
Swordfish
 (1hu y euxp sh erp ohrcs

ukft, tk ,aeaeu rhpbx uk iht rat kfu :ukft, ,aeaeu rhpbx uk rat kf ohnc rat kfn ukft, vz ,t
 :ofk tuv tny

  (2c sung tb ;s vsb ,fxn hkcc sunk,

ahu 'ohpky uk ah - ohbre uk aha kf /,aeae uk ihtu rhpbx uk aha ahu 'rhpbx uk ah - ,aeae uk aha kf /whb,n
 /ohbre uk ihtu ohpky uk aha

'ibhfnx ,aeaet ibt 'hsfn /tny ds - ,aeae uk ihtu rhpbx uk aha ah 'ruvy ds - ,aeae uk aha kf /wnd
tny ds ukhptu 'rhpbx - ch,fs ,aeae htn :tbhnt vuv 'rhpbx tbnjr c,f tk ht ?hk vnk tbnjr c,fs rhpbx

ch,fs - tuv tauck ,aeaes ikbn ,aeaeu rhpbx tbnjr c,fs t,avu /,aeaeu rhpbx tbnjr c,f -
hcr hcs tb, ifu 'uvct r"t !rhpbx hgc tku ,aeae tbnjr cu,fku 'auck tuv ohaeae iuhrau (z"h wt ktuna)

/rhsthu vru, khsdh (c"n uvhgah) :ktgnah

 (3t sung yb ;s ihkuj ,fxn hkcc sunk,

'uc ihgucev - ihaeae iv uktu :sjt rhpbxu ihaeae hba :rnut vsuvh hcr ',aeaeu rhpbx uk aha kf :ohdscu
/ivc jrupv - ohrhpbxu

 (4t sung yk ;s vrz vsucg ,fxn hkcc sunk,

rhavk sh,gu uhafg uk ah `r,un vz hrv - .hpgvu ,hb,kuxv iudf 'inz rjtk ksdk sh,gu uhafg uk iht :ibcr ub,
 /r,un - xbyutu xhhypxftu xhhypxyf 'xbuptu xbuet iudf 'ohv in vkuga vgac

 (5y euxp th erp trehu i"cnr

ihkuj ,fxnc trndc tuv ifu /h"ar iuak /uc ohgucev ukt ',aeae /ovc yav ukt ohrhpbx - ,aeaeu rhpbx
ubnn ihsb ibhta "ohguce" outre kct 'dsv rugc oheucsu ann ipudc ohguce iva obuakn ihc, tk kct /(t yb)
kct 'ihfxc ut shc dsv rugn ihyapb ova 'irupmk vnus iskda ohkudgv ihphkev ovu /rhpbxf uc ihgzgszn tku
oa) trndc urnt lfku /tuv ruxt uhkgcu ',aeae ubht kkf rugv in srpb ubhtu dsv rugc eucsu guce tuva kf
:ivc yaa ohrhpbxu 'ivc acukna ohaeaev iv ukt (y"v d"p ihkuj) t,pxu, iuaku 'tuv tauck ,aeae (c ux

',urhpvu ,ubkhtv hphkef ubnn ihpkebu ihyapb 'rugv kga ihphke iva 'ihpke rnta xukebut ka unudr, uvzu
ohauga ahu ',ugcyv in ohhuag ikuf ,ubuhrava 'auck tuv ohaeae iuhrau (v zh t"a) rnta cu,fv ihbg in
ohnfj urhfzv lfku /ohaeae utreb ovv ihphkevu 'es .j ivc xbfh tka ,ugcyv ,uhp ou,xk ,uphke ovc

:vphke iuhra hauck (c vm ihrsvbx) ekj erpc trndc

 (6[um] z vban d erp ihkuj ,fxn kg qihfhq ktrah ,rtp,

ihgf 'unmg dsv ;udn ivaf heuptk vbanv ,buuf s"gpk raptu] yaaf i,ut gbgbn ubhta - uc ihgucev
rcsf ibhta tmnb 'ezujc er ubnn ikyk rapt hta ohcgu ohae ohfub, ihgf uhcd kg uk aha ubka igyyucbhhya

:[ihaeae ohtreb ihtu 'iv unmgc dsv ;udn er 'uc gucev

 (7jf inhx s"uh - tbhb, vrusvn vsuvhc gsub ,"ua

ohpkeb ibhta lfc vnu ktna smc ,jt vruau ihnh smc ,jt vrua ohaeae ,urua h,a uk ahu vz ds h,hxb hbt



/shc upkeb ,uga aka unf dhuk ihruea rptv in ohnc hba hkfc vraa rjtk h,hxb odu hkfc ohpkeb tkvu shc
ohnc vhrava rnuk ihtu /vrvy inhx tuv f"d k"bv vhra rjt er kkf vhra osue ohpkeb uhv tk ukhpt h,gsku

i"cnrv ubhcr thmnva trnujv ;udu auck tuv ohaeae iuhra ;ux ;ux lfc vns upkeha uk ord k"bv ohzg
is h,hhv rjt ost vrnt tknkt vrvy inhxk uc aujb tk kkf ohpkeb obht ota hbhna wpc vru,v aurhpc

ohaeae urnt vbanc vcrst f",c ut hnkaurhc ut hkccc ;ukhev rfzuv ifhvu ohpkeb obhta lfc vnu usdbf
hbtu /rugc oheucs ov hrva auck treb tk ohpkeb iht ot c,fu vzc ejsb uaurhpc oa i"cnrvu /uc ohgucev

:,me ,ujsk ahu /wuf hbahck, racu rug ch,f ifu auck treb racv odu unmg rugva rnut

 (8t ;hgx dp inhx vgs vruh lurg ijkua

,uphkev iv ',aeaeu /uc yaa tuv 'rhpbxu /ruvy ',aeaeu rhpbx uk aha kf :vru,c oharupn ohds hbnhx
/uc ,ugucev/(t"ns t"p n"nv) ,aeae hren tk 'dsv rugn ipkek rapt ht ot kct 'hkfc ut shc ohpkeb ova teusu :vdv uk iht ukhptu 

ohnc usugc uk vhva ut inz rjtk oksdk sh,gu 'v,g uk iht ukhptu /r,un ',jt ,aeaeu sjt rhpbx tkt
/r,un 'vachk u,ukgc shn irhavu,j, ,snug thvaf er ',jt ,aeaec rh,vk ihts t"hu :vdv (v"vu i"ru ;"hru t"nvn t"px o"cnr) 

/(rhnjvk cuyu 'i"cnrv oac v"vu i"ru h"c ,gsk a"trvu ruyv) urhpbx ut ucbz ut uhhjk

 (9sg dp inhx vgs vruh ;xuh ,hc ,uvdv vkusdv ,xbf

hbpn ',aeae uk ihta hp kg ;t 'vstpaht hahp zgkc trebv crjv kgc ds kuftk ktrah kfc yuap dvbn
urfzuva ohbhnv in wt hkutu 'vh,uaeae ,fkanu ,ggub,n vxgf ,njn ohv in vkuga vgaca ohrnuta

vz kg z"n ,t kta lknk vban sjt raa h,gnau /ohv in vkugaf irhavk sh,gu uhafg uk aha tuv t,hhrcc
vsumnv ,hck ufhkuv z"n vag vn /ejmnf hvhu ohv in vkuga vgac urhxna uk chavu 'u,ut ihkfut uhv lthv

rjtu 'ovn sjt usmu vz ds ihsm uhva ,runfnc ujhbvu ruja sdc vnt unf jeku 'vzv dsv ohsuma ouenc
hp kg ;tu ',nt of,kceu ,nt o,t rnt zt 'vbank uvtrvu ohaeae tkn utmnu rujav sdcv rhxv uvsma
ohaeaeva hbpn h"ar whpu 'hpke vhc tuju vk ehsc thhpju hruuj hkfhan u,hhts urnt n"t erp z"g trndcs

hgc ohruja ohaeaek ohbck ahu ,uruja ohaeae ahs t"carv ,gsa ohburjtv in uc,f rcf ',uruja
/hnfut hkhfan hgc ohbck ohaeaek hruuj hkhfan

 (10[d] dp inhx - s"uh vfrc ehzjn

,gaca ohrnuta hbpn v"stpxht h"ahp treb crjv kgc ds kuftk dvbnv yap /wufu sdcc uvufrf otu /wc ihs
ds ihsma ,runfnc jhbva ruja sdcc ohaeaev lknk vbank vtrv ubezu /vh,uaeae ,fkan ohvn u,hhkg

:v"fe whx uh,ucua, hznrcu inhxv ;ux d"vbf crv /vz

11) 1966 Proceedings of the Rabbinic Assembly

QUESTION:  Is Swordfish Kosher?

ANSWER:  The committee on Jewish law and standards of the Rabbinical Assembly has ruled in

the past that Swordfish is kosher.  The decision was based on the study of the traditional halakhic

sources as well as the evidence of competent scientific experts in the field.

        Recently the question has been reopened because of the statement by the Union of

Orthodox Congregations based on a statement of Rabbi Moshe Tendler, who is Rosh Yeshiva,

Yeshivat Rabenu Yits'hak Elhanan and Assoicate Professor of Biology, Yeshiva College.

        Some of our colleagues have urged that we restudy the question to see whether there is any

new evidence that would make us revise our previous decision.  Our answer will depend on the



resolution of the following two questions: Does the swordfish have scales?  Do these scales

satisfy the requirements of halakha?

12) Moshe Tendler, The Halachic Status of the Swordfish, Jewish Observer April, 1968

But no place in the Talmud or the responsa literature is there any reference to such a deviant: a

fish that has scales as a juvenile but not as an adult. Yet the Conservative clergy must be aware

of Talmudical references to some form of swordfish since it is mentioned in the Talmudical

Encyclopedia article that they cite as a basis for their "heter." If the swordfish of the Talmud had

"juvenile scales," the Talmud would have surely recorded this fact.

I discussed the above presented facts with my great teachers, Rav Moshe Feinstein, and Rav

Yosef Dov Soloveitchik,  and they concur with my decision that On the basis of the evidence

presented, the swordfish (xiphias gladius) is a non-kosher fish.

 (13c"me ws crv hrcs

kgc dsv ,t kuftk ktrah kfc yuap dvbna thcv (zh e"x vna ,"frsc s"uv d"p hx s"uhk) d"vbfc ohds ,ufkv
ruvy ds ubbht a"hpsrtxa vehrntc ohbcrvn sjt zhrfv vba vnf hbpku ,aeaeu rhpbx uk ahu khtuv crjv

urhafvc vkusdv ,xbfv iuuf,b vzk tkau ohruvyv ohdsv rta haeaek i,rumc ,unus ibht uh,uaeaea hbpn
,t ubhcrk uk vtrvu ihbgc eusck vhjha drcbrya vnka ruxpurp d"vrvn ubhcr aehc tuvv inzcu crjv ds ,t
ruvy ds vzv dsv u,gs hpka ubcr zt uk rntu (ouhf u,uarc ohaeaev og vpygnv ihhsgu) uh,uaeae ,tu dsv

xrybuec xpsb vz kf) ohds ,rvyk inhxf ,ananv ,aeaev ,rum ,usut ,unhhuxn ,ufkv oua ihts tuv
(uvgs lhfrs kfc

 (14wv s"uh c"j vsuvhn yca ,"ua

sh,gv ahpkhhxv tku f"jt ohrfhb obhtu ohnc urab rcf uh,uaeaea hbpn raf tuv ahpsruux humnv dsva hrv
hf ,uraf hbnhx uk ihtaf od ,ruxnc kftb ruvy ;ug hf ubkmt kusd kkfu ohexupv ubuhf uhkgu ohaeae ksdk

rapta ,epxnu vrurc vjfuv ,anan thv m"nu,c ohesesn ohsuvh h"g rus rusn vrxnba veh,gv ,ruxnv
khtuh eupep hkc ukft ubh,uct ,ucta thv ohexupv hrpxc vnuara hpf ,ruxnva ohdsc od ifu vhkg lunxk
,t oxrpk tb khtuh ohexupv hrcs kg lunxk aha tmnh ohuuen ubta hpf otu vz ubc,fn kg ubk ,ubgk wcf tb
ubhruh wsu ohrh,n uktu ohrxut ukt ,usudt ,usudt uhvh tka hsf odu ohruxhtc ohrhvzv ktrah ,hc ,kgu,k vz

t",k hatrv crv inrybut tsuvh rxht cr sucfc hbbvu kuafn kfn ubrnahu uheuju uh,uumn runak vrahv lrsc
zujnvu uph

 (15n inhx y ekj rzghkt .hm ,"ua

 /t"jk ukfutk r,un ot ahpsrtuux oac trebv ds

d"vbfva d"gtu 'urxutk aha h,gsk vtrb ahpsrtuux oac ,hkdbtv vpac trebv crjv - hds ,usut kg (t)
vstpaht - hahp zgkc treb crjv kgc ds kuftk ktrah kfc yuap dvbns c,uf s"g ,ut h"cvdv d"p inhxc

kct /vh,uaeae ,fkanu ,ggub,n vxgf ,njn ohv in vkuga vgaca ohrnuta hbpn ,aeae uk ihta p"gt
oac trebv dsv oda ekuj iht hrvu ahpsrtuux oac ohtruea vn tuv tuv vstpaht - hahpvs ubk rnth hn

ihcu u,ubyec ihc ohkusd ohaeae uk aha vxubnu eusc tuv ahpkhhxv ka tuvv ihnvu 'crj if od uk ah ahpkhhx
ifxk kfuha odu ubk gucek kfuha vz tuv hn f"tu /ohv in u,ut ohsma vgac ohkpub ovn vcrva tkt u,ubezc



f"d tuv ahpsrtuux oac trebv dsv ihn oda ,utsuc rnuku t,hhruts ruxht ka epxv ,hck xbfhk g"t
shgha hn ihta inzc ukftk ktrah kfc udvba uhkg rhgn d"vbf kgcv rat vstpaht - hahp dsv ihn ,jpann

ovn ekju ohdsv hbhnc obah ohnusc ohnus vcrvu /ohaeae uk ,uhvk sh,ga ut uk vhva ut uk aha uhkg
/ohtnyv duxk ohfhha hbav oekju ohruvyv duxk ofhha qohfhhaq

 (16106 ws wu vnka hexp

raf crj ds otv a

ah ohraub uh,uaeaea kkdc thv vktav ouhv ka ds u,ut vza juyc tk kct rh,v d"vbf obnt ,eukjn ,
ohrxut ohexupv cur lt m"n eh mhcukux s"hrdv oac cme wng crv hrcs jhe v c j vsuvhn yca ,"ua ohrh,n

;ypya os m n n y rzghkt .hm ,"ua ihhg

17) Jewish Press, Is Swordfish Kosher? Hershel Schachter, 5 Iyyar 5778 – April 19, 2018

The commentaries on the Shulchan Aruch say dag ha’cherev [literally, “the fish of the sword”] is

kasher.

Why is it widely considered to be not kosher, then?

Because around 60-70 years ago, they asked Rabbi [Moshe] Tendler if he could make a list of

which fish are kosher and which aren’t. Rabbi Tender decided to list swordfish as a treife fish

because he called up an expert who told him scales on a swordfish are a different consistency –

or something like that – from those of other fish. So he decided it was a treife fish.

But that’s absolutely not correct. The commentaries on the Shulchan Aruch say dag hacherev is 

kasher. Professor [Shlomo] Sternberg, a big genius in learning and math, published an essay

maybe 20 years ago in which he writes that Rabbi Soloveitchik asked him to conduct research on

the status of swordfish. He did. He showed Rabbi Soloveitchik the scales of a swordfish and Rav

Soloveitchik said, “It’s a kashere fish!” Professsor Sternberg writes that he still has the envelope

with the scales he showed Rav Soloveitchik in his Gemara Chullin.

If the commentaries on the Shuchan Aruch say dag ha’cherev is kosher, how can Rabbi Tendler

claim it isn’t?

Rabbi Tendler claims “dag hacherev” is a different fish. It’s not true.

But Rabbi Tendler did a service to the Orthodox Jewish community because at the time there

were Conservative rabbis who were giving hashgachas, so he laughed them out of existence and

said they don’t know what they’re talking because [they were giving swordfish a hechsher when]

swordfish is really treif. So the Orthodox realized you can’t rely on the Conservatives.

L’maaseh, the Conservatives were right on this issue, but Rabbi Tendler accomplished his goal.


