
vtuav ouh
 (1c euxp s erp ohrcs i"cnr

hrpxc urnt lfu /h"ar iuak 'ugrd, tk ifu ',uhmhm anj ckukc ihbhn vanj ihkhp,c ,uharp anj iudf - uphxu, tk
/ / / (vtr)

lfu /utkc rcug '(dk ch t"n) ogcrhf uckn tsca asjc dj vaga iudf vnmg hbpc vumn ,uagk tsc ukhpt h,gs hpku
cu,fa vn kg uphxuv tku u,jp tku ktrahk ovk usng ohthcb ohbunau vtn 'vkdn tren ihbgk (t sh vkhdn) urnt

vnf ovnu ohbez vanju ohbuna (z"v t"p vkhdn) hnkaurhcu /wufu aurs htn vkhdn trenn .uj ,jt ,ut ukhpt vru,c
ubk rnt lf 'van hpn uuymba ,umnv ukt 'van ,t wv vum rat ,umnv vkt cu,f urnt 'rcsv kg ohrgymn uhv ohthcb

sg rcsc ihb,ubu ihtaub oan uzz tk 'rcs ubk asjk ohmur r,xtu hfsrnu 'ofk rcs asjk sh,g rjt thcb ihtu van
;hxunk ubsnk tka tkt 'uhkg ;hxu, tk kkfc thv f"t 'ovk vruxt uzv vumnv v,hva hrv /wufu ovhbhg v"cev rhtva
iudf 'rsd ouan ohnfj ube,a vnu v,gn rcs uc asjk htar thcb iht ",umnv vkt" rnta cu,fv in tkt thcb hp kg

:vru,c v"cev hpn ibhtu vzv rsdv ouan ova gsha sckcu 'vru,v in vumn thv uz 'ivc tmuhfu ,uhrgk ,uhba

 (2c sung jh ;s vbav atr ,fxn hkcc sunk,

oumu hahnjv oumu hghcrv oum ,utcm wv rnt vf (j vhrfz) ch,fs htn :tshxj iugna cr rnt tbzhc rc tbj cr rnts
uhvh - ouka aha inzc 'vjnau iuaa uvk hreu 'oum uvk hre /vjnaku iuaak vsuvh ,hck vhvh hrhagv oumu hghcav

iht 'oum - sna ah 'vjnaku iuaak uhvh - ouka aha inzc :rnte hfv :tpp cr rnt /oum - ouka iht 'vjnaku iuaak
khtuv 'ctc vga, hbta :tpp cr rnt - !hnb ctc vga, 'hfv ht /ihbg,n iht - umr 'ihbg,n - umr 'ouka ihtu sna

 /rhgv varjbu 'r,hc vsfkbu 'vhbacu vbuatrc ,hcv crj ctc vga,c :rn rnts /,urm uc ukpfuvu

 (3y e"x pe, inhx ohhj jrut ovrct idn

ugce tku ,prmc ohrpx ohtkn ,ubure wf uprab ouhv u,utca wubg,vk ohshjh udvb ,ej wp haav ouhc thb,v c,f
ts whndr,n vru,v ,ej ,tz vru,v wrhzd orud varpv ouha ovk gsub oukj ,kta lu,na hbpn asjv hnhc u,ut
ihdvub od :ivf h,pav kgc rcja wujhkxc a"nf ouhv u,utc ,ukusd wukhve hba ucrjb j", ,bac odu 't,hhrut ,rhzd

:vyn hf vhrca tpr whyapu trvb trvb ihkup ,ufkn kfc iuhxc whrag ,ubg,vk

 (4tx inhx j"ut ejmh kfhv ,"ua

',unum ws kg od vae if ot vbv 'k"z i"cnrv ,gsk uphxu, tk ka aaj ah vzc ot ',urusk ,hbg, ,ghce ihbgku (c)
h,an ,jt f"gu 'v,gn rcs asjk htar thcb iht tkv 'thae tpud tv '(j"h v"r ihhg) oubeh, ohthcb vkt rnt, tna
,uumnv ,ndus vz ihtu 'okugk vz ihta 'uphxu, tk kkfc vz iht 'ktrah ka i,kutdc kycvk ohsh,ga iuhfa ut 'vkt

tucha sg ,urusk hbav ,hcv icrujc gceb tkv ctc wy kct 'wufu ouka iht 'c"g j"h v"r ihhgu) 'sg hnkugk iva vru,ca
vcua,v ,umnn ekj ov ,unumva ut 't"cc 'ubesm jhan tuchaf ,hbg,v kyc,ha 'lf ishs iusbc od f"tu '(sus ic

od f"tu 'vcua,k ,urrug,v tkt vpxuv uz ihtu /a"hhugh ',hbg, ,ufkv ahrc lf rnut o"cnrv hrva 'shn, ,dvub thva
/ / /lf ubhbpka iusbc

ubhcr ka cvzv ubuakfu 'vcua,k rrugk thv vbuufvu khtuv 'k"z i"cnrv ,gs hpk aaj itf ihta 'h,gsk rehgv (v)
rrugk hsf ovc ugrta ,urmv hbpn ovc ohbg,n ktrah kfa ohnh ah 'wt vfkv wv erp ,hbg, ,ufkvc k"z kusdv

i,ut ubku ovk orda sg ubhagnf vhva ubh,uct vagnu ohgrv ubhagnk iurfz ,tz whvhu vcua,v hfrs ju,pk ,ucckv
ktrah kg vzf icruj tc oukfu /k"fg o,uct iugu obug ,t usu,vu rntba chyhvk cuab ukt ohrcs iurfzca ',urmv
ubhkg tca ouhtvu trubv icrujv u,ut kg vba vba vcua,c rrug,vk lhrmu 'vbch vrvn 'asenv ,hc crjba ouhn

iht 'vzv iuakc arpk ubk rapt hrv ohrgrgnv ,gs ,t jhbvk ',tz scknu 'k"bv aajk ouen ihta tmnbu 'ubh,ubugc
tk ot (i"a, ,ba sg iudf) vgush vpue, ;ux sg ut esm qvrun :k"m tnaq sruhu tucha sg tkt ,hbg,v ,t ihgcue

 /taajs taaj hshn ;t ubtmh vzcu 'zt sg sus ic tuch

ubk ah f"gu 'jhan hkcj tuv ubhkg rcga vna rapt gsuh hnu vnjknv vrndb tk ihhsg :uvzu hsdb sjt hburgv okutu



r"vtc u",aus ushsh hbbv vzcu 'ck ,nua,k hutru ogy i,ubc uc ah vz eunhb 'vnjknv hrjtk sg vykjvv ,t ,ujsk
 /dumrv hukv ehzhht ejmh vguahk vpmnv x"yfc ufrcnu

 (5tfa, inhx c lrf ,udvbvu ,ucua,

 vtuac udrvba ohsuvhv hbuhkn kg kct ouh ,uagk ot :vkta
ubhjt ,uccr hchra ,uguna .rtk ughdvaf d"a, ,bac /k"mz exhrcn x"zhrdv irn kmt vhva tscug itf ohsevk ah

kg ;hxuvk ruxta rntu sdb,v k"mz irn 'kct ouh vz kg ie,k aehcu k"mz irn kt tc k"z dumrv crv 'ohjcybu ohyjab
tzhnruu ,ufkn hdurv kg c",c ohrnut ubta vbhev k"mz z"hrdv uk rnt 'cu,f vz tupht k"bv u,ut ktau 'kctv hnh

kct,vk o,dhrv vkuea hf /vrauek rn spxn ofcck kg tb unha" oa ibuen iuhxu rhht hnhc ujmrba trhpatu
kct ouh ,uagk ihphxun iht) 'vrgc,u rca sgun ;hxuvk iht hfu 'vrhcvu okutv ubheukt ,hc ,phraf 'vrpg,vku

h,jbtu 'vrn apbc vfctu vkhkhtu vrpxtu 'vrrugt h,huk ouhv if ,j, 'vrjtk h,kuz ohsevk ihtu (,urhzdv kg spxvu
kct hnh ube, tk ,tz kfc ,uhrzft ,u,hnc ,uause ,ukhve udrvbu ukcxa ;ts arupn hrv '"crg sgu reucn vscf
vhva asuec ufrsf p"gc yuhpv kf uk rnt k"mz irnu) /ohasj kct hnh ,uagk ruxta iuhf 'c", sg o,ut ujs tkt

vzc vhv uk ehpxn kct 'iyhhpv hrcs tkt ruxtk rjt ruen uk thcv tku (tkpbv uburfzc p"gc ,ujhkxu ,ubhe rnut
/;xub kct ouhk ,uphe,c sdb,vk

 
ohkukg, hrp uvz lf kg ohrcsnv kf itf kct 'ohehsmu ohbutd ,tz ohbe,n uhv ot ukhpt ohrunt ukkv ohrcsv kfu

ihta tyhap 'k"r o,ut ohphbjnu o,be, ukche "ohbcr" vnfu 'kct ouhk (ixhb z"f) sjuhn ouh ugcea ohhapjv ka
ohkcux ubta ,ujhmru ,udhrv ohruxhvu ,urmv kf kg kct ufu,c kkufv c", ouh er ohhe ubrucgu 'u"j ovng ;,,avk

/int okug ,kutdk ,"havzgc vfzb ann cureca sg v"ugc rus rus

 (6(zm whx) aht iuzj ,urdtc jfe inhx aht iuzj ohc,fu ,ucua,

iaurhpu c,fc irehga ov ohguce vfkvv hbhbg vru,v p"g vpurht icruj kg m", guceku ,ukct duvbk rcsc vcua,
vpxuvv lf vru,vn vzhkb kkfc iugrdva oafu vru,c lnx ivk utmna sg asjk htar iht thcb ;tu p"gca vru,c

/vru,vn vzhkb vru,v ,umn kg

lhrm iht ohchhj ot 'tk ot ubhkg urcga z ,utrubv ,urmv kg ,ukct hnh wz duvbk ihchhj ot ofj ,kta lhrm vz suxhc
gunaku guceku xbfvk vgmvvu i,ryp vru,va hbpn vz ruypc duvbk ohrvzun ubt rcf hrv ohruyp otu ,unfxv

v,kguv oryc erpv kgn vrhxvk hutru vfkvv kuxhf u"j atr ,kevf thv ohheku ruzdk ,uagku cuy jczn

cuya rus ubhbp zhgb lhtu vtucb ihhsg v,hva inzn tuv ubhshc aha vnu ibcrk vumn kkfc tuv ,urusk ,hbg, ,ghce if
inzf ubkpau ub,tyj kfc ohajf,nf ubhkg vshgn ,tzv vgmvv hrvu ,urusk ohrcs gucek ,tzf rvrvk veh,av uk
ubhfrs vapjb /ubnn ,ukukdk rufgb tb kt ,uumnn ohnurgu vru,v in ohehru ohks ubhgapfu ub,ubuugc ohfkfukn ubta

 wudu oum vz tkv rntba unf ub,cuj hvuzu vcuabu

 (7zb inhx s s"uh ekj van ,urdt ,"ua

 vtuav hdurv rfzk vkhp,u ,hbg,k guce ouh ubeh, tka ogyc /th

vhv hrv hutrvna 'a"nh uhrcju rgkyhv ohgarv h"g tuchr ohaa ohngp vrag lrg udrvb r"vugca ,urhzdv rcscu
vga,c ohrnut ktrah kfa ,ubhec vbv /oukf vagb tk ihhsga kg f"gn vn,a vkhp,ku ,hbg,k guce ouh vzht lrum
urda ptruh ,ubhsn kfc ,urhzdv uhva 'ckmv ,ugxn ,urhzd kg vhfcku ,hbg,k sjuhn ouh ubeh, tka vna arupn 'ctc

ihts ouan 'ohsuvh vcrv oa udrv h"tc odu 'u"b,, ,ba oa kg trebu 'ohfrfu ,urhhg vnf ucrjbu 'ohsuvhv cur oa
unmg ogy u,utnu /asenv icruj kg ctc vga,c ohrnuts ,ubhec orhfzvk lhrm ifka 'hfcku ,hbg,k ouh sug gucek

 /vzv lurtv ,ukdv kf lanc uhva ,urhzdv kf kkfc tuvu 'ubbnzc uhva ,urhzdk od sjuhn sjt ouh gucek iht



vtuav ouh
oa ugcea 'ihkupn ekju tbhhreutc udrvba 'ietztev atr hemhbkgnj h"g y",u j", ohpkt wv ,bas ,urhzdk hns tku

ekjc er uhv tkt 'icrujvu ,ukdv ,rhzdf ,hkkf vrzd uz v,hv tka ouan /iuhxc ohragk ,ujhkx ,rhntu ,hbg, ouh
tk tkhnnu ,uhufknv h"g v,hv tk y",u j", ,bas uz vrhzd odu /,unuenv i,ut kg ,pxub vrhzd v,hva ',jt vbhsn

oda rjtn ',ukdc vz vhva vnk lf kf vz lhha tka ',ufknvc ohsrunv h"g v,hv tkt 'icrujvu ,ukdv omgn vfanb
ohtyjv i,utns ouan er vhv ,ukdvk ,ufhhavu /ishc rapt vhva vnc ktrah kg vbhdv tv g"vuts ,ufknv

,urhzd kct /sck ,unuenv i,utku - ,ujhkx ,rhntu ,hbg, ie,k lhha vhv ifka /vzc od ubabgb ,ukd ubchhj,ba
ktrah kf ,t drv tca ouen kfcu 'ktrah cuah rehgs ,unuen acufu lkuv vhv tvs 'ktrah kkf kg uhvs rgkyhvs

icrujvk lhhau ktrah kf ,rhzd tuv ',"hav ojhra sg usdb sungk ukfh tku 'okugv kf ,t aucfk u,gsc vhvu 'oa uhva
/,ubhec t,htsf vhfcu ,hbg, ouh sug ihgcue ihta ',ukdc ubtmnba

 (8c ;hgx yf, inhx ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

rhfzvk uc ihbg,n ihtu 'uc ihshpxn ihtu 'vjbnc ,cac l,esm (j) ohrnut ihtu 'ixhb asj kfc ovhbp kg ihkpub iht
/jxp crgc uc ihbg,n ,urufcvu `rucmcuhct uc ,na ouh ukhpt 'kkf ,hbg, uc ihbg,n ihta udvbu /ixhb asj kfc ihsv eusm v ohrnut iht od :vdv 

/ihbg,n 'oukj ,hbg, kct `unt ut

 (9j e"x yf, inhx vrurc vban

- l,esmahsevu ihsv eusm odu ,unab uc ihrhfzn ihtu vru,v ,thre rjta iumr hvhv ixhb asujc ohrnut iht od 
 /ohrnut iht uhrjta
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Many rationales were—and continue to be—offered by segments of the traditional community in opposition to the

establishment of Yom ha-Sho’a as a separate day of commemoration for the Holocaust. They include the following:

1) The Holocaust is not a unique event requiring its own separate day of commemoration. It is, rather, one more

horrible tragedy to be plotted along the continuum of other tragedies that befell the Jewish people throughout history.

Although, indeed, more severe than the others, it is part of the same category of tragedies that includes the destruction

of both Temples, the Ten Martyrs, the Crusades, and all other Jewish tragedies which are to be commemorated on

Tish’a be-Av.

2) It is inappropriate to commemorate the Holocaust in Nisan, the month of redemption (“hodesh ha-ge’ula”), during

which time the recital of tahanun, fasting, hazkarat neshamot, and eulogies are prohibited.

3) Yom ha-Sho’a is nothing more than the invention of the secular Zionist Knesset, and since when do

secularists—and anti-religious ones at that—have any religious authority to establish a day, or anything for

that matter, of even the slightest religious significance.

4) The official name of this day, Yom ha-Sho’a ve-haGevura, as well as its close proximity to the anniversary of the

Warsaw Ghetto Uprising preceding it, is offensive because it privileges armed resistance over more spiritual forms of

heroism. Genuine Jewish heroism entails living a life of morality, optimism, and hope and maintaining a will to live

with human decency in the face of the most unspeakable bestiality, lining up for hours to have one minute with a pair

of tefillin, smuggling a shofar into concentration camps, sharing half a piece of bread with a starving barracks-mate,

and more. These are examples of real Jewish heroism.

5) Its close proximity to Yom ha-Atsma’ut following it gives the offensive impression as if the Holocaust was a

necessary prelude to the founding of the State of Israel.

6) No single once-a-year day of commemoration is necessary for a community that lives with the aftermath of the

Holocaust and most appropriately commemorates it through Torah study and observance of mitsvot every day of the

year.

7) A one day commemoration risks falling prey to the “Mother’s Day Syndrome,” where one day of focus masks

three-hundred-and fifty-three days of apathy and neglect.

8) The traditional Jewish response is not to sanctify the suffering but to focus on the rebuilding of the future.



9) The pain experienced on the single day designated to commemorate the Holocaust would be so sharp and deep that

it would result in a major ongoing depression too intense to overcome. This would be contrary to Jewish tradition that

places limitations on the mourning experience.

10) Finally, the form of commemoration mandated by Israeli law is alien to Jewish tradition. Secular ceremonies like

halting public and private transportation to listen to a two-minute siren, a moment of silence,

lowering the flag to half-mast, and sad music are simply imitations of goyishe practices (“vapid ceremonies and vain

rituals drawn from heathen idolatry”) and not appropriate and are, anyway, ineffective.

 (11j - z"me ws crv apb

h"pg ubcr ,cua, v,hv shn,u vpurht icrujk sjuhn kct ouh gucek vgmvv ,t ohngp vnf ukgv lkhtu vtuav ,uban
iht hfu ohn hatr i,h hn vkhj,nv tmbdnu tzhnru vrhpat hause kg vrcj,ba c"yk vbhec ohrnut ubjbta vn

apbc vfctu vkhkhtu vspxtu vrrugt h,hhuk c"yc ouhv if ,j, vrjtk h,kuz ohsevk ihtu vrgc,u rca sgun ;hxuvk
,ubcrujv kf kgu ohnrdupv kf kg tkt ',hcv icruj kg ,ukhctv er tk vfu,c ,kkuf c"ys ,ukftvs rnukf wufu vrn

/vkuf ,ukdv ,uba kf ka

12) Halakhic Positions of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Volume 4, page 98

Rav Soloveitchik felt very strongly that we should not create a separate day of mourning for the Shoah. Rather, we

should incorporate the Yom HaShoah into our observance of Tisha B’Av. As a matter of fact, when Prime Minister

Menachem Begin met with the Rav during a visit to the United States, Rav Soloveitchik convinced the Prime

Minister to change the date of Yom HaShoah to the 9th of Av, integrating it with Tisha B’Av.

When Menachem Begin returned to Israel he tried to convince the appropriate authorities to make the change. The

Government of Israel decided not to make the change because of pragmatic concerns-the Israeli education system

would not have an opportunity to teach about the Holocaust, since Tisha B’Av is observed when Israeli schools are

on vacation.

Consequently, the Rav believed that until the change is made we should continue to observe Yom HaShoah on the

27th day of Nissan. For it is better to remember the Holocaust on Yom HaShoah with the rest of the Jewish

community than to neglect it entirely. Furthermore, one who studies about the Nazi Holocaust fulfills the Mitzva of

remembering what Amalek did to us. For anyone who identifies with the ideology of Amalek (baseless hatred for the

Jewish people) has the Halakhic status of Amalek.
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pp. 178 - 9

Of all the political leaders in Israel, Begin was probably the one for whom the Holocaust loomed the largest in his

personal and political life. He invoked the Holocaust regularly in his public pronouncements and made it a, if not the,

central cornerstone of his formulation of the national Israeli discourse during his many decades of public service. He

even went so far as to invoke the Holocaust in expressing his support for a law opposing the raising of pigs in Israel,

noting that this huge tragedy that claimed the lives of his parents required him to

remain true to the values of the Jewish tradition to which they were deeply committed. In the words of his long-time

secretary, Yehiel Kadishai, “The Holocaust played a major role in the forming of Begin’s political identity.” It is

therefore particularly interesting, in light of R. Lichtenstein’s critique, that it is none other than Menachem Begin who

fully agreed with the Rav’s position. He was sworn in as Israel’s Prime Minister on June 20, 1977 and less than two

months later acted to eliminate Yom ha-Sho’a, a day on which Israeli society had by then been commemorating the

Holocaust for close to two decades, and to move the commemoration to the ancient day of Tish’a be-Av. In fact, in a

speech delivered to the Knesset on August 2, 1977, shortly after returning from his trip to the United States during

which he met with R. Soloveitchik, Begin claimed that he was the one who took the initiative to propose that Yom

ha-Sho’a be observed on Tish’a be-Av and that the Rav supported his proposal.


