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Impressions count <
Rebbi Yehoshua ben Chananya was a Sage of the highest calib+r, and a
representative of Klal Yisroel to Rome. The Gemara (Talnis 7a) men-
tions how Caesar’s daughter once commented on Rebbi Yehoshua’s un-
pleasant countenance, “Can it be? Torah so grand in such an unsightly
vessell” Sitnilar statements are made regarding Shmuel, the Amora.
Rebbi Yehoshua himself pointed out, just as wine sours when
placed in beautiful vessels of gold and silver, and is best kept in an
earthenware jug, the Torah is also best preserved in a simple, though
unattractive vessel. Although the princess’ comments were mistaken,
we cannot avoid the fact that physical appearance, nonetheless, makes
an impression. »
e A Sage has to live up to the status he has in the eves of others, and
this confers upon him a solemn responsibility, which he cannot forget
for a moment. He has to engender a feeling of trust and respect in
the people among whom he circulates. A Kohen similarly represents

The measure of a man
Shlqmo HaMelech writes, “to% *55 w1 3719 1191 qo3% 773A - A
refinter for silver and a crucible Jfor gold, and a man according to his
praises” (Mishlei 27:21). One device is used for measuring the purity
of silver, and another device for gold, yet how does one measure the
purity of a human being?

This can be gauged according to whom he praises. Ish lefi mehellelo:

The type of person he praisesreflects his value system and his i

nage of

_.the world, and emphasizes all that he holds to be noble and \;aluéktﬂg;

Ifhis praise is for entertainers and Lsportsmen, who, despite possessing

undoubted talents, have the most despicable personal middos, then

this reveals much about what he holds to be important in this w&lé_

e<#0n the other hand, if the person whom he admires and praises is
an ish kadosh, a ben Torah who has good middos, who would never
harm or embarrass another person, who has respect and regard for

avodas Hashem, and he must also dress in a manner that will bring

honor to the One he serves.

>

Attention to one's personal appearance is often seen as superficial.

We are taught to emphasize the penimius, the inner world of avodas
Hashem, and to downplay the importance of ‘image’

There is a tendency to take this attitude to an extreme, and inten-
tionally ignore the way others perceive us, as if the slightest attention
to external matters would automatically detract from our avodah. But
that is a mistake. It is important that a person consider the effect he
has on others, He should therefore seek to present himself in 3 way

> that when others see him, they should say, “That is how a ben . Torak

should look” First appearances create an immediate impression,
which in turn, deeply affects the long-term impression. Being aware of
this is especially important when one is called to perform a mitzvah or
communal task, such as leading the congregation in prayer. Carrying
Qut one’s duties when properly groomed shows that one understands.

thét__he is involved in meleches Shamayim, and that all he does, he does
for the Ribbono Shel Olam..

Y

gentile, to someone who represents the type of achievements that are
in direct contrast to what the Torah demands of us.

Every person possesses the attribute of admiration. The Jew is bid
to channel his admiration towards those personalities who embody
the Torah and the desire to cling to Hashem. Ten Sages were mur-
dered by the Romans, the Assarah Harugei Malchus. We eulogize
them on Tisha BAv using the most eloquent language: “P137 1%
RI233 M@ PRI 7Y TN 17X - Cedars of Lebanon, mighty

)E ones of Torah, bearers of shields in Mishnah and Gemara” A cedar

tree is magnificent and impressive. It is old, graceful and majestic, -
possessing a certain regal glory, and is used to represent these quali- ,

ties metaphorically. “732” 11373 1183 ~ They rise up as the cedars of
Lebanon” (Tehillim 92:13).

This is why the ‘heroes’ of Torah are the “cedars of Lebanon.” They
are baalei

.shield-bearing warriors. What is there about the
quality of great Torah scholars that causes this special admiration?
What s it that is so heroic about their actions?

Unlike the gentiles, whose legendary heroes are usually those
who have distinguished themselves in the various arts of warfare

and mass-murder, the Jewish people look towards men of wisdom, .

compassion and spirit as our role models. The stories told of our Sages
make no niention of any cruelty, murder, or prowess in battle. Unlike
the gentiles, we see little value in their beloved traits of ruthlessness
and destruction.

every individual instead, devoting his days and nights to Torah, mitz-
vos, and maasim tovim, then this reflects his higher vision of the world

and that which is valuable in it. By looking at the one he praises, we.
know who he is, “A man according to his praises”

lo

A Torah hero
The system in Klal Yisroel has to be geared to produce individuals who
merit our admiration. It must be stressed that we are talking about
admiration, and not veneration, which means making a human being
into an object of i)vorship. This should never be allowed to happen. Ad-
miration and veneration should not be confused. Admiration means
knowing thaf a person is a mere human being, yet has developed
himself to a degree of perfection that inspires praise, and a desire to
attempt to emulate his attainments.
' A human being who comports himself according to Torah, who
has devoted his life to HaKadosh Baruch Hu'and represents Him in
all that he does, inspires others to likewise reach for greatness. This
.is similar to what is stated in the Gemara:

« ) 41
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The mark of a gadol, a_person who possesses_greainess..and
maturity, is defined the Torah in terms of his_ability to be

concerned with others. The Ribbono Shel Olam is called HaGadol, the _

Ggeat, and Chazal explain this appellation to refer to Hashem's trait

of goodness and kindness. Therein lies His gadlus. The concern that

envelops and permeates all existence is the mark of His unlimited
greatness. Hence He is HaGadol.

We are exhorted to walk in Hashem's ways and emulate His

attributes: “As He is called merciful, so, too, should you be merciful.”
Thus, if Hashem is called HaGadol, we too must strive to emulate
this gadlus. Just as He is concerned with all Creation, so must we
strive to emulate that all-encompassing concern.

Rabbi Shimon Shkop, zt"l, in_his preface to Shaarei Yoshor,

[ic)
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addresses the following paradox. On the one hand, man was created

©NNM WPAY XY 29 IPNN DY Y IS DIBYAY DYANY 12PN Yoya

with a natural concern for himself and his own personal needs. “Love

thy neighbor as thyself” is predicated on self-love and self-concern. -

And yet, man is exhorted to be concerned with others. Reb Shimon
explains that the key to resolving- these seemingly conflicting
concerns lies in the definition of self.

*Eyeryone possesses their “ani” — the essence of their being. As the
Mishnah clearly states in Pirkei Avos (1:14), “If I am not for myself,
who will be for me?” However, the definition of this selfhood can -be

expanded beyond the parameters of one’s physical person.

Many people feel that ‘their spouses are part and parcel of
themselves — “His wife is like his own body,” say Chazal. Hence
one’s concern for a spouse is included in the natural concern for self.

Others _extend_their self to include their families, still others their

neighbors. The more one perfects himself, the more his concept of self
encompasses. The truly great person feels all Klal Yisrael, indeed the
entire world, as part of his self. »

And so, the Mishnah in Avos continues, 2% ) "¥yY MKYM —
when my ani is limited to my individual self alone, what is the value
of this ani?” -

% A baby enters this world with a clenched fist. After 120 years, part
of the preparation for burial includes the opening of the deceased’s

hands. A person comes into this world concerned only with his own
«needs and desires. His fist is clenched tight. He is closed unto himself.
As he matures, he slowly opens that fist to reach out to extend his self
to_»cu)ﬁ;;;; to embrace an entire world in his concern. He must exit this

world with an open hand.

4

About a hundred years ago, there was a man called Reb Nuchem
in Grodno, a city in Russia; they called him Reb Nuchemke, an
affectionate form of his name. Reb Nuchemke was a big fa/mid
chacham and a big ba'al chessed, but he was not a rabbi. He was
the shamash of the shul. He took care of the needs of the shul.
BA

He saw that the shu/ should be clean, that there should be wood
in the stove in the shu/ and that there should be siddurim.

In those days and in that place, there were no oil burners or
gas furraces to heat the homes in the cold winters. They had
wood-burning stoves. You had to buy wood or go out into the
forest to collect it in order to heat your house. For many families,
finding wood for their stoves was not a simple matter, and Reb
Nuchemke used to run around the city raising money in order
to make sure there was wood at the window of every home.
He also made sure that every orphan and widow had firewood,
and that everyone who needed warm clothing and boots would
have them. Day and night, he was busy doing cbessed. There’s a
'biography of him, but he’s not really so well-known.
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" W all know about the Chafetz Chaim, however. We know
that he was a fzaddik of the highest order, that he was a genius
in Torah, that he was the biggest man of his generation. Well,
the Chafetz Chaim used to spend a few days in Grodno every «
year just to observe how Reb Nuchemke did chessed. It was not
an easy thing to travel in those days. It's not like today where
your take a bus, you take a train, you get on a jet and a few hours
later youre on the other side of the world. In those days, to
traveil a few dozen miles was very difficult. You had to travel
by horse and buggy on muddy, rutted roads. But the Chafetz
Chaim did it because he just had g_see how Reb Nuchemke did

" thessed. He had to learn from him. He knew that he needed to
watch him if was going to learn how to feel, how to empathize, -

LY how to extend himself. | LY’

“to themy both physjical::aﬁispirifualf .q;ualities*
should en}oy a posm‘ n T —

essary to-ensare. an- mde endent posmon, then Rhing Bwn 11‘71: (
his: fellow: 2°375, whomhe is:destined: to-lead; are obligated ‘to pro
hlm w1th the ‘means’(cf. €ommentary above; 6:15-16). |

osmve moral ideal, Whlch is to. be 1

2 Just an ordlnary ind; dgal
he now mu ,v1ew even hxs personal rel. tionships fr

ersonal mood or-emotion;-
- The national idea kniows no death SRS rx (see Temurah-15b).
Through the idea of the eternal‘community;::

. 'in this world Wlth'every"

0 wear the by mns 1. From't ‘then nwar he ep sent thi thhest

standpomt of the national 1dea, and where he is obhgated to-give posmve
(hls 1dea, thlS obhgatlon should overrlde 4ny mterfermg

e:individudl, toos:who
- lives*for the community, partakes ofthe immortality: that: exists-even
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Chuzal clearly establish that strength is an essential prerequisite for
both the priesthood and prophecy. What is ion
between physical strength and these spiritual vocations?

Rambam (Yesodei HaTorah 5:1-2) interprets the strength men-

Sichel Mussay

yful in'God. Thi Thls is motra path that leads
from the cradle oithe grave; from existence’to nonemstence Itisa path
that leads from life toslife, ‘from eternity to eternity: i

Hence, this is the law for the ynxn »17an 1 He stands aLthepmnggle

of the ]eW1sh Pnesthoed« and represents akingdomrof priests: The nauon

longmg to-God:’ Then the t10n clothed him:in ‘the national garments,
which: symbohze the: perfec ion of all'virtues, so that he‘should be for
the peoplea model and dn-example:: ‘Such:a ‘man-may not:allow:his
head even: temporarily to bear the- signs of- neglect caused by‘griefrand

tioned here as being of a moral nature: 1Y R X9 1Rima qias
DWW 1373 V2¥ 93, Strong in character, his [evil] inclination
holdmg no sway over him in any aspect. However, the proof points
to a physical strength. Thus Aharon’s strength is manifest in_his
ability to lift the Levites and Moshe’s strength is established by virtue
of his lifting the tablets which were exceedingly heavy (see mwn nop
and 13w o). This brings us back to our original question: Why is
hysical strength a prerequisite for priesthood and prophecy?

The answer is that the 17123 referred to is the concentration of all
one’s skills, strengths and abilities, brought to bear toward the
attainmerit of the goal set and the task to be achieved. It is indeed i ed in
a sense the physical strength, but not merely the physical mamfesta_,

tion thereof. It is rather the strength exercised to ovérfome'the body’s
natural laziness and inertia (Mbyy). o

mourning. Even at hisbitterest loss, he may ot show himself with-a .

rent i his garments (nyp: and: e clearly-are parallel to mmwnm and

meraY). Even if the personsnearest:and ‘dearest to him diesy he'may not






k a't t‘he verse in Mlshlet 53;7 W"x 'I'IW ‘Jy
i of alazy manandby

the v eyard of a mandevozd of understandmg‘” o
o' d to the ersoq who is 27 o, devmd Qfﬁ"{,

misst éee'Mth ‘his own eyes in order to be aff'ected The verse

continues to. describe the impact being made on Shlomo by the
overgrown. rums of the vmeyard and ﬁeld First. Shlomo merely

ealization stnkes him fully (2% n"wx)
Shlomo then sums up the experience as .2 whole: 70w MR "X,

IWM&UMWTM key to self-improve-
\&ment is the actual perception and understanding of the consequences

of mbyy. Its culmination lies in a e's. g
deficiencies while the lack of awareness and sensxt1v1ty is the root _a.nd
cause of mbyy.

" There are, in addition, many rationales that a person uses to
buttress and reinforce his laziness. The most common pretext to
exempt oneself from fulfilling his obligations is the excuse that one
lacks the requisite abilities to properly carry out one’s tasks in life.

Ramban is perhaps the best rejoinder.
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- And they came, everyone whose heart stirred him up.

None of [those who came] had learned the craftéman-
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ship from a teacher nor had trained himself. But hé
discovered within himself the abilify to do so. His heart

stirred him up in the ways of Hashem to come before
Moshe and declare, I will do whatever my Master
commands’’ (Shemos 35:21). ‘ .

Building the Mishkan required great: skllls ‘and craftsmanshlp,
skills ‘which these volunteers did not ;possess. Yet, since they were
determined to fulfill Hashem’s:.command and exetted themselves to
obey Moshe's instructions, they succeeded in building it. This holds
true for-every spiritual endeavor; supposed inability does not excuse
anyone from any undertaking. If ‘a person but gives his utmost he
will succeed. '

This is the strength demanded of a High ‘Priest.and a. prophet.
Although we- are definitely speaking of physical strength, as it
appears from the verses; the source"of this Stre'ﬁgth‘ howevet, is not in
the flesh: It i a
towards: the

and to strength’in’ character in overcoming one’s ev1l mclmatlon, as.

Ramban explains.
,¥/ Both of these strengths are rooted in the concentrated effort of the
person. Just as mbyy brings about the deterioration of a person,
my, alacrity and zealousness, elevates a person to W'!E‘-' o and

vpr_thcg_.
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In Savch of Gredness- R Freifeld H%

The Chowvos Flalevavos says that there is a cheshbon hanef-
esh, a way of introspection, “a/ mah sheyeish biy'cholto mimaaseh
ha'avodah.” A person should ask himself, he should think and
question, he should take stock of who and where he is regard-
ing his. gvodah, his serving the Almighty. He should ask him-
self honest questions. What can I do? What is available to me?
What are my abilities? What is realistic for me? A _person can
wake up in the morning and say that he is going to be the next
Chafetz Chaim, but that’s just self-deception. It’s not realis-
tic. The Chovos Halevavos tells us to be realistic. Where am I?
What's my situation, my predicament? What can I accomplish

in avodah?

After a person takes inventory of himself and seeks a rela-
tionship with the Almighty, he must determine where he is. If
he doesn’t daven with a minyan every day, then he must make
changes in that respect if he expects a close relationship with
the Almighty. He has to resolve to daven every day with a min-
yan, and believe me, it is a challenge for a person who's not used
to it to,make such a commitment. It’s a major undertaking.

What about a person who goes to minyan every day? What \

does his cheshbon hanefesh tell him? What is his next step on
" the ladder? It could be doing an act of chessed. He might decide
that every day he must do at least one act of chessed, one act
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that is outwardly directed, one act that turns his focus away
from himself. The choice for the next step on the ladder all
depends on the results of the cheshbon hanefesh, the introspective
self-examination. Every individual knows what is particularly

suited for him, as long as he takes the time and effort to think
it through. ‘
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. Everything goes after the beginning! Pure beginnings, '
beginningsbeyond time, cannot possibly provide a foothold for
the negativity of staleness and depression. That is indeed the
wost fitting begihping for a code of Jewish law!
" There is no negativity inthe moment of new cregtion. While
the energy of creativity is flowing, depression and despair are
impossible. The spiritual root of depression is lack of growth in the
personality. When time ticks away and nothing new is being
built, when all is static, the neshama feels the cold hand of death.







Halvanizing Gveatness
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- 10-15. Laws of the Kohen Gad
8 ey e P ? T ok ... : :
., leou ih/a_{ll sanctify him; ,forf'he, offers the food of your God: he shall remain holy to you; for - -Pro. ITNICRIR < Or who has been inaugurated. A Kohen
oY am |, Hastem, Who sanctifies you. ® If the daughter of a Kohen will be desecrated through Giﬁﬁ,assgm\es office in one of two ways: by being anointed
ary, she desecrates her father — she shall be consumed by the fire. -~ ;’(1)22 Be:”y;') "éro ;ﬁfﬁ'"ﬁmim tprepa:,ed Y hases (sesExaius
: 1 gesecrates her jal h j - ’ ; . » :22- Mply:Dy donning the vest . y
b e-Kohen who is’exalted above his brethren — upon whose head the anointment oil has ~ This s derived fron our verse, ‘?vhi:hvsepe?:sn:? gi?l;sa?nfg:
een poured or who has-been inaugurated to don the-vestments — shall not leave his head =~ Mentandthewearingof thevestments.
uns/horn.a(l# shall not rend his garments. 1 He shall not come near any dead person; he shall s X9 WX"nix — Shall ot leave his head unshiom. Ore
not},cgnt’anl‘z‘nate himseif to his father or his mother, 12 He shall not leave the Sanctua'ly and he ot oy fe ity day and rends one's germents
shall not desecrate the Sanctuary of his God: for a'crown — ’ k

/éEVlTICUS 21/821 :"j

Ty g : in mourning, but a Kohen Gadol is forbidden to engago |
the oil of his God's anointment — these practices of mourningat any time (Ramb:n?ng?zg?(;;

"is upon:him; I am HASHEM. 13 He shall marry a woman in her virginity. * A widow, a divorcee HaMikdash 5:6).
a desecratet'i woman, a harlot — he shall not marry these; only ;a‘virgin of his people shall he
take as a wife. 15 Thus shall he not desecrate his offspring among his people; for | am HASHEM R —
Who sanctifies him: , ; |4 RO nnan Y
R e e
1Pa1 "
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And.he that is High Priest among his brethre 1 (Vayikra
21:10). . : :

Why: was. he called by the name .of High Priest?
Because he was superior in five, different aspects. In
wisdom, strength, etc.. As regards: strength ... when
Aharon lifted twenty-two thousand Levites in a single
day. How did. he lift. .them? Forward, backward,
upward and downward. This proves that he was a
strong person (Vayikra Rabbah 26:9).
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