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1. A man of the house of Levi went and married a daughter of Levi.
2. The woman conceived and bore a son, and [when] she saw him that he was good, she hid
him for three months.
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Part I. Basic Meaning of the Text (vwp)
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Part II. Digging Deeper (w17m)
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9 Rabbi Dr. Joseph Soloveitchik

Redeemed (pg. 115)
“Whlfg intellectual involvement is important, in times of crisis and distress the experiential
commitment is indispensable. Were it not for the mother, the Jews would not have been
able to defy and survive so many crises which threatened to annihilate our people... The
greatness of the man expresses itself in everyday action, when situations lend themselves
to logical analysis and discursive thinking. The greatness of the woman manifests itself at
the hour of crisis, when the situation does not lend itself to piecemeal understanding but
requires instead instantaneous action that flows from the very depths of a sensitive
personality. ‘God gave woman binah yeserah, an additional measure of understanding over
men.”

“Those who have a ‘why’ to live, can bear with almost any ‘how’.” Viktor E. Frankl
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Part III. Digging Deeper (v11n)
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Part IV. Basic Meaning of the Text (vwp)
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18 Rabbi Dr. Joseph Soloveitchik

Family Redeemed (pg. 114-5)

There is a distinction between mother’s and father’s mission within the covenantal community, since
they represent two different personalistic approaches. Father’s teaching is basically of an intellectual
nature. Judaism is to a great extent an intellectual discipline, a method, a system of thought, a
hierarchy of values... However, Judaism is not only an intellectual tradition but an experiential one as
well. The Jew not only observed but experienced the Shabbas, the Jew experienced Rosh Hashana and
Yom Kippur. He did not only recite prayers on those days. The seder was... a great experiential event.
There is beauty, grandeur, warmth, and tenderness to Judaism. All these qualities cannot be described
in cognitive terms. One may behold them, feel them, sense them. It is impossible to provide one with a
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formal training in the experiential realm. Experiences are communicated not through the word but
through steady contact, through association, through osmosis, through a tear or a smile, through
dreamy eyes and soft melody, through the silence at twilight and the recital of Shema. All this is to be
found in the maternal domain. The mother creates the mood; she is the artist who is responsible for
the magnificence, solemnity and beauty. She somehow communicates to him the heartbeat of
Judaism, while playing, singing, laughing and crying.
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