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without knowledge.
WE HAVE SINNED THROUGH IGNORANCE.
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We have failed to think carefully or learn enough. Failure to study the Torah leads in-
évitably to sin, and lack of insight or in ormation causes people to misjudge situations.

.-)Self “imposed ignorance is no excuse.
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7. The Shape of the World
‘The Gemara® states that the world was created using the letter hei
(7). It then proceeds to discuss the reason for this:

Why was this world created with the letter hei? .
Because it is like a three-walled porticb', whoever wishesto leave
may do so.

And why is there a gap between the leg of the hei and the roof2

So that if a man repents he can come back in.

Why can he not come back in through the way he left?

That would not-work.

What is stopping a person from returning through the way he left?

The Hebrew word for “letter” is os (mx). This is also the word for
“a sign.” This is because every Hebrew letter is also a sign; it signifies
an element of creation. As we know, not all elements of creation are
positive. Some are negative, and certain letters represent thern. The
Vilna Gaon, quoting the Zohar, explains that the letter kuf (p) is a letter

leg of the kuf? The Vilna Gaon has told us earlier: it is the leg of the
pig! :

Now we can understand his meaning. The extended leg of the pig
represents total emphasis on physical appearances. As we have seen,
this is what turns a hei into a kuf.

e -

which represents negative forces. And now, the Gaon says something
staggering. The reason why the Gemara says one cannot return the way

one left is because once one has left the letter p, it is no longer a 1. The
leg of the n has extended and it has become a p, and the leg of the p is
blocking his entrance back! A

How does a1 become a p?

8. Reading the Signs

The Maharal™ explains the meaning of-creating the world with a .

}A’The letter i can be seen as being made up of two letters, a dalet (7) and
"a yud (). The letter 7 represents physicality; it has the basic physical
- extensions of length and breadth. The body of the world is physical. The.

letter * represents spirituality. It is the smallest of the letters, essen-

tially a dot without physical extension, and it is the oy letter which

does not rest on the surface, but floats above it.?2 This letter is com-
bined with the 7 in order to form the letter n, for this is the formula for
successfully navigating the physical world, by injecting it with spiritual

ideas, thoughts, words and deeds.

ABut what would happen if a person’s sole focus and intent in spiri-

Ual matters was to ensure that he looked spiritual, but did not care at

,all whether he really was? From a certain point of view, such a person’s

spirituality would then become another form of physicality. In this case,

the letter » would become a vav (1). Vav is#nother letter which represents \-

physicality (for example, the six days of the working week, mirroring

the six days of physical creation).?> A n whose leg has turned from a " to

ay, is in fact no longer a n, but rather it is now a p!
In short, a p is a n which has been reduced to appearances. Indeed, the

word kuf (1p) in Hebrew means a monkey, and represents the capacity to
perform or mimic a physical act in a way which has no content oxmeaning.

Now we understand why one who has left the n cannot return the
way he came. The Gaon explained the letter is now a p and the leg blocks

him. The way it does so is very simple. This person has no notion that
/he has left the bottom of the 11 at all, i.e., that he no longer has any

sp_ifituality () in his life. As far as he is concerned his spirituality is

stronger than everl He does not realize that he has drifted out, as what

'he projects as a hei has actually become a kuf. There is nothing more

‘guaranteed to prevent a person returning to somewhere than a lack of

awareness that he has ever left.

What is preventing his return? The leg of the kuf. And what is the

~This has never been truer than in our times, when more and more
emphasis is being placed on how things look, and not how they real-
ly are. If my webpage, etc. looks good-and presents me in a good way,
then I am good, and there isn’t really anything more that needs to be
done. The Mishnah? forecasts that in the time referred to as ikvesa

d’Meshicha (the footsteps of the Mashiach), “truth will disappear.”
We are witness to this phenomenon, as the reality of how things

really are is consistently made to take second place to how things
are presented. ‘

Unforfunately, under these cbnditions, not only does truth disap-

pear, but so do we.
one, twisted perception, is. even worse. In this
instance, we see something looming, but misinterpret
it entirely. Good becomes Bad and bad becomes

good. He perceives a man as a post and a post as
a man. What happens then?

Ascending the Path - R\ Yako¥ \—W{;,Q -

ziqd through this, they reinforce and maintain
their wicked deeds. There is no way someone
caught in this trap would consider repenting his sins.
Listen, why should he? Sins? What sins? He is
»cQnvinced that he is doing first-class mitzvot! The
Yetzer hara has duped him brilliantly not only into }

sticking with his transgressions, but into perfecting
pd refining them. For it is not enough that they J
" lack the abillty to see the truth, to see the evil in
dront of theni; it is not only that they do not see the
problems and the evil staring them in the face. They
are so far gone that instead they see great proofs
apd evidence which prove their wicked theories
and false opinions. Not only is there no ‘sin.involved
fk in their actions, they can even bring solid proofs from

the Torah and the Talmud that what tHey are doing is

_ the very essence of piety and virtue. It is not just plain
kosher. It is absolutely one hundred percent glatt

: o kosher lamehadrin min hamehadrin. There could be
no greater mitzvah! And this is the great evil which
surrounds' them and leads them to destruction.
“@Tiis, the worst depravity of all, envelops its victims

. behavior, so as not to leave himself with a bad
. "habit or any negative mannerisms or customs, or bad
“trait_or characteristic, and certainly not a sin or
transgression; a sinner .must recognize that he is
sinning, and stop! What is more, the Ramhal tells us,
I see a need for man to be exacting and weigh his
ways on a daily basis. We should make a painstaking
accounting of our actions every single day, like the
great merchants, who constantly evaluate their
affairs so that they will not come to ruin. This
should not be an occasional occurrence, but a firm

Anil: mmanan na
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How does one come to such a state? And alb w1 AN 7LD TIY 175K A3 TR 15 7D TOSTo nRM M
this is because they are under the darkness, and T2 XLAY YTIOT WYIR-RIT OB D LANw 1172 1D 03 NYIR AWyl ¥R
pressed under the rule of their evil inclination. We wamR 30D 13D AW RLA PI MR 03w PRI uY PR 270 7MW
submerge ourselves in the darkness of our worldly Wy IR T0NY 1Y M XY IR NP [YI0N e i wwa
desires, effectively blocking out any glimmer of light QOYD 3R U1 AT 70" 18D MW MR IRl prina’ ,xs'zj,
or_truth. We are have become utterly subjugated to_ "ATTayA Y5 T DVPY DA g x°p 0T 1AD UM WY
the yetzer hara. ‘ -"*# TmYy1 X .nPDINMY AYIDD MY 02NN 19 MITII BV R ooy

- oPwr.— 2017 BPIY3 0K YW INmIR B 1k uD) Plifta b7 m vnRw o
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- In short, the Ramhal is telling us that the worst - 272N DR TIE,TD I M arn e Ty nh 0WEE pwTIpn Yn
situation of all is when one does not even realize that YR ,PD NTHWI DYRD DK PTW ONO TR XY IR Poba ma
he is doing something wrong. : N 137 1PAR PROWY AT oA 7D ANDIW BRI IITW 1T ,DPRI MR

We find in Tehillim (73:22), “And I was foolish, “ AN THE XM RITW NIT 9 OTP WD 1M DR 20 MmN

. . - A . - NX 2107 DRT PRI 71377 PD DR N0 -ﬁ:? XM — “nnoh *how "1 DAk
knowing nothing, | was like animals with you.” “I was <

Dua T3 IR MOR M7 1277 12 YANY™ TON KN IMK AT 7 207
212, 15w Myw X510 K99 1IN — “pTET WU AT M3 Lar
X731 NRT 1ayab XY 0D TTIOY PR N33 N DIR? DA WM

foolish” means “I did the wrong things.” “And | knew
nothing’ means “I did not even realize that what | was
doing was wrong, and actually thought | was doing a

big mitzvah.” This ignorance was so damaging that I .

was not just like one animal in my relationship with - J;lgﬂ_
Hashem, [ was like “animals” in'the plural - a double - AW XMW, A0NT MED Y0 AT0M 70N wa% Iy aTpn nRp3a
dumb beast. , INRLA 93 1NYT? % ,0w WM a3abe TN WNST AW MR T 9K

WY1 LY DY 710 Y10°3 1m0 DB DURLAT 1PDRY AN T3, 0
P2 7 0 MAnRY YD QWD WP RN O 0D 7aw” 1173 7 bR

" There are those who sin and know it. They have

sufficient clarity of vision to say, “I know [ was wrong, N ;

but what can | do? Of course | should have gone to X D20 AP WK PR 27
Minhah, but | was dying to make that deal, and my ™R, mawn Y953 orn wRon Yow axm D 0Rw ,ny1? why oY -

yetzer hara got the better of me.” They may have TRV WY MAD N0 W A PRant NR D0MIEY WY 10 11T IPRY

ielded to temptation, yet at least they-can tell right 71 vID YY1 XN Ywanbn MR NN XY QIRAW,NITIT K Dnnn Dyans

from wrong. But the senseless fool who dpes not even ‘ P X X nvny ~p3) 1710 TR 137 .TI937 DIXD PIPT MW [on Yw

© ) know the difference, the double dumb beast ,W_ho . ana_(man wwa) 1I2T TINAT ,INIDIT VA RVNT W XY (v
' thinks his_sins_are virtues, has a doubly serious )) B3N 17 PR TIM K 770 KDY MEY 00 ROW — 2IROM W7 0TI
problem. . k XIAW 127032 720N 75° 1D° PITIW 1Y 127 AWy XY YK XYW X0 T2 ¢

Jrarapn Yo vnwum

% The man who knew the difference yet sinned
nonetheless is the one who was blinded by desire, as
in the case of the deal vs. Minhah. He can tell you
openly that the right choice would have been to pray,

SR DOAN AYIND AW MY JIVTIOR OO0 ARIT N U DYy e
oP3 NR 017 M 7] KON Y51 1IN YT RYD POw 15772 TR
oNnxb AP VM ,(MwY? MR 12T N 1) 7N IR 23 ,@ 1) DN
nyT J1onn 0y PRUAY. 1D ,PIRT-DYY ,ANYD NHR [(nRT R0 NY)

so it is at least possible that the next tim (ST NI P TR D6 D AN il
non 59% ,Maaws PRINTY DR 172 w0 et

with a choice, he will choose to pray. Knowing what =
.is right has value, and potential. : . 206~
PR LNITTT K DOMN NYANT WY 1RIA nwna %9 3 et il
However, the one who “thinks a man is a _ I DY AWRTT WM LAY OR hann nyaun aawb ahRIn aawns
lamppost and a lamppost is a man'n")does not know Awn 5w nbapa neab Iz by awns MmN Mo L NYeaT R m.mri nRan ¢
right from wrong, and in fact reverses the two entirely. _ YT 10N NRR X3 AW YY awnm am>d Yo aii’rg;n nTPa pinn®
And this is not enough for him. He has a great need f 12 pnanh1 yrb ,mabnm o1 w I Tk 2y R Inm IR
tq be completely sure, so he constructs an elaborate ' 23w3n °D 70 AR P7¥T 07NN A1 TIRA 9291 IAMP ToKA 937
philosophy to support his fallacy, bolstered by proofs QT3 Py 11 nya Tmbh” XA LDTRR ORLAY AMNR DKIDII VM
culled from the twenty-four books of Scripture, and Y3pY ,yIXT. DYY-AAMWNT PIY M oy 3 ox asban .anyy aaya
the teachings of the Sages, the .ZOhaf: and thff N : MR — MR BY R XYW T MR TnbY mey by
amekubalim. Many people have this problem: their OYUTOR DAW [T DYPITOR DBW T ,A00 M Y933 1wRune DR
wrong must be right. Having convinced themselves, 773p 071 0Py oYU IWNN NPV N IPYYRI WAV PINT 0N

their conscience is at ease and life goes on. :
e T YN WD MY N pnn? nbap) X1 AN T ey
MR TRY W0 TErD 10w 0w 1YY abap v 198 mYap nw ab
/(@D o737 1372 v1m3) DIRA RLAY TN NRIDI2 pOYNRY APNR Py Y
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Mhis is the yetzer hara’'s modus operandi, and
the Ramhal tells us that we must be aware of it.
Come, let us go to Heshbon. Let us make an
accounting, and see how far the yetzer hara is taking
us. He is blinding us. He is turning truth into
falsehood and falsehood into truth, backed up by a
dazzling array of scholarly proofs. “
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f a man aspires to im s character, and grow spiri- -
£ tually, he must carefully weigh his actions from time to

&> Kegping Accounts

This is .what the Ramhal is teling us. One k. time, subjecting them to searing scrutiny. How has he -

who truly wishes to be a servant of Hashem st ‘ fit:fl)ent his time? What can he do to spend his time more fruit-
ot al Gmes be conscious of his behavior and its lly? He must determine the motivations for his every deed.

ramifications, direct and indirect, both at the time Once he has clarified the motivating factors, he can establish
the deeds are being done, and while they are not if they are in accordance with the Torah, with the will of
being done — before, during and after the fact. Hashem. He must get to know himself well and in accor-

Analysis, reanalysis, and classification are basic
- components of this consciousness. The negative
should be rejected and eliminated, and the positive

.dance with his findings, plan his subsequent life. .

. Y

maintained and refined. We must constantly seek to Every night before you go to sleep you should make a
improve even our good deeds. reckoning of all the actions you executed during the day and
One may choose to spend one’s life in a comfort- then repent and crave Hashem’s indulgence for your short-
able state of spiritual slumber, operating on mitzvat _ comings (Shaarei Kedushah 1:6). People who do this are |
q\nashim melumadah (Yeshayahu 29:13) — sheer - called “men of reckoning” (Zohar, Bamidbar 178). This re-
force of habit. In such a case, one’s behavior will be v € pentance should resume after midnight when one rises to
dictated strictly by custom and the way one's father sayTikkun Chatzos. If you are not comfortable in the Holy

and grandfather behaved, with no further cognitive

Tongue, you should speak to Hashem in your own language
thought. But this attitude is not going to produce a ngue,y P y 5

so that you can express your ghstress without difficulty. -
i} ‘ (:flteres Tzvi, Bnet Yissoschar) This daily reckoning rectifies
very successful servant of Hashem. For that, one the deeds of the day so that we do not lose a vital spark that

must be fully awake, fully alert, and fully aware. This animates our soul (Taharas Kodesh).
state of vigilance should encompass every aspect of

one’s life and behavior. It is essential te think, to judge

-

2W Shlomo Ha'melech said, “The fool walks in darkness”
' : (Koheles 2:14). He sees the darkness of his situation but
;lg,\Cogditions and circumstances change from day keeps walking in the dark, with no aspirations to reach the
to day. The trials faced by one generation differ light. Change and improvement don’t seem to be a possibili-

from the trials faced. by anothe.r. The demands ty. However wrong he knows he is, he does nothing to
made upon us today could be different tomorrow,

and they certainly differ from one individual to change andvthat will bring about hl‘S tota] destruction. Don’t

and to gauge, and to be critical, analyzing what is
(ight, what is wrong, and to what degree.

another. How, then, can we expect to carry on as
before, without periodic reevaluation? We must

reassess our duties on a daily basis and adjust our , Look back on your thoughts and actions and see whether
lives accordingly. ' - they constituted a step forward or backward, whether your

i character showed greater refinement or your thoughts had
by by npom) nv,: voyn 51, Py rn‘x-: e v,n,: ﬁ taken a humbler turn. Without any self-deception and par-
ey owr t,, AP I P S ey m-,'-, oY w31 tiality, judge yourself. Do not cover up, but renew your reso-

| 937 v371 Spivy pTp e u-m‘v T NI 129 D)
, ryn‘v orpoy 5: RN m‘w R YT onies e oi
Loy opwn i xbe -n‘a niyey oy yapn ,1'7p'7pn' &%
' N '1'3‘71:1-_: 3113 ,517 mrapa N

lutiog fqr the morrow to go forward and not backward. (Rav
Samson Raphael Hirsch) The Ramchal cries out with great
passion that this frequent self-evaluation is the only thing

N that saves man from Gehinnom.
N
The principle of the matter is that man should = s
study ‘all his actions and watch over all his ways, }»".E’*"-

People caught in this trap do not even grasp what
- is.happening. This is what is written in the verse
(;eshglahu' 6:10), “The heart of this nation grew_
thick and its ears became heavy and its eyes
became hindered, lest...” The heart builds up a
protective crust, the ears develop hearing trouble, and

- vision become blurred. Why? Because if our faculties
were fully intact, if we felt and saw and heard. we

might realize what was going on and be moved to
_chanae. :

scrutinizing his deeds and taking charge of his
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« People don'’t like changes — not in their personal lives,
not in their social lives, not in their re}igious lives. Once they
achieve a certain comfort level in their lives, they don’t want
any_changes to come along and disrupt the equjlibrium of
their existence. TE '
Change is, of course, inevitable. In fact, the inevitability
of change is one of the only unchanging features of life. Our«
children reach a certain age, our parents reach a certain age,
sverything seems to be under control, life is just running.
along, and we are satisfied. We can deal with things as they
are. But then our children get older. They leave home ard
enter new phases. Our parents get older and encounter new
situations. Things are changing, and we don’t like it. We are
ifraid of it. We have become addicted to the narcotic of com-
}lacency. We like it comfortable and predictable. We like i
he way it is.
Therefore, any agenda of self-improvement which

equires a change in the way we live and do things will be.
vigorously resisted. People, for inst%no':re, will readily admit
that shemiras halashon is a very important issue. They will
readily admit that lashon hara is a terrible sin. But how eas-
ily can they stop themselves from speaking improperly? Not
very easily at all. Why? Because it requires change. We have

o change the way we talk, the way we think, the way we act,
Qhe way we relate to other people. We have to change, but
our inertia doesn’t let us change.
[kyThere is also another reason people are so resistant to
C {éinge. Changing entails an admission of earlier error. When
people: change the way they do things, they are. ‘admitting

hat the way they did things beforé was wrong. And who
wants to admit he was wrong?

Rabbi Zev Leff, formerly of Miami Beach and now living
in Eretz Yisrael, was once giving-a shiur in Hilchos Shabbos
in his shul between Minchah and Maariv. The subject was the
laws of borer, the Biblical prohibition to separate the “good”
from the “bad” on Shabbos.

During the shiur, a man who never came to shiurim
showed up. He had yahrzeit that ﬂight and he wanted the
amud for Maariv. He had miscalculated- and arrived at the
shul a little too early, and found himself stuck listening to-the
shiur. He heard the rav speaking about taking the fish from
the bones and the watermelon from the seeds rather than the
other way around.

After the shiur, the man approached the rav.

“Everything you said tonight,” he said, “it all wasn* true,
you know.” ’

“What are you talking about?” asked the rav.

x“This borer business,” 'said the man. “There is no such
thing as borer. It just can’t be. You see, | am a shomer
Shabbos, my father’s a shomer Shabbos, and my grandfather
was a shomer Shabbos. And I tell you, never ever did we hear
about this thing called borer. It must be some kind of custom
that some communities have, but it can’t be the law.”

Incredible, isn’t it? The man could not face up to admitting

®

e
that there had been an error in his family for generations. And
if we think about it, don’t we all act the same way when faced
with something new? Aren’t we also resistant to char:jgie?

- Would we find it easy to admit that what our fathers and moth-
ers taught us was not right?

bbi Leff then made the very interesting observation that

this man’s defense mechanism is actually explained by a pas-

suk in the Torah (Vayikra 26:14-15): “But if you will not lis-

ten to Me, and you will not perforfnrall these commandments,

if_you reject My statutes, and you find My laws repugnant.”

- Rashi explains that this is a_chain reaction. If you refuse to
learn, you won’t perform. And if you don’t perform, you will
reject others who do perform. And if you reject those who
perform, you will eventually despise the sages as wéll. ‘

How clearly we see this happening. If a person refuses to
learn about borer. for instance, he wﬂl,gggﬁtai__r_gh(vggtwfgl_ﬁll this
commandment. But that's not enough. It doesn’t stop there,
He looks around in the shul. He sees everyone else learning
about borer, and he is ipset. Now all his friends will be keep-
ing the prohibition of borer, except for him. So how does he
deal with it? He disparages them. T@EQJU&Lﬁbunéﬁg;@

ingers, a bunch of closet black-hatters. It is a difficult thing
wn refusal to change his

himself \a;hy he refuses to
do what everyone else is doing? So*he has to reject his more,
observant friends. It might not stop there 'eithe[,k He is not
doing it, and they are doing it. Who's respon,s,i!?,l.é,\:f‘c;}_,q!l_,tb4i§.
trouble? The rav, of course. He is the one who is always ‘on
everyone's case, making trouble and refusing to leave well

enough alone. And so that man begins to despise the rav. i

ook where a simple refusal to change might lead this
man. He can’t admit that his upbringing was deficient, so he
ignores his obligations, disparages his friends and despises
his rav. All because he doesn’t want to chang,e.\l

)—-C} Ebjﬁqe is a difficult thing. If you ask most American rab-
banim, even in the best of congregations, to identify the |

most serious problem they face with their congregants, most
will tell you that it is getting people to'accept changes. After
all, they learn Daf Yomi, send their children to the finest
schools and come to shul three times. a day. What more
cquld. you. possibly .want from them? They just want to be
left alone.

Most people are guilty of ai.extremely serious sin which
the Torah (Devarim 29:18) describes as, “Shalom yihyeh li
ki _beshrirus libi eilech.” Loosely, translated, it means, “I'm
fine. Leave me alone.” The Chazon Ish calls_ someone who
displays this attitude a beinoni beshitah, a person who delib-
erately chooses to be mediocre as a matter of principle. But
life is not like that. There is no standing still in life, not when "
it comes to ruchnius. - —— 77—— R
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However, what leads to it in particular _is 5}7 NP0 10 13 0D Hubd 10 13 wp
contemplation of the serious nature of the service "D 95708 0 2eh5 1B ,onEpm bppa
in which man is obligated, and the severity of the . abspnn oy O3ED3 35 9933 DBy 13 4< e
ludgment in this regard. These few words of the 30 ohy #nd 10 DEYN p3EDd |
Rambhal _ have enormous depth-and meaning; | LB T
mention them almost every year on Rosh Hashanah

before the shofar is blown. [rue, we must léa@,\

but we must do more than that as well, We must ) s

':" also think, because what leads to Watchfulness is
~ contemplation. Before anything we do, before any ’
move we make, we must think about the enormity of

our obligation to serve Hashem and His expectations | .
of us. As a next step, we must then think of how One who does not learn Torah cannot have a real fear

severe the judgment will be if, God forbid, we should of sin, and he certainly cannolt/i\?‘e pious. e 4 7
fail. G3) ot M ,") :
1¥°0 RI3W WY TI2NY XNIA D7 1 (77D) ‘W nDon‘n AT owiT
P 9% DRI 91 1ImRw 1 3% phan amnn x1aw xn 083 vI0
W om% X712 RY XM ORW LXMW LWD M pYan 1n 3% shRaa -
NRT °N52 79D NX™ DIRD XDPW 07D DIWI TWHR K I ARIDY ROR :
027 IMYL IR AN RIR WR 09 Seeab 2w 'm--,nmmn%

' IRVND NIWD

This is the message of the Ramhal's statement:
Behold, what generally briﬁgs a person to

. watchfulness is the study of Torah. There can be no
Watchfulness, with all we now know the term to mean,
without Torah. As our Sages tell us, “A boor does not
fear sin, and an ignoramus is not pious” (Avot 2:6).

[_“ & How Serious Is It?

We have a natural tendency to’ minimize the
extent of our obligations: we pray and observe the
mitzvot and do all the different things we kriow we
should, and we get by. But all too often, it ends t_hgr,é’.-
We do not stop to consider that Hashem expects us

ot just to “get by,” but to invest our utmost. We do .
not realize ‘that what is expected of us is not bare
bones, but one hundred percent. We want to squeeze

B
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there are many levels in the service of Hashem. If we 1ILEN 1YY WR NYa 03 AR ,a3%0 0% nhrod vha thare ’Y ,o%195

fegl we have been yotze yede hovah, fulfilled our Y1 YT MIRD %P3 D3 Y M2y Ypa BNA Y7 WYY
minimum_obligation as defined by the Shulhan />b ) MDN> DA :

through with our least, while what we shpuld be giving
is our best. .
Rabbi Menahem Azariah'of Pano &xplains that

Aruch, we may see no need to exert ourselves any,.

Uy nITen iy xiaY Yom vy arxa O -

further to attain more meticulous standards of L2 DR gyl — Ty Y93 naw .
observance. However, he says, by the same token. in WO NgY nidvn nYh myy nx rirb axvw
v*the World to Come there are also many different £27 K7 °KT 909 ORI YU 1D THR 7Y
- levels, of spirituality and reward. Each ascending level PIRg nn_gmnl Ly ‘7? YH _m-‘ 1998
! has its own entrance gate, which is guarded by an RPRT) 12 ’7"»:71’ X 7‘1_5“’3—"3? IRy
angel. The angel guarding the gate at the lowest level v o8 — T TR0 MY LYy
o " " — , OX) 39 T Vi3 X npan o YU ima
-~ is_named “Houvah.” True, minimum observance is .
= - a9 Tnbe Vi Py npan o YU AT pR-
enough for admittance to the lowest level represented IRY WY ,Pay7 TPy Tyl KT oXT e
by Houvah, or in other words, to literglly “get through "3 °27 M13 0WD 19 PYE np ,Wox 903 mp
_the hands of Hovah.” But much greéfér heights await M PRY 121 OrR 9y 2PN X DX ,m:;g:;i o
us further on, as do many other “hands:” those of the 0 DI 1% Py Ky 30 IR ORI '7'?;3
multitude of angels guarding the gates of those WY ,oIxDe Topn v MY 19 :1PRTd]
higher levels. To attain these higher levels in the PP PRR IR LNWR 1pb M vnisan
World to Come, we must have first attained M — A 230 X% v M g
correspondingly higher levels in this world, such as RDTIRT AT¥ WOX3 @Iy %p3 ixp
piety, sanctity and the many other spiritual keys which - 783 X7 113 0pED? M19N7 YRR O ,00BNYYD
can open the innermost gates to eternity. L}é 5
e %

a :
"-IEven among people who are Torah observant,
t?lgir level of knowledge is a crucial factor. The more
they learn, the greater their awaretiess of the import
. of every action. Greater knowledge of Torah brings a
deeper understanding of what it means to disobey
Hashem’s Word, and of what it means to fulfil His
commandments as they should be fulfilled.
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