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\a
n every generation it is one’s duty to regard
himself as though he personally had gone out of

Egypt, as it says: You shall tell your son on that

day: “It was because of this that HASHEM did for

‘me’ when | went out of Egypt.”? It was not only

our fathers whom the Holy One, Blessed is He,

redeemed from slavery; we, too, were redeemed
with them, as it says: He brought “us’” out from
thére so that He might take us to the land which

He had promised to our fathers.

Lo

The matzos are covered and the cup is lifted and held until it is to be

drunk. According to some customs, however, the cup is put down after

the following paragraph, in which case the matzos should once more

be uncovered. If this cusfom is followed, the matzos are to be covered

and the cup raised agairtupon reaching the blessing uzwa Wy, Who has
redeemed us (p. 176).
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nMmS MTAYNn AR — He took us out from slavery to freedom
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Leaving Egypt — A Redemption for All Ages

ok The blessing contains five distinct references to redemption. This is because,

B

herefore it is our duty to thank, praise, pay

tribute, glorify, exalt, Honor, bless, extol, and
acclaim Him Who performed all these miracles - I
for our fathers_and for us. He brought us forth
from slavery t@ freedom, from grief to joy, from
mournfng to festivity, from darkness to great light,
and from servitude to redemption. Let us, there-
fore, recite a new song before Him! Halleluyah!

as we have seen, the Exodus from Egypt is the root redemption experience for

the Jewish People. Thus, it contains within it the potential energy for

redeJtlon from the subsequent four eXlles Babylon Persia, Greece ‘and
Rome:

¢ From 1 slavery to freedom — This refers to the original Exodus from Egypt.

¢ From sadness to joy — The term 11 is used repeatedly in the book of
Eichah,'™ which was written at the time of the destruction of tTu: wﬁrqt Temf
ple and the subsequent exile into Babylon. '

* From mourmng to festivity — During the exile of Pelsia Haman’s decree to

Ao VILNA GAON / N9 w19

redeemed, the transition is described in the book of Esther as going. “from
mourning into festivity.”'¢”

«5N1NY ny1ayn — From slavery to
freedom. Thls refers “to yelzias
Mitzrayim .

««5 AW Yiam — From anguish to joy .

vals as great as Yom Kippur. . .”
26b).

5913 118 nbEXM — From darkness . =¥ From darkness to great light — The Greek exile is described as one where
to great light. From the darkness of they tried to “darken our eyes” by estranging us from the Torah.'® When we

(Taanis

Fad

This refers to the rescue of Israel at

the wilderness to the great light of the:

the splitting of the Red Sea.
«5 310 oy Sarm — From mourning to
festivity . Mourning refers to the af-

termath of the sin of the Golden Calf,_

when the people learned that an angel
would lead them into the Land of Israel
rather than the direct Presence of
Hashem. As it says: “The people heard
this thing, and they mourned” (Shermos
33:4). Festivity refers to the following

Yom Kippur when Hashem granted
them forgiveness, and Moshe brought
down the second set of Tablets. As the
Gemara says, “Israél never had festi-

Land of Israel.

5 T1PR19 Maywm — From servitude to
redemp[lon From servitude to for-

eign nations in the days of the Judges,

to complete redemption in the days of

@5 Yin w 1ynb NN — Let us say

before Him a new song corresponds
to the tenth plague. It is only after this
last expression of praise that we can be-
gin to say Hallel with “Praise Hashem!
Praise, servants of Hashem. ..” As the
Gemara says: “Why do we not say Hallel
on Purim? Because in Hallel it says,

ab

prevalled against them we were once again connected with the light of Torah.
Indeed the victory was and continues to be marked by lighting the Menorah.
~ And from sub]ugaﬁon to redémption — This refers to the subjugation of our pres-
ent exile, from whi W “hope to emerge into full redcmptlon speedilyin our days.'®
® Itis tnuly gn'iazmg tc%contemplate that the potential for the rederﬁptlon
from our present exile lies within the redemptlon from Egypt that we are
elebnatmg this evening.
(“ «b bt \‘\
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‘Praise, servants of Hashem.’ This im-
plies that Hallel is said in celebration of
an event which leaves us servants
solely of Hashem. But after the miracle
of Purim,.we are still servants of
Achashverosh” (Megillah 14a). Now,

as only at the tenth plague that they

were freed. Only after the tenth praise,
corresponding to the tenth plague, can
we truly declare, Praise, servants of

Hgshem.
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-~ At the time a Person receives a fc%/br Or salvation, the fe
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elings of gratitude and Kol
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thankTulness flow, ang the heart and mouth are full oF praise! H

im.pac_t is forgotten, and the feelings of gratitude begin to
spite of this, says Ray Avrohom Pam 2t”l, a person must ens

OWeVEL, s time passes, the
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ﬂ}e kindness of Hashem should remain in its original form. He should continue his praise ‘

poey
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‘gnstantly, as if the salvation had just taken place.

This was the intention of the Matriarch Leah, when she named Yehudah, saying (Bereishis

9:35), “This time | will praise Hashem.” She hoped that her recognition that she received
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more than her share of children,

should remain with her forever. By giving this name, the
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gratitucle would stay with her in the same measure as it was at the time of his birth.
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~Devarim (26:3) states, “That | am now coming to the country which
. Bogive us.” A Jew enters the Beis Hamikdash with bikurim several
/ Israel was captured and divided, and yet he states
! experiencing entering the Land in the present.

inspired do not diminish the feeiin

ed upon us.

This same concept is found in the formula recited when bringing bikurim. The pasuk in
Hashem swore to our fathers
centuries after the Land of
“l am now coming.” He senses that he is
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' ‘Hashem has taken us out of the afflictions of Eevpt s mi i :

s of thanks and praise for the inh

The familiarity has not achieved anything. This is the true recognition of the goodness
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Therefore, it is our duty to lhank -
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<5 Hold Open {he Gate! A"”ﬁf"

Rav Shimshon Pincus relates in She’arim B’ Tefillah an incredible %
sequlah to help a person whose tefillos aren’t being answered: o
When a person finds himself in a difficult situation and feels that
the gates of blessing are closed to him, he-should begin to thank
Hashem for all the good things he has in his life. That in turn will g7 %y owmn 5"y NRT wab ©M
bring blessings his wavl M0 WY YA mwsw e

Furthermore, he says that when something good happens to vl awyw T3 Tam w1yl
you, this signifies that/a gate has been opened before vou If you V YTR 01 PR ATORDRN N DpPn2
make sure to thank Hashem at that moment.for the good He has i mwy b D Ay o ov 2
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destowed on you, then that gate will remain open to make way for '
. more blessings. If, at the moment that you receive something good.
you don’t stop to recognize where it came fromy then it is possible
that the gate may close. You might even lose whafever blessing you
have already received.
"iRav Pincus remmds us that keeping the gates open is much_

sier than getting them to open in the first § 'S ing.

that draws blessing and salvation from shamayzm as powerfully as .

g happy heart. ‘ fv;
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. The Splitting of the Hallel .
On Seder niglit we divide Hallel into two, with the first part being ve-
cited now and the second part after the meal. The teason for this is that
the first two paragraphis relate to the Exodus from Egypt, which makes
them the ideal song to sing as we reexperience our deliverance from being

-
- 32
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e
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N25771 NN ,NOR D51 1T NV 1P DIDPPN DN P2 .71810 D5 WK 1NN
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gnslaved there, Indeed, it is interesting to note thatin tl'{é_fpdgm that de-
& scribes the steps of the Seder, the only reference to Hallblis to the latey

ND DN, D801 NXY XIDIDIND 18 DN TINID DTN DI SWAPND DN WIYTH NN

MTIND D220 VAN 72285 : TWHNN 0N 12101 .VWHY 59N NV Y K9 10

AL

part: “Hallel, Nirtzah.” Why do we not mention the first pa%t of Hallel ve-
cited after Maggid, just as we mention the second part recited after the
meal? : :

NI IDIRD 108Y AN NINAD 2PN WY OINN ,AMYD . AUTA NPY 1395 1NN 101 55N
U0V DD — DY IINY AW NNINA YY) ANV IV 1MW, D800 NY?
~v The answer is that when we come to appreciate these two paragraphs . 2907 NVHR Y1 350 NYIN NN POYASI MIN NN ON1Y XTI NOR 03T v
as the natural expression of gratitude over our leaving Egypt, then we will 231 PDNTINI DY DININ XY APV RN XIN IPMIARY YIRY 0 9Y APHN 1 PN IV s
realize that they are not actually Hallel in the vegular sende at all. Rather, - - 112 NO5Y DYN MR e Mt T
Yy are a continuation of the telling of the story!! Thus, they are included ¢ SR
within the stage that is called Maggid ™ ! /
How exactly do both of these chapters re]fte to the Exodus from
Egypt? - i e WP
The first chapter begins: “Praise, you servants of Hashem.” This reflects
the fact that on tlble night of Pesach Wgwere no longer servants of Pha- |
raoh, only of Hashem. Indeed, this is oné of the classic reasons offered as '
to why we do not say Hallel on Pun‘m‘%ver the miracle of being saved from
Haman’s decree. The Gemara!™ explaind*that even after we had been ’
saved from annihilation, we still remained subject to Achashveirosh and '

mes Sw ma new vpt 33
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thus were not eIigibleifor the full designation of “servants of Hashem.”
Thus when we say these words on Seder night, it is a reflaction of that
initial and fundamental redemption from the jurisdiction of Pharach to
that of Hashem.

The second chapter, as stated explicitly in its verses, describes the
events that we experienced upon physically departing from Egypt.1™

35’ X - - T DY YR 0MpR D0 13N 01w 1PES K5 I ,IT2 1Y WENY

This fui:;'damental dstinction has in fact been stated much earlier.on. Rav Hai N'?N ,B°0PT DY MBNNWHI NWYI IR 0w I8N nrwya ‘

Ggon was dsked what the reason is that we do not make a brachah before reciting v T v —. MPYRW oMb nTRa R LINR oIpna

Hllel on Sedet night, as we do on all other occasions when we recite Hillel Fe .
responded: “This Hallel is not said as a recitation, but rather asasong.” ' S22 PDW RY) Q_"’f?ﬂ W Wb novrvon D'ﬂf?:‘! DIWNT 02NN
" What is the meaning of these words? Isn’t Hallel always both a recitation , : v

7Y %on Pmaam by NTBR Nya RpUS YIm A1 ovon AN W
IPNR WK :

and a song? Rather, the Hallel that we say on other occasions is a recitation |’ RNPK 2117 (vn ~o n7x) 1MW INSW 113,770 a3 X9 19°5Y NIX aF ]
mmmemorate earller' miracles. The Hallclbon this eveningis a 301'1;1 that we 95'555 yoanws o o T e pE—————
sing in response to a miracle that we have ]ufs_gexpenenced -— going out of( - x

Egypt! : § (e gy IO LY 1w 9mb o 17°2 3010 MR
We now understand how we can refer to the 1w of Hallel as TN -— new, and ‘ '
et still refer to it as agsong that we will sing using the future tense 1oxn — and

. J 12 DDA AR PR APW N Y MMaY Dennm ux wRs 1%
we will say. Iwe havebucceeded in experiencing the Exodus as if it is happening N N - -
to us, then the Hallel that we are about tp say has never been said before! It is this J': 158@11”[]10 WIpnn a3 o™i Yw WY 1% owy 170 w nrw
new song over our recent redemption that we are abbui; to sing now. o Y2 MIPwh wRy by TIVPR DX 7230 71 AyonT L1InKRD. mprn o
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Let us, therefore, recite a new song before Him! AYTD APY / A new song

~

S 6ng results fromA ' The Torah tells us that when 'God’s gloviy manifes‘ted itself Song can Icafi one ‘

an intense feeling in the Mishkan at the c'onclusmn of its inauguration cere- o greater Spnrxtua! heights
mony, “The people saw it and they sang out” (Vayikra 9:24). —

R’ Aharon Kotler explained that a song of praise is the result of an intense

feeling of spiritual uplifting, brought about by personally witnessing and experi-

encing the immanertce of Hashem’s Presence, such as when “a fire went forth

from before Hashem and consumed upon the altar the burnt-offering and the fats’’ Now, after singing this song, all their previous sins were forgiven, and thig was )"

(ibid.). considered a new beginning for them.” Prior to the song, each episote of the

There is a certain power of self-renewal and re-
dedication inherent in the agt of singing out to
Hashem. This fact is illustrated by a comment of

Rashi to Shoftim 6:1, the verse immediately following the Song of Deverah, which

states, “The Children of Israel did what was wrong in the eyes of Hashem.” Rashi

comments, “Previously (e.g,, ibid., 3:12, 4:1), Scripture had used the expression -
* #The Children of Israel continued to do what was wrong in the eyes of Haghem.\ |&

On Pesach night we are obligated to “sing out” in joyous song, as the Gemara people’s turning away from God was compounded upon their previous incident
esachim 95b) says, interpreting the words of‘_)feshayahu (30:29): “You will of sin, but now, after the song, they experienced a “rehabilitation” in God’s eyes,
rejoice] with song like the celebration of a holiday (i.e., Pesach) at night.” This is  and their next incident of wickodness was considered a new, unrelated event. The
»ecause, as the Haggadah has just established, “In each and gvery generation one  question was raised by R’ Yaakov Kamenetsky of why thi¢’should be so. After all,
s obligated to view himself as though he has gone out of Egypt.” Having “person: . ip each of the incidents preceding the Song, the Israelites repented of their sins (as
l'lw@%js‘it were, the salvation of God, we are enjoineddd'sing out His - Scripture constantly tells us in these verses, “The Children of Israel cried out to
raises by reciting the Hallel. '”« God"), yet for some reason their repentance was not favorably regarded by God.
#How, then, could the Song accomplish that which repentance could -nét?

«
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In,Yoma 86b the Gemara tells Us that when one repents out of 2 motivation
based on the fear of God, his deliberate sins are then regarded by Him as if they had
been unintentional; but when one’s repentance is induced instead by love of God,
ten God actually changes his sins into sources of merit. The explanation of this
principle is as follows. When a person commits a sin, he is drawn closer to that sin;
as the Sages put it, “When a person commits the same sin twice, he begins to
regarditasa perm'Qsible act.” (It has been said that R’ Yisrael Saldnter added to this '
that when the sin is'committed a third time, the person begins to even consider it
a mitzvah!) This is because it is a natural reaction for a person to justify himself in
his own eyes; he cannot simply accept the fact that he is acting incorrectly without
first making a substantial effort at self-vindication. Thus, when he commits a sin for
a second time, this is in a certain sense a consequence of his first lapse. Even if the

-

first incident was followed by contrition, the repeat occurrence is a proof that his
repentance was not sufficiently sincere. )

All this is true, R’ Yaakov explained, when dealing with “repentance out of fear
of God.” But when one repents with complete sincerity, ““out of love of God”.—
thatis, out of a true, wholehearted recognition that his actions were totally wrong
and without justification — then he is granted a “clean slate.” If he does neverthe-

- less sin again, this is considered to be a new development rather than an outgrowth
of his previous sin.

Thits, although we are told in the beginning of the Book of Shoftim that the Jews
“\cLiea out unto Hashem,”’ this was always as a result of some catastrophe or crisis
that they were faced with. Their contrition before Hashem was thus motivated “out
of fear,”
a continuation of theirprevious sinful actions. By singing the Song of Devorah, the
people showed their true recognition of the greatness of Hashem, and were able
tQachieve the far-higher level of “repentance out of love of God.” Therefore, Rashi

* notes, the next incident of sinfulness is not described as “the Children of Israel
continued to do what was wrong,” but simply “they did what was wrong.”

This concept'may also be applied to shed light upon a difficult passa‘ge in
Sanhedrin 94a. The Gemara tells us there that God was considering making King
Chizkiyahu,the Mashiach, but the prosecuting angels in Heaven protested, “If
David, who sang so many song} and praises before you, was not made Mashiach,
how can Chizkiyahu — who, despite the many miracles you performed for him, did
notsinga iﬁlgle song of praise — be given this honor?”’ Why does the composition
artd singifig of songs of praise play such a central role in the designation_of
Mashiach, one of the most momentous decisions.6F all of history? The answer is
hat, as shown above, the recitation of a song by Israel is an indication of an

and when they subsequently relapsed into sin, this was considered to be

that triggered the fever must be eradicated in order for him to get
better. . : '
Similarly, when a person sings shirah, it's not a mere physical
act of saying words; it's an expression of the underlying emotions
in the heart. ' : ‘
*The sefer Bei Chiya suggests that this explains why the Gemara
(Arachin 11a) teaches that t shirah must be recited over wine. [On
all occasions in which we recite a blessing to praise Hashern — such
as Bircas Eirusin at a wedding, Bircas Milah at a bris, or Kiddush on
Shabbos and Yom Tou — we recite it over a cup of wine.]
Why is shirah associated with wine?
~The Gemara (Eiruvin 65a) states that when wine enters a person,
secrets emerge. A person is ordinarily inhibited, and hides the
emotions he feels in his heart. But when an intoxicated person loses
at least some inhibition, the “secrets” — i.e., the emotions that were
hiding in his heart — bubble to the surface. '
+Shirah and wine go together because they reveal a person’s
internal emotions.
L{: Based on this concept, the Bei Chiya explains an interesting
alachah regarding the way the shirah is written in a Sefer Torah.
° Egch shirah in Tanach has to be written in a specific style that sets it
apart from the rest of the pesukim. Shiras Hayam is written in a style
called n»wx »3) Sy Ay, résemblinq brickwork, because each line of

fextis written over a blank space in the line beneath It. Actually, a5
Rashi points out, there is more blank space than writing.

~ Why? Bei Chiya explains that this is becaﬁse of how a shirah

- ++ — 0N

develops. When we sing shirah, we are not merely reciting words that
Qur brains sent to our mouths; we are expressing the emotions in our

'hearts. The spaces in the shirah represent the emotions developing
in the heart, and the words that follow articulate those emotions.

But why is there more space than written text?

*Anyone who has had the privilege dﬁ; speaking at their child’s
bar mitzvah or wedding understands; this. We are so filled with
simchah on stich occasions that even as we attempt to express our
happiness in words, we know that we are falling short, because there
are no words that can do justice to the full gamut of overwhelming

undlerlying feéling of unbridled love towards their Creator, which enables the

people to achieve unparalleled spiritual heights. 3=
wLhis, then, is the kind of song that we are expected to sing on Pesach night

— one

emotions we feel in our hearts. - .
® The spaces in the shirah are larger than the lines of text because
the emotions those spaces represent are greater than the words we

wvhich engenders in us'a feeling of a refreshed, revitalized yearning for Hashem -

i

ind dedication to Him.

ﬁ [203] RA’BI YISSOCHER FRAND ON THE HAGGADAH

Moshe and the Children of Israel chose to sing this song to HASHEM
(Shemos 15:1).
Why does the Torah use the word v, which is in future tense, to
lescrit hiral had intt 5
- This grammatical issue prompts the Gemara (Sanhedrin 91b) to
cite this pasuk as one of the Biblical allusi Tachi ameisim
(revivification of the dead). The Torah is hinting t0 us that 1, in the
future, 1, we will sing a song of praise to Hashem for bringing the

But this is not the simple interpretation of’the pasuk. Rashi, who
writes (Bereishig 3:8) tﬁEMEfOOJ___S_egﬁg_.gpjgimng_p_ab_um\shel
mikra (the simple interpretation of the efses), interprets the words
Y2 e _as follows: W, then, when they saw the miracles of Kerias
Yam Suf, the thought entered Moshe’s heart that 7>v», he should

begin to sing shirah. , .
>F'Ilhe_b!\ahar_al (Gur Aryeh on this Rashi) elaborates on Rashi’s

comment, explaining that when a person’s heart is filled with elation, -

he has a need to express his joy in words. The song that emerges
from his mouth eriginates not from his brain, but from his _hearg;_
Shirah, Rashi is teaching us, is not an act that exists in a vacuum;

itis a manifestation of uaderlying emotions that have been generatei

5

in the heart..

have to express them.

T PN

v'.‘b(ln realify, however, we begin to write in the style of the shirah

from the words P w, which would seem to be a preamble to the
shirah. Why? Bei Chiya explains that based on Rashi’s comment,
we can understand this halachah, The words ¥ 1 represent the
hegnis of Bnei- Yisrael overflowing with emotion, which spurred
them to sing shirah. These words are not a preamble, then, but an
integral part efthe shirah. ' -
~We can now Teturn to the question of why we do not recite a
berachah on the mitzvah of Sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim.

The Mahardl explains that we recite berachos on mitzvos that
mnvolve some activity, such as shaking a lulav or eating matzah.
But the mitzvah of Sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim is not about merely
performing an action of saying the words of the Haggadah. The
point of this mitzvah is that as we recite the Haggadah, each Jew,
in each generation, should feel that Hashem is granting him or her
egedom from Mitzrayim. The primary fulfillment of this mitzvah is
notin the words we say, but in the emotions we should be
and we do not recite blessings on mitzvos that are fulfilled
in our hearts. ‘

@ But we give voice to those emotions as we introduce our praise of
Hashem.in Hallel with the words: PIZD DY DVY 13aY Ny, et
us, therefore, recite a new song before Him! Halleluyah!

primarily
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