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PARASHAS NOACH .

’These are the offspring of Noah — Noah was a righteous man, perfect in his generations;
Noah walked with God. — 1° Noah had begotten three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

! Now the earth had become corrupt before God; and the earth had becomefilled with robbery.

12 And God saw the earth and behold it was corrupted, for all flesh had corrupted its way upon

the earth. : —

w
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ashi says that Noach needed Hashem’s support to

maintain his righteousness, in contrast to Avraham
Avinu who was strong enough to walk before Me, on his own,
before Hashem (see 17:T). Noach needed help because of the
exceedingly wicked generation he lived in, which broke down all
the barriers of immorality, larceny, and idolatry (see Sanhedrin
57a).

Avraham, who was born nearly four centuries after the Mabul,
was 58 when Noach died in the year 2006 from Creation. He was
much stronger than Noach in the sense that he was able to resist _
and fight the wicked atmosphere of idolatry around him. He fear-
lessly broke the idols of his father, defied the mighty Nimrod, and
traveled far and wide to proclaim the Name of Hashem and His
existence. While Awahgm_ was able to change the atmosphere _
argund him, Noach was not; he required Divine assistance to with-
stand the powerful forces of wickedness around him.
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the primary subject of the chapter is not his family, but his
life story as it relates to the flood and its aftermath.
Y3 — In his generations. There are: different interpreta-
tions of the phrase in his-generations : Some Sages maintain
that it is in his praise: Noah was righteous even in his corrupt
generation; how much more righteous would he have been
had he lived in a truly righteous generation — if he had had
the companionship and inspiration-of Abraham! According
to others, however, it is critical of him — only in his genera-
tions, by comparison with his extremely wicked contempo-
raries, did Noah stand out as a righteous.man; but had he
lived in the time of Abraham he would have beeninsig-
nificant (Rashi). Accordingly, the righteous. of each gen-
eration must be judged in terms of their own time (Sefer
HaParshiyos).

It is true that Noah was not nearly as great as Abraham, but
it is fair to say that he would have been far greater had he not
been surrounded by corrupt and immoral people.

mf{‘:g_s:r'mf — With God. He feared only God, and was not
enticed by astrology, and surelynot by idolatry. He walked in
the path Ciod showed him, for he was a prophet (Ramban). .
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desirable to do more than one thing at once, especially with regard to

mitzvos. The full value of a mitzvah is attained when it feceives one

Xhundred percent of a person’s focus and ind attention. A mitzvah is ngt just

a task to be performed, it is a moment to be exgerzenced, and as soon as
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18 Shem MiShmuel

So No’ach was simply more perfect than Avraham in one limited

- sense. But perhaps there is a much deeper way of explaining the char-

acters of Avraham and No’ach, which will enable us to undu»tdnd
this particular difference.

Shabbos and the Yamim Tovim

Let us consider this enigmatic statement from the Zohar HaKadosh:

No’ach is Shabbos.!

(Tikkunei Zohar, Tikkyn 21:54b)

Tradition tells us that the shalosh regalim cotrespond to the three
Avg_s_zw and that Rosh Chodesh corresponds to David HaMelech.? It is
. well known from Chassidic literature that Shabbos is the primary, driv-
ing force behind all of these festive occasions and that they receive
their kedushah from that of Shabbos. This implies that No’ach, who cor-
responded to Shabbos, was greater than each of the Avos and David
HaMelech, just as Shabbos is greater than Rosh Chodesh and the sha-
losirfgulim. This is obviously untrue, as the Midrash tells us ‘that ..
No'ach was only considered righteous in his generation. Com}ﬁred to
Avraham, he would have been insignificant. We clearly need another
way of understanding the relative status of No’ach and the Avos,
'l‘._ll_ggisgﬁrlgyishingj(eature of Shabbos is that it is permanent and
unchangeable.? It falls out every seventh day and has done so since

Creation, without any human intervention. Our iob is to zealously

guard the kedushah which it brings and to avoid profaning it by doing
prohibited melachah. Yom tn?,’ however, is quite different. In théiiyc-ieal
Jewish society, the beis din must proclaim the advent of the new moon.
Only then can we know when Rosh Chodesh falls and hence when yom
tov will be. Y€~1§Egl ‘themselves draw down th_E_kg_ly_s_lLaMILthgday
which they proclaim as yom tov. This lends a quite different character
to yom tov, one in which the hand of man is more evident than on
Shabbos.

a3

No’ach and the Avos
A '

In the sgme vein, we can understand the difference between No’ach
and the Avos. No'ach-was holy from his carliest life. As we mentioned,
he was born circumcised, implying a high level of intrinsic spiritual-
ity. However, that is where his spirituality rested — with himself. He
spent his life guarding himself from the evil influences of his Sut-
roundjngs and preserving his own kedushah. We can actually see this
in the,way the Torah describes him: P o

e

No’ach was a perfect tzaddik in his generation:

(Bereishis 6:9)
("J No’ach was a tzaddik; it was built-in, and nothing he did changed
or developed that in any way. Avraham, in contradistinction, was a to-
tally self-made man. His origins were idolatrous; indeed his fatger,
Terach, was an idol-seller!’ Everything about Avraham'’s origins was
sordid. Not only was his father an important idolater, but according to
the Arizal, Avrtaham was conceived when his mother was a niddah.
Through Avraham’s own efforts and tenacity, he achieved tremen-
dous greatness and was able to draw down kedushah from God to him-

self and his family. This is illustrated by the following midrash:

Happy is the man whom You choose and cause to approach You (Tehillim
65:5) — happy is the man whom God chose even though he did not
draw near. And happy is the man who drew near even though he was
not chosen. Who is this? It i$ Avraham...but he wasn’t drawn near;
rather, he drew himself near.

24

This concept was embodied by Avraham and all of his descendants
— relentlessly-pursuing self-development, thus drawing down ke-
dushali to oneself. THis, of course, is a similar concept to that expressed
by yom tov. The beis din determines the date of yom tov and, through

" “their own efforts, introduce the kedushah of yom tov to the world.

In comparison, we see that the Zohar HaKadosh refers to No’ach
as a Shabbos-like person. This is not, as we originally thought, because
he wasin some way holier than the Avos, who relate to the shalosh re-
galim. Ipstead, the kedushah of No’ach was qualitatively different from
that of the Avos, but by no means any better. No’ach’s life was not .
based on self-development through his own actions; rather, it was one
predicated on living off the kedushah with which he was born. This is

* very Shﬁbbos—like: just as the kedushah of Shabbos occurs automati;

cally, with no human intervention, so too; No’ach’s kedushah was just
there, with no help or encouragement from wi)t=hin.
* ""We can now appreciate God's command to Avraham:

God appeared to Aviam and said to him, “I am Keil Shakkai. Walk before
d b ect.” )

Me andbe P"”’f (Bereishis 17:1)

This was a commandment — “be perfect.” Aviaham was enjoined

to make himself perfect, in contradistinction to No’ach, who simply

" was perfect and no more than that. In some sense, No’ach was a spiri-

tual cripple; he had nothing of his.own on which te rely.“A\vrah_am,.ifl
contrast, was a self-made man. It is therefore clear why No’ach is criti-
cized in the midrash we quoted above. Had No’ach lived in the genera-

tion of Avraham he would indeed have been insignificant.

-~

Té Seven Tzaddikim

Our explanation thus far wjll help us resolve another slight difficulty.
The Midrash tells us:

The Shechinah is intended to manifest itself in this world. While
seven people or generations caused it to retract into the seven heav-
ens, seven tzaddikim facilitated its return. They are Avraham,

Yitzchak, Yaakov, Levi, Kehas, Amram, and Moshe Rabbeinu.
- (Bereishis Rabbah 19:8)

Where is No’ach in this list? After all, he is described by the Torah
as a tzaddik. But it should be apparent that if No’ach was unable to de-
velop himself spiritually, it is improbable that he was capable of assist-
ing in the general increase in the kedushahwefthe world that the return
of the Shechinah implies.

No’ach was indeed a man of Shabbos-like qualities — a man of
built-in kedushah but of limited ability. This contrasts markedly with
the qualities of the Avos, who were able to develop themselves and
reach out to the world around them.
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The mystics explain that seeing is much hlgher than
hearing; the next world is a world which is seen, in this world
one must hear. The depth of this idea is that thisis a world of
process, of movement towards. In fact the name XN aretz, the 1and
or {] r the world, is based on {1 to run or move, whereas the name
nyY, shamayim, Heaven, is based on the word oy, meanmg
”there The higher dimension is all *“there”, no “going
towards” is possible there (relatively speaking) because thatis
the tachlis, that is having arrived! This world is all movement
towards, the next is all goal; this world moves  through time
sxg_ge itis allprocess, the next world is beyond _t1me because all

is one there.
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R ashi notes that concerning Avraham Avinu, the Torah writes, “Walk before

Me and be perfect” (Bereishis 17:1). He explains that Noach “walked with

Gd,” needing the Almighty’s support to maintain his spiritual status quo,

while Avraham wélked alone, resolute, and with fogtitpde in his commitment to

Hashem. The Midrash Tanchuma explains that Hashem protected Noach, not

allowing him to falter and fall into the spiritual abyss created by the wicked of his

generation, This is compared to a king who sends his son, the crown prince, on a

mission: Along the way, he must traverse an area inundated with quicksand. The king

e provides support for his son, protecting him from falling into the quicksand.
Avralfim, on the other hand, walked alone, without the.need for support.

. Horav Moshe Shmuel Shapiro, zI, observes that the Midrash distinguishes
between the prince who is on a mission for his father, the king, and the individual
_who, like Avraham, is on his own performing the will of the king. One who is sent on

= a mission will'invariably cancel the mission when he encounters a challenge. This isS
not part of the deal. One who is on his own, who acts on behalf of the king, because
he seeks to perform his will, is not overcome by challenge. He proceeds forward,
treading slowly and carefully, never faltering from his self-proclaimed goal. Noach
considered himself as nothing more than Hashem’s emissary. When the going
became rough, when he was confronted with the spiritual pitfalls of living in a
generation of degenerates and thieves, he could not handle the challenge. He needed

Hashem’s support.

Avraham did not view himself as an ag‘ént. He was on his own, taking his
own initiative, going forward and acting in the manner which he believed was
necessary. Nothing was going to prevent him from achieving his goal. Nothing was
going to stand in his way.

Rashi writes that Avraham was different in that “he was mischazeik,”
strengthened himself. This teaches, explains the Rosh Yeshivah, that although
Avraham did not need Hashem to support him, he did require chizuk, strengthening, It
is just that he did it on his own. He did not sit back waiting for Hashem; he took the
initiative. Even the great Patriarch could not have achieved spiritual endurance 13 7

é{without calling upon his own reserves. The Avos, Patriarchs, were constantly
strengthening themselves.
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The answer is that on a basic yet profound level zikui harabbim is

for everyone. The moment that you live a Torah life you are inexora-

bly - intertwined with the Elal. There are countless acts that we do e each
day that affect our surroundings positively. Often we are not even
aware of what we have done. Small acts of kindness can have enor-

mgus impact on the people we have touched, even a passing compli-

raent or a smile.
ot $
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21] Whoever makes a
multitude meritorious, no
sin shall come through
him; but whoever brings
a multitude to sin will not
be given the means to
achieve repentance. Moses
attained virtue and
brought the multitude to
virtue; so the merit of the
multitude is referred to
him, as it is stated: “he -
effected the righteousness
of the Lord, and His or-
dinances with Israel.””*®
Jeroboam the son of Ne-
bat sinned and brought a

Israel sin.”**®
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multitude to s1f: so the iniquity of the multitude is referred to him,
as it is stated: “for the sins of Jeroboam which he sinned and made

R bin

The first splntual law i our mishnah is that if someone leads others
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merit, he earns Providence’s special concern. Circumstances will be so or-
dered, both within and about him, that he will never unwittingly lead others

astray by a heedless word or action. No sin will come to others by his hand.
Why should this be his particular reward? Our Sages give a beautiful

reason: “Whoever leads many to merit, no transgression will ever be set in
motion_through ‘him—so that his disciples should not become heir to the
world-to-come and he descend to the netherworld; Tor 1t 15 stated: "Thou wilt
not abandon my spirit to the netherworld, nor et Thy pious one see the pit
of destruction.” 7 Having led others to virtue, it is only just that at their hedd
he lead them to their reward in the Hereafter; hence nothing will occur that

~can send hun to the “other place” when eternal reward is granted. And the
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an mdiv1dual craftsman ever fted

R..Bahya points out, were a man to SeIve th

constantly as a ministering angel, he_would not attain_the same degree of
Since t

ny. earn their
to him, their entlre merit - attaches to him. He Py l oug

merit as someone who brings many to virtu
heavenly reward only thanks

ter and faster than
ur mishnah gives us a technique

for the “mass production” of personal merit in our heavenly account. As
¢ Almighty as exaltedly and
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_earns his reward at a “wholesalc” rate; it is mass—producea
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And the principle holds for every teacher, instructor, and gulde to the
Torah, down to our day. He will receive reward for all those in generations
yet unborn who will learn to know our Torah thanks to him. This is certainly
the spiritual equivalent of clipping coupons ad infinitum on_a stock whose
value will never decline. And it applies to every mother and father who send
a child to a day-school of Torah, and to everyone who helps keep such a
school going. They too join the ranks of our spiritual immortals.

Commentmg on the words Ve'ahavta eis Hashem Elokecha, Sifri
states, ”Ahavezhu al habriyos — make Hashem beloved by others.”
If it seems that my earlier comparison of love of Hashem to love
of our children or spouses was irreverent, listen to the way the
@bam explains this Sifri: “Just as one who loves a person 1 will
* want others to be as enamored with him or her, so too, one who

 truly loves Hashem will want others o love Him as well.”
)*‘Who is the prime example of a person who loved Hashem so
much that he spent his life sharing his love of Hashem with oth-
ers? The Rambam concludes that we should follow the teaching
of.the Sfrz/and make Hashem beloved by others, “Like Avraham,
our forefather — as the Torah states, And the souls that they made
in_Charan.” [These souls were the people who were taught by
Avraham and Sarah to recognize Hashem, serve Him, and love

Him.] :
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