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Mashiach: Who is He. When is He Coming
And What does He Want?

Mashiach — what are we waiting for?

Maharal, Netzach Yisrael, Ch. 27 — The era of Mashiach completes and
perfects Creation.
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“Of the 6,000 years of history, the last 2000 are the days of the
Mashiach” [Avodah Zarah 9a] — This means that toward the end of time is
the most appropriate time for the [the arrival of the Mashiach] and for the
Messianic Era to take place, because the end is the completion.

[In other words] anything which happens at the end of a process is the
completion and perfection of that process. Therefore, the end of time is
designated for the arrival of the King Moshiach, for he will bring the entire
world to completion. The entire world will be united to the point where the
whole world will be complete and perfect. Therefore, it is fitting that the
King Moshiach, who will complete and perfect everything, will come at the
end of time, which is the most appropriate time for completion and
perfection.

Rambam, Thirteen Principles of Faith, Principle 12 — Belief in the
coming of the Moshiach is one of the Thirteen Principles of Faith.
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| believe with complete faith in the coming of the Moshiach, and even
though he may delay, nonetheless | anticipate every day that he will come.
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Rambam, Commentary on the Mishnah, Introduction to Sanhedrin,
Ch. 10 — Belief in the imminent coming of the Moshiach and the
greatness of his stature is firmly rooted in the Torah.

DOR2I7T 99 1OV IR2IW 1772 9D 2R 1AW 23947 9 DY 71291 79V 1100 17 W AR
12 7VW L7702 192 10DV 19K UYANI IR 12 PON0W Y,V ORIV 'Y 1102 wnn
0°2¥1 aNK NWIDY oy Nw92 wITH2 N2,

One must believe that the Moshiach will be better and greater and more
honorable than all the kings who have ever been, based on the prophecies
of all the prophets from Moshe until Malachi. One who doubts this, or does
not appreciate his greatness, denies [what is written in] the Torah. The
Torah testifies about Moshiach explicitly in the prophecy of Bilaam
[Bamidbar 25:17, with Ramban] and in Parshat Netzavim [Devarim 30:1-10,
with Ramban].

Shemoneh Esrei Prayer, fifteenth blessing (Siddur) — Every day, every
Jewish person prays three times a day for the Moshiach to bring the
Redemption.
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May You speedily cause the offspring of Your servant David [i.e. the
Moshiach] to flourish, and enhance his pride through Your salvation, for we
hope for Your salvation all day long. Blessed are You, God, Who causes
the pride of salvation to flourish.

Mashiach — What’s His Name?
Rashi, Yeshayahu 61:1 — The term Mashiach refers to leadership.
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The word Moshiach refers to leadership and greatness.
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Gemara Sanhedrin 98b
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Gemara asks: What is his name? The school of Rabbi Sheila says: Shiloh
is his name, as it is stated: “Until when Shiloh shall come” (Genesis 49:10).
The school of Rabbi Yannai says: Yinnon is his name, as it is stated: “May
his name endure forever; may his name continue [yinnon] as long as the
sun; and may men bless themselves by him” (Psalms 72:17). The school of
Rabbi Hanina says: Hanina is his name, as it is stated: “For | will show you
no favor [hanina]’ (Jeremiah 16:13). And some say that Menahem ben
Hizkiyya is his name, as it is stated: “Because the comforter [menahem]
that should relieve my soul is far from me” (Lamentations 1:16).

Rambam, Sanhedrin 10:1 s.v. aval yemot ha’mashiach; Mishneh
Torah, Hilchot Teshuvah (Laws of Repentance) 9:2 — The Mashiach
will be a world leader of unprecedented proportions. He will lead
mankind back to the way of God.
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Rambam, Sanhedrin 10:1

During the Messianic Era, kingship will return to the Jewish people in the
Land of Israel. The Messiah, who will be a king, will establish his place of
leadership in Tzion [Jerusalem]. His fame will spread and reach the ends of
the earth, even more so than during King Shlomo’s (Solomon) reign.
Additionally, the nations of the world will establish a peace pact with him.
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Hilchot Teshuvah 9:2

The Messiah, who will be a king descended from King David, will be even
wiser than King Shlomo. His level of prophecy will approach that of
Moshe’s. Therefore, he will instruct the entire Jewish people in the way of
God. Furthermore, the world’s nations will come to hear him speak, as
predicted by the prophet: “At the End of Days the mountain of God’s house
[the Temple in Jerusalem] shall be set over all other mountains and lifted
high above the hills [and all nations will come streaming to it. Many shall
come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to God’s mountain, to the house of
Israel’'s God. He, the Messiah, will teach us his way, and we will walk in His
paths]...” [Yeshayahu 2:2-3].

Bereishit (Genesis) 49:10, with Targum Yonatan — The Moshiach will
be descended from the tribe of Yehudah (Judah) since all future
Jewish kings will be born from descendants of this tribe.
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The scepter shall not depart from Yehudah, or the ruler’s staff from
between his feet, until the arrival of Shiloh [Moshiach]; and to him shall the
obedience of the peoples be.

Targum Yonatan
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There will never cease to be kings and rulers from the house of Yehudah,
and teachers of Torah to thousands from his children until the King
Moshiach comes [who will also be one of his descendants].
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Abarbanel, Yechezkel (Ezekiel) 34:24 — The Moshiach will be a
descendant of King David or a reincarnation of him.
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“‘My servant David” — The Moshiach will be a descendant of David ...
However; the Kabbalists regard reincarnation as a fundamental principle of
Judaism. They therefore say that the Moshiach will be a reincarnation of
King David himself.

(There are numerous Jewish families today that can trace their ancestry
back to King David. For example, the Maharal of Prague (1512-1609) was
able to trace his lineage to Rav Hai Gaon (939-1038), who in turn
traditionally was a descendant of King David. There are numerous families
that still trace their lineage to the Maharal)

Yeshayahu 11:2 — Moshiach will possess six qualities of personal
greatness (cf. Sanhedrin 93b; Rashi s.v. v’nacha).
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God’s spirit will rest upon him, (1) the spirit of wisdom and (2)
understanding, (3) the spirit of counsel and (4) might, (5) the spirit of
knowledge and (6) fear of God.

Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 12:3 — Mashiach will have Divine
Inspiration, which will help him to determine a person’s lineage.

WTIPT N2 199 DY 0910 10M7° N7 HRIWS 93 POR 1XAPN 101000 2w NNwI wnt 7000 a2
POV MINY ...

191 °1199 VIAWA TTW YOTIAW OTPLAWY ROR DRAWS OO0 1RY'.

In the days of the King Mashiach, when his kingdom will be established and

all of Israel will gather to him, he will determine the lineage of each one by
virtue of the Divine Inspiration that shall rest upon him ...

He will determine to which tribe each person belongs, proclaiming: “This
one to that tribe,” etc.
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Yeshayahu 11:3; Sanhedrin 93b — Moshiach will be able to judge
people with a supernatural sense of “smell.”
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And he shall be animated [va’haricho] by the awe of God, and neither with
the sight of his eyes shall he judge, nor with the hearing of his ears shall he
chastise.
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[The Talmud identifies the linguistic anomaly of the word for “animated,”
va’haricho, noticing its similarity to the Hebrew word meriach, smell.] Rava
said: He will smell a person and judge him, as it is written [immediately
afterward], “Neither with the sight of his eyes shall he judge [nor with the
hearing of his ears shall he chastise].”
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Mashiach — his accomplishments

Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 11:4 — Only when the Moshiach rebuilds
the Temple in Jerusalem and returns the entire Jewish people to the
Land of Israel will his identity be confirmed with certainty.
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1. The house of David who is

2. Learned in Torah; and

3. Is involved with mitzvot like David his ancestor, according to both the
Written and Oral Torah; and

4. If he persuades all of Israel to follow the path [of Torah and mitzvot] and
strengthens their observance; and

5. If he fights the wars of God — then he is presumed to be Mashiach.

6. If he continues and is successful and defeats all the surrounding non-
Jewish nations; and

7. Builds the Beit HaMikdash (Temple) at its location; and

8. Gathers all the Jews exiled around the world to the Land of Israel — then
he is certainly Moshiach.
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Yeshayahu 11:12 — The Moshiach will bring all Jews back to the Land
of Israel.
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And it shall come to pass on that day, that the descendant of Yishai [i.e. the
Moshiach] who stands as a banner for the peoples, to him shall the nations
inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. And it shall come to pass
that on that day, the Lord shall continue to apply His hand a second time to
acquire the rest of His people, that will remain from Assyria, and from
Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from
Sumeria, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And He shall
raise a banner to the nations, and He shall gather the lost of Israel, and the
scattered ones of Judah He shall gather from the four corners of the earth.

Ramban, Bamidbar 24:17 — He will make himself visible to the whole
world, as if he were a star flashing across the sky.
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Because Moshiach will gather all the lost of Israel from the ends of the

earth, he is therefore compared to a star flashing across the heavens, from
one end of the sky to the other [visible to the whole world, as it were, to
gather in Jews from their dispersion]. As the verse states “[| was watching

night visions] and with clouds of heaven one like a man came” (Daniel
7:13).

Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 11:4 — Moshiach will clarify the truth for
all.
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When the true King Moshiach arises and succeeds, and will become
elevated and exalted — immediately all of them [the non-Jewish nations] will
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return to the truth, and know that their ancestors gave them falsehood [a
false Moshiach], and that their prophets and leaders misled them.

Okay! So when is he coming already?

Chofetz Chaim, Zachor L’Miriam, Ch. 18 — Moshiach can come at any
moment, as long as we merit it.
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It is also written, “Behold, | send you Eliyahu HaNavi” (Malachi 3). When
one pays careful attention one sees it is not written in the future tense, “I|
will send,” but rather “l send” in the present tense. This implies that God
can send him to us at any time and any moment — if we would only merit it!

Rabbi Sa’adiah Gaon, Emunot ve’Deot 8:2 — There are two ways that
Moshiach can come.
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We believe that God has appointed two alternative periods for the duration
of our exile, one extending until such time as we do teshuvah (lit. “return,”
repentance) the other being determined by a fixed time in the future.
Whichever of these times arrives first will be the time of the redemption. If
we will do complete teshuvah then the fixed time will be disregarded...

Ohr HaChaim, Bamidbar (Numbers) 24:17 — The nature of the
Moshiach’s arrival will depend upon its impetus: if we earn the
Moshiach, then his arrival will happen in a miraculous fashion; if not,
it will still happen, but in a more natural way.
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“l shall see him, but not now, | shall look at him but it is not near. A star has
issued from Yaakov (Jacob) and a scepter-bearer has risen from Israel ...”
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The double expression [‘l shall see him, | shall look at him”] and unusual
wording of the verse may be explained according to the words of the Sages
(Sanhedrin 98a), that if the redemption comes about on behalf of the merit
of Israel [by their doing teshuvah], then it will be in a most miraculous way
and the redeemer will be revealed through miracle and wonder, as it says
in the Zohar (1:119).
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Not so, however, if the redemption comes about at the predetermined time
when Israel is not worthy of it; in such a case it will happen in a completely
different manner. About that it was stated that the Mashiach will come
“lowly, riding upon a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9).

We M Merit the R mption

Sfat Emes, Rosh HaShanah, 5641 — We can bring the redemption by
loving our fellow Jews.
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Since the Temple was destroyed by baseless hatred, therefore, it will surely
be rebuilt by loving our fellow Jews.

Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. IV, pp. 301-2 — Any
spiritual effort and accomplishments today on our part is considered
extraordinary by God.
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What is the benefit of our exile; our generations grow increasingly out of
touch with spirituality, how can the rectification of the world be possible?
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The truth is that as the generations become distanced from Torah, any
involvement with Torah study and mitzvot tremendously sanctifies the
Name of God.

Chofetz Chaim, Zachor L’'Miriam, Ch. 18 — Each person can contribute
to bringing the Mashiach by utilizing his unique abilities.
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And if you would ask, what should we change, how can we prepare
ourselves for the coming of the Moshiach? | would answer and say that
God does not expect from us great accomplishments and things that are
impossible for us to achieve. Rather each person should strive to
accomplish what is within his capability.

For example, if one is able to study Mishnah, he should set a fixed daily
time when he should free himself from his business and study an
appropriate amount of Mishnah. And similarly, if he has the ability to
understand the Agadatta of the Talmud in Ein Yaakov, Midrash and similar
works, he should study what he is capable of. All the more so, if he is a
person who can comprehend Talmud and Jewish law, he is also obligated
to set a fixed schedule to learn Talmud and Jewish law ...

Signs We Are Close

Tehillim 147:2, with Metzudos David — Jerusalem will be rebuilt

012> PRI 71 ' o mia.The builder of Jerusalem is God, the outcast of
Israel He will gather
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God will be the builder of Jerusalem in the future. Then he will gather all the
dispersed to Jerusalem from the ends of the earth.

Bereishit (Genesis) 25:18-19, with Baal HaTurim — Arab nations will
have prominence but will eventually fall.
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[The following two phrases appear one right after the other:] “... and he [the
descendants of Yishmael] fell before all his brothers. And these are the
generations of Yitzchak (Isaac) ...”
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These two phrases are placed next to each other] to teach that when

Yishmael [from whom the Arabs are descended] will fall at the End of Days,
then the son of David [Mashiach], who is descended from Yitzchak, will
arise.

The Gaon of Vilna, Even Shleimah 11:5 — The intensity of the pre-
Messianic era is the prelude to the dawn of a new age.
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Just as the most intense darkness comes immediately before the day, and
a pregnant woman has the greatest pain just before the actual birth, so too,
before the redemption, the exile will be more intense than it had been
during the entire length of the exile.

Talmud Bavli, Sotah 49b — Society will deteriorate in the pre-Messianic
era.
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In the times of the footsteps of Moshiach insolence will increase and honor
decrease; the vine will yield its fruit [abundantly], but wine will be
expensive; the government will turn to heresy and there will be none [to
offer them] reproof; the meeting-place [of scholars] will be used for
immorality; Galilee will be destroyed and the borders made desolate; and
the dwellers on the frontier will go about [begging] from place to place
without anyone to take pity on them.


mailto:hajioff@yu.edu

Rabbi Lawrence Hajioff hajioff@yu.edu Page 13 of 15

ITAY° D3IPT 12°29° 0°IPT 219 DOV NITYI RN NART 10RMY RO X 7700 2271910 NI
1277 29277 °192 177 719 102 SWIR WOR V2NN IN1ANA 1392 AR AR N2 2R PNIN J2 0°I0p 2197
DAY AR DY WY 17 WO N 9V PIARD WOoaNn 1K

The wisdom of the learned will degenerate; those who fear sin will be
despised; truth will be lacking; youths will put old men to shame; the old will
stand up in the presence of the young; a son will revile his father; a
daughter will rise against her mother; a daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law; and a man’s enemies will be the members of his household; the
face of the generation will be like the face of a dog; a son will not feel
ashamed before his father. So upon whom can we rely? Upon our Father in
Heaven.

I’m Excited! What will it be like when Moshiach comes?

Rambam, Commentary on the Mishnah, Introduction to Sanhedrin,
Ch. 10 — In the Messianic era there will be no political oppression,
knowledge of God will be all pervasive, and peace and perfection will
reign.
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The great benefit which will be in those days [of the Mashiach] is that we
will rest from our subjugation to the non-Jewish governments, which is what
prevents us from fulfilling all the mitzvot. Wisdom will increase, as the verse

states, “The world will be filled with knowledge [of God as water covers the
sea bed]’ (Yeshayahu 11:9).
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War will cease, as the verse states, “[They shall beat their swords into
ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks.] Nation will not lift up
sword against nation, and neither shall they learn war any more” (Ibid. 2:4).
In those days there will be ultimate perfection and we will merit the life of
the World to Come.
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The Messianic Era will be a time when kingship will return to Israel and [all
Jews] will return to the Land of Israel. This king will be very great and his
palace will be in Zion [Jerusalem]. His name and fame will spread and
become more widespread than that of King Shlomo (Solomon). All the
nations will make peace with him and all the countries will serve him on
account of his great righteousness and because of the wonders that will be
done by him. Anyone who rises against him will be destroyed by God, and
will be given into his [Mashiach’s] hand.

Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 12:5 — The purpose of peace and
prosperity is to facilitate the promulgation of the knowledge of God.
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In that time there will be no famine or war, no jealousy or competition.
Goodness will be bountiful, and every type of delicacy will be readily
available. The task of the whole world will be purely and simply to know
God. The Jewish people will have exceptional wisdom and understand the
deepest secrets of existence. They will attain knowledge of their Creator as
much as is humanly possible, as the verse states: “The earth will be full of
knowledge of God, like water covers the sea bed” (Yeshayahu 11:9).

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 30:6, with Ramban (Nachmanides) — God will
remove the impediments to serving Him and there will be a natural
drive for the good.
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God will remove the barriers from your hearts and from the hearts of your
descendants, so that you will love the Lord your God with all your heart and
soul. Thus shall you live.
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Since the dawn of Creation, man has had the free will to choose whether to
be righteous or wicked, and so it was at the time of the Torah. This situation
facilitated man being able to earn merit through the correct use of his free
will for good or to be punished for misusing it for the bad. But in the days of
Moshiach it will be natural to choose the good. There will be no desire for
that which is not correct; people will simply not want it.
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