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The prohibition of injuring people including one’s own self
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What if the injured gave permission to be injured — is it still prohibited?
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5) Merchant of Venice (Shakespeare Play) Summary of plot from Sparknotes
In Venice, Antonio and Bassanio approach Shylock, a Jewish moneylender, for a loan.

Shylock nurses a long-standing grudge against Antonio, who has made a habit of berating
Shylock and other Jews for their usury, the practice of loaning money at exorbitant rates of
interest, and who undermines their business by offering interest-free loans. Although
Antonio refuses to apologize for his behavior, Shylock acts agreeably and offers to lend
Bassanio three thousand ducats with no interest. Shylock adds, however, that should the
loan go unpaid, Shylock will be entitled to a pound of Antonio’s own flesh. Despite
Bassanio’s warnings, Antonio agrees.

Injuring in a non-combative way:
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Wounding one’s self for a cosmetic improvement
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Is the danger of surgery enough to prohibit plastic surgery?
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Crossdressing
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Playing the role of Hashem in determining the look of a person:
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18) Yu Medical ethics symposium: Playing the Creator with CRISPR

Speaker: Rabbi Dr. J. David Bleich Dr. Edward Burns Dr. Neville Sanjana

The second session, “Playing the Creator with CRISPR,” featured Dr. Neville Sanjana,
assistant professor of biology at New York University and a core faculty member and
assistant investigator of the New York Genome Center, and Rabbi Dr. J. David Bleich,
professor of Talmud and RIETS rosh yeshiva. Dr. Edward Burns, executive dean of the

Y U-affiliated Albert Einstein College of Medicine, moderated their discussion.

As Sanjana explained, CRISPR is an acronym for “clustered regularly interspaced short
palindromic repeats,” a process only recently discovered in bacteria in which a bacterium,
attacked by a virus, snips out and saves part of the virus” DNA so that it can activate its
immune response if the virus attacks again. The cutting action of CRISPR, he explained,
can be programmed to target specific locations on any genome and either add in or cut out
genes as needed. In some cases, a malfunctioning gene might be replaced with a healthy
copy, such as for something like Tay-Sachs, a genetic disorder that progressively destroys
nerve cells and affects the Jewish community. The ethical question around CRISPR,
according to Bleich, is not if man has the right to play God and intervene in the natural
order. “In fact, man not only has the right to ‘play God’ but has the divine mandate to do so
in order to complete the work that God began. The question is about the limitations.
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