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them with gold, and the Table shall be carried through them. 2 You shall make its dishes, its
-spoons, its shelving-tubeg, and its pillars, with which it shall be eovered; of pure gold shall you
make them. 3° On the Table shall you place show-bread before Me, always.

@You shall make a Menorah of pure gold, hammered out shall the Menorah be made, its
Base, its shaft, its cups, its knobs, and its blossoms shall be [hammered] from it. 32 Six
branches shall emerge from its sides, three branches of the Menorah from its one side and
three branches of the Menorah from its second side; 33 three cups engraved like almonds on
the one branch, a knob and a flower; and three cups engraved like almonds on the next
branch, a knob and a flower — so for the six branches that emerge from the Menorah. 3¢ And
on the Menorah shall be four cups, engraved like almonds, its knobs and its flowers. 35 A knob
shall be under two of the branches from it, a knob under two of the branches from it, and a
knob under two of the branches from it — for the six branches emerging from the Menorah.

— ———
% Their knobs and branches shall be of it; all of it a single hammere-l piece of pure gold. 37 You

Menorah’s illumination was created by man-made wicks, oil,
and flame, so the Oral Torah is man’s contribution to the
Igrah itself (R’ Gedaliah Schoir).
3 1. nwy'n mypn — Hammered out shall . . . be made. Al-
ough the Menorah consisted of many shapes and forms, all
of them had to be hammered from the same ingot; nothing
could be made separately and then attached. Midrash
Tanchuma teaches that so difficult was this feat that Moses
could not visualize how the Menorah should appear, so God
showed him a Menorah of fire. Even then, Moses despaired
of actually being able to make it properly, whereupon God
instructed him to throw the ingot into a fire — and the com-
pleted Menorah emerged (Rashi). That this miracle occurred

. is suggested by the term shall be made, rather than you shall

make, indicating that the Menorah came into being without
human intervention.

Gur Aryeh explains that once God showed Moses how the
Menorah was to be made, he actually began to make it —
otherwise, what was the purpose of the commandment and

~the demonstration? — but then God assisted him, so that:

process of crafting it, the work was completed miraculously

shall make its lamps seven; he shall kindle its lamps so as to glve light toward its face. 8 Jts (Xhen the ingot was cast into thé fire as part of the normal

tongs and its spoons shall be of pure gold. 3 Of a talent of pure gold shall he make it, with all
ee and make, according to their form that you are shown on the mountain,

these vessels
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Rebbi Yossi the son of Rebbi Yehudah said: An Aron of fire, and
a Shulchan of fire, and a Menorah of fire descended from Heaven
and Moshe beheld t}}em and reproduced them [in gold], as itwimsm
written, “I13 XM NN MWR DN°1AN T RN ~ See and craft them
according to their design that you behold on the mountain” (Shemos
25:40). Rebbi Chiyya bar Abba said in the name of Rebbi Yochanan;
Gavriel was wearing a type of strap and demonstrated to Moshe how
to make the Menorabh, as it is written, “TNIAI AWV TN - And this is
the making of the Menorah” (8:4). Rebbi Yochanan said: What is the
meaning of that which it written: NN 813 5Y - Upon the pure
Menorah” (Vayikra 24:4)? That its fashioning descended from a pure
place. (Menachos 29a.)

The precise forms and dimensions of the Mishkan and all its vessels
were shown by Hashem to Moshe Rabbeinu, as it is written, “Twx b3
wynin 1*93 %3 m1an nX 12Wnn nYan nR TR AR N - ACCOrding to
all that I shall show you, the form of the Mishkan and the form of all its

vessels, so shall you make” (Shemos 25:9). The Menorah was different.
Not oniy did Hashem show him the image of a fiery Menorah, but the
angel Gavriel demonstrated how it was to be fashioned. Ultimately,
‘Rebbi Yochanan declares that the golden Menorah descended straight
from Heaven.

his is how God typically performs miracles: First Man mus
do whdt he can, and then God comes to his aid. Similarly, at
the time of the Splitting of the Sea, God cornmanded Moses
to split the waters by raising his staff
] (14:16), and it was only after Moses
had done so that God performed the
" awesome miracle. In Egypt and
throughout the years in the Wilder-
ness, Moses performed acts that re-
sulted in miracles; clearly, only God
’ makes miracles, but He wants man to
L* initiate them. - -
o - T L
The Menorah was the most difficult of the Mishkan’s vessels to craft.
It was a complex piece of handiwork consisting of many connected
parts, such as, legs, stems, cups, and intricate decorations, formed
entirely from a single block of gold. It is therefore understood why it
was insufficient for Moshe Rabbeinu to Have sufficed with the fiery
vision of the Menorah.
The Midrash _($kemo§‘quglgiaf_1_1‘5‘:728) states that the Menorah was
“one of the four things that HaKadosh Baruch Hu showed him with His
finger, for Moshe found them difficult [to fathom]” For this reason it
was necessary for Gavriel HaMalach to show him how the Menorah
should be made. Gavriel was shown to Moshe Rabbeinu performing
the work of constructing the Menorah, standing by a forge, working
the metal and using the tools to form the shape of the Menorah, with
his clothes tied up in the manner of a craftsman. In those days people
would wear robes which normally hung loosely, but when engaged
in work, they would tie them up with a strap so as to keep them from
interfering what they were doing,
The final statement of the Gemara tells us that the Menorah was
not actually made by Moshe Rabbeinu, Betzalel, or Oholiay, but came
down from Heaven completely formed. This raises a question, If the
Menorah was to be hand-crafted, the manner of its construction
would have to be fully understood, and the purpose of Gavriel’s de-
tailed demonstration to Moshe Rabbeinu of the Menorah’s construc-
tion would be clear. However, the Gemara tells us that the Menorah

_descended from Heaven fully-formed. If so, what was the purpose of

o

Gavriel's demonstration?
had e



ftionally; it seeqs that the Menorah was different from all the
other vessels in another important way. All the vessels of the Mi__s_.hkan
were constructed using the contributions of the Bnei Yisroel, but the
Menorah apparently was not, since the gold from which it was made

came down from Shamayim. This, however; seems to contradict the
possuk, “TII7 YYD AWRH MW 27T NI W - And you shall make
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the Menorah of pure gold, from a [single] block shall the Menorah be
made” (Shemos 25:31), which suggests that the Menorah was to be
physically constructed in this world,-out of the gold collected from
amongst Bnei Yisroel.

Perhaps one answer is that Moshe Rabbeinu first attempted to craft
the Menorah himself, but that its construction was so difficult that he
requested help, and the Menorah or the vision of its construction had
to be sent from Above. Chazal do not mention aniywhere that Moshe
Rabbeinu despaired of fashioning the Menorah, only that HaKadosh
Baruch-Hu saw how difficult it was for him, and therefore assisted
him without Moshe’s asking. There exists, however, a truly profound
explanation of this contradiction that will shed light on the nature of
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the Torah and how it must be learned.
r

There is another significance to the Menorah, one whicT\ contains a stirring
message. The people of Israel have adopted the Menorah as its emblem, for it
represents what is most characteristic in us: the illumination of Torah, radiant
amid the darkness of the human spirit. When Titus destroyed our Temple, he
took the Menorah and had his artists produce a replica over the triumphal arch
built in honor of his victory. He deluded himself into thinking that he had
extinguished the light of Israel for all time,
© The Kabbalists describe the Menorah within the context df the overall plan
of the Tabernacle, which follows the plan of the stages of Creation. These stages
provide the bridge from purely spiritual reality to the fullest material reality of
our world. There are ten sefiros [spheres] or fundamental elements which
describe the stages of Creation, the higher spheres being the more spiritual, and
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the lower spheres being the more material.

On the first day of Creation, Hashem made His creative spirit hover over the
void, and He created light. In an analogous manner, in the inner chamber of the
Tabernacle, the Shechinah hovers over the Aron, and the Torah which it
contains is the light that will illuminate the world. On the second day, the waters
of the upper spheres were divided from those of the lower spheres. Lhe
Tabernacle marks this separation by a veil, the Paroches (Partition) which shall
separate for you between the Holy and the Holy of Holies (26:33). Symbolically,
these two chambers represent the upper [more spiritual] spheres and the lower
[more physical] spheres.

On the third day, the earth produced -plants, herbs and fruit trees,In

commanding the construction of the Sanctuary proper, the first sacred object the
Torah required was the Shulchan. It urges man to sanctify the food that nature
offers him. On the fourth day the lights in the firmament appeared,
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corresponding to the seven-branched Menorah of the Tabemacle, sy(nbohzmg
the light of the Torah and mitzvos in man’s daily [ife.
~JOn the fifth day, the animals were created. This cosresponds to > the sacnflaal
[ Altar which consecrates to God our animal instincts, by transforming them into
a sweet fragrance to Hashem. On the sixth day, man was created. T he md’ral and
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spiritual perfectxon that man aspires to is represented by the Kohen Gadol. His
existence 15 consecrated to the service of God, and he devotes himself heart and &
soul to the Sanctuary.

& Lastly, the holy Sabbath is meant to realize the ideal of holiness in the
dimension of time [1017 nwTp, the sanctity of a specific timel; it finds its
necessary completion in the Sanctuary, which sets up this same ideal in the
dimension of space [DipRi1 NWI, sanctity of a specific place]. )

By raising the different elements of Creation to a higher level of holiness,
the Tabernacle constituted the completion and the crowning of the work of the
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six days of Creation (Shelah). (See the commentary to Genesis 2:3.) It may be
noted that the Tabernacle was’ consecrated for eight days, whereas the

fulfillment of the world of nature is represented by the Sabbath and the
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number seven. The number eight symbollzes the supernatural world, which -

goes beyond the world of Creation, which was completed in seven days
(Be'er HaGolah).
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K Nisser Alpet

ashi, quotmg a Midrash, tells us that Moses had such dif-
ficulty understanding how the Menorah should be made,
that Hashém performed a miracle and the Menorah was
. P fashioned by itself. What was it about the makmg of
this partlcular vessel that presented Moses with so great a challenge?

The Menorah, with its seven branches emanating from a single

" stem and formed in its entirety from a single block of gold, is sym-
bolic of the wisdom of Torah as well as the seven wisdoms of th

/world, all of which emanate from a single source. The Menorah al-
luded to the fact that there is no distinction between the wisdom o

Torah and that of science (nature). Everything emerges from Torah,
for the sake of Torah.
And that was Moses’ problem: How can a mortal man, who is

physical and material, possibly grasp such a profound level of unity
and wholeness, and fashion this Menorah, which is illuminated by
the pure light of Torah? :

God told him, according to Rashi, Throw the block of gold into the
fire, and it will be made by itself.

And how would this response resolve Moses’ concerns?

The Torah is compared to fire: 1 DRy WX *127 12 Ri%A, Behold, My
word is like fire, the word of Hashem (Yirmiyahu 2329). Fire destroys
Rhysical substances, while also incorporating them into its flame.
The more physical material that is added to the fire, the larger it

becomes.
~This can be seen as a metaphor for man’s relat1onsh1p with Torah,
for it, too, is like a flame that engulfs the individual, gurifies him, and

makes him, in a sense, a candle to Hashem. In the process he grows,

just as a fire grows when it is fed with fuel.
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Chazal tell us (Bava Basra 25b): “One who wants wisdom he should
turn southward [in ﬁrayer], and for wealth turn northward” These

' directions relate to the location of the vessels in the Mishkan. The
Shulchan, which represents livelihood and wealth, was situated on
the northern side of the Mishkan. The Menorah was situated on the
southern side, and represents the wisdom of the Torah.

Chazal tell us that the windows in the Beis HaMikdash (there were «« .-
* a5 AKwY unuw 1wy b M unm kS 9 DRt IR m i

wITAT LNa;ML 10w N2annit YR T Dynyy 11" XY ™ Ipnn

no windows in the Mishkan) were unusual in that they were narrow
on the inside and widened towards the outside. Standard windows
widen (if at all), towards the interior of the structure in order to
maximize the amount of sunlight they admit. The windows in the Beis
_HaMikdash were so shaped to show that the Beis HaMikdash was the
source of supernal light, that the light of the world was provided from
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inside the Beis HaMikdash.
There was even no need for the illumination that the Menorah

might have provided in a physical sense. Chazal say (Shabbos 22b),

“For the forty years that Bnei Yisroel traveled in the wilderness, they
traveled using only HaKadosh Baruch Hus light” They did not need

the light of the Menorah. They used the light of Hashem, the light
_provided by the amud haeish, the pillar of fire. What then, was the
purpose of the Menorah in the Mishkan? The Gemara states, the
Menorah was, “a testimony to the inhabitants of the earth that the
Shechinah dwells amongst Klal Yisroel.” The light of the Menorah,

% wn mY memn 1 nmnY pony Yar wuk Yow R oo mn
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1 MK Phwm 1mD Y53 YInwn DIkT DUOR TWYm XMwI Knyro
(-1 9MyTa fov Tan yry) MW KT MOK y1on 17apn

(M
I

therefore, is the light of the Torah that radiated first from the Mishkan
and later from the Beis HaMikdash, and illuminates the entire world. .
This connection between the oil burning Menorah and the Torah is
so strong that olive oil is.symbolic of the wisdom of Torah. Chazal
tell us (Brachos 57a), “One who beholds olive oil in a dream should
expect the enlightenment of Torah”
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All this shows that the wisdom of the Torah belangs entirély to
Hashem. Torah mirrHaShamayim — the Torah is Heaven-sent. The
Torah is His Torah; it is Divine, a reflection of His Knowledge and only
He can give it to us. This is the yesod of Matan Torah. Klal Yisroel had
not yet studied the Torah, yet they accepted the Torah and committed
themselves to engaging in Torah study in an attempt to understand
that initial vision of the essence of Torah.

Kabbalas HaTorah

Torah min HaShamayim is followed by Kabbalas HaTorah we have to
receive the Torah, as it states in Pirkei Avos (1:1), “Moshe received the

Torah on Sinai and passed it on to Yehoshua, and Yehoshua to th# el-

ders...” This includes both limud haTorah, the dﬂigént siixdz of Torah;
and derech halimud, the proper approach to learnin;g Torah. There are

klalei halimud, principles that govern the way in which the Torah is

elucidated. One of the most widely known sets of such principles is
the yud-gimmel middos, the Thirteen Principles of Elucidation, recited

as part of Shacharis each day at the end of Korbanos. -

Most importantly, there is shitmush talmidei chachamim, utilizing

the knowledge of Torah scholars. As the Gemaia states (Sotah 22a),

“One who learned Scripture, and learned Mishnah but did not study
under the guidance of talmidei chachamim is an ignoramus.” A self-
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taught scholar will only come to make serious mistakes in his learning
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and practice of Torah. 3

iy

We find the same three components represented in the Meno-
_rah, The Menorah, which represents limud HaTorah, was therefore
transmitted to Moshe Rabbeinu in a way that parallels these three
components of Torah study. First was the revelation of the form of
the Menorah, just as Torah was first revealed to Klal Yisroel at Har
Sinai. Then there was the vision of the Menorah'’s construction by the
analach Gavriel, representing the methods of learning and transmis-
sion of Torah knowledge from one generation to the next. Finally, the
Menorah camie down in a complete form from Shamayim, represent-
ing the fact that the attainment of Torah knowledge comes only as a
' gift from Heaven. ‘ :
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person should not determine his course of act{
purpose of the accomplishment. A person is ob!
which is demanded of him, and it is for Fashem to bri
incumbent upon man to act, not to accomplish. Any o
is a declaration that ng 5 N % iy @YY H, M;
the might of my hand have gotten me all thi

While this injunction literally applies to
accomplishment, it applies to the spiritual as
With this we can attain a deepened understa
portrayal of spiritual accomplishment as_nxym my i
finding. Man’s role is that of “toil,’ while the results are n
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a gift of Hashem, as it were. This idea finds expression in the prayer"
of R’ Nechuniah ben Hakanah, 23ty 5apm Sny K, I toil and am
rewarded (Berachos 28b). For it is for the toil itself that man is
rewarded, not for the result. To be more exact, the accomplishment

- = . .

j ana atainments are a part ot the reward.

Chazal tell us: 1yr nx wats > WK, Who is strong? He who
subdues his evil inclination (Avos 4:1). .

On the other hand, Chazal say, 1 9197 1K MY 7apn Konbx,
Were it not for the assistance of the Holy One, [n;(m] coul;i’ r:u;t
conquer [his evil inclination] (Succah 52b). How then' can Chazal
attribute the subordination of the evil inclination to strength?

The answer is that Hashem's assistance is commensurate to man’s
efforts. Man' battles; God conquers. If man has succeeded in
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overcoming his evil inclination, it is indeed testimony to his strength.

Rosh proves that Moshe was a 1123, @ strong person,¥rom the fact
that he singlehandedly assembled the walls* of the Mishkan, a feat
requiring great strength (Nedarim 38a).
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“The Menorah, whose flames were fed by the purest il of
the olive, symbolized the illumination of the intellect. It was
placed near the southern wall of the Tabernacle, opposite
the Table on the north. The Ark, hidden behind the Paroches
(26:33-35), was equidistant from-both. Thus, the Ark, con-
taining the word of God, cast its spiritual emanations, as it
were, upon the Menorah and the Table, which represented
intellectual achievement and material prosperkty This sym-
bolized the conviction that both our spiritual and temporal
lives must be guided by, and work to serve, the dictates of
the Torah. Jewish life cannot be compartmentalized in the
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realms of sacred and temporeal, or, in the modern vernacular,
Church and State; the Torah regulates all aspects of life, and
demands purity in all of them. Indeed, the requirement that
the entire, very intricate Menorah had to be hamrered out
of one ingot of gold (vs. 31, 39) symbolized the indivisibility
of the Torah; a Jewish life must be constructed entirely from
one set of values. It may not be a hodge-podge of separate
bits and.pieces, grafted together; to suit anyone’s conve-
nience. All areas of life must derive &
from the same set of values.
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