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18) Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, “Brother Daniel and the Jewish Fraternity”, Judaism: A
Quarterly Journal of Jewish Lifé and Thought, 12: 3, p. 266

There is an apostasy not of action but of person, an estrangement manifested not merely by
the commission of various sins but by the complete severance of personal bonds with
Jewry; by total alienation from the Jewish people and its history as a spiritual and physical
community; and finally, by thorough assimilation into the mainstream Gentile society.

19) Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, “Brother Daniel and the Jewish Fraternity”, Judaism: A
Quarterly Journal of Jewish Lifé and Thought, 12:3, p. 277

Halachic discourse and philosophic analysis thus arrive at the same conclusion--as they
departed from the same terminal. Kedushat Israe/may be a native endowment but it is not
an irrevocable patrimony. It is received but it must also be taken; and it can be thrown
away. It courses through the veins but it must also be lodged in the heart. For above all,
kedushat Israel carries with it a spiritual challenge. As “chosenness” is, collectively, as
much a responsibility as a privilege, so kedushat Israel calls upon the individual Jew to live
up to his status. It is a position to be attained as much as a gift to be enjoyed. Hence, if it is
to be retained at all, there must be a minimum of spiritual identification. The ideal of
course is beyond fulfillment. The heights to which kedushat Israel calls the Jews are
immeasurable; the mountain of the Lord is infinitely high...
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