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9. niy — Through adultery. All agree that this verse does

21/8-21 not apply to a single woman. The Sages disagree on whether

8 You shall sanctify him, for he offers the food of your God; he shall remain holy to you, for
holy am I, HAsHEM, Who sanctifies you. ° If the daughter of a Kohen will be desecrated through

adultery, she desecrates her father — she shall be consumed by the ﬁre
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the daughter of our verse is a fully married woman who
committed adultery, or whether she had accepted Kiddushin
but not yet completed the marriage through chuppah, in
~ which case she has the status of a married woman regarding
adultery (Rashi; Sanhedrin 50b; see notes to Numbers 30:7).

nbhmn xR nx — She desecrates her father. Those who
see her say, “Accursed is the one who gave birth to her
accursed Is the one who raised her (Rashi).
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nY5mm xoaK N — She desecrates her father. Rusht explains that she has

"be considered shockingly immodest behavior and images are

now considered normal fare in all media and entertainment.

Technology has changed the world in which we live, allowing

shamed his honor, for they will say about him, “Accursed is the one who
fathered her, accursed is the one who raised her.” This comment is attributed to
R’ Meir (Sanhedrin 52a)' R Ashi concludes that it is appropriate to refer to a
sinner as the son of a sinner even though his father is righteous. The father
shares in _the zesponsibility for his child’s evil conduct.

his status, so that he loses the rights and honors associated with his rank. This
interpretation is confirmed by some opinions mentioned intie Shulchan Aruch.
However, the Shulchan Aruch concludes that it is now no longer the practice
to disqualify a Kohen for reasons of his children's waywardness.

7 [22] WITH CORDS OF LOVE

as
A New Phenomenon? ; ) .
In reality, children straying from the path of the Torah is not a

new phenomenon.

Dating back to the very roots of Klal Yisrael, Avraham Avinu
had a Yishmael, and Yitzchak Avinu had an Eisav. In Chazal’s
times, there were Tzedukim and Baysusim pulling Yidden away
from Torah. In more recent generations, children were ensnared

by Haskalal, atheism, and communism, among numerous other
isms. Large numbers of Klal Yisrael's youth abandoned the ways
of their fathers, falling prey to the yetzer hara of their particular

generation. For all the press this problem gets today, before

the war, children were abandoning Yiddishkeit at a much more
terrifying rate. The Mashgiach relates that parents would often
sit shiivah for children who left for foreign countries, tossing their
tefillin overboard éven before the ship left port.

Although the circumstances and' root causes may have

changed, the overall phenomenon of children leaving the path -

of Torah is very much the same as it has been throughout the

generations.

Ao
When the Apples Blow Far trom the Tree

There is a con’mon misconception that success-in child-
rearing is entirely up to the parents. If the children turn out right,
it’s because the parents succeeded; if they stray, it's because the

parents have failed.

WIf we try to apply this notion to any other endeavor in life, we
realize instinctively how wrong it is. A person who believes that

he_is responsible for his success in business — suggesting that
M nn Ny Y vy 7 osyy o> - My strength and the might of my

hand_have earned me all of this wealth - is not only wrong, but
incredibly haughty.

2

R’ Meir interprets the word NS, desecrates, in the sense of invalidating

free access to the most depraved material with the tap of a finger.

It has become nearly impossible to raise children without
exposure to the horrendous decadence that has taken hold of
society around us. To provide proper chinuch in our current
social climate requires tremendous siyata d'Shmgya. Just as

someone who succeeds in business does so only because Hashem
grants him success, so too, when parents succeed in raising good
children, it is because Hashemr has granted them that success.

But if we recognize that we can’t take credit for our success -

in being mechanech children during such challenging times, we
must also recognize that the converse is also true: in today’s
chilzuch climate, .fiarents are not necessarily to blame when a
child strays.
Zﬁ A chassid visited the Imrei Emes of Gur and tearfully told
\ him about his son who had gone off the derech. Aside from
' the searing pain of seeing his son abandon Torah, this father
Selt that his son’s straying reflected on his own devotion to
Torah, for, as the saying goes, “The apple doesn’t fall far ﬁ;;n
the tree.” ‘

“That’s only true,” the Inrei Emes replied, “in ordinary
wind conditions. But strong and stormy winds can blow the
apples far, far from the tree.”®

When we appraise the world in its current state — with winds
blowing far stronger than they did in prewar Europe - we
find that some of the very familie . that have lost a child to the

streets have also raised perfectly fine bnei Torah in 7tW
environment. And we also find families in wdich the parents lack _,

proper parenting skills, yet all of their children grow up fine.
Clearly, success in chinuch is often dependent on many external

erfectlh
been chosen for the nisayon of having to watch a child stray from
the path of Torah. n
30
A_ltpough we cannot explain Hashem’s ways with absolute
certitude, we can suggest several reasons why Hakadosh Baruch
Hu may give this nisayon to a specific family.

factors, and even parents who do everythin,

" He’s Waiting for Our Zefillos

Chazal(Yevamos 64a) taught that Hakadosh Baruch Hu craves
the tefillos of tzaddikim, and He gives them challenges so
th\ey will daven to Him. Certainly, parents with a child who
is straying will draw closer to Hashem and beseech Him on,
behalf of their child. A struggling child may therefore be an
end for itself — a way for Hakadosh Baruch Hu to draw the

And if that was true during the times of the Chafetz Chaim
and Rav Shach, how much more is it true today? Qur children
face challenges that were unfathomable in previous generations.
Society around us has embraced immorality. What should

I3

child’s parents nearer to Him.

Emulating His Ways

There is a mitzvah in the Torah to go in Hashem’s ways,
which Chazal determine to mean that we should emulate

His middos - just as He is merciful, so should we be merciful,
etc.’

7t
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© awaifed them the next morning, as well, after they had
. sinnied. In the words of the Navi, 1wy 7oon by opb. WY 9 AR
oYY o7 nphy o oiPen Dy XY T T ovn TN vy

~ Even when they made themselves a golden calf and said,
“This is your god that brought you up from Egypt...” You did

not withhold Your manna from their mouths and You gave

them water for their thirst (Nechemiah 9:18-20).

£

Hashem wants us to develop this very same middah -
the ability to patiently provide for others even when their
- behavior disappoints us. He watches to see if we are as
tolerant and patient with children who stray as He is with |
us when we stray from Him.

When parents exhibit self-control, patience, and
tolerance despite their child’s actions and ungratefulness,
and they invest the-herculean efforts necessary to rebuild

. the relationship with him, it transforms them as well. Many

parents who have dealt with this nisayon can attest that
they have reached far greater levels of perfection, which
is the most fundamental reason we were placed into this
world.

3

One of Hashem’s middos is savianus; He is extremely
patient and tolerant’ with us, granting us all that we
need even though we don't always conduct ourselves in
accordance with His Torah. On the morning that Klal
Yisrael arose early t6 worship theeigel hazahav (golden
calf), they found the manna waiting for them in the desert.
Despite the fact that they were about to engage in a sin
- the consequences of which we are still suffering from
until today - Hashem still supplied them with the food they
-needed to sustain them through that day. And the manna
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q’ , Ascending '§he Path o 4 ;
If we are so very sure, why wasn't Rabban:
Yohanan ben Zakkai? On his deathbed, when there Is
only truth, he openly said, “I do not know.” Why?

At every step throughout our lives we facvef
another turning point, another parting of ways:

Because of the manipulations of the yetzer hara, the:

distinctions between the two choices are blurred:
almost beyond recognition. He presents the difference

between the right decision and the-wrong one as just -

a minute, truly insignificant discrepahcy. One option
might possibly be infinitesimally better, he tells us, but
the other option is not all that bad either, so that it
really does not matter muich either way. But this is not
the voice of truth; it is the voice of the yetzer hara,
loud and clear. Picture two parallel lines. They run
together side by side from start to finish, ultimately
arriving at the same destination. Introduce a deviation

of just one millimeter, though, and they begin to go -

their separate ways, until one finishes up at the North
Pole, and the other at the South Pole. What began as
a difference of just one tiny millimeter becomes two
divergent paths growing ever more distant.

(J This is why Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai said, “I
do not know.” He, like any other human being, had
been faced with a lifetime of tests, and each one

meant a decision. At the crucial moment, there had

-

been only a,:hair's breadth between the two pat
was only n(;w, at the end of his life on earth, that he
would discover where his decisions had led him.

%We must make such decisions in our own lives
as well, and the yetzer hara always sees to it that he
is actively involved in the process. He knows halachah
and mussar and even some Kabbalah, and is eager
for us to have his input. He explains why his
suggestions are entirely acceptable and definitely
worth hea'ng, especially since doing things his way
frequently earns a comfortable payoff. He is most
convincing, and very often, we listen. As a result, we
may one day discover that we have followed the
wrong path altogether, God forbid.

‘—‘D\ Watchfulness . Chapter Four
-

& Din VHesthbon

The Vina Gaon’s explanation of the term din

hs. It
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v'heshbon, literally ‘judgment and accounting,” offers "%

an additional insight into the exacting nature of Divine e

judgment. The Gaon and his disciples once walked — FET TR M e 1o
Past a noisy roadside tavern, where a boisterous

crowd was engaged in drinking and dancing. The
door swung open and they were distressed to see a
drunken Jew dancing happily with a group of
non-Jews. As they walked away, the Gaon told his
students, “That Jew will have to give a din v’heshbon

as to why he was not engaged in the study of
Rabbalah right now.”
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‘the term din v'heshbon,

The students did not understand. “Kabbalah?”
they asked, “What does a lowlife like tﬁ;t have to do
with the hidden secrets of the Torah? Certainly he'll
have to give a din v’heshbon, but it will be for gross
transgressions like drinking non-Jewish wine, dancing
with non-Jews, skipping prayers, and not putting on
tefillin. Who's even thinking about Kabbalah?”

The Gaon explained that this is the meaning of
the judgment and
accounting we will have to give of our every action.

*First there is simple din: was the action right or was it

S N -

AN s nobmm wn A oy b San » s N
DI npiy oibol

wrong? If it was wrong, Hashem then makes a
heshbon, an accounting of what we could have been

.

doing instead at the time we committed the sin. Ir

this instance, rather than sinning in a bar, the.

‘drunkard could have been sleeping quietly in his own
bed at home, a much more beneficial activity. Or he
could have been in the synagogue for prayers, whichH
would have been even better. In fact, he could have

been participating in a Daf Yomi class, or studying z

Talmudic topic in depth. Perhaps he could have been
teaching a Torah class himself. Had he really used his
time properly, by now he could have reached an
extremely advanced level of Torah study, and been
learning day and night.

Y He could even have been learning Kabbalah.
Instead, he was drinking in a bar. %

;* 'Dinis judgment for the deed itself. Heshbon is an
accounting of the wasted potential involved. Each of
us, in our ewn way, could have reached the level of
our Forefafhers Avraham, Yitzhak and Yaakov. On the
Divine scale, wasted opportunity weighs very heavily.
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qawn wika — She shall be consumed by the fire. A symbolic interpretation of
this punishment is offered by Kedushas Levi. When a man sins, he gives power
to the forces of evil. The only means of preventing these forces from bringing
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about disaster is on the one hand to burn away his passion for evil and on the
other hand to worship with the pure flame of service to God in Tove and

enthusiasm. (Gee the commentary to Deuteronomy 13:17.)
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