the morning prayers concludes with
A TeY0, Who teaches Torah, and is followed by the b lesstamending with
the words ninT o, Gmer‘ pf the Torah.
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__H_gil?em held the mountain over the heads of Bnei Yisrael orly
affer they decided of their own volition to accept the Torah, with the
wholehearted declaration of “naaseh v'nishma.” After they took

- thé'ﬁé??sfcép, Hashemn rewarded them with a dose of hdavenly assis-
‘ : tance, by “holding the mountain over
‘their heads.” In other words, after

o The Jews were

S intellectually - Bnei Yisrael accepted ‘:]:3_8 T_orah,
led to. ashem revealed to them what He
compelled toaccept  gionissed with Moshe, Flo showed

'_thé ‘_Torah becduse  Bnki Yisrgel how every aspect of
its truth was made. the Torah-is entirely necessary and
"4 crucial for the existence of the world. -
~/Chazal are telling us that the Jews
were intellectually compelled to
a(/:ce'pt the Torah because its truth was made patenfly clear The
other nations did not take the first step by fuifiling even the seven .

patently clear.

mitzvos given to them. Therefore, they did not merit the heavenly
assistance that is granted to those who demonstrate their eagerness
to submit themselves to Hashem's will.
;‘Some people turn their eyes heavenward and wait for Hashem
- to help them with their spiritual struggles. Should this assistance
ngt materialize, they complain, “Why don't You help me like You
helped Yankel and Shmerel?” Chazal “are informing us that to
menit Hashern's assistance, one has to take the first step himse_lf._) 7
Sl{ow Hashem that you believe in Him, show IM—Iim that you trust
Him, show Him that you are interested in growing in your avodas
¥ Hashem and yiras Shamayim. All you have to do is initiate, ang.....
Hqs_hem will respond with a generous dosé of heavenly assistance!
Bl i 1 Dovrmvohee Ki Qe 27-18)
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if he comes to purify himself, says the Rambam, “yimsza AWRD AW MNNa NS [1on1 kY #4193 M man e
atzmo neexar af badavar. He will find himself helped in this PR DR INUR XAD RS PUITP 93 09 30 X911 901 aps

Jnatter.” You will find that at some point you will receive

AP R NIPR 5030 Dnn Oy X100 aron NOR ann IRd-

strength and powers from outside yeurself. and you witl be I BRI K YT

helped. You will find that your learning and your studies will

be expedited, and you will achieve understanding miraculously, Lmnn v ey x‘;} a9 Sw 1wy Kap U“}J YT qmn Ty
\’k beyond anything you thought was within your capabilities. You N'J'l . “ij U‘l?.‘l'? ) 211-“ 1930 ROn KN 0930 TV WY
wiil see through the clouds and the befuddlement that envel- R : 99 ey
ops society from every side. Your newly empowered mind will o
pierce the veils of ignorance and evil, and you will see the world nos mm{ ,01"na "IJ"r Yaph N1 nanm 3w TIRTA R s
in which we live for what it is. You will see its ihsanity, its pet- RIN ,nu'ng o xS W)N MW nInn RIM XD NN n-mm‘l
tiness, its asphyxiating stranglehold. You 'WIH no longer grope SPn KN M wIEn NIHY MRS 00N NTed AmIR v_rrvn R‘l"i;-{
in the shadows. You will no longer fall. You will recognize the _ JMNA NN
truth in its entirety, and you will be free. ey . ' . . -
This, says the Rambam, is the second way in which Hashem th ] W'J‘IJJEJ TWIPN OTR P17 TPI N nuavy R0 27N e
is our Teacher. Not only is Hashem the Teacher of the ]ewwh MY PR IR IR mnna 19 manm 1 1 R N AP
people as a whole by sending us instructions through His proph- 1armn 23p” RS A7 K92 ATNT mYwn ﬂ':'l)JD&
@ ets, He is also our Teacher on ar-individual basis, one : person at '})@ N - I
a time, When you seek wisdom and rightetusness, when your —
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and capability to achieve direct contact with Hashem. You Have
this incredible device in Efour head called the human mind, and
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if you use it' right, Hashem will contact your mind directly —
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yours spemﬁcally, in.your own unique way.
Modern society has so desanctificd the human bemg and
the human mind. They measure our IQs and fit & Js neatly mto
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a box from which they say we cannot escape, They say you can )
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Moadei Hashanah — Exile and Consolation

HaKadosh Baruch Hu cries over three kinds of people ex}i- .
ry day: he who can engage in Torah study but doesii't; he ™)
who can’t engage in Torah study but does; and a community}
leader who lords it over the public.! ‘ __

X It makes sense that Hashem cries over someone who can
engage in Torah study, but doesn’t. Such a person is wasting
time that could be used to acquire something with eternal value,
But why does Hashem cry over someone who car't Eﬁéﬂge in
Torah learning, yet learns anyway? If he is leamgg::v“}gz is this
a cause for.tears? 5

o/ The answer is that we are speaking of a person who finds
Torah Jearning hard and burdensome, but he pushes himself to
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learn nevertheless. He learns Torah out of mesirus pefesh. How-
ever, the true way to learn Torah is out of love for Hashem and
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a desire to know His Word — like 2 son, who doesn’t need “me-
sirus nefesh” im order to do a favor for his father whom he loves.

This, too, is a part of Hashem's crying over th pride that ds
no more. 3

38 R, ShNerngach

<17 MmN _gunnavs g1 avginh o ik nexa ong 5 AP .Yy EPIR? TN
ﬁ":xnn Lo Tmn MR DPND LWRC K71 TR by Tmn e NoN £

i ” = - ’ h
EpMBY AN TP I - a5 gD AR MRUA VDR TS 0T - BWRR

' B IS NPT Y R
saRa foF NT WA RIN JIRW T3 AR7
.Emm:” _-,'I : - . S3beay wRY W TR DWOR

o {G@Q-lmmﬁfjw‘ 39

MIDUN. NDI BMWT XM TYRAY

sthi says that “kechalose” is spelled without a vav so that it can be read as
echalaso (“Iike his bride™). The Torah was delivered to Moshe as a gift, '/ - .\
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as a kallah ig given to a chassan, because otherwise he could not have learned’
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it allin such a short time.
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t is not enough to learn Torah like other forms of wisdom. Torah has tobe.... -
acquired, just like a chassan acquires his kallah. Just like he cleaves to his wife . -

until they become one indivisible unit, so too should a chacham cIe_ave 1o the

Toxah and be consurned by it to the point that it dominates all his thoughts. -
Alternatively, Rashi ddds that just as a bride is adorned with the twen-
ty-four ornaments.listed in Yeshayah (3:18-22), so too must a talmid chacham

be adesned with the twenty-four books of the Tanach. v

".he emphasis here is onan adornment. A talmid chacham should first mas-
ter Torah Shebgl peh, which is the main body and foundation bf the Torah, and

only then adorn himself with the entire Tanach. - O
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184 Consulting the Wise ) °

into how you can approach new ideas in such a way that they willz '

be integrated faster in the future.]

[19] INTERVIEWER: What trait do I need to develop in

order to motivate myself to review the Torah- that I study?
RABBI CHAYIM MORDECHAI KATZ: “The Talmud
(Ksubos 22b) relates that Shmuel repeated a law he heard from
the sage Rav forty times. How did Shmuel have the patience to
review the same idea forty times? One needs the trait of Ahavas
Torah, a profound love for Torah study. When vou experience

the plcasure inherent in Torabh, you will find it easy to review
what you have learned. When you have a deep love for Torah,
nothing will be able to stop you from engaging in Torah study.
The root of success in Torah 1s feehng a love for Torah.
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5. Let the loving couple be very happy, just as You made Your creation
happy in the garden of Eden, s¢ long age. You are blessed, Lord, who makes
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he bridegroom and the bride happy.
You are blessed, Lord our God, the sovereign of the world, who created
Joy and celebration, bridegroom and bride, rejoicing, jubilation, pleasure and -
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delight, love and hrotherhood, peace and friendship. May there soon be
heard, Lord our God, in the cities of Judea and in the streets of Jerusalem,
the sound of joy and the sound of celebration, the voice of a bridegroom and
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the voice of a bride, the happy shouting of bridegrooms from their weddings -
“and of young men from their feasts of song: Yon are blessed, Lord, who
makes the bridegroom and the bride rejoice togethar
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