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Do We Believe in Magic?
What does Judaism have to say about sorcery?

1. Where does magic show up in Tanakh?

A. Vayikra 19:31
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Do not turn to ghosts and do not inquire of familiar spirits, to be defiled by them: |
the LORD am your God.

B. Devarim 18:9-12

,UX2 inQ1-i12 1awn ;72 N;{fgf-N‘? ' 10 There shall not be found among you any
.qQdni Ynmi |:].i_U):JT,D'Y.JQ|7 nop one that makes his son or his daughter pass
: through the fire, one that uses divination, a

soothsayer, or an enchanter, or a sorcerer,

WOT L,V QIR 781 ;02N ,nanl R 11 or a charmer, or one that consults a ghost
.0'nAn-7x - or a familiar spirit, or a necromancer.

,77221 507N NWY-72 ,'n nawin-'» 2 12 For whoever does these things is an

DNIiX ¥nin ,1'95735 'n,n‘g@' nayinn abomination unto the Hashem; and because
' .)"9n  of these abominations Hashem, your God is

' driving them out from before you.




2. lIsit real or is it just problematic behavior?

C. Rambam Hilchot Avodah Zarah 11:18

All the above matters are falsehood and
lies with which the original idolaters
deceived the gentile nations in order to
lead them after them. It is not fitting for
the Jews who are wise sages to be drawn
into such emptiness, nor to consider that
they have any value as [implied by
Numbers 23:23]: "No black magic can be
found among Jacob, or occult arts within
Israel.” Similarly, [Deuteronomy 18:14]
states: "These nations which you are
driving out listen to astrologers and
diviners. This is not [what God... has
granted] you."

Whoever believes in [occult arts] of this
nature and, in his heart, thinks that they
are true and words of wisdom, but are
forbidden by the Torah, is foolish and
feebleminded. He is considered like
women and children who have
underdeveloped intellects.

The masters of wisdom and those of
perfect knowledge know with clear proof
that all these crafts which the Torah
forbade are not reflections of wisdom,
but rather, emptiness and vanity which
attracted the feeble-minded and caused
them to abandon all the paths of truth.
For these reasons, when the Torah
warned against all these empty matters,
it advised [Deuteronomy 18:13]: "Be of
perfect faith with God, your Lord."
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D. Ramban: Devarim 18:9
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E. Shmuel 1 28:3-25

A , Y- 17-119071--nn 'menei 2 3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel
nl:nn 2'oN 'HN!UI Hali'al) 1m:1 had lamented him, and buried him in
Y)R'_\Yg--h':]”j‘f'_\ NNl Ramah, even in his own city. And Saul
had put away those that divined by a
ghost or a familiar spirit out of the
land.

Y17'| ;DY NY1IRDY,D'RYY9 1At T 4 And the Philistines gathered
un'nn ans '7mw' 7- J"IN 718y themselves together, and came and
pitched in Shunem; and Saul gathered all
Israel together, and they pitched in
Gilboa.

TN ,XY';0'AY79 NINn-NK L 'HRY XY 0 5 And when Saul saw the host of the
.TRn a7 Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart
trembled greatly.

nln‘rgz} D3--'N Y x‘rg , N2 'HNY 7% 1 6 And when Saul inquired of the LORD,
.0N'232 D3 ,0'HN2 DA the LORD answered him not, neither by
dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets.

nUx "1--Il’J|"D l"r:.v'r ‘UNY N T 7 Then said Saul unto his servants:
nmm ,nn '\ui'mu ,n-'m '\:)'ml :1ix-n'r.u:1 '‘Seek me a woman that divineth by a
AT ya D.IN-J'\'?.U:I. me '\3'\ "IN |"|:w ghost, that | may go to her, and inquire
of her.' And his servants said to him:
'‘Behold, there is a woman that divineth
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by a ghost at En-dor.’

8 And Saul disguised himself, and put
on other raiment, and went, he and
two men with him, and they came to
the woman by night; and he said:
'‘Divine unto me, | pray thee, by a
ghost, and bring me up whomsoever |
shall name unto thee.’

9 And the woman said unto him:
'‘Behold, thou knowest what Saul hath
done, how he hath cut off those that
divine by a ghost or a familiar spirit out
of the land; wherefore then layest thou
a snare for my life, to cause me to die?

10 And Saul swore to her by the LORD,
saying: 'As the LORD liveth, there shall no
punishment happen to thee for this
thing.’

11 Then said the woman: 'Whom shall |
bring up unto thee? And he said: 'Bring
me up Samuel.’

12 And when the woman saw Samuel,
she cried with a loud voice; and the
woman spoke to Saul, saying: 'Why hast
thou deceived me? for thou art Saul.’

13 And the king said unto her: 'Be not
afraid; for what seest thou?' And the
woman said unto Saul: 'l see a godlike
being coming up out of the earth.’

14 And he said unto her: 'What form is he
of?" And she said: 'An old man cometh up;
and he is covered with a robe." And Saul
perceived that it was Samuel, and he
bowed with his face to the ground, and
prostrated himself. {S}

15 And Samuel said to Saul: 'Why hast
thou disquieted me, to bring me up?’
And Saul answered: 'l am sore distressed;
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for the Philistines make war against me,
and God is departed from me, and
answereth me no more, neither by
prophets, nor by dreams; therefore |
have called thee, that thou mayest make
known unto me what | shall do." {S}

16 And Samuel said: ‘Wherefore then
dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD is
departed from thee, and is become thine
adversary?

17 And the LORD hath wrought for
Himself; as He spoke by me; and the
LORD hath rent the kingdom out of thy
hand, and given it to thy neighbour, even
to David.

18 Because thou didst not hearken to the
voice of the LORD, and didst not execute
His fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore
hath the LORD done this thing unto thee
this day.

19 Moreover the LORD will deliver Israel
also with thee into the hand of the
Philistines; and to-morrow shalt thou and
thy sons be with me; the LORD will
deliver the host of Israel also into the
hand of the Philistines.'

20 Then Saul fell straightway his full
length upon the earth, and was sore
afraid, because of the words of Samuel;
and there was no strength in him; for he
had eaten no bread all the day, nor all
the night.

21 And the woman came unto Saul, and
saw that he was sore affrighted, and said
unto him: '‘Behold, thy handmaid hath
hearkened unto thy voice, and | have put
my life in my hand, and have hearkened
unto thy words which thou spokest unto
me.
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22 Now therefore, | pray thee, hearken
thou also unto the voice of thy
handmaid, and let me set a morsel of
bread before thee; and eat, that thou
mayest have strength, when thou goest
on thy way.’

23 But he refused, and said: 'l will not
eat.’ But his servants, together with the
woman, urged him; and he hearkened
unto their voice. So he arose from the
earth, and sat upon the bed.

24 And the woman had a fatted calf in
the house; and she made haste, and
killed it; and she took flour, and kneaded
it, and did bake unleavened bread
thereof;

25 and she brought it before Saul, and
before his servants; and they did eat.
Then they rose up, and went away that
night. {P}




F. Yechezkel 13:18-23

18 And you shall say; So said the Lord God:
Woe to those who sew cushions on all
armpits, and who make the veils for the head
of people of every height, to ensnare souls.
Will you ensnare the souls of My people and
sustain your own souls?

19 You have profaned Me before My people
for fistfuls of barley and for morsels of bread
to slay souls that will not die and to sustain
souls that will not live, by your lying to My
people, who hearken to lies.

20 Therefore, so said the Lord God: Behold, |
am against your cushions with which you
ensnare the souls, [causing them] to fly away,
and | shall tear them off your arms, and | shall
free the people whose souls you ensnare to
make them fly away.

21 And | shall tear your veils and | shall save
My people from your hands, and they will no
longer be in your hands to be ensnared, and
you will know that | am the Lord.

22Because you break the heart of the
righteous one with falsehood, whereas | did
not pain him, and to strengthen the hands of
the wicked one, keeping him from repenting
of his way, to sustain him.

23 Therefore, you shall neither prophesy
vanity nor divine divinations any longer, and |
shall save My people from your hands, and you
will know that | am the Lord."
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G. Excerpt from Dr Richard Steiner’s article

“Disembodied Souls: A Re-examination of the Biblical Evidence in the Light of the
Katumuwa Inscription and other Extrabiblical and Postbiblical Parallels”

In my opinion, the key expression ‘hunt for souls’ must be understood as an allusion
to necromancy. The description transports us to a seance, in which a group of
female diviners, by means of mysterious cords and veils, tries to communicate with
the ‘spirits of the dead’. The latter are called ‘souls’ by Ezekiel.

The prophetesses killed the souls of good people, condemning them to eternal
punishment in Sheol, the second death from which even the inhabitants of the
hereafter were not exempt.... But they kept alive the souls of evil people to invoke
them from the Nether World whenever they wanted to make use of their nefarious
powers.

3. What is the issue with magic?

H. Shmuel 15:23
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For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as idolatry and
teraphim. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, He hath also rejected
thee from being king.’
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