Brartiful” Badekie' Blessing
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%8 They called Rebecca and said to her, “Will you go with this man?”

~And she said, “I will go.”

%9 Sg they escorted Rebecca their sister, and her nurse, as well as Abraham’s servant and his
men.hey blessed Rebecca and said to her, “Our sister, may you come to be thousands of
myriads, and may your offspring inherit the gate of its foes.”

81 Then Rebecca arose with her maidens; they rode upon the camels and proceeded after the
man; the servant took Rebecca and went.
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15 The angel of HASHEM called to Abraham a second time from Aezue
Muyself | swear — the word of HASHEM — that because you have donie ;:3» .
withheld your son, your only one,"\Pthat I shall surely bless you and greatly increase 3o
offspring like the stars of the heavens and like the sand on the seashore; and your offsprvj s
inherit the gate of its enemy. '8 And all the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by o
offspring, because you have listened to My voice.” :

P
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60. 1337 1vYXY ™1 nx — May you come to be thousands of
myriads. They referred to the blessing given to Abraham on
Mount Moriah: [ will greatly increase your offspring (22:17).
Now they expressed to Rebecca their hope that this blessing
of Abraham would be fuilfilled through her offspring: *“May it
be God's will that these offspring descend from you, and not

from another wife of Isaac” (Rashi).

PRI W — The gate of its foes. In the simple meaning of
the term, they wished that her offspring wpuld always be
victorious in ‘battle. Haamek Davar, however, comments

|

that the Torah often usesthe word gate to refer to the judges’

and counselors’ who ‘convéne: at' the ‘gate of a city: Thus
they blessed Rebecca that her descendants should achieve
such a‘reputation for integrity and wisdom that even their

_enemies would seek their advice.
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After the veiling, it is customary to bless the bride with the
blessing that was first given to Rebecca:
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¢ The custom that the bride covers her face when she
approaches her groom has biblical antecedents. Just before
Rebecca met Isaac, the Torah says, “She took a veil and covered
herself” (Genesis 24:65).!8 This is a sign of modesty that brides
keep to this very day.1® Moreover, Isaac’s marriage to Rebecca
m_arked the beginning of the Jewish people. The bride emulates
Rebecca in the hope that she will be equally worthy in he

_ marriage.

Some authorities maintain that the veiling also has legal
ramifications. There are two parts to the wedding ceremony,
the betrothal (erusin), and the actual marriage (nesw’in).
Nesu’in consists of the bride and groom setting up house
together. The process through which nesu’in takes place is
known as chupah.2°

According to these authorities, chupah consists of the groom
placing the veil on the bride.2! The Talmud thus speaks of the

*husband “placing his garment” on the bride as an integral part
of the marriage process.?? Similarly, when Ruth wanted Boaz to
marry her, she asked him to place his garment over her (Ruth
3:9).23
® This is because one of the things that a husbahd must

provide for his wife is clothing.?* In placing the veil over her ™

face, the groom is symbolically doing one of the things that he
must do as a husband. This, in itself,'is an act of setting up a
hoasehold together” "Hence, according to this opinion, it
constitutes chupah 2
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The prominent members of the community spread a cloth on the bride’s head

and they bless her, saying, “May you, our sister,
(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 147:3).!

becgme thousands of myriads”

The tradition of blessing the bride with this pasuk makes us wonder: Could the
griginators of this practice have found no better blessing than that composed by the
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wicked, idolatrous Lavan?* What makes this i i

blessing proved ineffective, for Rivkah remained barren for decades, and when she
finally bore children it was only in the merit of Yitzchak’s incessant prayers. Chazal teach
us (Bereishis Rabbah 60:13): “Why did Rivkah remain barren until Yitzchak prayed on
her behalf? So that the idolaters would not be able to X ive>”
@ Thus, it is doubly surprising that we choose to use this historically ineffective blessing.
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Nevertheless, there is something exceptionally unique about this blessing. Rivkah

”‘“‘* | 39

was about to leave her family, and they were not pleased with her decisiomn. Theywould - V '

have greatly preferred that she remain at home “for a number of months or even a year” * ”:ﬂﬁ ” T ' ﬂsﬁﬂ ‘
as they had requested (Bereishis 24:55). Rivkah was about to embark on a journey to a 1224, Z

new lifestyle, one totally foreign to that of her family. While she sought a life of spiritual \—‘%
goals, her family saw-no value in her choices. Yet despite all this, they overcame their WwbND Y= .ﬂR IR AR nh

own feelings and blessed Rivkah that she be successful in her endeavors.

A1 9PN ey maan

Furthermore, the second half 6f Lavan’s blessing—“may vour descendants take
Dh” 305 D% 0T P B (b 1)

possession of the cities of their enemies”—runs counter i i T -

K,his own welfare. After all, his descendants would be among the enemies of Rivkah's é}é /0337 °03h B35 Danp 7”153) oD
descendants. As Chazal teach (Avos d’Rabi Nasan, nusach 2, #43; Midrash Aggadah v}y Deop 37‘35193 foor 7o H"”:, nyr
Bereishis 22:5), “Lavan did not realize the [consequences of the] great prophecy he S R P
was articulating [with this blessing]. By saying, * ossession : ﬁilﬁ’?lg’a :mP;PD’D SD ,.5‘”,". (™
of the cities of their enemies; he and his mother were cursing themselves while they (% '3 yenm) 30OE D1 963} (2 w11 wm)
blessed their sister Rivkah.” , B 3eb o0 ;s Y9 »3 Iopn o
xThus, what was so unique and special about Lavan’s blessing to Rivkah was that it ]’7? (") PAYT 37D PEM S DRy

was totally altruistic, given with no thought of personal gain. This made it the ideal { if}; 7§p9 1)) jgﬁ 3909 jgpn" oo J’DD;

and, indeed, the most powerful blessing he could have given her.? This is the reason it
has become traditional to bless a bride just prior to her marriage with Lavan’s blessing. "5 [ Pﬁ: ]6: opn 5 v K

For invoking this blessing indicates that the blessing we are bestowing on the bride is . U_é:’ OALD Y 067 DM bm_’ QPN b1
one that is being given absolutely wholeheartedly and selflessly. Ay b 715’ mh s "0PND DE3NJ
There is clear guidance and an important life lesson to be learned from this. When 1—55 a,w o9p’75 133; bofﬁ» Ty,m W;DE,
one person bl ther, while wishi : o N b ARG L ACCAR P/ il

€ person biesses another, while wishing only to benefit the blessing’s recipient: (?_”DP%:’”’B”“ LY QJ?D 7”: S’Pﬂ

when the one offering the blessing has no ulterior motives and wants only good for the e s
recipient—that blessing holds incredible power. Chazal teach (Sotah 38b), “The cup of ., ., ’} mh PD§ » b ﬁ"D »19’51‘)_ 9:"’36 7pYED

blessing should be given only to someone with a ‘good eye’ The pasuk tells us [Mishlei 05556 f)?’ ’D ’DD7’ DDJJ” (2™ 379 bpb)
22:9], Someéne with a good eye will be blessed’ Instead of reading it according to the , D 0939 ) oo9d yie)] 199 P ofY 7oph
mesorah [which is the authentic reading of the verse], we can render it as, ‘Someone 7 b o ohwo 33 'ZJ?DS’PE' 90 93
with a good eye can give [effective] blessings.”* ¥y gl Df) DJ?fJ o390 "P'}Jﬁ iy
. NPE 70b 35 DO 0 Pom H5HS veor.
- 2 ——
33 . o b op3d vph ph a3 7
4. 'The Midrash Tanchuma (Parshas V’zos Habrachah #1) teaches that the words “someone with a good - p’DD 3”5153 ] ﬁ’aﬁ ) 5”7 ) ":’35’ _’95_?}
eye” refer to Moshe Rabbeinu, who blessed.the nation of Yisrael with only their good in mind. The Zohar - N -
(Parshas Naso, p. 147b) teaches: “If a kohen does not genuinely love the people, he should not raise 0330k 0 dhpe
his hands to bless them. This is as the pasuk states, ‘Someone with a good eye will be blessed. Instead

of reading it according to the mesorah, we can read it as if it says,, ‘Somedfie with a good eye can give
blessings’” The Magen Avraham (128:18) commented that for this reason the kohanim say that Hashem

commanded them “to bless His nation Yisrael with love

* The Peleh Yoeitz (entry: brachos) asserted that when parents bless their children, their blessings are
likely to be effective, because parents genuinely seek their children’s benefit. In the end of Parshas Vayeitzei
(Bereishis 32:1)<the Torah states, “Lavan rose early in the morning, kissed his sons and daughters, and

blessed them?” Rabbeinu Ovadiah Seforno comments that the Torah relates this incident to teach us that ;
a father’s blessing to his children is given wholeheartedly and is likely to be fulfilled. \__{/F—._//\\*Jiﬁ\ .
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