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R. Nachman Levine, “Eleh Ezkerah”, Hakira 13, p.251

None of it is historical; all of it is true. It is not about an historical event. What it is about
is astonishing. It is about the Yom Kippur Avodah. It systematically and transparently
describes the martyrdom in terms of the Yom Kippur Avodah’s motifs of preparation,
priestly purification, lottery, calling out the Name, slaughter, skinning, spilling and
sprinkling of blood, burning, etc., as its central theological idea. Eleh Ezkerah is about
the aggregate death of the righteous, which atones for Israel as the sacrifices do.

N 199¥ N9 9710P 19 NIUN Y933 INHN

NI991D NNYTN I NN : T2 M0 - NNYTN NI9 NV D10 NNPH NDNDI NNY :MIN 29 IIN
9 - 1NN YTHAY JINN NNPH 19N 199 : NYUN Y29 1IN .HI9919 0P8 HY 1NN 9N -
D995 DIP1Y DY 1NN 4N - PI9350 NINND YT

2 N9¥N 9 P9 939193 MIYN NPINN NNN

NN DM ,9272 DYV NN NI9N DIPXTN NNV PIVD TIY ININ XY HDO3 7 ..
NN 2P (7D 27Y) 712 DNIT DINY NN PIYA V7 P99 R7IT2 W10 97y I
NID T2 VYTPD DNIY 1D : [X7979] D73),710 NN NIND DXI9N INY DINY MmNy
YWY ANV ,DMINT XINNI TN [OW INIAND 1D 1TID) 19 1INV] TON I 190V
DANN NIN 999 NNYY NNAN NIY NN INIAM .07V 107 12 INK YIND DNION
279 a5 NN DT 135 29 ,00P218 NN 1PANNY 1129

MAN: Perhaps one could go further and say that in the people’s mourning over their
loss, they identify with the qualities of the tzadik and thereby do teshuva, atoning and
elevating themselves.

R. Nachman Levine, p. 269

In the transfer of guiltless sons atoning for culpable fathers to innocent fathers atoning
for guilty sons—we the readers—we take responsibility and say (the alliterative
thyming) “Hatanu Tzureinu//Selah Lanu Yotzreinu™: “We have sinned, our
Rock//Forgive us, our Creator,” ...
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R. Eliezer Berkovits, Faith after the Holocaust, p. 125

The very angels in heaven cried out bitterly: “Is this then the Torah? And this its reward?”
Whereupon a heavenly voice was heard: “If I hear another sound, I shall turn the world back to
water and my throne’s footstool (i.e., the eatth) to #0hu v’bobu. This is a decree (gezeira) from
before me. Accept it ye who find your pleasure in the Law, which precedes creation.”

Why did they not utter that one sound, that protesting ‘INo’ to the abomination, euphemistically
called “the footstool of his throne”? If such is the footstool, by all means let it go crushing down
into its primordial fohu v’bobs! The martyrs, Rabbi Akiva and his saintly friends, did not speak
that condemning ‘No.” They knew that the real issue was not their suffering; at stake was God’s
act of creation, his freedom and authority to say, “Let there bel” The chosen ones know that the
choice is between #ohu v’bobhun of non-existence and their acceptance of the yoke of the divine
experiment of creation. Without their acceptance, the world would indeed have turned back
into nothingness. Only when the chosen ones choose to accept “the decree” does the world
acquire the moral right to continue to exist. As they accept the yoke, God may go on being
long-suffering with the rest of mankind. The world is sustained by the suffering of the guiltless.

God’s chosen people is the suffering servant of God.
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HYMN NPNA << VI XY DTN : “divine experiment of creation” NNYIAN NI : NPWID -
R. Eliezer Berkovits, p. 148 - Man is man only if he may choose between alternative courses of
action, and if can do so in moral freedom.
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R. Eliezer Berkovits, p. 107 - One may call it the divine dilemma that God’s Erek Apayim, his
patiently waiting countenance to some is, of necessity, identical with his Hester Panim, his hiding
of the countenance, to others.
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R. Eliezer Berkovits, p. 125 -The world is sustained by the suffering of the guiltless.
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R. Eliezer Berkovits, p. 125 -Only when the chosen ones choose to accept “the decree” does
the world acquire the moral right to continue to exist.
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R. Eliezer Berkovits, p. 125 - God’s chosen people is the suffering servant of God.
R. Eliezer Berkovits, p. 114-6 - God’s [decidedly| unconvincing presence in history is testified
to through the survival of Israel. ... There is no other witness that God is present in history but
the history of the Jewish people. ... The survival of a people that has lived without power is
inexplicable in a world that lives essentially by reliance on power.
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R. Eliezer Berkovits, p. 136 — [The Akeida] was not a command of God, but a request that

Abraham take upon himself this most exacting of all God’s impositions.
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R. Nachman Levine, p.251 —
Eleh Ezkerah combines the themes of loss and responsibility in the Avodah’s acrostic form to
describe a tragic anti-Avodah directly caused by the absence of the Temple Avodah.
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R. Soloveitchik - Why the happiness in reciting the 'mar'eh kohen'? Why was it sung with such a
happy tune? The answer is that the Kohen Gadol reflected the radiance of the Shechina.
Through witnessing the radiant appearance of the Kohen Gadol, there could be no doubt about
Hashem's acceptance of Klal Yisrael's prayes”.
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