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" [EXODUS PARASHAS TERUMAH 25./10-16 11. popy1 — Shall you cover. The wooden Ark was to be
L covered within and without with gold. As a practical

élat 1 show you, the form of the Tabémacle and the form of all its vessels; and so shallyoudo.
10 They shall make an Ark of acaciadvood, two and a half cubits its length; a cubit and ahalf
its width; and a cubit and a half its height. ** You shall cover it with puré gold, from within and
from without shall you cover i, %d: you shall make on it a gold crown all around. 12 You shall
cast for it four rings of gold and place them on its four corners, two rings on its one side and two
rings on its second side. You shall make staves of acacia wood and cover them with gold;
14 and insert the staves in the rings on the sides of the Ark, with which to carry the Ark. 1* The
staves shall remain in the rings-of the Ark; they may not be removed from it. 18 You shall place

in the Ark the Tes_timonial-tablets that | shall give you.

2, Slembads

matter, Rashi. explains, that three boxes were made: The
primary one was of acacia wood. A second, larger box of
gold was made, into which the wooden one was placed, and
} athird, smaller golden one was made, which was put inside
" the wooden one. Thus, the main box was covered with gold,
inside and out. . .
yamm nran — From within and from without. This arrange-
ment symbolized the Talmudic dictum that a Torah scholar
must be consistent; his®inner character must match his
public demeanor, his actions must conform to his professed
beliefs (R’ Chananel). Homiletically, Bais Halevi derives from
this inner-outer coating of gold that the community should
feel a responsibility to provide an adequate livelihood to its
teachers of Torah: They should be: prosperous inside their
Swn homes, as well as in their outer service of the public.
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T the Gemara (Yoma 72b) says that thi/sfpassuk teaches us that a talmid cha-
cham whose external wisdom beliés his character (literally: whose inside
is not as his outside) is not a real talmid chachamm. However, this Gemara

{ seems difficuli‘to understand, 33 the Aron itself was made of wood and covered

(_with gold, so that its interior was also not the same as its exterior.
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The Aron in the Mishkan was made of wood, but it was covered

on the inside and outside with gold. Chazal (Yoma 72b) tell us that a
 true talmid chacham must reseghble the Aron; his inside must mir-
ror his outside. Rambam writes {Hilchos Dei’os 2:6), “It is forbidden

4 for one to smooth-talk and cajole. Hé should not say one thing with

' his mouth while intending something else, in his heart; rather, his

¢ inside should be like his outside.™ A talmid chacham must say what
he means and mean what he says.

It is interesting to note the_importance that Chazal attributed to
this quality. The Gemara (Berachos 28b) relates that Rabba “Gamliel
placed a guard at the door of the beis midrash and instructed him
not to let in anyone whose outer conduct did not mirror his inner feel-
ings. Even Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah, who subsequently removed the
guard, did not disagree with Rabban Gamliel's restrictions; rather, he
felt that evervone should be considered innocent until proven guilty.
However, had he known with certainty :
that a_specific person did not meet this The first step in
criterion, he, too, would not have allowed
such a student to enter the beis midrash.

becoming a talmi

chacham is being
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_ The Gemara derives another lesson from the Ark:
- magyn yInm man,, ~ Skripture states:®from within and from
* without you shall cover it with gold..” . x37 7§ — Rava said:
123 1947 Py B30 1 b3 — This verse teaches that any Torah
™ scholar whose inside is not as his outside, i.e: he is insincere,™
©a7 Trbn 1% — is not a true Torah scholar.
The Gemara adds: -
[nK] KW 13 737 RIRY MK (1mK) — Abaye — and others
claim it was Rabbah bar Ulah - said: 2yny x7p3 — He is
, called “loathsome™; ay3y — as it is stated:™ ayna— 0K,
¢ +mi9ye amn nnw-w gy — Surely it is so for the loathsomie
) and tainted one; man, who drinks iniquity like water,"™
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We can deduce from this that the %
first step in becoming a talmid chacham
is_being meticulous with one's speech. \

Rambam_continues, “And even a single M \\—,,_,__.\

word of wheedling or deceit is forbidden — only true speech, accu-

rate spirit, and a pure heart devoid of any treachery and deception.”
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The two things that set humans apart from all other living crea- -

tures are intelligence and the ability to talk. A person must be careful
to use this powerful tool of speech in the proper manner, thereby

manifesting that superiority.

(Alei Shur, «Vol.,IL; p. 36)
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Let me tell you yet another story. The Chazon Ish and his
brother-in-law Rav Shmuel Graineman once went to an early
Minchah, which began 12245, It turned out that there were
exactly 10 people for the m‘t{hyan with them included. -

~Just as they were about to start, Rav Shmuel turned to
the Chazon Ish and said, “l just remembered that | made an
appointment to meet someone at 1 o’clock. What should I
do? If I want to make it in time for the appointment; I must
‘leave now. But if-I leave now, you won’t have a minyan for
Minchah.” - -

¥ “What's the question?” said the Chazon Ish. “Of course,
you have to go right now. A word is a word. You told the man
1 o’clock, and you have to keep your word. Don't worry
about the mmyan
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here is a Midrash that equates a talmid chacham, a Torah
scholar, with Shabbos. A talmid chacham is corisidered to be
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a paradigm of Shabbos. In what way are the two connected? Tt is -

precisely in this aspect of Shabbos, its menuchah, its harmonious
interrelatedness of the entire cosmos, that we find the essential
nature of a talmid chacham.

" What do you think makes someone a talmid chacham? Vast
knowledge of the Talmud and all the other ancient texts? Does
%that alone make someonc a talrmd chacham? No, it does not. That
makes an encyclopedia, an,_ alianac, a computer. But it doesn’t
makea talmid chacham. >
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that was absolute. He remembered eﬁ?crythmm
kinds of not forgetting. Rav Zalman did not forget anything in
the full range and depth of his learning, not the most intricate
insight, not the most delicate nuance. ‘He was a marvel, and the
Gaon held him in high regard. Rav Zalman was also a genius in
kedushah, in holiness. He was a great and holy tzaddik.

Onc day, his was sitting in the beis midrash completely

absorbed in a difficult piece of Gemara when a stranger
Z’approachcd him with a question. The stranger, being a

Lithug'nian, could not enunciate his sibilants well, and this
brought a gentle smile to Rav Zalman’s face and some good-
natured witticisms to his lips.

A talmid chacham is a singular species of humanity. A talmid 3 As soon as the stranger walked away, it occurred to Rav'Zalman

_ Chacham is someone who is attuned to the metaphysical sym-
metry of the cosmos. He knows the patlsways and the bound--
aries. He understands that if he should violate the boundaries,

if he should hurt or cause damage to another person, he would

upset the balance of the entire cosmos. If you look at the laws
in Shulchan Aruch that govern the bchavmr of a talmid
chacham you will begin to discern the.contours and the land-

scape of his life. The talmid chacham, through his broad and k\s

intensive Torah study, has encountered the mctaohvslcal wmm
that epcompasses all of existence. He lives with a strong com-
mitment to respect those boundaries. In that sense, he is like

Shabbos, the day that symbolizes and cncapsulates the unified(!

field of the universe,
A brief story comes to mind. The Vilna Gaon had a- talmid
named Rav Zalman Volozhiner, the brother of Rav Chaim

Volozhiner. Rav Zalman had a phenomenal mind and a memory

l

that he might have hurt the man’s feelings ever so yslightly He

quickly jumped up and ran after the man, , wanting to_apologize

. and ask forgiveness, but the man had left the beis midrash. Ra

Zalman looked in-the vestibule, in the hallways, bt he wasn”

there. He ran into the street and looked in all directions. Nothing
The man seemed to have vanished into thin air.

Rav Zalman, however, knew that with his casual, good-natured
witticism at the stranger’s expense he might have upset the balance
of the unified cosmos. Because of his profound insight into the
Almighty’s sacred universe, this infraction was to him like an
carthquake, a volcang, and he.was desperate to correct it. He was
not driven by fear that there would be a mark agamst him io his
personal record. Rather, he wanted to reestablish the balance and
unity that-he 'rhad unwittingly disturbed.
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f the Ark symbolized the Torah scholar, what was the signif-
icance of the gold covering within and without? The Talmud
tells us (Yoma 72b), “Any Torah scholar who is not tocho
kebaro, identical inside and out, is no Torah scholar.” Just as
‘the Ark was gilded within and without, so mugd the Torah
scholar be a person of genuine character and integrity.
Elsewhere (Berachos 27b),
famous story about Rabban Gamaliel’s dispute with Rabbi
Yehoshua. While Rabbi Gamaliel was head of the yeshivah he
had followed an exclusive admission pohcy, acceptmg only
those students who were tocham kebaram, who were identi-

cal inside and out. As a result of his dispute with Rabbi -

Yehoshua, he was r reméved from office, and Rabbi Elazar ben
Azarlah took his p]ace Rabbi Elazar changed the admission
.. policy. He opened the doors to all comers, and‘several hun-
xdre:d new chairs were added. When Rabban Gamaliel heard
about this, he was crestfallen, fearing that he had unfairly
withheld Torah from the Jewish people.
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‘The Chiddushei Harim wonders why Rabban Gamaliel

prospectlvedetudents wanted to join the yeshivah. He had
seen their appllcatlons He had tested them, interviewed |
‘them and rejected them And for good reason. He was look- |

ing for students who Wwere tocham kebaram, genuine rather

than superficial people, the real thing. He could have invited
them all in, but he had chosen not to do'so. Why should he
sqddenly have _regrets when Rabbi Elazar ben_Azariah let
them in? C

The Chiddushei Harim explains that he did not have
those regrets immediately. But after a while, he noticed an

amazing thmg All those students who had appeared super-.

ficial when he first met them were changing. The Torah they -

were learning was transformmg them, penetrating into their

heQrts and minds and making them the real thing, the gen- ,

uipe article, true Torah scholars, gilded within and without.

7Tl'Ls w»a‘sr_the cause of his regrets He had not given these(:

young men the opportunity to ‘be exposed to Torah. He had
Lseen them as they were and rejected them, when he st shoul
have realized that Torah study itself would chanqe theminto
the genuine Torah scholars they could have become from the
beginning.
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Somcone who knows that people consider him to be a talmid chacham is AN ')‘;Jfﬁl k)
L

79110 1w T A
. L A

" obligated to sanctify the Divine Name by behaving in the way dcscril)éc_]__hy
the Rambam (Hilchos Deibs, beginning of chap! 5). All his private and public . .
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aclions as well as his speechshould conform lo the elevated status expected of . s
him. People expect him to behave in a superior mannet, which is symbolized '["3 Vit X2 my T_"n w7 1wl nwp DT I oW IR T

. by-the external gold covering, and dlso to be rgplete with yiras ShamdP¥m and  MBXY_ KT WP Thh K M K7 T PNRW N8I AT KT e
middos toyos, as symbolized by the internal gold covering. : 33w TN M 7K LA Sw PR 10T 101131 3 Sw IR N T
. . . - g N I N n e X\
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. nothing more than wood, since his deeds, speech, and thoughts 818 <571 v S inmemea 3 T yinanw 3 N33 N KD 1Yy X

need of much improvement in light of his true potential for greatness. Such

Han TRYN Ay AN Tmb? wBK PRI 37K

_ a person is indeed following the path of a true talmid chacham: although his -
( internal dialogue with the Creator is “wooden,” and reflects a genuine anavah,) NTINNA DO TRYN MKAAY Y PRT R wmby Ny i wa(

his external behavior, which is witnessed by onlookers, is appropriately &ilﬂed._\}_ x5 AR TR0 T L3 MR 07nn Y YNy

31T ANTTRRY

His inside is like his outside in the sense that bothrof them conform to thgm_t_h WTT"P 1M .(K,‘(’P naw) Lnn-,n S TR ‘7}7 :3% Ryniw n'n ‘73 ‘711'“—“( n:n‘;
th a;agem’i“f talmid th‘mhalm isbsup posed to fcﬁlow' " e PR MITAWM ATYXD 181 ATION AwNAYa YT OO YN DREW owr
n any casé, we see from the above emara that even if someone knows the §\j’"mx ~am_pr bhmn 12 Yaw Ty Y MY K DI N [

entire Torah and is a big lamdan, il he has not refined his characler agex ected’ - .
o - YR phnom Yuy TR EmY KT NWOR IMTANGAY J1Rsn ONvs

ofa talmid chacham and his conduct is no different from that of an am haaretz, | U
- ) . .
that means that he has not learned Hashem’s Torah, but has only:studied i gy nnx oo Mo o907 PR K 1D ,11;3 W DT NUNMRID prnn

like a student without the Torah:elevating him. He has not earned the Litle of

MR oMo onmnd 9 Twy Nt 993w Lxawr YT TR N e

Ramiiah

atalmid chachum. -~ 4
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H‘i - CHECKING OUT BOYS
'FOR SHIDDUCHIM

n addition to gold, the Torah is also compared to glass, as the passuk says,
“Gold and glass cannot equal it” (Iyov 28:17). A _ben Torah is transparent
like glass in the sense that his external behavior reflects his inner state, and by
examining his conduct, an onlooker can tell whether he is a genuine ben Torah
(see also Rabbeigu‘ﬁachaye on Shemos 25:11).
Spmeone‘*tbld Rav Sternbuch that he asked the Chazon Ish about a bachur
who had beén suggestedsfor his daughter. Although he bad heard that he was
a talmid chacham and a lamdan, he didrnot know whether be wasa yerei-Sha- -
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mayim, and won@e_;red how he could check this out. The Chazon Ish replied wpn 1912 WRW AYW3 A TR mﬁp'?‘.
that it was indeed no simple matter fo find this out, but the best he could do . T Lambw

= e - . -
' was t0.g0 to the bachur’s yeshivah and watch how he davened, beeause one can IR
usually receive an impression of thelgvel a pérson is on from the way he prays.
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RlDAYi As with any of our character traits, pride also has

its positive dimension when controlled and ap-

propriately harnessed within orde’s personality. A person with low
/ self-esteem and a lack of confidence will — most probably — not ac-
complish all that he is capable of achieving, since he does not believe
in himself and essentially gives up before he even begins. The positive
side of pride — when it is harnessed for avodas Hashem — becomes a'
strong force for accomplishment and the fulfillment of one’s poten-
tial. There is a certain pride that every Jew must feel in knowing that
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