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azo Joseph B. Solaveitchik

experience of returning home the very moment one starts to read his
prayers is unknown to the modern Jew.
I remember that as a_small child | was raised in a Chabad town

where there was a synagogue called the "W yw*ron yubs. There was a
tradition that the founder of Chabad, the Ba‘'al Ha-tanya Rav Shneur
Zalman, once prayed in that Shul. There was indeed one seat completely
enclosed so that no one could sit in it. This was the seat he supposedly
sat in when he passed through the town. He had come to that town with
the Russian army, which was being pursued by Napoleon. The popula-
tion of that town consisted almost exclusively of poor people: workers,
tradesmen, particularly peddlers, who used to travel to and visit the vil-
lages within a fifteen-mile radius of the town. You cannot imagine the

primitive conditions in which the Russian peasants lived fifty or fifty-
five years ago. Yet after spending a full week in those primitive shanties
the people used to come home every Friday afternoon. As achild [ used
to watch the people coming into the Shul one by one, with water glisten-
ing from their_payot and beards because they had immersed in the
mikwah. | still remember the tune with which they started to recite, im-
mediately upon entering the Shul, the 107th Psalm. o%wb *5 2w »3 'ab 11
OAN) 071 119¥M JWODY AN O¥3p SN 0¥ T OUK3 WK 7 K TR TTon
3R 3"p. They sang a hymn of gratitude to God. For what? For delivery
from captivity, for freeing people from a prison, for freedom; they
would cling to God; they came home in spite of the fact, which they
knew very well, that the next day, after sunset, they would return to the
primitive villages surrounding the town. The experience of deliverance
and redemption represents exactly the idea of prayer. To pray means to
allay the fright, the dread in the night; to pray means to return home.

As a matter of fact, why not pray in the fields, in the woods, in the
streets? God is ubiquitous. Why does the halakah require a house con-
secraled to prayer? It must be understood that even a yahid, an individu-
al, should try to say his prayers in the synagogue. Why is that neces-
sary? It is not the physical structure which is important. It is not so much
the roof and not so much the big galleries and the high windows. These
are not important. You know we have never cared about the architecture
of the synagogue. People speak a lot about it nowadays, but the halakah
was not concerned. What is important according to the halakah is some-
thing else. Bayit in Hebrew has a double connotation. Bayit means a
house, the physical structure, four walls, a roof, and a floor, and bayit
means a home. We err when we translate bet ha-keneset as **the house of

Synagogue: Institution and Idea ; 331

prayer.” This rendition is not true. There is no need for a house of
prayer, because | can pray to God and I can kneel to Him and have a
rendezvous with Him anywhere on the globe, even on the outskirts of
the universe. I am confronted with God everywhere. Bet ha-keneset

is not a house but a home of prayer. The structure is symbolic. Bet ha-
keneset, if understood as a house of prayer, is an institution; however, if
translated as a home of prayer, it turns into an exalted idea, namely, the
home of man, of homeless man, which is at the same time the home of
God. (13 »*% o1 o1p PPk mvn. Solomon, when he dedicated the
Temple, asked a pertinent question: @*pwn 30,y KA ¥ 0*pYR 2w° mInRA "D
{13 /1 ;R D'275) "N733 WK WA N13R %3 gR ,Yabss kY oown vy, But will God
in very truth dwell on the earth? Behold the Heaven and the Heaven of
Heavens cannot contain Thee; how much less the house that | have
built.”

And what is the answer to this question? The wipnn pa is not the
home of God but the home of man where he keeps an appointment with
God. God does not need a home for Himself. God feigned homelessness
in order to induce man to build a home for man. And whatever name is
assigned to this home is to be understood in terms of human, not divine,
homelessness. It is the home of God, because it is the home of man. God
comes to that house in order to keep His appointment with man.

7.

Solomon, while answering the principal question pertaining to the
construction of the Temple, also enumerated those people who need to
pray the most because they are the most homeless people. #om wwx nx
&% /n & ovho) vyh wn. Two people quarrel. Two friends part from
each other, and turn into enemies. The friends, I mean the two people
who lost their friendship, the most precious gift in the world, started to
fight. They were friends. They confided in each other, but due to certain
circumstances, sometimes completely unreasonable, they fought. The
friendship was terminated and they became enemies. Now they are both
homeless. If you lose a friend, you become a homeless being. We expect
that this homeless being, (8% /n & 0*2%p) M N*3a name ME% AOK & will
travel to Jerusalem, to the home of prayer; he has lost a home and now
he must find another which will replace the ane he lost. Homelessness
applies not only to individuals but to a community as well. Not only a
person but an entire nation can find itself homeless and lonely. Joy qama



g R e ety S o b oos

v'en

,"’; D e 1P M fisn ' D™z 00N P I Pen oo SN2 .38 315 (o) mons por3 p3Y 1363 w1

opews prp e DY ST 330 B0 pw Mo opey vnds o . WMEDIY 1DV [on MBS L oeE BEpD ; Y an

PRIS (0 q7 [9700) PR 237 poem o s vehi et Wpd roons ol 2 e Sep A Tebpr A o mm

et prg 7 SOEO DI O DI LY LM IEIRN G BEI D3 D BN 1 (M) £ 559 AT (3 11ITINE PYIDD S R [ren ¥

1wl ee veipEp . O'UDWRD BD rmEd "M i [35 ) ‘5 } !
i S ) k -.: by M NN VLITO AWLD . 0BG pay

:;wb ) I:”ﬁ Il:.ﬁ l?}:‘ o?’\\ﬂ:; cﬁ"-)rﬂﬁ - "IN ‘7;’ ,'k'-l'Fl-ln E“R‘—'.J r.\-w I.‘v.P 1'7‘\“" ﬁ’ fbﬁbﬂfﬂ . Bodn ?ﬁ :D'P‘DD Y pns

emoyn P oy o oM METINEOI ) 3 I YISO 3 Spr sk Sy - EER O 10 s o om

e st ¥ 38 107D ooy ph OV b - IS Ou s pee :oph A cio e

o st o gra © (8 §7EE) DI TTES EoEn NIR2 OV AR AP 597 72 285 wyh piad v . pwy pwies

02,0 2 poh omn oo NYN ;‘3’ Al ‘Tg-"'m' ;;"'"n wo ;’m BT Yon o . bhano bb 2o

[y LI I T 1] L] * v » "

mos pen P DD P b g Y YIRY DOV NIRRT L ppes s aps ot Lomsm bhy

2y o6 h o A} froy Domp devpp wher 1D RN YA DoEa by TOWILPE N wrh homws e b

e s WP ovmifa 8 IR N PErON® 29T (510 N T yovm 3ps don S Sp oepd

™o 3wl LR DUPT T (3) A dem ypmepy O 307 vax van PYED Ny S BuOd b php . miwd o o

- hogw'u“»mn?rp OSBRI 5 IPE0 00N e SN 337 W YN AN o P OPRT . owp vewoy

vm 3 st Cph NG oo pom b ojqmas P W AN TS g D B bsed nr fommoy

o o : “ .
b &k ,nl,;;l:‘: DEIEE £ nhEr . o3 A Lwrb i‘*"" g A N - bgms pwpps Hvy bR

06 307 7T B gp0 Tors Mo o S7am 2oh ores odph e

e e B0 TS B Cn DRI P pre 89D P Yy s odEr oy AT

vy o bh T I A e PP OO 2PN I3 PInM® 1A= o g1 S o £pR

e "P e 9phy wEp nip d3h Bodp oy E‘JE‘;“?L’) ym N oy A 'l blas yhownn 9303 pios Ppa ah ovpre Mo Lewoy ol
AN ] i {zyme

sz mmp yp (2) JpETSINT 9w fomer finbn oues ome DYYER e 8O% o oip BErs odEes b -.,I...-._.

My rs Y Enhphaa I oITem  wpoN e 30 b B Ao R 25y o b w3 odEry

Ll ryr ‘ )

-4::’ oy es P ",5,255’ g :51' m‘snbs-'“; P1 oy w‘m NO¥ T3 b e wny*z c PBEY D0 % fwip e (D

1 g e w2 i o (h 7) doh o N apat oY oon3 1 B0 LY pe e ih
¥ TP oo g o w10 D S NS 0T O o ey I‘fzz‘ oot ety

P wenrs s 2 i 0 &Y b T PINN® 20T P MR PR e Lo s hoo o ok o B,
3 6 gus a7 e VI WK CWINT OO0 DN UIZ ;' ek e 103 30 S ee 0)
= p P Sy owe Sy 3wpa Ty v 1wan von o ! o
mhyow >33 b5 MV RS M Wy 3713 1051 R O%Rt Y oy Syina o oo

TUEIM ITR ® eorn

eob g zes WIT TP REMRIRIND 2RI 1 27 YRV Ay xSk Snn opdyTa oo D 50

R M Sp DRSO TN KTMMPIT MR IV I PSR Sp 5p b v s
FemSreem ) SED Y AVRY MRV MIE 313 85X TR RO P N9 TOp UMD WINT SN DTN 1 g i
bxasn iy MYRN2 3 N oA eowe v Y 8575 v Sxeh xebb o e m e aobr (TR
trrp 4 wn 13 DPOR K3 INOT W own Ao 9P NPTYT XY ppn Ep RS YT Spb R TN maok
S g roer e YEWATTOR AT CTL D NTRIN O TOMAT 50K (3 AN DTN RIILN AT 0P W N (e pres)
v s R TIPS WP DS WP I IR TP rph 2 pmen en YowR TN
e b, nen P A0 M3 AN PPN VTRIN TPRA I T Mo D RO RO WO NP NI D Woe v
T T "IN RP3 MM 29107 s e M WO P P RN o privro b wrp abom [
e s bemn T3 RS T R AIRA OX R it SR owm w0 pna Ay () apats mn vhe
frlerpen e sm - ROVE RIR IO BOR% TT2 71380 AR® T3 20 70 WO R MY 00 O AN OPWTY 19 v b o
e (efrm e nobo e pban ey o® kobm R e An5a° xebo MR 193 930 30 Y e e
s pm W ND (DR 3 DI 50 TP YWD am Sy M T eR e TR BRERD e
xow e noy OWD TOW M3XD 8ED 3 ek ppnh w3 Shon omman ni e K91 Y RO 3RS a8 s
T o WP TN NED TRV 8030 20 BN 1350 TR WD RAPY RTINS DYN e SR e e

= DN 00 R PR g e ek anon Sy e San Sy e npp e’ ph o =

 vem e o TRDNN 0% R IR NP3 NIK 27T TPl o W R 0 R0V 3 KON Y oo D)
. e e R 0 N0 SRABP TR PR RO ER TPOEY KD ROEPI D NAR NTD 38
beed g am BRI D WRATT 377 0wpd Nk IV K9 N 3T mepd W R T
P7m R, I ey DWE SO DR WA 30T (980 STV T Y AEPe P 808° Tk K9 Snwe o o
ot 3 wwn 15 (7R M T D 8anb 073 MRS AN DTIIRD 0T PP P TOun 2R DU
Pra g e OWRYT PIPY WO W TR WO DWWV STIVY P ARYVT WPOR M 0N e &b ow *® 0w
ey D330 WIAIREM VD AM° W NI PPEAND JIR nBew T AN 1300 PY° B FUaWND s
R IR R 0N BP0 9P YW 1 P AT o oene Y2 pr noveS mn unor 7O O
T nenmenss 93 B S Uy oowh pamy P axnn T pewn e s o by
e O R LT ) N DGR PIBT KT NPT RRB2 A5 MR R K9 movy w83 oo S vy

o e e XN 37 LR VNS K5 3% nbio B3 IRyt bt et 195wS pren o o
TR {1 rrv e sow frh pléea) (A

11
e a3t YR [N WOED W3 TR 5 Yoo 0 ree R L O TINO I U PO 1A e D KTTW TR L 3TD Wk Pt Y2 un . vupD e Yo
™OMANED 'ren L TERS WD W V0ED B urD M9 . VUPDI TAWD KV PN SEE L ute mohn ane 52 ow T 1. Tre M o3 ahan o neew Y2 e
1AM TIEY T DUD 1Y 23 TR TUReT . vmies Swxdh pm AT 2T fme AT TTOE TP STITISY ST DON0 AT NE . YD AMD TN Yiph nowd
mn 3 micen T3 20 wes oheh o Perpe Tohe et YN no s wn BT TN Y A SYRT TR FERD . BT
rabyney W oae o qovr e mobuee L os e o hewer s tn B ooy n e T Yae b wom meem

T 3T kb MY RORED by g e M UTTR L e T e Y3 b R e 1o proen by S e . rrm
S 1370 1'% EEM . YV 13N PERR B0 JOWR TUN L FEWN T TER AW ST L PP e cxe

TITT AR [3 O AEEN KIS I Y e v RSP X3 TaT P ISP O WP &b o rp Ten
3 £z 5 prph o, prEhe SB3 PRI WNED R PN 4 0w fn fers e o BB terre rp armp ae
NI TN E L PUTIE CIWY BTN WO SM3) TIP UASTTRE MY 3% WOSR [B PO FTM) RYD LD ITP NV TD
WA WP I AR BT MO OnEr NN N L AW nemo W oimn [ (MY YT R nme e roer

iggﬂ'
!
i

is
H

LFH

3

¥

3
4
3
T

i
3
i
{
g
g
4%

ELERES
L
i
g:!
§
3l
£3
<§§§
Ll

'y

it

my
%

AESTY
a3

L

g

i1

i

33
i3
13

O



pRleDAnin

1"ann ne

bhp o Tyt vpn yavwn 191 .M I Dwa bhp o o1y Bn Bno wmen baw
P IR DYTY e KBTI DY EIp e MENI 183 9K TheR Ewa
ITPY %0 KR MIRA D IO YT BRI MR ATHT 29 BN e kb fakle]
ROR PP PR OSRIDT KR 0 mK L i SRS L apwan YR
DR YA O7IRT TN KPR T wbe kb 9ma bax 3353 qnven ow by
IRED o Owp A 5D ®Ynns 12 W ANR PR BRY ETPY 270 WK cmh i
LS4TTR) M OINVBT A R ODTKA ROWD KYR RN 51 vppD m YRAwen Koy
AR WA A I95T KON 20 RNOEM 7T S amaRn IDBR BT 03 9KD KOR
M3 15K AR et Yeer b avn Sxaeem bax aip
bwan by nnar mymp nw vaph 200 M owar A0 MM S X 97 B
DPUT PR N MR PR YR A 937 1M mRIT S e By an
DTYR PR AT A0 ROR ynph 2w 1k X5 .0 0m937T DR abanh DR
MY TR DR Pmiem Aben odoa DWAR REAM AT AT MY AT
TR MY ORI YRR 7R AR RO MR 1E5R 29 N A DvTaa Y 19T
AR TETS DX MWK 303 DB LYMPT LC 2T PR TEER MY IR 11aoma
TH2 WK INIRDNY UTTP M2 IR VAN TIPET DD VP annr obpe
N0 LETIpET Y ¥ LpY L5 maenb aen uatenn B oR noneb en 1vnnan
BHPIPI FAR OKI LKWNT 53 B Nbw yIp c AbAn wTpRa 1wy Lovhme by
AR 92h nop npep ansy 2303 wpen SYY amsy vue3 odvm by ymp abnn
MmN b b TR AR VP 133702 AT MY SY unpT 1D Anh IR
BT 5 NPT M LTI W 5E vp DR b ey Lanca 5593 o vbm
TTHT Y 5Y YMPY LIws 5V ¥ IR 18 AR By smp oW M WTa 1N
YIP WK AbAn o0bv1 by P OXY mEY 3393 NR yp &b Sys tnay tapa

Nyne

BT PR by J5mar awvph ¥up 20T LATH My Ry by

W A0 asw 553 @YY phor amn KIRT 1M .KIK 3 KXTR Y DR RMomp
Jvp% s o oewb ankb Lemph A% ank PR av ‘Y TIna b7 iy

963 DSICD o33 90 Bl 93 M
b oelon b3 s omI pom p
o0 o pevbe Th pap phy e
BTOD Pn vk wh oy > popoy
paven phy |omoe by wbbr £0 o
wo oh pren rh et eT B9
TPED 35 en o % weoms bib
00 D B OTn T el g

> )L g

DR RSUR ER e oo s 1 0Mae
RO B D70m 85 ok wnd S patn wor nown
M OPR T onnow wkt Op ot rronby
wows 53w o Sy L [B] Y03 b wby
NED YOWY MORY 3 merh mer vy Sv 5w
TR MR PR Oy mea o e L 3
39 W% SR 53wy 3 L P e 8S v
%) 13 R 585 nwew So e [ W pvson
Ko OO0 Py Oy v o e W o
995 owr R v e KO LS5 cmad
2R B L o IR B LU NS B
O O Sax 2 ow e So oA oy b nvwy
SO RI3WAI ATV Y AR BT 1) 1a0sd o
MIIVID TR AT L Py 30 W T Y
OW WWI wIpen £'3. W W0 oY oW
PINP5 30 10T L FERY O BRNRem WTp At
=S I A i o B v e P IR AR Y LN ) T
wuev ruon TR RIWS N BRRD v
pREL . mem b Y TOYYIEET O YT 0T
ve ™oz bz g M
whh il s b g
B b nn andd B
W% T wTE gmas n
Fp B gy £ ob ph

N ivial
=\

93 P R TS PR 2N v
93K L BN VR DY TERZ URY L 125 PR S T YT mos

g01 W O b Ry M5 w3y anp
oz hed Db mush Kb orobh pb b
D ooam
b TN ST W M ooy
o TN WTD W L) W
¥hors qu oo B8 B 1p Tomd
WD Imh PINI MYt Mo b wphh
gl 9ob myeny ola o wp
W DINI SIPED O3 B 90D D
Tra fz 1wy ‘v vodem oewp P
e 2lon ;ipEd s blee ip qom
uey oo bo o op ol et o
¥t faped anm L 00 opnd o oarlo
T3 D 5z bo oopt oo oo wh
Ko s oins ot TR 3 o1
Mo oy o sk Mo, pow Mo
mz %oy Uiz zuoy i prpy ww
o2 i2 pop vd o enb lp sy an
ool mis s e v b o
slap wlow to 0% o o0 sh e
oY Wes oI W o Ly gy ob
t¥9p , pheas apmpd
Cet rswr o der sepn ha p
-pihs] r}n&ﬂn s T L o2
’ e

3 s B B AR b



PN ~ 1 )ra s f‘j”’v‘j“sj./lf"” (6”' "

L)

oth 35 33 or L A5 ourn masy Sy i i 1A M9
shp ' ppt o pp b gh
11627 ©9pP DO "3 1 L ho nty ke DY)
3po A LMo mhee Ay Ao e w1 M1OSM
"D 39 BIP IBIE DT MR DL 133 v
Y Mo Bh B DAY 2Py ‘3T Ay LYIph P 5*h o
o oh p% o odpy Mo owpd 9% 1h1 BT M3
30 7 PR AU 1 on3t ‘o oAb b SEVIPs aohE
p1pp DR HO3 2P0 DS B3 B 37 DEM BD 37D
P03 2"Eh E"p DO 2D

3103 OFT A3 (* 33) peban 156 Ao 67 By P 2370 M T W
Bp0'C YD T W3 302 1139 oM EPoID 43 107 oD 191 P v
1Y Hod Ipat Ypar
PSD [MERL D ©IEN S 163N P3N DY PN Fanaze w1 ¥,

P17 v v by A6 paph Abe sond 1 dpy

v 5 5p7 %0 oras serp

[

VAN /A4S
Jeo ,’\./\

LN

'

o

NP PIME N AOT pAp S
75" Hcr oo e B4 o Shaps
BIOE DoInS WHIT 70 ‘M 10 B
P03 oy vp BB, DT pn
o032 ph pId PE w7 MHpT
90 2Em ooy ot ob bab S e
oAb 96 9% ' v boE 1p by
3w 1% oYL 357 qEbd praph 6y
"}p'ns Pamn3 SEh oM Ct bUph
2P T o PP Lo
E'H0 op ppy & =] lln-mf'i::'
oE3 pupp pbo gz Dt s

5 :55": "n

"% mib oNpm Dhinpo e
onnt oo dpw W3 =)
©53 2% 30211 7009 B9y 5

~ T

MANRD Y pph U WY P e wa e vy
neRY LYY R 3B (N B EYe RS
WX INIREM VYT AN NBI WITEA MD AR PR
M35 0 vIens 951 B npvpS SR AR 13 N
WIPER SRY oM esh s pviph avn vy
b nRY oRY oo by oW wapnn Sy pp nbn

T EYY 383 wpen Sy wsy 83 ohen by e Adan
Mnp s s R nRe RS o Y Amw R RS om
Wovhyw o' O;ommwn ppb P pmph 'R jmo
"oy ANk ousan AvBn B Lmns‘) sor 125 mhanw
PEtD P My (9% Y90 P5mh A bar pnan

DOAMETD NP PTen WD

136170 P0dan 156 *D3 101 3mb 3 n3 Shmgs 1y NS NDPN

SE16700D 591 370 3 b1 15 prbpn pEE fpp

L 19134 057 {59 21 *=p 'na3 “Ber=r 5y gioam e 1pn So sy o
PN OTILIAN O3 W A1 adun £+ o jmem aben oatp
[up> a0f %73 36ON3 BN N3 B HApn ‘D My frad oma fanh
VT3 DPECZL CI3ND3 T A SMPNN 1EDIED PP DM M 1D II3C
UH 0 0L %D BN N T 1TTRM oovas 1P ©3p1 1nb)
NPEN D' OF %3 ;b B3A baes g e james obies oop S wpn b
DIED DI G033 19D 3903 13 NS TV D o3 amp Frand ammy b
O3EN OILIH WM 3PI7 (15 DT 33 AT uon AY6 1psb s A%
TPT BN pep Sy vp So Sp7 Yho oo SAury vy prms w4
j3n von 6!15 DN 130 WER O3 1D A Andn pand BBy
7123 4977 OLD 79 Y3 4D |31 H9pn b5 1Lich wIp 1933 1wnee pa
1B OP3 ML Mk
oboim ©'9153 n3 09% 1ind o33 1N 1AM op
£330 9hned "o b1 papee be

D7 M DT Mo piLm

PhIE WICAD Yo mb B

L7y

fanr £37 nh P Hamrbunce h7ih ¥ (. nn) dwio o3 i
37 906 4T3 3P M3 MDY b bt Aove3 A3mp Hpvaa

53m3 purbe ST L 1T YEDY WA ET7 0 MpaT T A H
HIH 1B DTIRC DECI OWINIAL ¢ 1P Inchdng oid AR WL g
13 L9771 oade 1ws Mo bipd 09bas omnbph 2vmen ph o
PIE 300 15 I0BIS DI 013 10 pins AT £7H5 YMARY T pinch KB
wo pine D o76d Moh (0 HY) pIw ph pan 93 131
b3h 0%p3 "asa0 £s 3 Inbp AT oo 19137 L3% Eam e o
CT60 PH PHOD ™M IONTIT AP Wy 1D M3 B3ET EMD w9

: penD msch

e WEHID Sp b paey BT Np MANY NDPn

bd )

YD OF 1'3IP0D PO 1390 0L 9on I H37 ‘D P F1105 €79 D13kt amant L HIPND BNEA 1 Epnd b e By
I 72 E7pnD b prpb o0b 30 £5 010 vsmp pnh A+or 030 B5A 1H 1D H5C InhnT Yoy o
E1PS IS0 L7203 7nb3 20 dMEYNEN peb H10C odd N5 1H H7C 35Sn Pwna azs oPEMPT D'p3 A%
MP3 M {7102 “POIBD 13 ©3 A d7RY w0 wEn A7 YHcr v D36 200 Spenm Dnm
120 BP9 v b 63 pnpd e amand et va o B
1257 2n03D 163H OYIC3 TN 39 P Y o5 M by 1wt pSH Ao M 303 1y pOSE P TE 52 3iov oo £
:333 950 9 pop pravs opwE on o wap 0ol oniny Wi W b o' b

“p3 B3 1Inh 657 pPd S ph SHnEr 9 Sp7 pnpm
1B) H20 bpe7 Y69 p 2Bt NS MBI 139 3pY 11 Bpry
"o D IHpT P3N0s
h73 190 09 1w 6



th P
St wIpnn opn MR 9y e arn

PIW OUIMINY YR IORENAT P 0330 P

\no w.\, \‘0 Vi k] ..QEL

J3mng (3) 17 wen B (h) Sop v P amm e () 8
owdp odowm hopowr o Mop W omer 0

B 90T T AN WD B TWD YWD (3) 1 BN

onp7 oopd wbae 3p oh I Pad > » 3 e
obvp oyponT B 37 e PhY P "D e oppB
wba £ .DBUT AR () S e 9D popd amn
2ot MM ovpye den o1h Db OvE HBDONG (2)
DB Dhy DI LWIEER M3 () 1M I3 YN ovd b
onpEd DETP PAEEYD DEYI N HEd VIIE MY D CTPN
P03 ooyt pka s e [Evm) fod vRpd apTp
IDE D73 IS IMPY (V) SO PIvR o >"En dlonm uMER
B0 b Ybpod inbpoh mskh v ph poph mppEd

~Z
AN
IS
£
G
- aerFp
Z P2 8fnl
- 2E
o o
n o - F
5 BE L SEEE
3 RN -nm- - A% r F
-3 mqlq_ll_
3 = = Axf paol
= Dm -~ . Eganp &
LI = Pnawlqlwu
ot 2w m = [N
E Ep £ K b gpQ
[ n n B
n n DPhcAaADRE
.W = L o B
[ c £ .-.uMT wnn...—W
B hi 08 PREBEY
3 0 mm DW;R;
] = - H
ER k=2 s - mm
& B - R » P A
= s n E A
A . r Zn k&
g P h % H )
Fn & £ s ogr
5 0 F®%abfb
FR £ mnb 5
i a n qlu.mum...
[ fa JLA N A LA

23 ROE DY ™M AT WA avepn e

T3 KM 12702 R v760 QW MMIYNA 0ann
0733 T 233 T3 VIR 0w prvaa WK I

TR RUMDT KOPM MY U PUETD D3 KRIVR
RORTD M@En 98 00w )98 e e RY

D1 063 2520D2Y Mo £ 20 1 G
TH ™RD'DIN dpgf fn'DID QPIMhT
YGT'20NNd BUNOE B9AD RO Y
D 300 P PO M NG oS oy
POVYID 00 o> ‘mb prnonn
{20 030 £AY Yoo hnwo 10 Eon
2ord B ol nh \Bn 9pind 5o%
6321 0 B3 B8 So00a nbdh G
forho on reucn Ao pobn gos
of 6 'n3 vph G Y p o
Hi7 0020 ood olon Anewd Do
1297 wip 1 own row DY 1
£ Y Hp1 eh 3% 1 b nogh
Son popuc BUIN 3'hEn a3
60y 637 2100 13 oEIM '3 B
It oo BY > oha ooh alnon
on 5T Y3 rontdd w190
2 ppOD M7 o oBn 11y b
T T OO rhS oo oo
JOEDT P NI DEI 3
2U0 65 7ol 20 by

SDYERT M TS YD 10

DI Y2IK) TNAN AR RYD ORI NP Tl
VR TN TV TNAT 09 ’ROVRY T W Y Tw
T P USRI WED MR SRPITR WD W

K7 e 27RY ,oavnn ®9DT (MY or o

TN LT @AY o™ ST T oE D) T
TN TR Ha RYT Pr 5, panm prReo o ereb

S22 am ’RY proa YT L arma vra YR

4°303 L1013 D% MDY TNEH KD 3 N'wadoy
IDENED hooy 61 pkd PR A 01 olpe
10 o phomes B "oh 0 M S0 dp WO ONBEMDIOn oy 1ok
'3 pbnb 2 oY) O35 i3I0V 00 oD 36 chigd b pins

230 7'0ho pz vo K 5) n'n 0¥ % ones
O3 ‘DI 'BIHNIDE D3GR BOEN "Gk i
3 YIDPON P MG TIWY 05 D PINI PO 1B bh

RPTY RWIT yoawn DY0vM AT W B opm

m-.{)ﬂ #1\#

DIINNI wIPDA QTR AT MY AN P 89P0
1OBYE
TYIP W WIR PN R e ap (R) A0 6 R
odd Pob paned £ mipd v v P NaNE T
$ 9] [edem o_uu... m
¥ W (%) m93903 (5) ohery N8 AT 3 3
YTIPDA N3 (3) MY DU Annw (3T o
WMIN T TIIT WK UAWBM W M iR
YIPI(3) A5 A tBhn 3 wR Newd AR
IRIWI J'ARY OB °) o 3 yvpy 3N jono 3
K3 ORI 7 NEB AP Y3 nR P YIp wpon
PIPD 5P YU NSAN YL ANM IRD 13988 1T
SINPRY YD 7Y AOW DRI ANTYS 2R NEY
i
VP MR MR A Yo ans by Yip OR 2 2
MOW SHVIVO PN ST MY (8) WY ARV
D901 Y YIp DX 16D uBa SAk yp vy Y
$ON Y WY By b T e 7m0
b v %D 0 pom oo e

onooT

Y RN 7 ®YPD RUADM

PR I awe ohd ww
oYy YoM MEwAY 1D R bnd PapTw

DY *23 PV ITPY 37K TR ON ORY [YImwRY

TPER ,MowTHn oY LN1T0 IR BRI AW pUTI
3UKT ORI 0 OOV YYD onow i
DYIR DDV T AW 0T THWT PO R Y
27P0 IR D3 N3 R7AS T WYR AR P

SY pvwn DBWE PR OIYOUR MO SNy 3 RY
oy ¥ 0MwTa oy om LTy B ama vw
90 *7¥ NN IR KD PIVY TR P RYT

RPN KT .IPY PR DVARAD QUINDOM 1K ,menn
APD DI AT Y Y ITRY TSR own ormy

TPT NAn WK 0NN TR YoUn 0On WK WM 4

on 1any M
UK MW N m

TRY W80 2TMP 0K W3 M0 (0 oA v
R R LN TR T Bre 1R Ams bt
W 3 ANT D LT KON AT Y
TTPW TP KD PUAN W NNIR DTPRY Y

o TR N RY DY oY DY R0l
(a0 owwl) W pmsd pY M
Dipr pws 9, 0 oW s o
Doonpd Yo o

IEVG 500 * 303 & NI
mmdds o ¥ o3 _

TN 3 @ e vpn povNE oo
nolan o o D ¢ ooy
oYM OUALD POIPE SYMI P
q1 DM oy fvd Tnod oo
on23T DERD TN . 'bnd 2D
B (%) o pand mon3 mmpn
oeip M O B% By 3 oipn
320 pv0 13 ph b onp md )
B B0 fop N s 0% M
“G I0En Mo D3 P pED WY
BED M ¥ o'amiaT h Yop
M0 YV et 70 ol v 97 PR
03970 "BTM G Yhnn AYoom
£19M3 " ) SD LI VPG

27 900 5'D 7 PIDED BTN YD BhOE 1D D
) 5%3 DfY 1"ph "p OB {B 1 IDWLE DTRAD O NI
(*2} t12 opn 097 07 2oh A oD BT b

11D 10 36 ONBEIDM shnc 33330 MYD DN Hb 323 WD S35 N7 pangt "afnga
PIPDD ¥3'5p31 3733 Y9 Ak puon. ' p(R) NDDM
“2H UMD paTna Hm >t von M0 S0ind WRE D ‘o A

w

myy

TYY W AN O 2 ANt

W RN NI XN
MWl y1ph TR s vy KW 0w

NP3 DR R MMM AR menn Yo xows

PR ITI R NI W Onon Yy YR vw Yo
TIINI0T PR 7 MO 1S TV R N3P TR



]
/J > Jo M ““'J"?lfic 2D

(?JM , ﬁﬂf)

=) YINYT Yhn

MORT KI™T T2 32 0 kY Amn 0Wewn anh gnEn o kY ek
D7NP YT WYy oM AT an Tow e KYwoy anoh

PIPT9 .5"30 273 RYTY %0 ‘o3 aym T3 ToAR® N im
NP nYD2 000 0% mD mmb nvap nywa Toen

BM3 NBN Y

O AR MWL @ R 1 o noY henYns o nwasiws
M2 "230 AYARD MADWM WA NN AYARG PIA AN :0m nbon
MITY KW 30T PRO AWM T30 AMIM PNDWDR IR
TI YOSV YUY AR uyLY Y RYD TPY TORD MBR JURT
ATV A3 MY Ay SR

RO AR DY WY R MR AMWRY AP Y03 DAMZTY TN e
W_INN WIEAY (st Y50 ek T Pn e Sy emw monn
W 0290 TP 0 phTIY nawms B SR T nmaa o
7B2_B"IDN2 MWD wipn TR KM pYTy nwvip orapsny
R3w3 MR e v S o et oo N7 M2 mwpn by nmwnn
% W UIERT UTE oramam mtma XY bax YN v opRs
179%) D"aDW pod 19N vn Yn mwn 3D 4vanTa kI 1 ovhe
150 AT A%03 APR DYWI™ TN ROVIPT (1M1 1 APRSR A Ymn
AN TIPRTT 11 93 199 wpnan pYN KN DHWIYT Mt .mmon
A3 naen ohTny R

% |



1—3 P9 MIwa TRY
N373 AR PRV 99 9930 AL 40N OT B3
Jqnain T D325 DR R AR

Y737 PID
R mIvn
wypua NP3 NIN? TNY MWD ¥RY Y 2w ov
bipng M3 2I0WR APTRI X? R WP VY
nipp %33 I'¥pin MY SN2t 13 PP 191 Ppha
PRO3 R7 TR °21 ey Y B3 oMUY
199 MR TR03 MR RIR CRA R OROY N
q"7 N3 13 U oipn 92 TR Ml N

(v 97) : 0 DN N e DY RS
: BDZODD Nono 1>t DY BMAE N3 13 119038 BmedE Sn o 123 v

A= lral
(3" o)

2 Mg 736 336 pinn 968 $m D oery AD TP 9 (*ormsb vk 0=
P3P ‘7 BN 113 DI ARG O P33 e e 2%k 1uPIE copm

oWn 123 b1 2033 70 1Inbt . D6in 8 WIE noers 0 333 IBIE My o B

PIDPID 0 OPN3 WIHI OPN) OPIN B T B3 et ek 9 b TS B e g
PP PE DT LG 1 Bl 2030 ' 90150 B nd 89 £ oo 3pretd hyy Ip Y u
3 ¥23h 1 350 1B DUp 17 3 BE tp opns A b =

Nt
-
-

2 P78 o

G cfy |

$0 Pawa nvd Sn Mot wan Sy A ovs

R P10 obpw

2T

APIRI PIPR PP ongIe W wy nweng
UIpRI WU 1 UIPRI MY A¥mm DMpY3
DRI BNF 2130 B DR 12VED vnnn
BYTIY1 O'W) RT RIR DMYIMUR o7 oM
(W T %Y FIPYI YR Tnnav vR %2 .DIupy
AR N300 DR OPIEDR PR .pRi G
0i%7 91

$ 2 13T T PUNOW 13 Y3
1 0End 393 unhia ey 1R v hwon vy 33pog uohin wols 1phied op e
SERE 12583 DYID @ BT 508 ‘B03 B w3 939 SYs1 1ad S vp 93 o pvvm
1ot @ 3oh Byotn €6 SRR AN & B 1N D1IPD 1HYE A0S TE BRE b
16 vinh 17w hapn ims o 1B pnuns 6% b 1aaEnn B pIBE wE e L
D DRZE 0Hn 13 1Imb Jop A 1D M w3B S PYwE hp BYag 9p {oonn
o 138 0N PIooh B DT D 7D W 1 D0 R WD DTBEM DIIBE Do

Do wh 1 32 Spoh b Snpac jop b

ORIP3 .ATHD ADRR %20 A"IDE I3 — YOO
AROR3  ATINR 4% 10 .neyhawa anp any
DPYIWD INpPY UREY PRV 97

27 wn

MPTRI YW UIpml f9) 3T M nyivRg
130T 137 1pRa YIpRa M3 ER MR oY
1 NYaY apann Sy an? RI'W ORI )3

SOy 192 5 OR3P WIpn?

f's B1qe

t 0 Faw wepes St ah e mawsns

B1D @2 51 | 1EIEsn ‘Bra D119k 1 OIEIY 728 vhap mmpn I3 bio tovn

F230 13910 Wb 3113 nv '3 £V IMBO PR qu1 50w 13 Smhp 10 6L DEE oy

Y7 PED B vk 1 ppnd puzen o9 o £9n Sk woh (6vn aEE es oy

Wk o PPRR UA DD DN VeI mEp InhnD “p'e 19HI T P
LMD 323 1T WY o Bimp oo 3

38



(S /r. n 1RYEA
"I YW bR xapaw a3 v apbnngg
WA apbnn kY PRna YW opbne
w R AT LR Yw Mnn nrah Mnnn
0™M37 MR AT NYER WM, Pema vaw

J7IRY (7 7D "2 PIR ‘03) KR7pM2

mana phwr L
317 YT DAITINKA 308N N3YA% mm
NIRYAI AT MPW I1BIAT (T MIK) K7D
V3327 933 P 711, 9K Pubw hnn
yIIpY RS nn) P .y arn ko
VIppa RURY PV AT e by el
DAN NP RIW DU¥R P9 w namn
AN KA Py pront SR ot
,71D%33 DK X 2N197 AR O°RIT0I ¥17p% 12N
WD YA YPIP DR O PRY YDYR
YWY *nynNoI} L(ROPN °03) ROTAY Nan
QPUIBY  RIV  DOTYET DIMBD W
Phw NN R¥DI WIPHR DPRY 1 Taw
W LYY YR NN T pPRe  Srwe
ARMNI32 RNY*22 Mwwda oon,% /1,071
.13 ’R1
DY SV aympn nan? yam R
oin @ st 9T whm A mamma
121200 Y W AT YUY 0w
79 mYaR nmna ®n mYY ayeeT nam
Ry e Saawr mabm pebw prak
NUYw ANN NRENI KT 00 AYW DR

J09pY am by PR 2w YR

mwn nnab onb ow ,nrIna nopt Ny nnow
@M BRI IR AR RYY {0Y At qwana
O™ IR KIN SR abmeb v At o
T 4" D2 RYY 2 4T) (773 o W
NDYPN2 MR 10V Rn%Y3a 3A A oRT, oY
nmyma Yhon Mmoo RMRT P kDR DMonn

73R 20 WY L00% T onn

pya . P

0INT M3 Ay I — Uy pham
WU DVAWY adnm kY VT (k)
X3 vow Y931 Y93 aphnns kb1 ,nmwos
MIPR NBRIT A0 1WA Y yiph paw
I 0 5y — ramm myrn
9T R Y Y mavnb
100 oehy ua 1 avwY mmon
Ny opowmn Yo oen i nabvnbs (R
nudW nnn R AT M el LAvan
112 1PBR UMD PR YRID MaYn
PRW R¥P I7RY 13 WP A PR PSR
"ATA WY ANN2 A My Yy aympa
3RY 200 MY 1Y NMN3 /YR LRpT
7w prn Y22 B9 »7ppy nad R 13T
13022 ,073m%0 (3 ;7Dwaw? apbnm kY~
DD 1Y pwyy ubpn s nnR pRe
DYWIT PRT R DY 108V 032 P00 KA
AR MR PWD X2 AAWR VY Do
Y3V DyLn AT ORY 07380 WY Mowon
W27 5,2 uaw’ phnn kY vhppn My
Py R’YR Y S Yy aran shysa
DI T VT UTRIRIA 1Y a0 a1 venw
0"anIT YW W P L7 pID LA NN
AT Y NwYl bopn MWD DAR PRY
JIINR 279130 *won 'Y 903 ’VIAY 1pn
oyum WKy Y2 Y maban PR Xm
(3 1995 Dwawh WA R phan xYw
990N RYY 233 WA 051 oRT
‘0107 DIATD Y mDAN [ PR LDwavy
q%T 97,590 proawh aphnm kYw kov

RPNT (PY3T M7 DINR WpDpRw Am (10

K277 0 ¥¥ 9107 oy amnen SR e
TP Iy 00287 n AWM N POKT A (e
IO W T W WD AR 27 N
23R L1537 Ay L, WT9R W Y “DRA piabn
mIn% D3NN YRY WD DR 1 oven
oUwa MnY, IR MRS MR W MmN



P n

MY N M .ovwMT —  wepen
IR LT NI WY ('R o9sT RYD)
RWoamy MEIRD Yon nwTpn SR
MM WA PR PREDY L Anep
SN IR MBPI NITY A3 DAY N
oW DYNRY oan UMPpn AmInn (o ovnb
WRpm M W wYymy oYp owTp
WRD IR PR ’Y ORBR,0WIRA
m2N3 nartnw mgaRa Son nwmipn
oW vph avm mwmwal nwvnd
JURWR LPIRI NMBRA ANERT Y321 ANs
URR XY RIDAT A MR 1 Heana
7190 YIRT MUYIP NRDB "R nbYn KoM
DINP V) AW WIPRT NWITP NRDD RYK
DOTW IR ,XAPMT »AY MIDOR N
733 MRW (7132 >"wn KL *D0A Qv Imna
AND AT NEPRY UIPRATNUTTY U R
TNWITP ANIR NRDD WRY D701 WKRD
PR 9P rm R 932 mww wipnn
991 .7IRA 12 ROR onbn oWt iy proan
1712 ,0W MIWED ATNWE MR WY TR
YR WENY WP NWTIRI 0 NI

1RYA

TW — 5pni 21 ashm1 — m oYYy
MR) 7%yn% M3 S0 nran MM vaab
IPDT HY DYVIT By ey kwa (1
M93R P ROR K05YT v 1 MRY
JM2IND APTT 72 IMG T VBw Rom
VP LD L5383 Ypan maT a9bnws
YNPI XMIRT nnwn 53 owh winy
AAWA CPRD 1Y) N2 U0 wRe aynp
(R"PD nw 0 371 yrspb

It Pua pwad uor jaman
WMAN DI PRI 0, Mana wbwn
AT Wwwh amm b e e
210 5 DYRR Yvan™ 0w v yInb
%7 19K 93 1R %Y Y mbar
YT AMNAT LRRYY2 kY1099 nenaz pa
AWYRY A35nY My v k% sw 52,
CORR o

2

3

"3pya

o

27T 07N 97 ‘201 M2 NYRY R

AYMIP NN KN DBI 1 KT WPRY
wIean %y mbax nna wen ohosr Sy
VIPHN NYITR 72 W 8T AR L0302
"7 8% NP AMN2 WM NIppa —
TYR Y3R CRp Doaveb1 nmynwn a3
TPYR 17 °39% ow nYaNt NI ,00vwr
K90 wrym @vp oWt N T o
R RP omyey rva 903 b pvhoxs
WIN W NPT AMEIERD D31 L nvan
ROW (R 2) 773 ‘333 ROPRY /T 7900 n0b
DX OW3A B Mpn? — 3 DT Ma
XYK — NPIWNR D1 Y93 03 L ANIEIYRa
2027 K2 8 ey oA aam vipna
M3 9T T 7R MeY M5y neiena
DMYD D WIM 3 Y oM i
KP1TO®PY,’T 197 930 13 Ak wnw ana
IPRA — AWMD 7T 01eYT vt LR
WWIph NWATRY on 0pYn 1 L1 pna KN
TRRY LTIV RN WIpRR NOYVIp
2 WIpnA DUTIP NEpn W Abvna mint
RYTP MINS Y a%9m3 ue auay nnan

ne

L}

DwIP nP3% vy ahwir nwro %) .ow
PUYTPD NEpR NRDD 0 Tovmy obp
J2000 wapnn
DNM L7713 RN e ym
D9 DR NKM2 0%ean uprhw M
N3N 1210 5Y MYAR 793 TI0Y AISRY
WIPDANDITRE ¥R N3 oYw v
YA MREDI IPOR N3NNI MaAw (a1 by
ANOR 2" SR WYY hnn aponyn
W 03 — vy — pdpyy yn
RIPR3 NP NN NpR I L jamn
17702 WY AT Y DYPY) LT7NaY nmy
(1301 M 703 2w whpn
W OPYNR PRY LLwBn 3mne mm
NRW PR XY NS mpnvA obw
‘8337 K1.53K3 Y0 1213 1957, brwe
PRY,TIND 921 nh mvanyt ek P




Rending
the
Garments

TL ﬂu«h..}crw i) TP(T.P_IM...—H. ﬂ.n?.«..h.n. \.nr);

Until now we have spoken of mourning mainly in terms of
negative commandments, prohibitions. There is also a positive
commandment (iiwy: Dip) that expresses mourning over the
Churban. We read in Tractate Mo’ed Katan: *'One who sees
the cities of the Judean Hills in ruin should say, V"7 ¥ *2¥
~37m — Your holy cities are a wilderness (Isaiah 64:9), and
rend his garment. [If he sees] Jerusalem in ruins, he sould say,
mppw Dby Ama am wy — Zion is a wilderness,
Jerusalem desolate (ibid.) and rend his garment. [If he sees]
the Beis HaMikdash in ruins, he should say, nwp N2
wapnn 93w ngawh ma wnax MPEoa WK UNIKDM
maanb iy — The House of our holiness and our splendor,
where our fathers praised You, is a conflagration of fire and
all our pleasant things are laid waste (ibid. v.10), and rend his
garment.”9 If one sees the Temple ruins before those of the
city, he should rend his garment over the Temple and then
add to the same tear for Jerusalem. If he sees Jerusalem first,
he rends his garment, and then rends it again with a separate
tear upon seeing the ruins of the Beis HaMilkdash.7® Having
torn his garment over one of the cities of Yehudah, he need
not do 5o again upon seeing other Judean cities — except in the
case of Jerusalem, for which he rends his garment a separate
time. If he has already torn his garment over Jerusalem, he
need not rend it again for the other cities of Yehudah.??!
The commentators on Shulchan Aruch define the term “the
cities of Yehudah in ruins” as meaning that the gentiles are
ruling over them.78 It could be argued that since the libera-
tion of the cities of the Judean hills from gentile rule the law of
rending the garment for these cities may no longer be in force.
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ds do it too - living alone is part of nature
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THINGS TO KNOW

Why is this bird hanging out alone?

February 4, 2013

Have you ever noticed a sole egret standing by a stream? Or just one blue heron alone on a

riverbank? What happened to birds of a feather, what happened to the flock? (What's wrong
with this bird?)

Nothing it tums out. Many birds - like people — are living alone. Not ali
birds hang in groups all the time, according to Richard Gibbons, Director
of Conservation for Houston Audubon. “There are plenty of solitary
birds,” he said. (Yes, how well we know!)

Richard Gibbons in
the fleid

Dinirg Alone

Some of birds’ alone/together behavior
depends on food sources Gibbons told me
that my solitary egret was probably staking
out his or her food territory  An egret may
stand alone for hours, not even moving.
And when some good food comes along,
he/she dines. (These birds eat alone and
don’t seem to miss chattering )

Gibbons explained some of their alone
time has to do with whether their food
sources are clumped or dispersed. If there's lots of food in one place, lots of birds may go
there lo feed. If food Is scarce or not close together, birds won't be either

A'ong sgrat

Central Park in summer

For birds, life Is not just about food. For most birds, trave! plays a key role According to Delta
Willis of the National Audubon Society in New York, birds are on the move a lo, traveling
from north to south and south fo north — migrating In the winter, maybe 200 species of birds
live in Central Park, she said, in the spring about 275 specles live there (People migrate,
too, [n the winter thousands of Northemers — known affectionalely as "snow birds® - head
south lo warmer climes.)

Slighting birds

It seems birds lead more interesting lives
than | thought, what with migratory
patterns dining habits, not to mention
nesting preferences {(cavities or branch, for
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AND FROM THERE YOU SHALL SEEK
¥ /98 - Ye

iron. Father was unable to follow the logic of his position. He
tried with all his might to defend him, but he was unsuccessful.
Father would sink into musings with his head leaning on his fist.
The students and [, and even the Rambam himself, would tensely
wait for Father's answer. But Father would pick up his head and say
sadly, “The answer will have to wait for the prophet Elijah; what
the Rambam says is extremely difficult. There is no expert who can
explain it. The issue remains in need of clarification” The whole
group, my father included, were sad to the point of tears. A silent
agony expressed itself on each face. Tears came from my eyes, too.
I would even see bright teardrops in the Rambam’s eyes.

Slowly I would go to Mother and tell her with a broken heart,
‘Mother, Father can't resolve the Rambam - what should we do?”

“Don't be sad,” Mother would answer, “Father will find a so-
lution for the Rambam. And if he doesn’t find one, then maybe
when you grow up you'll resolve his words. The main thing is to
learn Torah with joy and excitement”

This experience belongs to my childhood, Still, it is not the
golden fantasy of a little boy; the feeling in it is not mystical. It
is a completely historical, psychological reality that is alive even
now in the depths of my soul. When I sit down to learn Torah, |
find myself immediately in the company of the sages of the maso-
rah, The relations between us are personal. The Rambam is at my
right, Rabbenu Tam at my left, Rashi sits up front and interprets,
Rabbenu Tam disputes him; the Rambam issues a ruling, and the
Rabad objects. They are all in my little room, sitting around my
table. They look at me affectionately, enjoy arguing and study-
ing the Talmud with me, encourage and support me the way a
father does. Torah study is not solely an educational activity, It
is not a merely formal, technical matter embodied in the discov-
ery and exchange of facts. It is a powerful experience of becom-
ing friends with many generations of Torah scholars, the joining
of one spirit with another, the union of souls. Those who trans-
mitted the Torah and those who received it come together in one
historical way-station.

Thus, the Rambam remained my friend even after mv child-
hood, and we are friends to this very day. Indeed, there is only
one difference between my childhood experience and myv preé-
ent one. In my childhood, only the Rambam was my friend. while
at present my study group has grown and includes many T_o_r__:E
scholars. All the sages of the tradition, from the davs of Moses
to the present, have become my friends! When I solve a problem
in the Rambam’s or Rabbenu Tam’s writings. | see their glowing
faces expressing their satisfaction. | alwavs feel as if the Rambam
and Rabbenu Tam are kissing me on the forehead and shakm_g-
my hand. This is not a fantasy. It is a very deep experience It is
the experience of the transmission of the Oral Torah,

Y
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20.01 Generations Merge

Related by the Rav n a 1alk delvvered at the Pidyon ha-Ben of Zev
Karasick on March 20, 1974 at the Windermere Hotel, New York City.
Zev was the son of Rabbi Mark Karasich, a student and personal assis-
tant of the Rav during this period The grandfarher, Rabbi Joseph Kara-
stck, starred his studies unth the Rav, as one [ his earliest students at the
Yeshwa, in 1942.7

This talk was later adapted for publicanon by Rabbi Abraham Bes-
din and was imnally printed under the ntle: “The First Jewish Grandfa-
ther” {30]. It was later revised and published sm Man of Faith in the
Modern World- Reflections of the Rav f39-1], pp 21-23.

“R. Akva declared that the father transmmits to the son comehness,
strength, wealth, wisdom, years, and the number of generations
before him [mwspar ha-doror]” [Eduyyor 2:9]. In the mesorah
community, in this fraternity of the committed, there need not be
any generation gap, any splintering of ranks. There is, rather, a
sharing of ideas and ideals which span and unite countless genera-
tions. This is the secret language of mispar ha-dorot, of uniting gen-
erations. Each newborn Jewish child enter an extended historical
family where he will be reared by the wisdom and teachings of
great Torah personalhities

Whatever I have said now ¢ not just an abstract idea but an
ongoing experience for me. Let me say that I constantly experience
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18 20.01 Generations Merge

the secret of muspar ha-doror, of combining, uniting, and merging
many generations into one communiry. This idea becomes real
every time I enter the classroom at the Yeshiva. In the Yeshiva years
play no role, centuries have no significance, and different genera-
tions can successfully communicate with each other.

My classroom is crowded with boys who, as far as age is con-
cerned, conld be my grandchildren. I enter the classroom as an old
man with a wrinkled face and eyes reflecting the fatigue and sad-
ness of old age. You have to be old to experience this sadness, It is
the melancholy that results from an awareness of people and
things which have dlsappeared and linger only in memory. I sit
down; opposite me are rows of young beaming faces with clear
eyes radiating the joy of being young. When I enter the classroom I
am filled with despair and pessimism. I always ask myself: Can
there be a dialogue between an old teacher and young students,
between a rebbe in his Indian summer and boys enjoying the
spring of their lives? I start the shiur without knomnmat the
conc usion will be.

Whenever I start a shiur, the door opens and another old man
walks 1n and sits down. My students call me the Rav. He is older
than the Rav. He is the grandfather of the Rav. His name is Reb
Chaim Brisker [1853-1918]. Without his method of study, no
shiur could be delivered nowadays.

Then the door opens quietly again and another old man
comes in. He is oIHE'ﬂ-Tm-quChaim because he lived in the sev-
enteenth century. His name is Reb Shabberai ha-Kohen [1622-
1662], the famous Shakh [from the initials of his book, Siftei
Kohen)]. He must be present when civil law, or dinei mamenot, is
discussed when we study Baba Kamma or Baba Mezia, Then more
wvisitors show up, some from the eleventh, twelfth, or thirteenth
centuries Some even lived in antiquity Among them are Rabbi
Alkiva [ca 50-135], Rashi [1040-1105], Rabbenu Tam [ca. 1100~

1171 , the Rab  [ca. 1125-1198}, and the Rashba [ca. 1235—ca
1310]. More and more keep on coming in
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20,10 The Study of Torah

Related by the Rav m his address on “Gerut nverston "o the
Yestiva Unrversity  Rabbune Alumm, Yeshiza Unrversity, Fune 19,
1975

My credo regarding the Torah and the way Torah should be taught
15 based upon the Torah iself I have been a rosh yeshwva or a
teacher of Talmud all my life, or at least the major part of my aduit
life. I have taught many, many people, and when I teach, ume
comes 1o a stop for me I do not look at the tmepie ¢, the ¢lock, or
at my wristwatch I just teach I do not know how to expiain 1t
but teaching has a tremendous and a very strange impact upon
me When [ teach Torah, | feel the breath of etermity on my face
Even now, in my old age, teaching Torah and giving shiurnim
relieves me of the fear of death and all the gloomy and depressing
moments which elderly people go through. When I teach Torah, [
feel rejuvenated and as if I were twenty-five or thirty vears old If
not for the study and teachung of Torah, I would have lost my san-
ity in the year of my triple mourning 1n 1967 when I lost my
mother, brother, and wife I was on the verge f mental callepse
and breakdown I cid not break down, ! emerged victorious That
victory over despair was due t one thing only, I would say my
overwhelming dedication to Torah and teaching Torah 1 am not
trying to brag or to boast, 1 am tething the truth [ was sick that
year and the following year. ] felt somehow that because of teach-
ing Torah I was not alone and that I had somebody That some-
body was invisible, but I felt His presence, I could confide tn Him
There was somebody on whose shoulder I could cry, and there was

somebedy from whom I could almost demand words of solace and
comfort. , .

%;P;‘Eli

The cathartic impact on me of studying Torah 15 rooted 1 the
wondrous experience I'a]ways have when I open up the gemora
Somehow, when I open up the gemora, either alone or when I am
in company as when I teach others, { have the mmpression, do not
call 1t a hallucination, as if I hear, so to say, the soft fodtsteps of
somebody invisible. He comes in and sits down with me, some-
umes looking over my shoulders It is a simple idea, not mysucal at
all. Our sages already stated that “the Presence of God dwells
among [those who occupy themselves with the Torah]
Whence can 1t be shown that 1t apphies even to one’ Because 1T 15
said "Wherever I permit My Name to be menuoned, [ shall come
10 you and bless you’ [Exodus 20:211"" [Avor 3 7; Berakhot 6a)
We all believe that the One who gave us the Torah has never
deserted the Torah. He simply walks and accompanies the Torah
wherever the Torah has, let us say, a rendezvous, an appointment
or date, with somebody. The Giver of the Torah 15 there!

Therefore, for me the study of the Torah has never been sim-
ply a formal rebgious duty that mandates an intellectual act or per-
formance. The sansfaction I derive from 1t 15 much more than the
fulfillment of a mitzvah alone. It 15 true regardless of how impor-
tant a role the intellect plays in the study of Torah You know very
well that 1 place very much, a great deal, of emphasis upon the
intellectual understanding and analysis of the halakhah You know
that this 15 actually what my grandfather Reb Chaim introduced
You know, and I can tell you and I have told it so many times, and
1 will tell it again. Our methodology, our analysis, our manner of
conceptualizing, inferning, classifving, and defimng concepts of
halakhic matter do not lag behind the most modern philosophical
analysis. I happen 1o know something about modern_philosophical
analysis We are far ahead of it, because the tools we employ 1o
analyze a talmudic discussion are the most modern The logical
tools and the systemological implements which we employ 1n
order 10 analyze a sugva, or talmudic subject, for study, whether 1n
Baba Kamma or any portion of Shas, are the most modern. They
are very impressive. My grandfather had a great share in this
achievement Anyway, we avail ourselves of the most modern
methods of understanding, abstracung, inferrning, classifying,
defining, and so forth and so on. So there 15 no doubt that the
ntellect plays a tremendous role 1n the study of Torah. However,
this study 1s more than simply an intellectual performance Itis a
toial, all-encompassing, and all-embracing involvement of the
mind and heart, will, and feeling—the very center of the human
personality The emouonal side of man, his logical bent, the volun-
tenistic impulses can all be usefully employed 1n plumbing the
depths of Torah

[ 33

Believe me when I tell you that 1 myself could never have_

endured the past years had | not felt the close proximity of

Gad. I am not a Kabbalist nor a mystic, so when I speak of the

nearness of God, it is somethin

of the Talmud in order to study, When I am thus immersed in
study, I feel as if the Almighty 1s there standing behind me,

putting His hand on my shoulder, Tooking with me at the text

lying on the table and asking me about 1t. This is not some-
thing [ imagine For me this 15 a true-to-hfe experience
Feching remote from God 1s a ternble experience What
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It 15 customary to recite 03t DR before 73 93 Thes prayer was obviously composaid for men
If a woman wishes to recite it, she should omit sthe portions in parentheses.
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At the personal level, too, the lack of madda poses potential praoblems. To be
sure, as long as one remains securely ensconced within his bastion, insulation offers
comforting security, although as recent Eastern European and North African
history demonstrated, if the walls are penetrated they may come crashing down. At
the same time, it may render one’s view shallow and even crude—delineating too
precisely He who can at most only be vaguely apprehended, and only perceiving in
general outline that which can be carefully analyzed; bereft of imaginative sweep,
and thus confined, not just spatiotemporaily but spiritually, within the four ells of
a very pedestrian existence. Spiritual experience may thus be admirably profound
and intense in one sense and yet simplistic and superficial in another.

What may occur at the interface of both sectors can be illustrated by a concrete
example, [ recall the respective funerals of two of the giants of our generation, Rav
Aharon Kotler 2z, and Rav Mosheh Feinstein, zz"[. Of those who delivered
eulogies about the former, only one— Mr. Irving Bunim, a layman—provided any
real insight into his personality. All the others lamented the loss of a great gaon and
zaddsk and appropriately exhorted the audience to take stock and to take heart, but
nary a word of genuine portrayal. The scene was pretty much repeated at Rav
Mosheh's funeral (in Jerusalem). Again, the familiar dirge over the loss of a gaon and
zaddrk, some account of his profound commitment and prodigious diligence, but
barely the faintest trace of a portrait, Incredibly, the most basic aspect of his
contribution to the Torah world, the scope and nature of his activity as a posek, was
virtually ignored for reasons which can only be surmised.

It was all very true, very sincere, and terribly deficient. One reflected in dismay
and disbelief that a listener who had had no previous knowledge of either would
have come away from both funerals with the impression that there was relatively
little difference between the gedolim. He could think of both under the rubric of
several abstractions and genuinely mourn their loss. But he would have very little
idea of who, specifically, they had been, He would surely have no inkling of their
being, respectively, a perpetual dynamo, almost a firebrand, and a remarkable
blend of boldness and meekness; of their approaching both the study and the
implementation of Torah in very different ways, It was astounding that talmide
hakbamim who were habituated to noting the finest distinctions in a halakhic sugya
could so utterly fail to delineate and define persons they had known and admired;
and it seemed unlikely that this was simply because they were now overcome by
grief. I sensed that the requisite powers were simply lacking; and I reflected that a
measure of certain aspects of general culture could have remedied the deficiency.

Whoever has artended similar funerals can probably attest to parallel experi-
ences. Nevertheless, it will be rejoined, is this truly significant? Does it really marter
if one thinks and speaks of these &Seonim as archetypal gedolim, without reference to
their individual personalities? Even if one grants that jokbmalh would have helped
flesh out these portraits, would that be genuinely material? For myself, I must
answer in the affirmative, To be sure, such insight does not deserve the very highest
priority. One can lead an upstanding Jewish life without it, and yet it is no pittance,
Frequently emphasizing the need to understand people properly, Rav Soloveitchik—
taking note of the biblical account, zeh sgfer toledot adam (“this is the book of the
generations of Adam;” Genesis 5:1)—was wont to remark, “A man must be studied like
abook.” All the more so, ifheis a gadol;if grasping his essence accurately in a fulfillment
of “But thine eyes shall see thy teachers.”**?

What has been asserted with respect to this particular point is true of madda
generally. It is not a necessity, but neither is it quite a luxury. It is certainly not a sine
qua non of spiritual existence, but it can enhance it measurably, Let us bear in mind
Rava’s statement that, when a person stands for eternal judgment, he is asked not
only whether he had dealt honestly, designated times for Torah study, and engaged
in procreation, but also, “Did you pursue wisdom? Did you perceive one matter

nl44
from another? C\
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deportations of the Holocaust: the Nazi Final Solution targeted all Jews. In
Auschwitz, visibly pregnant Jewish women were selected on arrival and
gassed; a few were subjected to atrocities at the ramp, like a Greek woman
who was kicked so hard in the stomach by an §S man in summer 1943 that
she immediately aborted.™ Jewish prisoners whose pregnancy was discov-
ered later on, after they had joined the ranks of registered slave laborers, were
also regularly gassed, either before or after giving birth, and their newborns
were killed, too, “Jewish children were immediately exterminated,” the for-
mer Birkenau camp compound leader Johann Schwarzhuber admitted after
the war. In other KL in the east, too, babies born inside were murdered; in
Riga, SS men even preserved the corpses of a few infants in a special solu-
tion. Meanwhile, some women returned to work after they had suffered a
stillbirth or after prisoner doctors had carried out a secret abortion.™ In
Auschwitz, prisoner doctors and orderlies even conspired to kill newborn
children to save the mothers. “And so, the Germans succeeded in making
murderers of even us,” Olga Lengyel, who worked in the Birkenau infir-
mary, wrote after the war. “To this day the picture of those murdered babies
haunts me.”™
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385 MORNING SERVICE

KINNOS

KINNAH IN MEMORY OF THE MARTYRS OF CHURBAN EUROPE
by Rabbi Shloma Halberstam, shiita, Bobover Rav

K1 1M1 Remember, please, and lament, O all of Israel,
let your voices be heard on high.

For Germany has destroyed our people, during stormy days of the World War;

with killings, horrible and cruel, with starvation and thirst.

For all generations, do not forget,

until you will merit witnessing the fultimate ] consolation.

[Remember | their screams and their weeping as they were
tightly packed and locked into the train's [cattle] cars.

Like sheep to the slaughter they were led to be
incinerated in the crematorium ovens.

May the sound of their pleading cries be eternally remembered,
by the One Who dwells in the Heavens,

When they praclaimed, ‘Shema Yisrael’
they offered up their ves to the Lord of lords.

Roshei Yeshivah and theiwr students, and the
multitudes of Your people were there.

They enslaved them with brutal tortures,
and they slaughtered them with high-handed arrogance

The blood of tender babes cries out to You from the earth, [saymg;]
‘Exact vengeance for the children and the women;

let no living soul escape alive!’

For the burming of thousands of study halls and synagogues,
and for myriad of Torah scrolls and their students,
we shall lament with raised and screaming voices.

They set God's sanctuaries aflame, they ignited them,

and our eyes witnessed this,

Let those who lit the fire suffer retribution;
may God jdge the corpse-filled nations,

Cry out loud, O heaven and earth, for the thousands of cities, citadels of Torah,

for the countries of Europe and their Jewish communities,
the heirs and trustees of our traditions,

for righteous tzaddilam, elders, pious chassidim,
all those who cleaved unto a faith so pure.

From the day we were exiled from our homeland,
there was never an annihilation as awesome as this.

Be compassionate with our remnant; look down upon us, please, from heaven,
at the [deathJcamps of the martyrs, ten times as many as those who left Egypt
Rebuald our holy Temple, and prowde us with double consolation,

Exalt us, and bring us back to Zion and Jerusalem.

kinnah 1o bemoan the tragedy of Churban Ex
ropa, and it is recited in many congregations.
When the Rav was asked for permission lo in
clude hus kinnah and its iranslation in this edition
aof kinnos, he graciously conceded. Then he ex-
plained why he had wnitten 3t "For years | had
wanled 1o express my grief over my personal loss

and Klal Yisrael's loss, in a special kinnah but [
hesitated. I felt that 1n urder to compose a kinnah
one must be on the exalted level of R Elazar
HaKalir, who wrote with Ruach HaKodesh,
Divine inspiration. Moreover he was a masier of
Kabbalistic secrels and knew the mystical incan

1ations of the minssiening angels. Sull, many
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#5131 Remember, plea ¢ The desirucion
of European Jewry by the Nazis duning Waorld
War I1 was the must massive calanuty to befall
our people since the Destruction of the Second
Temple. As explained in the prefatory notes to
ktnnah 25, which laments the devastation af the
Crusades, Turah Jews recognize that alk Jewish
mi fortunes have their roots in the tragic event
of Tishah B Av Therefore we designate no new
days of mourning to commemorate later event .
bul include them in our Tishah B Av Kinn
service.

The Bubover Rav Admor HaRav Shlomo Hal-

hym 1Ry UK e

berstam K w'Sw 1s a scion uf Sanz one of the
must illu tnous Rabbumie and Chas idie dynas
ties The Rav lost everything in the Holocaust
family, friends, folluwers, disciples and students
in the thousands. The Rebbe arrived in America
after the war with nothing bui the clothes on his
back and a burning determination to rebuild
what 1he Naz' destroyed With the help of
Hashem the glory of the House of Bobov ha
been restored and one will find dozen of
Bobuver in nitulions and thousands of Bobuver

hassidim in every corner of the globe.

In 1984 the Bobaver Rav compased a  pecial



