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PARASHAS METZORA

ASHEM spoke to Moses, saying: 2 This shall be the law of the metzora on the day of his
purification: He shall be brought to the Kohen. 3 The Kohen shall go forth tc the outside
of the camp; the Kohen shail look, and behold! — the tzaraas affliction ha been healed from
the metzora. 4 The Kohen shall command; and for the person being purified there shall be taken
two live, clean birds, cedarwood, crimson thread, and hyssop. > The Kohen shall command:
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MIDRASH (VAYIKRA RABBAH 16:2) ON THE SEC-
ond pasuk of Parashas Met#ora tells the famous story
of a peddler who was making his rounds in the villages
near Tzippori shouting, “0*n 0o 1amb w2 |xn — Who wants to
buy an elixir of life?” The Tanna R’ Yannai summoned him and

asked to purchase the elixir. “Oh, people like you don't need * !:1"'11&‘: * TRV NIRON

this,” the peddler said. -

R’ Yannai persxsted asking the speddler to show him his
merchandise. Tt].e peddler pulled out a Tehillim and pointed to
the pestukim: 331w nivy aip Nk om? 2K DY YHET WK M
0 27 N0t vy, Who is the man who desires life, who
loves days of seeing good? Guard your tongue from evil, and
your lips from speaking deceit (34:13-14).

M “All my life I read this verse, and I did not understand how

to interpret it,” exclaimed R’ Yannai,
SR b i

'along and informed me that this:refers to a person who desires

life.”

Doesn’t the ‘eddlers message seem to emerge from a
straightforward reading of the words of TehTtim? What earth-

g shattering revelation had he found in these pesukim that the -
great R’ Yannai had not figured out on his own?
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ﬁ- 2000 RABBI FRAND ON THE PARASHAH 2
f you are like most people, you probably started learn-
ing the halachos of lashon hara from Sefer Chofetz Chaim
at least once in your life. What happened to you when ydu
‘began learning the halachos? Did it make a dramatic differ-
ence in your life? Did you stop speakmg lashon hara “cold

turkey”? If you did, then you are very unusual. Most people
never make it through a full cycle of Chofetz Chaim, and if
they do they never review it.

Even those who do learn the halachos will agree that
refraining from lashon hara is ege of the hardest things to
do, and learnmg the halachos just makes them depressed.
Why do we find Hilchos Lashon Hara so difficult to handle?
sBecause we_have a natural tendency to talk, and when we

learn Chofetz Chaim we get the feeling that the only way we /
can avoid lashon hara is to staple our lips shut. Since most of
us are not ‘prepared to do that, we simply give up on Hilcho.
ashon Hara altogether. 7

~The Chofetz Chaim was renowned for refraining from
speaking lashon hara throughout his life. Most people think
that the Chofetz Chaim was either a hermit or a very reticent
person. They reason that to avoid lashon hara as well as
he did, he must have-either kept his distance from. people
completely, or he must have kept his mouth closed most of
the time.

I want to tell you a secret. The Chofetz Chaim did any-
thing but keep quiet. Rabbi Berel Wein’s father-in-law, Rabbi
Leizer Levine, grew up in the Chofetz Chaim’s house, and

says that the ChdPetz Chaim spent most of his time speaking

with people but with all the talking he did, he never spoke
- lashon hara.
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Rashi notes that birds are part of the purification process of the
metzora because tzaraas comes as a result of lashon hara, and this

man, like birds, twittered.
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On the passul ;“l—I_a}sh_e_n_hblew_lnte his nostnls a soul of life and
man became a living being” (Bereishis 2:7), F Rashi ¢ ex_lams that
although the Torah also refers to animals as “living beings,” man is

still supernor for he was endowed with the ablhty to think and speak

ers and makes hlm a soc1a1 creature as phllosgphers describe. It is
also the means by whlch we can connect with the Creator Himself.

Halachah dictates that one must enunciate the words of Shema and
Shemoneh Esrei; we can talk directly to ‘Hashem, but only if we
articulate our thoughts with words.

With regard to Torah study, the mishnah in Pirkei Avos (3:3) tells

us, “Two who sit together and there are words of Torah between

them the Divine Presence rests upon them ... How do we know

. that Hashem gives a reward even to one person who sits and stud-

ies Torah? The passuk states, ‘He will sit insgolitude and be silent,

that although a person who studies Torah alone is rewarded, the
Divine Presence does not rest upon him. Only when two people
study together is there a give-and-take, in which words of Torah

are articulated. Such Torah study is considered “complete,” caus- |

ing Hashem’s presence to rest upon them. This is not the case

when one studies alone, for he has no one with whom to converse.

His Torah is in some way deficient, for it lacks the connection to
Hashem that is made possible by the power of speech.

One of the basic components of teshuvah is reciting viduy.
Chazal (Vayikra Rabbah 3:3) compare the recitation of viduy to
the soldering of two pieces of a rod back together. An aveirah
distances a person from his Creator, and the process of teshuvah
is what brings him back to his previous spmtual level. However, .
the actual connection — the soldermg — only™Comes as a result of
’ viduy. Speech is the unique tool
that creates a bond between mar
and God through tefillah, Torah,
and teshuvah.

SpeeCh is the unique
tool that creates a bond
between man and God Understanding this concept will

through tefillah, Torah, help us understand the severity
and teshuvah.” of lashon hara. Hashem created

speech, and He intended it to cre-

ate a connection and closeness between man and his fellow man
and between man and his Creator. A person who speaks lashorn
?aro is utilizing this powerful tool for the opposite purpose: he is

reating division ald causing hatred between friends. Therefore, “A
person who speaks lashon hara banishes the Divine Presence into
the Heavens” (Devarim Rabbah 8- 10). The Shechinah’s presence
is the ultimate manifestation of _closeness and love, but there is no
place for Him in this world when people use thelr power of speech
to achieve the opposite result.

he Torah writes; “For Hashem your God walks in the midst
your camp to save you and dehver your enemies before you, and

mx
your camp shall be holy, and He should not observe any ervas davar
causing Him to turn away from you” (Devarim 23:15). The Targum
translates “ervas davar” as “sinful words.” Sinful words — lashon
hara — cause Hashem to turn away from Bnei Yisrael. Conversely,
refraining from lashon hara brings down the Divine Presence and
gives Bnei Yisrael the protection they so desperately need.
(Alei Shur, Vol. I, p. 34)
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for he will have received [a reward] for it.”” The Maharal notes .
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In writing_his monumental work, the Chofetz Chaim was '

not trying to get people not to speak. He was trying to get
them not to speak lashon hara.

The peddler of yesteryear was the very symbol of gos-

sip — he was the ancient version of a gossip column, if you

- will, ‘As a peddler transported wares from one city to another

and from one house to another he also told stories about

DY DTN DT MY 1) WanwnY oI Ny gt
W93 MOKA wIwi NImn DX INTA TwnTen X1, nndwm nreK
SIWHT T DNM MM (ko m wn) 9N bW Yyapw ynapn
wnnwY T¥n 07X 93 M8a nayan mman Yy avaynaw 1% w R
WM SW AT TMINT DD DR TA0N DY KWW ROK Mwha
AT MIKYR Y ey 1 pwby miwn Xp1T 70w piexa pwoa

one homeowner to the next family he visited; most of those ~ T1¥1 Yy WY INIRD WIWwa KN YWwEN en omaw onn Yw
stories were not complimentary. A peddler is so synonymous ) . 9ow
with gossip, in fact, that the Torah describes a gossiper with ~ 7A¥Y 1083 DR WK OMITW K¥PI KPR AT prawa?
the same word that denotes a peddler (rachil), in the pasuk, X WYY 182 PANT W NN MR AT 9onm T Kawd
lo seileich rachil be'amecha — you shall not be a gossipmon-  “TAW” MW /Y0 WY My KOK /ym WO New” MK WK
ger among your people (Vayikra 19:16). TPIBY MyRwn 12773 Y7En My menaa 0YIR AW T amynwn
Rabbi Yannai knew the two pesukim in Tehillim that the ANy
peddler touted as a potion of life just as well as the peddler . IR 7TME DARY MK XYY 10D) L ATTAY TYMw KT TN
did. But Rabbi Yannai felt that in order to maintain purity of XX by mmaw Y 121 IMYRPNI 2P ¥ AT L("DBYXRY Ton
speech, a person has to live like a hermit. If y you live among}
people, you will inevitably engage in lashon hara. It is impos- > XM OTM DD OIKY Nupny [whn moaw momm .avwm maw

sible to run a business, or even a home, without occasionally ) {,nmn ny™iY Mwany rnowy MwH NX T YW Wy nx Tremn

TNYA 1 WIntwn ov1 InTaw Sy TepnY wr 7w Pt KIT 2Tw 3

e

. sharing damaging information about someone, herthought. SN2 MY WNWwTA wnnway UMK NI D) KT 0YIK
The peddler who came to Rav Yannai taught him a novel ™7 nx % wmbxn Zammw Mk amxa 9193 m 95w wek
idea: a person can go about normal daily life without speak- _ ’ JRD

ing lashon hara. It is p0551ble Rabbi Yannal was awestruck
%—by the.realization that if a peddler could know the importance

of guarding his tongue and refrain from speaking lashon » nep hw n o ¥y12n ' TR9 30 ‘

hara, then so could everyone else.
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Rashl states the’ reason birds were taken for the process of X2¥_¥IB INW? M3 W O™N PONN LKA N b R on b an b Tk o

ym o b arwa manky ']'71( AR 93T NEYY Y b SNl OIR MWK

purifying’ the metZora was because birds constantly chirp. Since

tzoraas comes from speaking loshon hora, which is a matter of X nmn oY >nna aw npb %> (3 21 "Yum) WRIY M0 KYK W PR AW AU
chattering, the metzora needed birds for his atonement., ‘ Apnen
S(Rabbi Yeruchem Levovitz commented on this that the Torah is R YoMY DK MR wYTeR 127 DR Panb Yo ar ke D KM
giving us a key insight into what lies behind a person’s speaking ‘¥ M0, T3 nwnb BIKS 7 PRw KW YO YTRY fn 9P 2110098 1

against others. A root of the problem is that the person keeps oy - —_— -

talking without thinking about what he is saying. Just as birds keep Rwyen ona 5 ) Iy, nrab Ynwib TIE KO “eee 1K) oK. T2
making noises, $o too is this person just making a lot of foise: A) W P MMbY A% XD M w19 mobea WK yIn Mo, o 3w
person needs to think about the goals of what he is about to say. ¥ MO, T2 Pwh NPRwaw BUYR YD AwEl DTN W M v W
|Bef0re speaking you need to ask yourself, “What is the purpose of /m> vapb navwm 1TV IR NKE 553 00 ngm b 923
what I am about to say? What will it accomplish? What-effects will ¥ 9101 ("2 17> 31x) "mR3w w3 ¥ 105 »15 702k ppr 15 by I

it have?” Once you get into the habit of asking yourself these ©pY B> nra pm 3w nvpya banwnb onxw nyTs 7 nran nm e

questions, you will always think before you speak. This will.enable nmhwa ym
you to overcome the tendencykof speaking against others (Daas ~ %M xaw v 191 ¥ OnvR KDY MR PI0BA KMP N me by ponw J

Torah: Vayikra, pp.109-10) ) : ™1 ROR finm 9N DEIPD PR BPMW Owd mbs BWR PORT WA W YT
J . - Trha un LY opa mwmﬁb na*n_pwsT nTRw D 70 Sarn (Pwa byya
Y Rabbi Avraham Chanoch Hoffman of Yerushalayim was a close SN0 ROR 21 PR — 2w Awn, Ana

Friend of Rabbi Ben Tzion Yadler. They would discuss ways they 2123 pria s N3N Y7oV B MY e mban 980 1 wwA AN

could work on self-improvement, especially regarding their speech W3 KoK 39 710 — 3771 hbw p1 X7 2w Mk o> am oon yonn v
at home. Rav Avraham Chanoch would say that when a husband 3173 92 910 /9 1272 TROWY ¥I0 111w N33 : K INLY IR 720 NMIKYD,
comes home and asks his wife, “What is there to eat?”’ or “What 3_02 97912 p7 &% nwe1an nwebwa xw biaw 0w ows umn

did you cook today?” his question is superfluous. Why do you need ~ X?v T 55w »1 ,"1ons7 7 nav axany BanR W (0 /7 your) 2002 waenw
to ask this question? Whatever has been prepared is what you will /2 Awy,1 nwbwa nviy 270 MM¥sn oPp 03 79 “BYN, 0v3 WIp3 kY AxDM
soon see. These types of questions can easily lead to anger and B”n% oW .wmn byB3 2w Dwww »¥w K50 X33 XM 0 M0,a §1 KD

quarrels. (Betuv Yerushalayim, pp.391-2) . . Jwnn Sy prarn
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" .=.194 O THE POWER OF X VORT
We would typically punctuate AnuITETpreT Uiese pesukim

as follows: Who is the man who desires life, who loves days of
seeing good? Guard your tongue from evil, and your llpS from

" speaking deceit.
Rav Nissan Alpert suggested that perhaps the question

mark should be placed earlier in this exchange, offering us a

profound insight into the root cause of lashon hara:

ovn yena Ry i, Who is the man who wants life? 2ok
21w nixa% oMy, He who loves days of seeing good.
We find many indications in the Torah that the root cause

of, lashon hara is not a failure of the tongue, but a failure of

perspect{ve

V wAnﬂe;ample When the Meraglim (Spies) delivered a nega-
tive report about Eretz Yisrael, and Klal Yisrael accepted that
report and cried over it, Hashem decreed that they would
spend 40 years in the Wilderness — yom lashanah, a year for
each day the Meraglim spent in Eretz Yisrael (see Bamidbar
14:34).

ll/ This puniéhment seems to be unfair The actual sin of the

few mmutes th should Klal Ylsrael be pumshed for the 40

days the Meragltm spent spylng on the Land which, it would

seem, was not a sin?

The answer is that the sin of the Meraglim actually began -

long before they delivered the negative report to Klal Yisrael.
When a person speaks lashon hara, says Rav Alpert, it is

because they were already determined to view the subject of /

their slander WIthI a jaundiced eye. The Meraglim only said
lashon hara about Eretz Yisrael because they had already
spent that 40 days tralpsmg through the Land seeking nega-
tive. thmgs to say about it. Had they been looking to see the
good in the Land, 7they would have seen it.

An obvious proof was their claim that Eretz Yisrael “con-
sumes its inhabitants” (ibid. 13: 32). Chazal explain that wher-
ever the Meraglim went, they saw people burying the dead,
but this phenomenon could have been explained in two ways.

The reason Hasfjem actually caused Canaanites to drop like
';Fflles while the Meraglim were there was because He wanted
them to be able to case the Land without being accosted by
its inhabitants, so He kept the Canaanites busy burying their
dead. But rather than see that Hashgachah was obviously

paving the way for their mission, the Meraglim interpreted the

frequent funerals as a bad sign that people are always drop-

ping dead in the Promised Land, and that Klal Yisrael would
not be able to survive.

~J The more a person views the world with a negative atti-
tude, says Rav Alpert, the more he will find negative things
to say about others. The Torah is telling us that if you desire
life, then you have to be someone who “loves days of seeing
good Only if you are determined to see the good in the world
will you be able to fulfill the next verse: 7o yn 7iwH Tv)

man N3, Guard your tongue from evil and your lips from; y

speakmg falsehood _ »
This incradible concept can revolutionize our lives. It is not
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necessarily the event that determines the reaction; it is the pre- .{

existing attitude that determines how the event will be viewed.

AN PY Pwh RDM (7 470 bun) meiw

This idea dovetails with a remez (allusion) we have men-
tioned in a previous parashah book. ‘
The last topic in Parashas Tazria discusses a nega found in
a garment. The halachah is that after viewing the garment for
the first time and determining that the spot on it might, in fact,
be a nega, the Kohen orders the owner to place it in quaran-
tine for seven days. After those seven days, the Kohen views
thetspot once again. If it has not changed in size, he orders
the owner to wash the garment and quarantine it for an addi- ‘
tional | seven days. If the spot still hasn’t changed the Kohen
declares it to be lmpu:e and the garment must be burned.
\‘L,The Torah describes the Kohen'’s third viewing as follows:
Sy nX Vg 7997 x5 T Vaia nx D237 MIOK 110 XM
The simple understanding of the words 13y nx y331 797 XY
is that the nega has not changed its appearance. But the Imrei
Shamma1 suggests that it alludes to something much deeper
What caused the owner to get a nega in his garment? ‘i»y, his .
eye. Had he been viewing the world with a positive eye, he
would not have had" negative things to say about his fellow

Jew to begin with, and the spot would not have appeared i
hlS garment at all.




3»
The Torah is telling us that as leng &s i1y nx 707 X5, the
owner has not adopted a more positive eye and stops seeking

he negative in others, he will continue to be afflicted with the

urge to say lashon hara.
oM
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The Chida offers a novel interpretation of this Midrash
based on a careful analysis of the pedd I's words. Rather

be fhe_translation

than ask, “Who wants life?” — which would
af.the words v 2 i — the peddler actually asked, “Ixn
QN B 1am5 v, Who wants (o buy an elixir of life?” ‘

T{x*e_r&e;_w\y“qqu ‘have _tl?fﬂ.ﬂ?_ Egyéﬂ Mtz)mtqﬁéw};eddler’s words
had he said that someone who wants to live sh,
Torah and mitzvos, says the Chida. But what he was actually

offering was “an elixir to preserve life.”

Nowadays, we are all aware of the preservatives in the
products Wwe purchase. Given the correct preservatives, you
can eat something baked a few months earlier and it will taste
like it Just came out of the oven — although jberhaps some-
what artificially sror.wl?ge§ervqtﬁiy'es are nothing new, however;
Chazal relate that Yosef HaTzaddik added a preservative to

to live should keep

the grain he amassed from Egyptian farmers to ensure that it

would last through the years of hunger.

What this peddler (?ffgred was_an ingredient that would
preserve life itself. )

Howso?

The Chovos Halevavos (Shaar Haleniyah Ch. 7) writes -

something that should give everyone pause:
When we ascend after 120 and face thefinal judgment, we
might be shocked to find that the balance sheet of our mitzvos

and aveiros do ngt seem to accurately reflect our lives as we

p 1975 105 3&
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This is what the peddler taught Rav Yannai, explains the

Chida. Guarding one’s tongue from speaking lashon hara

" goes far 'Bgilopq the typical mitzvah. While each. mitzvah

brings‘édlr)'epsqpr eternal life in Olam Haba, guarding onets

4 tongue preserues all of that eternal life by ensuring that he is

justly rewarded for all of his own mitzvos and does not lose
them to others because he has said lashon hara about th;m.
TO

“ - f
2 e

recall them. :
This will work in both d,i,rgctions:,.w‘gm_igmmﬂggmscﬁlyeg
credited for mitzvos we didn’t do, but also liable for sins we
dan’t recall committing. In the converse, we will find the
_—
balance sheet missing some of the mitzvos we did, but also
some of the aveiros we committed. .
Bravesty of justice? Hardly. The Chovos HaLevavos writes
that when a pers§n says lashon hara, his mitzvos go to the
petson he slandered, and that persor}’§‘ aveiros are trgn‘sfer‘_rred_‘
to-him. If we find ourselves credited for mitzvos we don't
recall fulfilling, the answer will be, “So-and-so spoke lashon
hara about you, so you received his mitzvos.” But when we
agk about aveiros that aren’t ours, the answer will be, “Those
belong to So-and-so. When you siandered him, you becama
liable for his aveiros.” ‘ o
The Beis Yosef (Rav Yosef Karo, author of the Shulchan
Aruch) learned with an angel referred to ‘as the Maggid. At
certain times in his life, the Beis Yosef was being verbally
attacked by detractors. The Maggid told him to weather these
attacks with equanimity, because in the Next World — the
world of eternal life — he would be credited with all their mitz-
vos.
Ir a similar vein, the C__l}o_vos H@#eyayois» writes that when
a gertain righteous person heard that someone had slandered
i, he sent that person a generous gift. “I want to repay you
for ymgi@,_which you transferred to me,” he explained.
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