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The verse in the Megillah describes Haman'’s plans for annihilating

the Jewish People as follows:

b obe.. o Y3 ng Taxs ¥ a b Toynb
To destroy, murder, and eradicate all 5f the Jews...and to plun-
der their possessions.®

In order to understand the connotation of these multiple terms,
the Vilna Gaon prefaces by noting that, in the broadest sense, man’s
existence is comprised of four component parts:

» His body
* His physical life-force, known as nefesh
* His spiritual soul, known as neshamah

» His possessions
®
Haman'’s plan had four aspects to it because his goal was to annihi-

late all four of these elements within the Jewish People:

* Tnwn—to destroy: the term shmad refers to spiritual destruc-
tion, relating to the area of neshamah. With the destruction
of the Jewish People, their spiritual endeavors would likewise
cease.

* an%—to murder: this refers to physically killing them and

terminating their nefesh life-force.

* TaKY—to eradicate: Even after having killed them, Haman fur-
ther wished to remove any trace of their physical existence, so
that no remnant would remain of them—in any form.*

* m% o%wi—and to plunder their possessions: Their assets
would be possessed by others and absorbed into the ownership
of the general populace. This was so that their name would dis-
appear completely and would not even remain as “the former
owners of these possessions.”
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Once we appreciate the full extent of Haman's plan for our destruc-
tion, we then come to appreciate that our celebration over his failure
should likewise reflect these four areas—and indeed it does. Each of
the mitzvos of Purim celebrates the miracle that occurred concerning

that particular area:

* Megillah reading corresponds to Haman’s plan to destroy our
R spirituality, which derivés from following the Torah the Sages
instituted a Torah reading that recounts the miracle of Purim.

* Feasting corresponds to his plan to destroy our physical bodies;
we have a feast that indulges and promotes our physical existence.

* Rejoicing corresponding to his plan to murder us. There is a
mitzvah to rejoice, and the happier a person is, the more alive
he is; hence the greatest way to express Haman’s failure to kill
us is through rejoicing.

° Gifts correspond to Haman’s wish to remove the notion of
Jewish ownershlp We celebrate his failure by ‘expressing our
ownership of our possessions in the most “productive and
meaningful way—by gifting them to friends and those who are
in need: mishlo‘ach manos and matanos levyonim.
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o1t 193p1 M — The Jews confirmetand

undertook upon themselves (Esther 9:27).

@Vhe Gemara (Shabbos 88a) says that_at the time of
Matan Torah on Har Sinai, Hashem uprooted the great
mountain and covered the Jewish people like an _upside-

down barrel and said, ° Lf you accept the Torah, fine, but if not, there
will be your grave.” R’ Acha bar Yaakov asks, it seems that the
Jews were coerced into accepting the Torah (and therefore should
not be held accountable if they fail to uphold it). The Gemara
answers that they willingly accepted it again in the days of Achash-
~ verosh, as the:pasuk (Esther 9: 27) says, The Jews conf rme& and
undertook upon themselves. This means that in the days of Achash-

verosh they confi firmed th th it Wthh they had already . undertaken in...

Hashem .fQUD@km.Q the great nes (miracle) of Purim.
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Rote The Prophet Yeshayahu protésts this, when he says, ,
Mitzvos™  “Their fedr of Me was like a human command performed _mmw T m-nn‘;m v JDM
by rote.”® Yeshayahu's protest is not just over the fact » 2 ”m'”'-u mmm
that people perform mitzvos by rote. He says, “Their fear of Me.” 00,10 ) ”V’WMM 7R NN PR?
He is talking about their yiras Shamayim! Even a person’s fear of n’}?gg:_.?y_-!g? PR NI ANR ,Innon 'mmm;,
Heaven can be I.ay rote. It can be out of bablt, without tHought. ?),1 SV 5om Ty hm yom nm J'lm';vmm .
Our perception of Hashem, of the siddur and the Chumash, £Im D5 noann L. =2 120 DAy -
is that of a five-year-old-child. This is indeed “those who are far.” INRY T8 233 IMR_ RN Jnvwn bacl
It is serving Hashem from a distance of thirty years, from the “!5:1]173 Rl D’U'”'m m"mDU P oy o D on g ¢
time we first came to know Him. Only someone who “recently . ] RRh ]"J’ZDD ons X oR oy
drew close to Hashem,” who just now renewed himself, is . : — =
among “those who are close.” MR2AM WO P % wIN van wmK ™mon e w1
. Here are some more examples: Every Shabbos we recite the » ) o > bmw’ 5595 '“’)W 7”3_’_“”
Nishmas praver. If we would pay careful attention to the words 4q
we are saying, we would be filled with inner excitement.
The Chafetz Chaim once asked someone if he noticed that in "’DN 12NN DR RN 5P ATYM npmY oD 'mﬁ:n

‘m'n n:nv x‘m 'n:u 2 NIOM MY NNON NRMIT DRI ,0en
R mr1 S K RIW 2 713 Y 0N Y9 pwIng N nnpn

@eﬂHatov veHameitiv blessing of Birkas HaMazcn, we are asking
for no less than fifteen different things. R

Are we aware of what we are saying? It goes like this: “May VhR 12O VYR MYY) DONX YAV 1M ohmn ohath
He bestow upon us forever, for grace (1), for kindness (2) and . :;»»i\‘, 1oV MY 11 vy RY on :"iwm
f@r mercy (3), for relief (4), rescue (5) and success (6), blessing
(7) — the word berachah stems from the word bereichah, “pool,”

IR NXP 9NV 10PN YITN VPR oYV nywa Har },

denoting abundance) and salvation (8), consolation (9), subsiﬁ IN"apn MR 7 NN mMRY Snon ®n T Jmannd nTrh
tence (10) and livelihood (11 — even if a person has a subsisteri_z, _ RN P3P MO A MY ,navh Yv mwTinnn 1o
he does not necessarily have the means for his own livelihood), w nNoYIV T N3%M noynann Madnw Nrwn DNY "0 ONM
and mercy (12) and life (13) and peace (14),_and everything gogd 1“]’3 nmj’ﬂnun 5 n‘m»n ﬂﬁj’wb —— \D’ D e now

(L) And may He never cause us to lack any goodness . wm: B
Did we notice all these requests? If not, it*s because we got « : -~ ! w P

into the habit of reciting Birkas HaMazon when we were still in Nk ';y Tann 7-, RY - D'?'m RO umn 9NY - 1M~

preschool. 33 myy nx wnn DIR 52 D) R9R 1w 8 21pna 2w uni
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.. So we see that Haman, Amalek and what Purim means
all begin in the Garden at the very beginning of the human
experience. It is man’s own action which brings Amalek into
existence, and it is to be our actions which must vanquish
him ultimately. On Purim we read the Megillah of Esther,
that scroll which represents the hiddenness of Hashem’s
management of the world. The very word “Esther” means
“hidden”; when the gemara asks “Where is Esther’s name
found in the Torah?” it answers: “From the verse 'Va'anochi
hastir astir panai...- And I shall surely hide My face.. S
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~ And it is just because of this hiddenness that we can
and must exert ourselves to reveal the Divine hand. When
the Jews at the time of Purim were faced with events which
could easily have been perceived as mere coincidence and
yet chose to see that Hand within those events, that was a .

deep and real acceptance of Torah. At Sinai, Torah was n1A00I NWITPA N NMna mpowa
obvious, no effort was needed to perceive the Divine, and in Aws TNON) WITAA P13 79 9V ‘1?(3731

a sense the human role was secondary. At Purim the Divine ; ’?_'[17'_3__31?&_]Qﬂ,,,}?}?}],}?gﬂﬂyi_-&lﬁ_
wasfar from obvious, and that js why the Jewish people’s . IR YR 2mMAa TYnn 010 Y 217 v

acceptance of Hashem's rule then was, in the same sense,
more meaningful. :

Amalek’s defeat at the time of Moshe and Yehoshua
was great, but Haman's defeat at the time of Esther was
greater.- To_see the light when it is overpowering is not
difficult; to cause the light to shine when darkness seems

overpowering is heroic. Purim is the time of masks; Hashem

SIRT (-1 5 han) MK N_An Yvi
a oowh LR 71wl nnRe
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A991 AYW AMIKAW 1079021 v
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12 T11IPna At nMwnn HYonw AT

TIon11,131P2 D°1IN0 P 100 mn *
has gone_into_hiding in ]ewi.sh history, He has donned a R Ty T 9P PInsyn vin
mask. But He is not distant; if one is distant he does not need T TR MK, 9193 ANK 1’NXKXT;\*

a mask to avoid being identified, the distance achieves that.\ S —————— ’X’:T{S )
No, a mask is necessary when one is very close and yet R SRR -
wishes to remain hidden. ’ ‘ :
* The world is His mask; nature hides His Presence. But, RIWa AR 07X Y37 b nrm” ~
this same world, this same nature, needs only to be peeled W X Y'M1 TRR XM .
back to reveal its Source. The ordeal is doubt; all may appear ‘ » ]
coincidental, and the Amalek ideology may be found inthe nAWnR Y1PDN1 NPT AN MW rrya
culture of today — nothing has absolute meaning or value, all 7YY IRWNY NI PRY IR DY
is accident. The mask is_heavy and convincing. But that P, ora T PTHU} oipn_7om 210
shégl’dwxjvqg_de—:trermus from our function, the function of © 9127 19N PRV, TRA ANy noyiny 17
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