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16) The walls of Jericho Archaeology confirms: they really DID come a-tumblin’ down, Creation
21(2):36-40, March 1999 by Bryant Wood

Fascinating recent discoveries reveal something unusual happened to the ancient city of Jericho. Heavily
fortified, with a virtually impregnable double wall, what caused her sudden destruction? And find out
why it is significant that even her inhabitants’ foodstores could still be seen in our time, where they were
left ...

The name ‘Jericho’ brings to mind Israelites marching, trumpets sounding and walls falling down. It is a
wonderful story of faith and victory, but did it really happen? The skeptic would say no, it is merely a
folk tale to explain the ruins at Jericho. The main reason for this negative outlook is the excavations at
the site carried out in the 1950s under the direction of British archaeologist Kathleen Kenyon. She
concluded,

‘It is a sad fact that of the town walls of the Late Bronze Age, within which period the attack by
the Israelites must fall by any dating, not a trace remains .... The excavation of Jericho,
therefore, has thrown no light on the walls of Jericho of which the destruction is so vividly
described in the Book of Joshua.’

Thomas A. Holland, who was editor and co-author of Kenyon’s excavation reports, summarized the
apparent results as follows:

‘Kenyon concluded, with reference to the military conquest theory and the LB [Late Bronze
Age] walls, that there was no archaeological data to support the thesis that the town had been
surrounded by a wall at the end of LB I [ca. 1400 B.C.].

However, a careful examination of the archaeological evidence collected throughout this century leads
to quite another conclusion.

Jericho was once thought to be a ‘Bible problem’ because of the seeming disagreement between
archaeology and the Bible. When the archaeology is correctly interpreted, however, just the opposite is
the case. The archaeological evidence supports the historical accuracy of the biblical account in every
detail. Every aspect of the story that could possibly be verified by the findings of archaeology is, in fact,
verified.

Bryant Wood is an internationally recognized authority on the archaeology of Jericho. He is director of
the Associates for Biblical Research, and also director of the Kh. el-Magqatir Excavation in Israel.

17) Is Bryant Wood's chronology of Jericho valid?




The following article is abstracted from The Biblical Chronologist Volume 2, Number 3.

Wood's Proposed Solution

In the March/April 1990 issue of Biblical Archaeology Review conservative biblical archaeologist Dr.
Bryant G. Wood proposed that Garstang was right all along. He proposed that the termination of City IV
Jericho be redated from ca. 1550 B.C. to ca. 1400 B.C. He argued that a reanalyis of pottery shards
excavated from City IV, stratigraphic considerations, scarab evidence, and a single radiocarbon date all
converged "to demonstrate that City IV was destroyed in about 1400 B.C.E., not 1550 B.C.E. as Kenyon
maintained."

Wood's proposal received press coverage and positive reaction from conservative sectors, but his fellow
archaeologists did not react so favorably. . .

Settling the Dispute

It is clear that the question is one of chronology. When was City IV Jericho destroyed? The scholarly
consensus says ca. 1550 B.C., Wood says ca. 1400 B.C. What source can we turn to to settle this
dispute?

In fact, radiocarbon is such a source. In the early 1990's, when Wood first published his claims, there
was only one radiocarbon measurement available for City IV. It was from a piece of charcoal dated by
the British Museum to 1410 plus or minus 40 years B.C. Unfortunately, this date was later retracted by
the British Museum, along with dates of several hundred other samples. The British Museum found that
their radiocarbon measurement apparatus had gone out of calibration for a period of time, and thus had
yielded incorrect dates during that period. The corrected date for the charcoal sample from City IV
turned out to be consistent with Kenyon's ca. 1550 B.C. date for the City IV destruction.

The corrected date no longer supported Wood's proposal, but it was insufficient to falsify the proposal.
Radiocarbon dates on charcoal give the date the wood grew, not the date it was burned. To be consistent
with Bryant Wood's proposal, the wood which burned to produce the charcoal sample would need to
have been cut from a living tree 150 years prior to the destruction. Of course, this is not impossible.

As mentioned earlier, no other radiocarbon dates from samples from City [V Jericho were available in
the early 1990's. In 1995, however, results were published by Hendrik J. Bruins and Johannes van der
Plicht from high-precision radiocarbon measurements made on eighteen samples from Jericho. Six of
these samples were charred cereal grains from the City IV destruction. Bruins and van der Plicht did not
set out to disprove Wood's thesis. Their stated purpose was to contribute "toward the establishment of an
independent radiocarbon chronology of Near Eastern archaeology."

Further, the fortified Bronze Age city at Tell es-Sultan [Jericho] was not destroyed by ca.1400
BC, as Wood (1990) suggested.

As is evident from the chart, the radiocarbon measurements strongly support the chronology advanced
by Kenyon long before the radiocarbon measurements were made. This radiocarbon evidence falsifies
Wood's theory. City IV was destroyed ca. 1550 B.C., not ca. 1400 B.C. City IV Jericho was not
destroyed by Joshua.



