Swordfish
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11) 1966 Proceedings of the Rabbinic Assembly

QUESTION: Is Swordfish Kosher?

ANSWER: The committee on Jewish law and standards of the Rabbinical Assembly has ruled in
the past that Swordfish is kosher. The decision was based on the study of the traditional halakhic
sources as well as the evidence of competent scientific experts in the field.

Recently the question has been reopened because of the statement by the Union of
Orthodox Congregations based on a statement of Rabbi Moshe Tendler, who is Rosh Yeshiva,
Yeshivat Rabenu Yits'hak Elhanan and Assoicate Professor of Biology, Yeshiva College.

Some of our colleagues have urged that we restudy the question to see whether there is any
new evidence that would make us revise our previous decision. Our answer will depend on the



resolution of the following two questions: Does the swordfish have scales? Do these scales
satisfy the requirements of halakha?

12) Moshe Tendler, The Halachic Status of the Swordfish, Jewish Observer April, 1968

But no place in the Talmud or the responsa literature is there any reference to such a deviant: a
fish that has scales as a juvenile but not as an adult. Yet the Conservative clergy must be aware
of Talmudical references to some form of swordfish since it is mentioned in the Talmudical
Encyclopedia article that they cite as a basis for their "heter." If the swordfish of the Talmud had
"juvenile scales," the Talmud would have surely recorded this fact.

I discussed the above presented facts with my great teachers, Rav Moshe Feinstein, and Rav
Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, and they concur with my decision that On the basis of the evidence
presented, the swordfish (xiphias gladius) is a non-kosher fish.

'8P 7290 27 (13

232 )TN NN DIDND KNI D2 VIV HNNY NN (P P NNV N7 TN N9 0 T'1Y) X' DT MODN
TNV T NIX YHIITINDY NPYINND 0NN TAX PIIN MY NN MDY NYPYRI DD 1D ¥ HNIN 29NN
YPYINA NDITHIN NDIDN OM MY NOWY DNNVN DTN INY SWPYPD INNNI NIY'T 1IN PYIMYPYPVY 90
NN 9212 IRIN PIYA PITAY 7PHY XIII0Y NNV NDNI XN 12T W2 Xinn P 2900 )T NN
NNV XT MN XTN INYT 29Y NI IN Y N (OPD MY DOVPYPN DY NSVYNN PITY) PIIVPYP NN XTH
DILNPA DT MY D) DT NINVY PPDI NWHRVNN NYPYPN NNX MITIN MDD MITN DWW PNT NI
(NYT TO97T 502

DAY 2"N AN VIV N (14

PNYN YAY»DN KDY 2"'NK D199 DN D92 1IW) 12D YIMYPYPY 291 W NN WATIND N8N XTHY 1N
D MY OO Y PRYI D) NNDNA DIX) NNV NIY 2 NIIX 51T 591 DPDIAN NI POV DVPYP 9T
IYANY NPODN NN NN NVHWN NN X"OINA DPTRTI DTN 'Y NT NTN NIDMIVY NPPNYN NNDNN
DN P19 992 1IN IWMIAN MIANRY NN DPDINN 1902 NIMYIY 79D NNDNNY DT D) D) Py 7oy
NN DDI9Y XY DINY DPDION 2T DY THIDD OV NI DINPN NNY 29D DNY I NANIN DY N YD 15 N)
I TY DPNN VNI OMOIN DN MITHN TN P NOY YT D) DX NODINI DX PN ORI ™A NOVIND M
N'TDOUNIN 290 PIITONN XTIN® TON 27 TIAD2 NN DIWIN Y10 NI PRINT PINHD NIV NN 7112
HNNM 1D

0 190 L PHN NYIHN N8 N"WY (15

N'N2IDIIND AN DN YATINND DV XIPIN )T

A'IONY XYY YIDIND WOYWONYTD NN WATINND DWA MHNIND NIV NIPIN 29NN - DT MTIN DY (N)
NTNIYIN -9 TYD NIPI 29NN DY XT 21N INIY D52 VIV HMNT 2MD T'Y MNO"2NN )9 YDA

AN .PMYPYR NOYWN NYYNNND NOYD NNNKD DX 1D NOWY NYWIAY DIDINY N0 NYPYP 1Y PRY 9"YN
DV NIPIN XTN DI POIN PR M YATINND DY DOXNPY N0 NI NN DTN - OWNT 1D 9N )
P2HINLPA PA ONTHY DWYPYP 1D WY NONM PITA NN WAaY»DN DY NN PHN,29N 1D DX 1D W vad»D
120D 551 DN MO WIAPO DIPY M XIN M "N .DM 1D IMN DTXY NYWA DDA DNN NIAINY XINX NN



2" NI YATINND DY XIPIN TN PN DIY MIXTIA MDY RININT NON OV PADN 172D DI V'N
TIWY M PRY JITL IDIND INIY DI NNIY POY DPYN X' HYIAN IWN DTRIYN -89 X TN PR NNOWNN
DN PON DX TN PN DIV DT OINT NN .DVPYP I NVNY PNYY INID POV IN D WY POy
LDONNVN MDD DOMY NV DPYN DNNVLN NOD DIMY /DD»Y/

106 1 bV 1pLa (16

YD 29N )T DN Y

V> DIV PIMYPYRY D951 NN NORYN DPN DY XTINMNX NTY ML XD DaN PNN X'NID DINX NPIYNN N
DMDIN DXPDION 2 TR XD Y HIND TN DWA ASP 'Y 290 22T MR N 2 N DTN VIY NY DPNN
QOAVY DT N N NV NWYIN NN NW Py

17) Jewish Press, Is Swordfish Kosher? Hershel Schachter, 5 Iyyar 5778 — April 19, 2018

The commentaries on the Shulchan Aruch say dag ha’cherev [literally, “the fish of the sword”] is
kasher.

Why is it widely considered to be not kosher, then?

Because around 60-70 years ago, they asked Rabbi [Moshe] Tendler if he could make a list of
which fish are kosher and which aren’t. Rabbi Tender decided to list swordfish as a treife fish
because he called up an expert who told him scales on a swordfish are a different consistency —
or something like that — from those of other fish. So he decided it was a treife fish.

But that’s absolutely not correct. The commentaries on the Shulchan Aruch say dag hacherev is
kasher. Professor [Shlomo] Sternberg, a big genius in learning and math, published an essay
maybe 20 years ago in which he writes that Rabbi Soloveitchik asked him to conduct research on
the status of swordfish. He did. He showed Rabbi Soloveitchik the scales of a swordfish and Rav
Soloveitchik said, “It’s a kashere fish!” Professsor Sternberg writes that he still has the envelope
with the scales he showed Rav Soloveitchik in his Gemara Chullin.

If the commentaries on the Shuchan Aruch say dag ha’cherev is kosher, how can Rabbi Tendler
claim it isn’t?

Rabbi Tendler claims “dag hacherev” is a different fish. It’s not true.

But Rabbi Tendler did a service to the Orthodox Jewish community because at the time there
were Conservative rabbis who were giving hashgachas, so he laughed them out of existence and
said they don’t know what they’re talking because [they were giving swordfish a hechsher when]
swordfish is really treif. So the Orthodox realized you can’t rely on the Conservatives.
L’maaseh, the Conservatives were right on this issue, but Rabbi Tendler accomplished his goal.



