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A Yew Words of Justification

Remember what Amalek did to you. (Deuteronomy 25:17)

At the outset, I would like to state that it was never my intention to
note down and make public all the various metamorphoses 1 went
through under the murderous whip of the modern-day Amalekites,
the Nazis, may their name be erased.

However, to keep what | experienced bottled up inside me, to in-
ternalize it without sharing with others the impact of what T endured
— this 1 could not do. On various occasions 1 unburdened myself
ta people in this city who befriended me and extended 10 me their
warm hospitality. One of the friends with whom I shared my impres-
sions was Mr. Hirsch Wolofsky, the publisher of the Keneder Adler
and author of several books, who suggested that [ write about my life
as a refugee. In the beginning I refused on the pretext that my writing
skills were too limited.

Incidentally, a few of my close friends, Torah scholars and edu-
cated people, were against me writing this account. They were of the
view that this type of narrative was somehow demeaning for a rabbi
who should be devoting himself to Torah studies instead of "point-
less descriptions. But | disagreed with them, and, encouraged by my
friend Hirsch Wolofsky, 1 went to work as he suggested, employing
my modest writing skills to ensure that our children and our chil-
drenss children and all future generations would know and remember
what the modern-day Amalekites, the Nazis, did to their ancestors, as
it is written, “Remember what Amalek did to you?

Nathan Nata Hanover, of blessed memory, who, by the way, was
also a rabbi, documented the ghastly massacres perpetrated in the
days of Chmielnicki, may his name be erased, in Tulchin and in
Nemirov. To this very day his book, Yeven Metzulah (Abyss of De-
spair, Venice, 1653), continues to be ysed by historians and writers.
[ told myself that it was in no way demeaning for a Torah student _
to fulfil the commandment to “remember what Amalek did m_you"
by describing at least a part of what “I, the man, have seen™ with my
own eyes.
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In all the countries in question, the commission activists were motivated
by & strong conviction that their survival made bearing witness a moral im-
perative for every single survivor, a “holy duty"” (heyliker khoyv) toward the
dead and the generations to come. This sense of duty was a comimon theme
of the calls which the commissions issued in the Jewish press for the purpose
of encouraging the larger public of survivors to join the historical work. For
example, Wc CZKH in L6dz of October 1946 argued:

“Remember Jvhat Amalek dig

Commission ing all of those, who under the German occupation were in
the ghettos, camps, Hved on the Aryan side, hid in the woods or fought in partisan units

(...} 10 hand over to the historical commission the accounts of your personal expericnces Ymw 1551 AKX mnxxba SRy

as wcllasofmhminthedmadﬁllﬁmeofthc(}ermmnﬂe. [...] The blood of owr
martyrs, of our relatives is still fresh, it screams and calls upon us not 1o forget! The
Jews of every town and village [.. .] who stayed alive are cbliged to report ali details of
the events. The surviving Jews are obliged to give 0 the historical commission pichures,
documents, community registers [pinkeysim), diaries and other items in their possession.
This is a holy duty for every individual. We hope that everyone undersiands the impor-
tance of this and Fulfills his duty toward Jewish history."*
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25. Maimonides, Laws of Kings and Their Wars 5:4,
writes the following regarding the seven nations of
Canaan: "It is 8 positive commandment to destroy the
seven nations, as [t is said: "But thou shalt utterly
destroy them’ (Deuteronomy 20:17). If one does not kill
any of them that falls into one’s power, one transgress-
es a negative commandment, as it is said: *Thou shalt
save nothing that breatheth’ (Deuteronomy 20:16). But
their memory has long since perished.” The Radbaz, In
his commentary ad loc, notes that the source for
Maimonides’ concluding comment, “But their memery
has leng since perished,” is the statement of Rabbi
Joshua in Mishnah Yadayim 4:4: “Sennacherib, king of
Assyria, came up and intermingled al] the peoples.”

It is, however, striking and passing strange that
Maimonides, in setting forth the commandment te wipe
out Amalek, does not add the concluding phrase, “But
their memory has long since perished” Thus states
Maimonides in Laws of Kings and Their Wars §:5:
“Similarly it is a positive commandment to destroy the
remembrance of Amalek, as it is said: ‘Thou shalt blot
out the remembrance of Amalek’ (Deuteronomy 25.19).
It is alsa a positive commandment to remember always
his evil deeds and the waylaying [he resorted to), so that
we keep afresh the hatred manifested by him, as it is
said: ‘Remember what Amalek  did unto thee
(Deuteronomy 25:17). The traditional interpretation of
this injunction is: 'Remember,’ by word of mouth; ‘Do
not forget,” out of mind, that it is lorbidden to forget his
hatred and enmity.” It would appear from Maimonides"
ﬁ&w&ﬁ&&ﬂ&&ﬂﬁuﬁ@axﬂum
seven nations have descended into the abyss of obliv-
iom.

“One may query: Why didn’t Maimonides apply R.
Joshua's principle that “Sennacherib, king of Assyria,
camne up and intermingled all the peoples” 10 Amalek as
ke did to the seven nations? The answer to this question
is very simple. Seriphure testifies that Amalek is still in
existence. Note what the Torzh states: “The Lord will
have war with Amalek from generation to generation®

al exercise of waging obligatory war

against a specific race but includes as well the
obligation to rise up as a community against an

the commun
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(Exodus 17:16). If that is the case, then it is impossible
that Amalek be completely destroyed before the coming
of the Messiah. As the sages state: “The [divine] throne
will not be whole and the [divine] Name will not be
whole until the descendants of Amalek are completely
blotted out” (Midrash Tanhuma on Ki Taze, end; and
Rashi on Exodus 17:16). But—where is he? I once heard
the following answer from my father and rmas

oses Soloveltchik] of blessed memory, namely, that
any natlon that msﬁ to destm% Keneset Israel
becomes, according to the y father
T T We Ko b i e
commandments concerning Amalek. The first is the
obligation to blot out his memory. This obligation
devolves upon every person with reference to an indi-
vidual Amalekite and is set forth in the verse “Thou
shall blot out the remembrance of Amalek”
(Deuteronomy 25:19). The second is the readiness to do
battle a3 a community against the peaple Amalek. This
fequirement is set forth in the verse, “The Lord witl
have war with Amalek from generation to generation”
(Exodus 17:16). Thus, if any peaple seeks to destroy us,
we are commanded to do battle against it when it rises
up against us, and this battle of ours is an obligatory
war (milhemet mizveh) on the basis of the verse from
Exodus, “"The Lord will have war with Amalek from
generation to generation.” However, the obligation to
wipe cut individual Amalekites, 2s set forth in the verse
from Deuteronomy, applies only to genealogical
descendants of Amalek. Now it is true that Majmonides’
ruling also includes the obligation to blot out individu-
als, an chligation which does not apply to any nation
other than Amalek, even if that nation seeks to destroy
the Jewish people {and this obligation is no longer in
force, since there are no longer any identifiable
genealogical descendants of Amalek]. Nevertheless,
since the obligation to do battle agninst Amalek as a

people would apply to such a nation, Maimonides did

not use the phrase “But its [Amalek's] memory has long

since perished.” There atill exists a category of Amalek

as a le] even oples have been

intermingled are no longer any indiv]
ites).

Perhaps the above is the basis for the ruling of
Maimonides in Laws of Kings and Their Wars 5:1 thata
defensive war waged by the Jewish people against an
aggressor is an obligatory war. Such a war falls under
the rubric of “The Lord will have war with Amalek from
generation to generation.” To be sure, Mzimonides in
his ruling singles out the war againat Amalek for special
mention [which would indicate that the war against
Amalek and a defensive war against an aggressor are
two separate categories]. Nevertheless, one may main-
tain that a war waged by the Jewish people against an
aggressor who seeks to destroy it still belongs to the cat-
egory of the war against Amalek. Nole carefully the
sugya in Sotah 44b, s.v. Amar R, Yohanan.
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The Holocaust 152

hik Lived in G
18.03 Man-Satan

Related by the Rav in the Tonya Soloveitchik Memorial Lecture on
“Purim Ideas,” Yeshiva University, March 4, 1974.

Who is Amalek [Exodus 17:8-16]? A man who personifies total
evil, It is a man to whom immorality becomes the norm, Who is
Amalek? Of course, it most probably was a wandering Bedouin
tribe. However, the biblical verse is quite serious when it says that
“God has declared an eternal war against Amalek, throughout the
generations” [Exodus 17:16]. I would say it was beneath the dig-
nity of God to declare an eternal war against a_Bedoyin, gribe.
Amalek will only be defeated at the commencement of the messi-

1. Rabbi Sol y from 1926 1o 1932,

anic era. No one will be able to defeat Amalek. The final defeat of

Amalek will take place when the King Messiah arrives.
So who is Amalek? It is not just a Bedouin tribe. It is not a

race, a-specific group, or a nationality. It is man who went berserk. |

Man who incarnates total evil. It is Man-Satan. Man can be cre-
ated in the image of God or in the image of Satan, It is Man-
Demon,

1 once heard from my father, in the name of my grandfather,
that Amalek is any people or group who are committed to one pur-
pose: the destruction of the Jewish people.! Such a group is to be
classified as Amalek. If one writes on its banner, “Let us cut them
off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in

remembrance” [Psalm 83:5], he aquires the starus of Amalek. The |

commandment of “surely erasing the memory of Amalek” [Exo-
dus 17:14] is applicable to him or to them.

Quite often Amalek, or Man-Satan, succeeds in his actempt 1o
gain power and to cause untold suffering to millions or hundreds
of millions of people. I believe that our generation has encountered
a few of them. Most of you are young, but I'am speaking of people
as old as I am. There is no doubt about it that Hitler was Amalek. I
am speaking in halakhic terms. Hitler and his entourage were
Amalek. There is no doubt that Stalin had the stawus of Amalek.
He too was the incarnation of total evil. I have doubts about the
“generous” Mr, Leonid Brezhnev [1906-1982; general secretary
of the Soviet Communist Party, 1964-82) and about Mao Tse-
rutig {1893-1976; chairman of the Chinese Communist Party,
1943-76]. I do not know. I have serious doubts about them. Intu-
itively, I feel that they are also the incarnation of evil and Satan.

1. For a detsiicd analysis of this view, see the Rav’s “Kol Dodi Dofek,” trunlated by
Law Kaplan, in Theolopical and Halakhw Reflections on the Holocawss, edited by Been-
}:mzlsﬂ Rosenberg and Fred Heuman [Hoboken, N.j . KTAV, 1992), pp. 98, 116117,
0. 25.

THE FIRST CRUSADE

THE ACCOUNTS OF EYE-WITNESSES
AND PARTICIPANTS

BY
AUGUST C. KREY

ASSOCIATE FRUFRISON OF NISTORY 1N THE
UNIVEREITY OF MINNRIOTA

GLOUCESTER, MASS.
PETER SMITH
1958

Moreover, you who

| are to go shall have us praying for you; we shall have you fighting

for God's people. It is our duty to pray, yours to fi i
Amalekites.”™ With Moses, wtz sh:;l Zzt’::nd unwug:::d‘g;:’d:ﬂ::
prayer to Heaven, while you go forth and brandish the sword, like
daxnstlxs warriors, against Amalek.” ;
ose present were thus clearly informed by these an

words of this kind from the apostolic lord, the ges of son:: :vu:::
bathed in tgars; some trembled, and yet others discussed the matter.
However, in the presence of all at that same council, and as we
looked on, the Bishop of Puy,” a man of great renown and of
highest ability, went to the Pope with joyful countenance and on
bended knee sought and entreated blessing and permission to go.
Over and abo\.n: this, he won from the Pope the command that all
should obey him, and that he should hold sway over all the army |
in behalf of the Pope, since all knew him to be a prelate of unusual
me(:rgibaud u}du;rtry. s ) #

usbert of Nogent.) ... “If among the chur
about over the whole world some, bccausi of pc:rso:n:slsl e:r slﬂtci?nd
da.sc.rvc reverence above others (for persons, 1 say, since grezte:- ;
privileges are accorded to apostolic sees; for places, indeed, since |
the same dignity which is accorded to persons is also sh(;wn to |
regal cities, such as Constantinople), we owe most to that church
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Biblical and Rabbinic Foundations 0

tantly into histacy, man . Hebrew thought cames o affirm his
hissorical existence despite the suffering it entails, and gradually,
ploddingly, he discovers thar God reveals himself in the course of
it. Rituals and fescivals in ancienr Israel are themselves no longer
primanly repeuiions of mythic archerypes meant to annihilace his-
1orical time. Where they evoke the past, it is not the primeval but
the higrorical pasz, in which the great and critical momencs of
Israel's history were fulfilled. Far from aempting 2 ftight from
history, biblical religion ellows irself 10 be sarurated by irand is
inconceivable apart from it.

No more dramatic evidence is needed for the dominant place of
history in ancient Israel than the overniding fact thart even God is
known only insafar 25 he reveals himself “historically.” Sent to
bring the tidings of deliverance 10 the Hebrew slaves, Moses does
not come in the pame of the Creator of Heaven and Earth, but of
The "God of the fathers,” that is 1o say, of the God of histary: "Go
and assemble the elders of lsrael and say to chem: The Lotd the
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob has
appeared 1o me and said: I have surely remembered you . . *
{Excd. 3:16). When God introduces himself directly to the entire
people at Sinai, nothing is heard of his essence ot atributes, bur
only: “1 the Lord am your Ged who hrowghs.you.ous of the Laod
of Egypt, the house of bondage” (Exod. 20:2}. That is sufficient.
For here as elsewhere, ancient Israel knows what God is from what
he has done in history.® And if chat Is 0, then memory has become
crucial to its feirh and, ultimately, to its very existence,

Only in Isrze] and nowhere else is the injunction 1o remember

felr us a religious imperative to an entite people. Its reverberations
ate everywhere, bur they reach 2 ceescendo in the Deuteronomic
history and in the prophers. "Remember the days of old, consider
the years of ages past” (Deur. 3217 3. "Remember these things, O
Jacob, for you, O Israel, are My servant; I have fashioned you, you
are My servang; O Israel, never forget Me" (Is. 44:21). "Remem-
ber what Amalek did to you" (Deur. 25:17). "O My people,
cemember now what Balak king of Moab plotted against you"

o K manx

Some say the following daily after morning prayers:
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Halbwachs thus distinguished between “autobiographical memory” and

“historical memory.”

The former concerns the events of one’s own lite that one
remembers because they were experi
T T

ETETCE 6 events Whick 6ne did not

Q—oﬂ)

enced directly, though it also includes ret-

PR i e

experience directly but around which one's

? {4 memory is oriented. For.insta.nce, you are likely to remember what you were
doing when an event designated historic by the group took place—such as the
.attacks gf SePtember 11, 2001—even if these events did not affect you direct
in your .md.n‘nduality rather than in terms of the group of which you are a mem}-(
ber. I.-hstoncal memory,” in distinction, refers to residues of events by virtue
of which groups dlaim a continuous identity through time. “Historical mem.
91” of ﬂl.e U.5, Civil War, for instance, is part of what it means to be an Amer-
ican and is part of the collective narrative of the United States. But nobody still
has"autobiographical méemory of the event. !

<
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it. ¥Six days shall you work and do all
your work; '° but the seventh day is Sab-
bath to HaskeM, your God: you shall not
do any work — you and your son and
your daughter, your slave and yow
maidservant and your animal, and your
convert within yowr gates — "for in
e eatn ihe sen and ol ot o ~TIY DTS YT Dpw
them, and He rested on the seventh day, '¥"aWT DY2 N3 DB.-’WL?"’?
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0 115) - ReMEMBER. This word  #i1 wp 1w - isof the pool form,!  ng) 2., mp ~ such as,
“eating and drinking," *s330 ', - and, “going and erying.™  \snp 13) - Such is its
interpretation in our verse: nywD oY nx Ton Mo 3% uR ~ Pay attention to always remember
the day of 8habbos, n3wh W xan ap ypo 3% [T BxY - so thet if you will come upon an

attractive object, prepare it for Shabbos.!

BEITZAH 16a

The Gemara continues its digression into discussing the
importance of the Sabbath meals:
’na - It was taught in a Baralse: 1p10 'wyw b vy vapx -
THEY SAID ABOUT SHAMMAI THE ELDER  ua3h bswe miy mp by
nyY — that EVERY DAY HE WOULD EAT N BONOR OF THE SABBATH.
How s07 ity mpmy Kyp - If BE CAME ACROSS A SUPERIOR
ANTMAL gny time during the week, nagh n K ~ HE WOULD
BAY: THIS SHOULD BE put aside FOR THE SABBATH meal. xyy
nypv Ny NYNE - 1 BE later CAME ACROSS A MORE SUPERIOR
animal, MAYY hy WP ~ HE WOULD LEAVE THIS SECOND ONE
for the Sabbath, nywxyy NK Y3IK) ~ AND WOULD EAT THE
FIRST ONE during the week. Thus, Shammai's weekday meals
were deemed to be in honor of the Sabbath, since the inferior
anima} was eaten so that the superior one be reserved for the
Sabbath. % nnwy nyn v 1E9 Yt b3k ~ BUT BILLEL THE
ELDER APPLIED A DIFFERENT STANDARD. He would use whatever
food was available on any given day, BbmY ee vy Soy -
FOR ALL HIS ACTIONS WERE DONE FOR THE SAKE, OF HEAVEN, &nd
he was sure that he would find a fitting animal for the Sabbath
when the need arose.™ b oY W W, WRIY - AS T
SAYS: BLESSRD BR MY GOD DAY BY DAY, M0

The Gemars cites s similar Baraisa:
201 1) kb — This was also taught in another Baraisa: nv
VYK WYY ~ BEIS SHAMMAI EAY:  nawhy 1oy 0% — FROM
THE FIRST day OF YOUR WEEK, prepare¢ FOR YOUR BABBATE. na
EpR Ypn -~ BUT BEIS HILLEL SAY:  ~Bb ov WIg 3., -
BLESSED BE MY GOD DAY BY DAY,
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according lo everything that the Ko- spiy oy | Djl:]l'_( ﬁ'l"“lt_d§ “73,3
hanim the Levltes shall instruct ou — qﬁn‘Un nn-qy 1‘”“: Dg]‘,n
as ! have commanded them — you shall ' 2% L Tor _mr
be careful to perform. % Remember what T gy-wK nx ) ="'"‘Pl."2 v
Hasnem, your God, did lo Miriam on the DONKY3 "ITI; Dﬂ};ﬁ :]",j’;lN
way, when you were leaving Egypt. e e
' When you hold against your fellow WR D3 TR

a debt of any amount, you shall not en- 113"3"71‘.5 Kan-K% TR NRE

ter his home to take his security. "' You KM YR YIng A0y UJU'? o
shall stand outside; and the man to ol ks A o i

whom you lend shall bring the security K T?'S Ky m_{_f.'l K -".g'f
to you outside. ?If he is a poor man, K37 Y ©hKOK) YD by -
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Coanx 1n o 5:; — ACCORDING TO EVYERYTHING TRAT TRE EOHANIM THE LEVITES| SHALL INSTRUCT

YOU. mp? g ~ Be it to close off, wotAry ox ~ or to declare definitively that the affliction is
impure, T3V 8K — or to declare pure.'

9. ITY5Y TN T MY WK Nk M3 ~ REMEMBER WHAT BASHEM, YOUR GOD, DIDTO MIRIAM.  pucy e
Yy — If you wish to take care PYIY3 TR0 kg — that you not be stricken with fzaraqs,? by
M’” 209n - do not speak talk. =095 o o] ~ Remember what was done to
P TR — spoke agninst her brother, Moses, ‘o933 npY) ~ and was stricken
with efflictions of fzarags,*
12003 03np Mot virp dvbow oyproD Tn mypos ob N FTED X '
nbsn D 0b >ro™ 25p3 ppd oo ob 31 ppY B N A
W1 0d oMb wop B omb 12 121 330 IR O'pIN DM L PIDs D Nor [
——> 1o "D oy onp bo0p (3) 11 2 B 12 ym B 2Bps o o
PO TD3 21p Hond , 0¥ %M 2p9pd Tobh > 225 26b bb »zr PID R R
o0 o0 b 1 (1) :oan podo TO3 M hano pied T IV
O3 98P opwre £0d 503 11 HM 36y 93wn 0370 B9 b
WM Py 2390 ¥ O7h s rh w0 hd gh 19310937 2 o
foe Hho 7> o PoY P30 PRy YD D DYTITR MED 5T Db

My e




MDD P )

ﬁ
Vil

byy 20 RMpDa 93 WATE DI YNNI 33 LpYND 17 WD mR AR 1 ()
REDY 97 D¥PD MK N1 KA LMK 250 pidw i nown RY R xnwd aba
SAET K91 253 mown RS goa phay TP wy TR DR M0 AT Mpda 19 7R3 W
1 PIsb Mnn MY phey heD KpIw oY DR 5ID3 WA AT RN M
apyb 20 RIGT S1YR 7D GAMAR B nban xapab TA0 R DT P mawa Tnnn
139395 11 MB0N DT NANG WU DR anmw 1w Py b hwyw m Rdwn Kéw
T2 AwYe3 1 ABY DR mnnb 1oz 1o 3w 1uY avy o o W Mt

355 W5 YRR 03 KR TN DUEN1 LMD 13 18071 Wb awenin? sl

Y91 PEY MR RAnw 10 ambib1 wemEs amen M YAk s opTE Pw iman
spsn %2 mbwdl BIR N1 L0 D127 MUY EMN S Ko RAw Men el anw
te gy v pRKa Yom TBRY o

£. Sawerm— (Lo bonat fh et
Cimn. = C 1Y

pboy w31 mx. It is not Amalek who is so pernicious for the moral
future of mankind but 7905 3, the glorifying of the memory of Amalek
which is the danger. So Jong as the annals of humanity cover the memory
of the heroes of the sword with glory, so long as those that throttle and
murder the happiness of mankind are not buried in oblivion, 5o long wiil
each successive generation Jook vp in worship to these “great ones™ of vio-
lence and force, and their memory will awaken the desire to emulate these
heroes, 2nd zcquire equai glory by equal violence end force. Only when the
divine laws of morals have become the sole criterion as to the worth of
the greatest and smallest of men, and no longer in inverse proportion but
in direct proportion to greamess and power do the demands of morality
grow, and the grester and more powerful 2 man is, the less any lapse in
the laws of morality is excused, then and then only will the reign of
Amalek cease for cver in the world. That this is the final goal of God's
management and direction of the history of the world is expressed here
afker the first weakening of Amalek, "I will utterly obliterate the keeping
up the remembrance of Amalck from as far as the heavens reach.” So also
in Ps. IX,7, the thought is poignantly expressed, that only with the doing
away with the remembrance of devastation and conquests will the perpetrators
of these deeds disappear A7 DT Tak!
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Because. . . it is written “let sins be consumed out of the earth” and
not “let the sinners.” . . . And as for Amalek too, the Torah stresses
mainly the “remembrance of Amalek,” when Amalek turns into a
memory, a culture, a lofty ideal, a sublime notion. . . . It is this
remembrance of Amalek that we are commanded to biot.
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Larcriny (Stecling, 3oo2) A FEELING
OF THIS BUSINESS

IN THE BUSINESS OF REASON
AND MEMORY, FEELINGS COUNT

Has this fellow no feeling of this busi-
ness that he sings at grave-making?
—Wilham Shakespeare (Hamiet)

I met Kerry many years ago when he first became an assistant pro-
fessor. We both taught biology, but Kerry liked to use a lot of mathe-
matics in his teaching. This upset his students, who believed that they
would escape math by studying biology!

As you might predicr, Kerry began to have problems. True, many
students were unhappy, but the bigger problem seemed to be with
Kerry himself. He was disappointed. “These students can’t do even sim-
ple math!” he would complain.

Over the years Kerry developed a short fuse for these frustrations.
It took little to trigger an outburst. 1 admir that on occasion I would
even avoid him if I could, just because 1 knew what was coming.

But | have to give him credit. Kerry didn’t give in. He just worked
harder. He developed a course to improve the math skills of biology
students. He spent hours with students who struggled. And he wasn't
unappreciated. Some students were grateful thar he cared, and he was
nominated for teaching awards more than once.

One day 1 couldn’t avoid Kerry, and he confronted me with his lat-
est story. But right away 1 sensed this one was different. He was
bemused and provoked—not provoked in a negative way, but pro-
voked into thinking.

“The other day I derived an equation for a student,” he said, “and
she seemed to understand it. But then, out of the blue, she floored me
with her question.”

“You know what she asked?” he went on. “She looked right at me
and said, ‘How did you know how to do that? How do you know how

to derive equations?’”
“She had me!” Kerry exclaimed. “I couldn’t answer. | just have a
feeling for it!” Then, after a pause, he went on. “And I don’t know how

to teach that feeling.”
Maybe I'm wrong, bur it seemed that this made him sad.
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19.11 Communicating Judaism

Related by the Rav in his lecture on “The Future of Jernsh Educa-
uon in America,” at the Lincoln Square Synagogue, New York, N.Y,
May 28, 1975.

The av zaken teaches the yeled zekunim how to act and discipline
his thoughts. We must devote a lot of time to teaching Gemara. We
are not just teaching a text but how to think halakhically, how o
conceptualize and to define. I want to tell you that as far as lomdut
is concerned, American Jewish children are very bright and bril-
liant. Sometimes I do not believe my own eyes when I consider
their fantastic accomplishments. 1 am speaking from experience,
because I have been 2 melamed of Gemara my entire adult Iife.

However, besides teaching the yeled zekunim discipline, the
av zaken teaches him something else—the romance of Yahadur,
He teaches the chiid how to experience and feel Yahadut. Yahadut
15 not only discipline. Yes, we start with that, to discipline the child
on all levels, on the physical level, on the social level, on the emo-
vonal level, and on the intellectual level. Above all, be teaches the
chuld how to experience Yahadurt, how to feel Yahadut. That is what
my melamed taught me.

A Jew is not only supposed 10 know what Yakadut m:::_ml. for
and to have knowledge of 539& he js also called upon 10 G.Bn'..
rience Yahadut, to live it, and to somehow engage in a_romance
with the Almighty Knowing about Yahadut is not enough; it is a
norm to be implemented and experienced. It is to be fived and
enjoyed. It is a great drama which the yeled zekunim must act out
after observing the av zaken.

Studying the Torah she-ba’al peh, the Oral Tradition, and
complying with its precepts are the greatest pleasures a person can
have. It is an exciting and romantic adventure. It is the most
cleansing and purging experience a human being can experience.
The av zaken teaches the veled zekunim how to live and to feel
Yahadut,

Let me make an admission here; I will confide in you. This is

the toughest of all jobs, the most difficult of all tasks. I know fFom

my own experience how difficult it_is. ] am not I_H|n..nm.uz I am far
from being modest. I know that [ am a good

od teacher. I'can teach

halakhah. I can explain the most mwm.ﬂ._..wﬁ concepts. I can popular-

= T —

ize_the most complex_talmudi te_and_break It down into its
component parts. I can explain and elucidate abstract ideas.

For instance, before Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur I used
to study with my students (your rabbi [Rabbi Stephen Riskin] can
confirm this) the halakhot pertaining to the Yomim Noraim [Days
of Awe]. From time to time I would reach out for the aggadah or
for philosophical ideas with which to elucidate the philosophy of
those solemn festivals. If necesssary ! would also introduce 2 mod-
ern idiom in order to explain certain aspects of the sanctity of
these holy days [Kedushat ha-Yom]. Al these tricks I know.
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Jw.mﬂ|o=.n mmmh._uwlcn. ot mastered. One thing I cannot do to

perfection is to teil my students how 1 felt on Rosh Hashanah
Yom ha-Kippurim when I was their age, The emotions I experi-_
enced, and not what I knew about it. T knew a lot, 2nd they know a
tot." But'what T félt on these days! How | lived it! Tam unable to
share with them what | experienced, for :._mnu:mm, “when the
shaliakh tzibbur [cantor] used to chant and sing: Veha-kohanim
veha-am haomdim ba-azarah [“When the priests and the people
who were standing in the Temple court”; from the Avodah, the
procedure of the Temple service, which is recited as patt of the
Musaf of Yom Kippur; High Holiday FPrayer Book, trans. Philip
Birnbaum, p. 816]. If you know the melody, you will agree thar
there is so much nostalgia, so much longing and melancholy in
this rune, in the melody of Veha-kohanim vehaz-am haomdim ba-
azarah. I felt as if I had been transferred in time and space into a
different world. I felt that I was j i [Holy Tem-
ple]. How can I explain this to my students? I can tell them about
it but I cannot pass on my experiences to them!

Or how can I pass on the emot idrej
when the congregation responded amen to the chanting of the
Shehehiyanu blessing. It is difficult to transfer experiences and not
just concepts; to give over themes and not Just numbers. To pass
on ».nn.m:m.mw to tell nl_...m story of both inner restlessness and ummmlb.mw.
to relate the narrative of joy and awe, of trepidation and at the
same time equanimity in one’s heart, one must not use words.
Words cannot explain it. Instead an unusual medium must be uti-
lized: silence. That melamed of old in my heder knew how 1o pass
on his emotional acquisitions, his ecstatic experiences, and his
mystical outlook on life. He knew how to pass this on 10 his pupils
without saying a single word,

of course these experiences can only be passed op in the fash-

ion that one Mnuﬁlmlm-mw.mwmm.nocm illness. How do you commu-
nicate a disease? EE And contact is the secret of
Ppassing on the experiences of Yahadut, The skill of somehow com-
municating with the soul of the erson is not through th p
word but through the art of u:n:Wn. e -poken
.H.moincn_., it is very difficult. T have not entirely succeeded in
passing on this part of Yahadut. But your teachers in your high
school will. They will be more successful. They will arrange the

rendezvous berween the av zaken and the yeled zekunim.
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