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26) Rav Tamir Granot- Power of Judgement- Shimon and Levi in Shechem (VBM) In light of this
analysis it arises that the story of Dina should be understood against a broader backdrop that represents
the source of most of the problems that arise in Yaakov's household, and which arises from Yaakov's
preference for Rachel over Leah. At first, his ardent love for Rachel leads to Leah's jealousy. Ultimately,
his great love for Yosef, son of Rachel, leads to the jealousy of Leah's children. In between these two
end-points, his relative apathy concerning the fate of Leah's daughter galvanizes her brothers,
Shimon and Levi, born of the same mother, into action that gets out of control and ends in mass
slaughter....

When the brothers take over the reigns that Yaakov should properly have grasped, he loses his moral right
to attack them for losing control of the horses. When the wagon driver is asleep, the horses do as they
please. And the horses are not driven by moral considerations or a perspective of absolute justice; they
are motivated by their heated emotions – their anger and zealousness on behalf of their sister's
honor. Therefore, the Torah silences Yaakov and presents his opposition as a weak leader's fear for his
household – a fear which turns out to be unjustified.
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