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. When Do Things Fall Apart?

1. Chart of Shlomo Stories (adapted from chart by R' Alex Israel)

Rise of an Empire

A P19

-Shlomo marries Ny19 N2
-G-d appears to Shlomo at Givon, requests wisdom.

-Story of the 2 mnr

TP

-Shlomo assembles cabinet, organizes nation into 12
new districts

npia

-Shlomo's power, wealth and wisdom
-International relations with Hiram of Tzor (Phoenicia)

-Forced labor/taxation

Temple

(and King's Palace)

1979

-Construction of Temple

TPIa

-Contruction of Palace

-Temple vessels (Yam, 10 mnan/lavers, 10 mMn)

npia

-Dedication of Temple

-Shlomo's nYan

Decline of Empire ?

L P19

-G-d appears to Shlomo, warns him that continued na-
tional peace/success dependent on following G-d's
commands

1D P19

Power, wealth, wisdom (people bring tributes when
come to hear wisdom)

Forced labor/taxation
Negotiations with Hiram
Accumulation of gold, horses (selling to other countries)

Visit of NAW N25n and other world dignitaries

N P19

Shlomo's sin: Multiple wives, influence him to worship
other gods.

-G-d rebukes to Shlomo, outlines punishment
-Enemies of Shlomo (Hadad, Rezon and Yerovam)

-Shlomo's death

A pIa

-Yerovam vs Rechavam
-10 northern tribes reject Rechavam,

kingdom splits.




2. Chart adapted from Dr. Micah Goodman ("Moshe's Final Speech")

N p1a

SYral)

* Shlomo loves foreign women
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(1) King Solomon loved many foreign women in
addition to Pharaoh’s daughter—Moabite,
Ammonite, Edomite, Phoenician, and Hittite
women, (2) from the nations of which the LORD had
said to the Israelites, “None of you shall join them

and none of them shall join you, lest they turn your
heart away to follow their gods.” Such Solomon
clung to and loved.

(4)... and he was not as wholeheartedly devoted to
the LORD his God as his father David had been.

(5) Solomon followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the
Phoenicians, and Milcom the abomination of the
Ammonites. (6) Solomon did what was displeasing
to the LORD and did not remain loyal to the LORD
like his father David.
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(1) Solomon allied himself by marriage with
Pharaoh king of Egypt. He married Pharaoh'’s
daughter ... (3) And Solomon, though he
loved the LORD and followed the practices of
his father David...

* Shlomo builds n1na to NAr NMay
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(7) At that time, Solomon built a shrine for
Chemosh the abomination of Moab on the hill near
Jerusalem, and one for Molech the abomination of
the Ammonites. (8) And he did the same for all his
foreign wives who offered and sacrificed to their

gods.

* Temple not built, people worship at mina
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(1)... until he had finished building his palace,
and the House of the LORD, and the walls
around Jerusalem. (2) The people, however,
continued to offer sacrifices at the open
shrines, because up to that time no house had
been built for the name of the LORD. (3) And
Solomon, though he loved the LORD and fol-
lowed the practices of his father David, also
sacrificed and offered at the shrines.
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(16) Moreover, he shall not keep many horses or send people back to Egypt to add to his
horses, since the LORD has warned you, “You must not go back that way again.”

(17) And he shall not have many wives, lest his heart go astray; nor shall he amass silver
and gold to excess.

Il. Marriage to Bat Pharoh:
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(1) Solomon allied himself by marriage with Pharaoh king of Egypt. He married Pharaoh’s
daughter and brought her to the City of David [to live there] until he had finished building
his palace, and the House of the LORD, and the walls around Jerusalem.
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Rav Yehuda said in the name of Shmuel: At the moment when Shlomo married the
daughter of Pharoh, Gavriel came down, stuck a reed in the sea, it formed a bank (on
which Rome was built).

lll. Request for Wisdom:
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(9) Grant, then, Your servant an understanding mind to judge Your people, to distinguish
between good and bad; for who can judge this vast people of Yours? (10) The Lord was
pleased that Solomon had asked for this. (11) And God said to him, “Because you asked
for this—you did not ask for long life, you did not ask for riches, you did not ask for the life
of your enemies, but you asked for discernment in dispensing justice—(12) | now do as you
have spoken. | grant you a wise and discerning mind; there has never been anyone like
you before, nor will anyone like you arise again. (13) And | also grant you what you did not
ask for—both riches and glory all your life—the like of which no king has ever had.
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R' Simon said in the name of Shimon ben Chalafta, there was an orphan who grew up in
the palace of the king. The king asked him what he wanted, the orphan said (to himself), if
| ask for money and gold, he will give them to me, if | ask for precious stones, he will give
them to me, therefore, I'll ask for the hand of the king's daughter, and | will get it all,
similarly, (Melakhim 1:3) in Givon, G-d appeared to Shlomo in a dream at night and said
what can | give you? Shlomo said (to himself), if | ask for money, gold, precious stones, He

will give it to me, but if | ask for wisdom, | will get it all...
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(8) When all Israel heard the decision that the king had rendered, they stood in awe of the
king; for they saw that he possessed divine wisdom to execute justice.

9. Case of MmNt vs pNX» NTPY
(adapted from an article by Dr. Yoav Barzilai)

Parallel words: ,»vr5wn D12, Npn ,1p22 * Avraham's test commanded by G-d. Test
TN DYNMIY/DNY of MNr created by Shlomo.

* NN nYMm of 12/102

Child saved from death at last minute by
command from higher power

"Killing" child test of parent's self sacrifice.
* Happy ending in both, child returned to
parent.
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(14) Men of all peoples came to hear Solomon’s wisdom, [sent] by all the kings of the earth

who had heard of his wisdom.
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(23) King Solomon excelled all the kings on earth in wealth and in wisdom. (24) All the
world came to pay homage to Solomon and to listen to the wisdom with which God had
endowed him; (25) and each one would bring his tribute—silver and gold objects, robes,
weapons and spices, horses and mules—in the amount due each year.




IV. Building Projects
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(38) And in the eleventh year, in the month of Bul—that is, the eighth month—the House

was completed according to all its details and all its specifications. It took him seven years

to build it. (1) And it took Solomon thirteen years to build his palace, until his whole palace
was completed.

13. Temple Royal Buildings
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60 (70) amot long X 20 amot wide X 30 100 amot long X 50 amot wide X 30 amot
amot high high
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(41) “Or if a foreigner who is not of Your people Israel comes from a distant land for the
sake of Your name—(2) for they shall hear about Your great name and Your mighty hand
and Your outstretched arm—when he comes to pray toward this House, (43) oh, hear in
Your heavenly abode and grant all that the foreigner asks You for. Thus all the peoples of
the earth will know Your name and revere You, as does Your people Israel; and they will
recognize that Your name is attached to this House that | have built.
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...When Shlomo built the Bet Hamikdash, he asked to bring the Aron into the Kodesh

HaKedoshim. The gates stuck to one another (and wouldn't open). Shlomo said 24 praises

and was not answered. He said "Lift up your heads gates, and open your doors, let the
King of glory enter". The gates chased him to swallow him. They said: "Who is the King of

glory"? He said, "to Hashem is the glory and power". He repeated, "Lift up your heads

gates, and open your doors, let the King of glory enter, who is the King of glory? G-d is
the King of glory..." and he wasn't answered. Finally, when he said "G-d, do not turn away
from your annointed one, remember David Your servant", he was immediately answered...




V. Taxation:
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(15) This was the purpose of the forced labor which Solomon imposed: It was to build the
House of the LORD, his own palace, the Millo, and the wall of Jerusalem, and [to fortify]
Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer.

(19) and all of Solomon’s garrison towns, chariot towns, and cavalry towns—everything that
Solomon set his heart on building in Jerusalem and in the Lebanon, and throughout the
territory that he ruled. (20) All the people that were left of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites,
Hivites, and Jebusites who were not of the Israelite stock—(21) those of their descendants
who remained in the land and whom the Israelites were not able to annihilate—of these
Solomon made a slave force, as is still the case. (22) But he did not reduce any lIsraelites to
slavery; they served, rather, as warriors and as his attendants, officials, and officers, and as
commanders of his chariotry and cavalry.
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(27) King Solomon imposed forced labor on all Israel; the levy came to 30,000 men.

(28) He sent them to the Lebanon in shifts of 10,000 a month: they would spend one
month in the Lebanon and two months at home. Adoniram was in charge of the forced
labor.
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(28) This Jeroboam was an able man, and when Solomon saw that the young man was a
capable worker, he appointed him over all the forced labor of the House of Joseph.
(28) The circumstances under which he raised his hand against the king were as follows:
Solomon built the Millo and repaired the breach of the city of his father, David.
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(24) As soon as Pharaoh'’s daughter went up from the City of David to the palace that he
had built for her, he built the Millo.




20. Parallels between Shlomo and Pharoh
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* "And all of Solomon'’s garrison towns, chariot towns, and cavalry towns—everything that
Solomon set his heart on building in Jerusalem and in the Lebanon, and throughout the
territory that he ruled."
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.....

* "My father imposed a heavy yoke on you, and | will add to your yoke; my father flogged
you with whips, but | will flog you with scorpions.””

VI. Jerusalem as an International Center:
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(1) Solomon’s rule extended over all the kingdoms from the Euphrates to the land of the
Philistines and the boundary of Egypt. They brought Solomon tribute and were subject to
him all his life...(4) For he controlled the whole region west of the Euphrates—all the kings
west of the Euphrates, from Tiphsah to Gaza—and he had peace on all his borders
roundabout. (5) All the days of Solomon, Judah and Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba dwelt in
safety, everyone under his own vine and under his own fig tree.

110N .22

12T NINAX P12 29 2 TINN 1PN INIXT NNM 19 NN YK 1aYM ()

(4) But every man shall sit under his grapevine or fig tree with no one to disturb him. For it
was the LORD of Hosts who spoke.
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(4) When the queen of Sheba observed all of Solomon’s wisdom, and the palace he had
built, (5) the fare of his table, the seating of his courtiers, the service and attire of his
attendants, and his wine service, and the burnt offerings that he offered at the House of
the LORD, she was left breathless...
(9)_Praised be the LORD your God, who delighted in you and set you on the throne of
Israel. It is because of the LORD's everlasting love for Israel that He made you king to
administer justice and righteousness.”




VII: The Challenge of Affluence:
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(7) Their land is full of silver and gold, There is no limit to their treasures; Their land is full

of horses, There is no limit to their chariots. (8) And their land is full of idols; They bow
down to the work of their hands, To what their own fingers have wrought.

Further Reading:

* R" Alex Israel, "Kings 1 - Torn in Two"

* Dr. Avraham Grossman, "Sins of Shlomo": http://www.daat.ac.il/daat/tanach/rishonim/
grosman3.htm

* Dr. Yoav Barzilai, "Prologue to Shlomo's Kingship", Megadim 11.

* Dr. Hanan Gafni, "Reign of Shlomo - the Failure and its Reasons", Megadim 31.

* Dr. Micah Goodman, "Moshe's Final Address"

* R' Yoel Bin Nun, "We Were Slaves to Shlomo", http://www.929.org.il/author/23/post/
8121

* R'Yitzchak Levy, "Shlomo's Monarchy": http://etzion.org.il/en/lecture-79-shlomos-
monarchy-jerusalem-iv-house-god-and-house-king
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