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https://www.sefaria.org/II_Kings.14.25
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.113.4
https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.6.3
https://www.sefaria.org/Jonah.1.4
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When | was a young man, | wanted to change the world.
| found it was difficult to change the world, so | tried to change my nation.
When | found I couldn’t change the nation, | began to focus on my town.
| couldn’t change the town and as an older man, | tried to change my family.
Now, as an old man, | realize the only thing | can change is myself,
and suddenly | realize that if long ago | had changed myself,
| could have made an impact on my family.
My family and | could have made an impact on our town.
Their impact could have changed the nation and
I could indeed have changed the world.2
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2 Author Unknown

3 Jona 2:9 - Guarding utter futilities, they forsake their kindness.

Rashi:

72 ;1% NNATR NN 21P2 KON 12 21X IR DIAN 1211V \NRN DN2WL1 DTPN Y0W ,n"2pn NIX Ay DTon
171MaNN DM2YY D2VN NP DTDN 1ATYY DNONN 1992 1WWAT ITYHX 1T 9191 NI DAN

Mrs. Michal Horowitz 30f4


https://www.sefaria.org/Jonah.2.9
https://www.sefaria.org/Jonah.1.16
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Rav Soloveitchik zt’l, “N0 NNV 2 NIY NNW) 05N - When a man sins, he
becomes impure. How can he then have the impudence to return to the RS"’0O?
The answer is that when he sins, only his exterior sins. His hidden self, his soul,
his true personality never sins, it remains pure. Teshuvah is possible because as
far as a Jew may stray, only his external self is affected. In the recesses of the
soul, there is a spark that can be salvaged, that remains unaffected and can
return home. Teshuva is always possible, since a Jew can never be totally lost.
A Jew may think himself unredeemable, yet in reality his inner self remains pure
and untouched.

“The sinner represents only a pseudo-personality, his external self only. Man’s
one true aspiration, superseding all others, is to draw near to the Almighty.
Mountains of ash (i.e.: sin) may have hidden his soul and concealed the burning
ember, but it nonetheless continues to burn. All a sinner must do is shake
himself out of this state, wake up and identify with his real self.”

4 Machzor Masores HaRav, YK, p.247
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