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(2) Rav Aharon Lichtenstein (Leaves of Faith, v.2 pp. 138, 140)

Finally, the suffering soul turns to the Ribono Shel Olam not only as Avinu she-ba-Shamayim but also as an ah letzarah, as ... a fellow
sufferer. There is strength, there is comfort in sheer commiseration, in the bare knowledge that somehow He, too, has been affected ...
Awareness of the divine anguish serves to ameliorate the human ... the Midrash perceives hurban ha-bayit and the attendant national
exile as no less a divine, than a human, calamity ... For us, commiseration with His troubles supports us as we see to transcend our own
anguish. A neighbor of ours, Leib Rochmen, who lived through the Holocaust and wrote about it, once was asked by a pseudo-
philosopher guest where the Ribono shel Olam had been at the time. Looking her straight in the eye, he responded calmly, “Er iz geven
mit unz” (He was with us). And, as he repeated the story, one sensed how much the awareness of that presence had sustained him.”
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(19) Rav Yehuda Amital, “Confronting the Holocaust as a Religious and Historical Phenomenon”

Indeed, our mourning for the destruction of God’s House stands at the center of the fast day of Tishah be-Av. Yet there is a
tragedy worse than the destruction of the Temple. [...] A short time ago, someone said to me “I have gone through a great
deal of Holocaust literature, and | now find it difficult to recite the Kinot of Tishah be-Av or to read Lamentations.
Everything described there pales in comparison to the Shoah!” I replied to him: “Is this a problem? On the contrary, this is
exactly how Tishah be’Av should be. If one does not feel that Lamentations and the Kinot pale in comparison to the Shoah,
the only explanation is that he is suppressing the memory of the Shoah.

(2"VN ,NNINY AVIT — N"P-0"2pP 'MY) WTIP YR (20)

MY NP3 YR DNDM N1 WIR DI0 AT ANDY ... DY MRAD NNIY NNR P71 MR ANY 09210 1IRWY 198 103 DNDW NNR 1N
INNNR NI RY NP TP IRN HRIWY MIANND YNV ,WITH ,RIN3 ,PIDA TAHYI NNDY 2IRN HRIW? HY 172YY DO YN

10 VN 191 ,70323 ,p"N1RA 137102 ,00 DIV YRIWIS 1R RY TIY 198 103 DMNDW DMIMRY DWIRD 19R 23 — NNIN) NN
DY TP ANYN TN 9N NPV IINIXRY IT RN DN T (K2R

DNNMIN DWYIN IWTINY NV YT MNMMI,MIYN N1 Yar ;719 10 279N MwT Y% TP 1A NRad 71 :n"n] (¢
1% DN T, DMING 'R RY 9993 HRIWY TWR TM'7 1712723 HIN 17272 YT 08D ,2WN YYN HRTIWY A 1YY DINWNA
[92nnn 2™on Y9I N P OV — Py 9302 07N NN




