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Then the spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah. He marched through Gilead
and Manasseh, passing Mizpeh of Gilead; and from Mizpeh of Gilead he crossed
over [to] the Ammonites. 30 And Jephthah made the following vow to the LORD:
“If you deliver the Ammonites into my hands, 31 then whatever comes out of the
door of my house to meet me on my safe return from the Ammonites shall be the
LORD'’s and shall be offered by me as a burnt offering.” 32 Jephthah crossed
over to the Ammonites and attacked them, and the LORD delivered them into his
hands. 33 He utterly routed them—from Aroer as far as Minnith, twenty towns—
all the way to Abel-cheramim. So the Ammonites submitted to the Israelites. 34
When Jephthah arrived at his home in Mizpah, there was his daughter coming
out to meet him, with timbrel and dance! She was an only child; he had no other
son or daughter. 35 On seeing her, he rent his clothes and said, “Alas, daughter!
You have brought me low; you have become my troubler! For | have uttered a
vow to the LORD and | cannot retract.” 36 “Father,” she said, “you have uttered a
vow to the LORD; do to me as you have vowed, seeing that the LORD has
vindicated you against your enemies, the Ammonites.” 37 She further said to her
father, “Let this be done for me: let me be for two months, and | will go with my
companions and lament upon the hills and there bewail my maidenhood.” 38
“Go,” he replied. He let her go for two months, and she and her companions went
and bewailed her maidenhood upon the hills. 39 After two months’ time, she
returned to her father, and he did to her as he had vowed. She had never known
a man. So it became a custom in Israel 40 for the maidens of Israel to go every
year, for four days in the year, and chant dirges for the daughter of Jephthah the
Gileadite.
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