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Reuven’s Reality
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“Because HASHEM has discerned my humiliation, for nqw my husband will love me.”’

33 And she conceived again and bore a son and declared, “Because HASHEM has heard that

[ am unloved, He has given me this one also,’ "4nd she called his name Simeon.

3 Again she conceived, and bore a son and declared, “This time my husband will become

attached to me for | have borne him three sons
35 She conceived again, and bore a son and declared, “This time let me gratefully praise

" therefore He called his name Leuvi.

HaSHEM”: therefore she called his name Judah; then she stopped giving birth.

X Nes M

Here, the name precedes the explanation, a switch that is defi-
nitely not coincidental, as nothing in the Torah is coincidental.

Rashi — citing the Sages (Berachos 7b) — provides a second expla-
nation for Reuven’s name:

Look [re’u] at the difference between [bein] my son [Reuven] and
my father-in-law’s son [Esav], who sold the rights of the firstborn
to Yaakov. Even though [my son] will not even have the opportu-
«nity to sell [the rights of the firstborn] to Yosef, not only will he
refrain from opposing him, he will even rescue him from the pit!

Leah foresaw through prophecy that one day Yaakov would divest

Reuven of the rights of the firstborn (Bereishis 49:4) and confer them

instead on Yosef. Unlike Esav, who sold the rights of the firstborn to
Yaakov and then set out to kill him (ibid., ch. 25 and 27:41), Reuven
would peacefully give up his position of power to Yosef and would even
endeavor to rescue him from the pit into whieh his brothers would cast
him (Bereishis 37:27). <

@ Although the Sages’ explanation is certainly compelhng, one can-
not help but wonder at the apparent temerity of suggesting another op-
tion. In the Torah, God Himself explained the significance of Reuven'’s
name. Why did the Sages deem it necessa;}”‘to offer an additional inter-
pretation? Doesn’t this imply that God’s explanation is insufficient?

.

- . -
31 HaASHEM saw that Leah was unloved, so He opened her womb; but Rachel remained barren.
32 | eah conceived and bore a son, and she called hiz name Reuben, as she had declared,

® .
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Leah’s reason for giving this name to her newborn son: In His
mercy, HASHEM had seen her plight as the secondary wife,
and He had given her the first of Jacob’s sons, so that he
would feel an upsurge of love for her. Sforno comments that
Jacob must have resented her complicity in Laban’s plot to
deceive him at the time of the wedding. Now, however, that
God had ratified her conduct by giving her the first child,
Jacob would surely realize that she had acted properly.

Rashi cites the Sages, who see a further prophetic conno-
tation in the name. God placed a prophecy in her mouth, as
she said, in effect, 231x7, “See the difference between my son
and Esau, the son of my father-in-law.” [The word 12 with a
yud means between.] Esau despised the birthright and sold
it contemptuously to Jacob — and then vowed to kill him!
But Reuben lost his cherished birthright to Joseph (I Chron-
icles 5:1), and not only did not hate him, he tned to save his
life (see belgw, 37:21).

33. ' ypw vy — Because HASHEM has heard. After her first
child, Leah was confident that Jacob would love her, but God
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32. WHOM SHE NAMED R'UVEN. The names Leah gave to her
children_express the purity of her intentions They bring
out\the happiness which she felt a( being the wife of the
patriarch. At the same time_they reflect the immense
gratitude of a fulfilled _mother toward_Providence. Bless-
ing her in this way,  Providence did jus_ticeuT'oWH;r_ with
respect to her husband and permitted her to win his
affection. Hence she calls her first son 12187, for “God saw
my misery (a reference to ‘M_RM in the prlig;:;i‘(;i;rs“-vévr‘sve);
now my husband will love me.” o

Rashi however cites the explanation of R. Elazar
(Berachoth; 7b): Leah _said, “See '(1&1)”- lhvéwc-i‘i?ﬂ-erence
between my son (3a) and the sop of my. father-in‘law. The

THE CALL OF THE TORAH

lqtter sold his bk'i’rthright to Ya‘ak()y ‘but my son will not sell

his to Yosef. Nor will he ‘prolté_sk_[_n__,hg_p_r‘eference for Yosef.
Npl only that, he will even want to resc?agik?as;ﬁm;ﬁ%
pit.” - T
Some have wondered what could have prompted R.
Elazar 1o look for a different interpretation from that
.given explicitly by the Torah itself. It f}as B.ené;;_thou_gm
, that Leah’s expression “1N7 see” hints at z.imc'i;éég):_r_n;;ning
since the singular form nN1 would have been _sufficient.
Also, the syllable 12 seems superfluous in the light _of the

rcasqq__fg)_[__t_ﬁg__g_g}gf_fn_sw _giv_e»rl in the Torah — it would

seem that a more appropriate name for Leah’s son would
have been »w an1 (ow R”wInn). The Gaon of Vilna holds

~

that the verse itself implies still another reason — which is
not e.\gprgssed — for intall the following names the reason
for the name precedes the name itself, whereas here the
name is giveri a priori. This implies, then, that this name is
not derived solely from the reason mentioned explicit‘lv in
the verse.
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H o Be that as it may, R. Elazar’s explanation refers to ‘ « . o
certam events which had not yet come to pass at the time ombwni T’:‘» i
the name was given. Accordingly, it is held that Leah gave —
; this name to the child through prophetic msplratlon ma Br3) “TIVA T KT M TR D KT M KM [ Tom kb mny
(nv"rn ow) (cf. commentaries on Berachoth ibid.). The KRR 1K) 9900 fIkOWw and YKy 3 [nae ouanm @b
name as it is, then, expresses a_twofold sentiment: DT a1 Py mTp % v P maby T oTp H1 KT
gratitude to Providence and p;"’f:"“"‘(‘ f‘oy a hav‘l’;ge :;‘i‘; 137 9y Yy nSW ORTIT DY TRW UMRRIYmT KYIKA TTavRwn
dreaded union with Esav (cf. our com
:)I;arfélrstehedlreiSze the difference between my son and xS omyn mbaa o Sxwr 95w Ty Sy wpia " mya T aRY R
" Esav1?). N ;190 KO g Sy Sxmy 13 jnama oon @ ambao nx o
N - ] 33T YR MMTp VRN T — 43 A Vw3 MR 2 Tom Ty
~ = - e - I
t71‘(“"1{" 12 351 T yaw i DY INTITT AT . omvma Tavnwn Nim 1o

272 : Nefesh Chaya .
7 .’ONpRI NK T ynwn'y omyna

R
P Navn '731 TIRTIT 21N W1 ,17°802 pit %M 15 110 197 NN
I heard this explained as follows: Since she merely thanked MIBDY MWpa MY wpab DYATET (A O PR AX Ao Tnyy > b
Hashent, dnd did not ask Hashem for more, that is why “she b A7 19 DA DT W3R Ton oY 91 v by nrmAb owRaw mvwa

ceased to give birth.” Togetlier with thanking Hashem, she should ?MwIn MWpd DWpan [T oy Tm 1'7:1’7w mann Yy mmnb DRIWIM P
have prayed to Him to continue giving her blessing. Since she
did not pray for this, the flow of blessing ceased.’ . .

.'n_nn Ty "'3:[

When a person thanks Hashem for the good health“that was WY prnm wml MmNy PK YT 'D‘:I'K 'R _NNPRAY RN T IR
granted him, he should not stop there. He should ask Hashem .
that his neighbor, who is not feeling very well right now, should
be.healthy as well. A person should never be in a state where |
he says: Hashem, thanks, I'm hapgv—evefvthing is just fine.

+ Ww DKy Innbwss oYK Lo npa o1dab Yavw wpab bmwa ~
TRWR XWT Mavn 9y ORTan vyw o Ny Sy axmab nmong omw
P 5, 1nva by nbwnn#Ra nnp 90 wbw P mins wwn nx

One should always be asking and requesting from Hashem! WKW #apiT NINN KT 391 ,MND IRWT HNDW NNDMw KT 90N0
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_ 34 Listent Yar Nesseps -
Faith in Hashem has to be one of the constant themes of~

our ‘homes.ﬁihl'pvybés to be been discussed often at our kitchen *
| room tables. Our children have to hear )

tables and our dini
from us constantiy that there’s a Father in Heaven Who takes

care of us. When we suffer setbacks, be they personal, finan- %
\cial; medical or any of the other trials and tribulations thatz ‘

Wr‘ﬁékénhp A’c‘l"i-é’f%bfi'cméf life, our children should Eonstantly hear
C from us, “Lister, Hashem has helped us until now, and He will.)

continue to help us in the future.” Hashem has to be a reality

in our lives. Our children must hear from us that Hashemn has
aérole for us and a place for each and every oné_of us. )
A business man once came running to Rav Meir -
Premishlaner. “Rebbe, help me. Someone is opetiing a busi-
ness like mine right down down the street from me. What’s
gonna be? Oy gevald! I'm going to lose all my business.”
“Calm down{ my friend,” said Rav Meir Premishlaner.
“Tell me, have you ever noticed that before a horse drinks
from a pond or a river he always stamps on the ground first?
Do you know why? Because when the horse sees his reflec- -
tion in the pond, he thinks there’s another horse there. So "
he tries to chase him away. Don’t worry about this other
business. The threat to you is just a figment of your imagi-
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... 3 Thisis the bottom lige. Hashem put us here, and He gave
: each and every one of us a-peckel to get us through life, to find
the fulfillment for which we are destined. It's a matter of faith.

We say every morning, “Baruch Atah Hashem Elokeinu

Melech Haolam she’asah i kol tzorki. Blessed are You, : .
Hashem our Lord, King of the Universe, Who has prepared for ¥
‘k me all my needs.” Let us think deeply about these words. Let

us realize” that if Hashem has indeed given us everything

we néed there is no reason to be jealous of anything or any-

one else.
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L‘\ In these two verses we find two thoughts. One that the Almighty

Geodh M\ saw affliction and the other that He heard it. (Daas Torah: Braishis,

. dan Smce we have a mtzzvah to emulate the Almighty, we need to -
{ Phisken- learn from here to become more sensitive to the emotional pain ain of )

others. People express their pain through words and through
Vanatlons in their facial expressions and body language. To hear
someone’s pain, be aware of both the content and the tone of v01ce
of another person. The more perceptive you t become the more you o
will notice slight nuances in tone of voice that reflect painful

feelings. Also, learn to see someone’s pain even if he does not . A

express it verbally. Be aware of slight changes in’ a person’s facial |

expression, skin color, breathing rate, muscle tonus, etc., that serve

as an anniicduncement of emotional suffering. The more you are able

to notice pain, the more chesed you will be able to do.
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