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LEVELING THE PRAYING FIELD:

WORSHIPPING GOD WHILE SERVING MAN
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#15 Rav Herschel Schachter (www.torahweb.org) - Another common mistake people make is
regarding davening with a minyan. The Talmud emphasizes the importance of tefillah
btzibur; and one who davens with a minyan stands a much better chance of having
his prayers answered than one who lacks a minyan. However, it is highly improper for
the chazzan of a minyan on an airplane to shout at the top of his lungs to enable the
other mispalelim to hear him over the airplane noise, and thereby wake up all the
passengers around him. It is true that there is a halachic principle of kofin al hamitzvos, i.e.
that beis din has an obligation to force people to observe the mitzvos even when they're not
interested in doing so, but this only applies when pressuring an individual will result in his
becoming observant. However, when Orthodox Jews disturb non-observant Jewish
passengers with their davening, the non-observant passengers sill remain non-observant
and now just have another point about which to be upset with the Orthodox. The practice
of the Orthodox passengers under such circumstances appears simply as an act of
harassment. Rather than having accomplished the hidur mitzvah of davening tefillah btzibur,
they have violated lifnei iver by causing the non-observant passengers to become more
antagonistic towards shemiras hamitzvos. The shouting tone of voice employed by
the shaliach tzibbur to overcome the noise on the airplane clearly does not constitute
a kavod hatefillah.
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“During a flight Rabbi Ovadia Yosef customarily prays individually and not together with a
group so as not to disturb others, for fear of robbing another person's sleep.” (Halachic
Guide for the Passenger, Rabbi Rafael Avraham Suaya, Chapter 9, Para. 1, p. 76)
"One who prays on a plane during a flight should recite the Shemoneh Esrei while seated in
his place and not while standing in the aisles, where he will disturb others trying to pass. In
any case, the Rav was not supportive of conducting minyanim during a flight, because it
disturbs the rest of the passengers around them." (Halichos Shlomo. p. 95)
“A person praying on his own during a flight: if there is a chance that this will bother others,
it is preferable to sit” (Rabbi Moshe Feinstein ob"m. Igros Moshe Orach Chaim, 4, 20.)
Guidance from Rabbi Yitzchak Silberstein, rav of Ramat Elchanan, Bnei Brak: “A. When the
captain of the flight decides that passengers must sit and fasten their seatbelts because of a
risk of danger, one must obey and sit down, even if he is in the middle of Shemoneh Esrei.
B. If one refuses to obey these instruction, it seems that he does not fulfill the
obligation of tefillah because it is considered a mitzvah haba b'aveirah (a mitzvah performed
through a sin), about which Chazal teach that one does not fulfill his obligations. He also
brings about derision of the Torah by others and effects a chillul Hashem.”


http://www.torahweb.org/
http://www.torahweb.org/torah/special/2010/rsch_airplanes.html
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