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11279 - The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa:  10x3 nyyp - AN
INCIDENT occurred WITH ACHER, N3w3 won by 391 maw -
WHO WAS RIDING ON A HORSE ON THE SABBATH, 'Ky 137 1)
1BI NN 97 WI0K 9TH ~ AS R MEIR WAS WALKING BEHIND
HIM IN ORDER TO LEARN TORAH FROM HIS MOUTH. 19 my - At
& certain point, (ACHER] SAID TO HIM, 70Xy g ~wyp —
“MEIR, GO BACK, ‘91D '3py3 'YW "33¥ — FOR [ HAVE
ALREADY CALCULATED THROUGH THE FOOTSTEPS OF MY HORSE
that n3Y DN |83 I¢ — THE SABBATH BOUNDARY extends
UNTILHERE™¥ 19 9pX — [R'MEIR]REPLIEDTO HIM, 1DK X
%3 "M — “YOU TOO, GO BACK TO YOUR earlier Torah observance!”
%5 YpX — (ACHER]SAID TOHIM, 37'R7%X 133 K91 - “ANDHAVE
INOT ALREADY TOLD YOU, 71791 " \X% 'AYRY 133 — [HAVE
ALREADY HEARD FROM BEHIND THE PARTITION, ©W3 13w,
nRERy yin @AW — ‘RETURN O WAYWARD SONS — EXCEPT FOR
ACHER'" RwITa 3% mbnymopn — Unwilling to leave matters
as they were, [R' MEIR] GRABBED [ACHER] AND THRUST HIM INTO A
BEIS MEDRASH.*  xpanh mY 998 — [ACHER) SAID TO A YOUNG
BOY standing outside, 7RI Y9 PIGH — “RECITE YOUR VERSE
FORME."® {9 %% — (THE BOY] SAID TO (ACHER],®  t\ow px,,
oYY ' PR — “THERE IS NO PEACE, HASHEM SAID, TO THE

I DION SR DD VIR PIED 9 PIDD NRWD PN ITIMN RNLMIS
SN PMIMNG NARND 2 oYY NED Y Bnol A2 TR e

w e L]
U Pin she

WICKED."*" ymmng Rpwns 3% miyny — (R' MEIR) BROUGHT
HIM INTO A DIFFERENT SYNAGOGUE.  RRN? M "R ~ [ACHER]
SAID TO A BOY nearby, 7piv® " pYop — “RECITE YOUR VERSE
FORME." % "pX — [THE BOY) SAID TO HIM, WWIINTBR I,
R 197390 N3 — “EVEN IF YOU WERE TO WASH WITH NITER
AND USE MUCH SOAP, 'qp% )Y ©Bn3l — YOUR INIQUITY
REMAINS STAINED BEFORE ME."'¥ vy Rpwwy 139 mny -
[R'MEIR] BROUGHT HIM INTO A DIFFERENT SYNAGOGUE. ' 7
— [ACHER] SADD
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15b? EIN DORSHIN
amazement, ‘Are there still any descendants of his left in the
world?! 33 xm — But it is written: 1337 Kk9 5y RS,
"WIARR MW NR) Y3 ~ The light of the wicked flickers out . ..
his memory will be lost from the land . .. he will have neither
child nor grandchild among his people, no survivor in his
habitations.”"" \5n9nx — She replied to him, nMNNY M)
Wy No1A bx) — “My teacher, remember his Torah learning
but do not remember his deeds.” 1998P 19P3D) Wi Ny Ril]
127 %9 - Immediately, a fire descended from Heaven and
singed the bench upon which Rebbi was seated /¢ Ri-TIE TS
'37 - Rebbi wept, saying, 12 13 pPaannb sy — Now, if those
who regard their being associated with [the Torah) a disgrace
are so fiercely defended, )2 nnx by ma Pranwnb — then
those who regard it a compliment should be defended all the
more so!”
The Gemara asks:
ANKT AMEL AR M) 1% MRy 137 - But how was R’ Meir
allowed to learn Torah from the mouth of Acher?:* Mmxm
1AM 137 WX M0 13 93 137 — But Rabbah bar bar Channah
has said in the name of R’ Yochanan: 337 'kw — What is
the meaning of that which is written:® 173 npwe,,
YRR WP ANN) NYTImYY — For the lips of the Kohen 't
should safeguard knowledge, and people] should seek teach-
ing from hismouth; xw1 Mxgy-'n %9913 —~ for heis like an
angel of Hashem, Master of Legions. 'n eoaY 297 mev ox
M3y - It means that if the teacher resembles an angel of
Hashem, Master of Legions,® then ymon nn Ry -
[people] may seek Torah instruction from his mouth; kY bx)
- but if not, then  ¥mpn 1 WP bx ~ they may not seek
Torah from his mouth. Since Acher was, by his conduct, distant
from any semblance to an angel of Hashem, R' Meir should not
have studied under him. - ? -
The Gemara answers:

2% W) K — Reish Lakish said: YU NRWK KPR 3y
~ R’ Meir found a verse that indicated the opposite and he
expounded it as follows™ pman 13T yRYn IR va,, -

A related teaching:
K31 w77 - Rava expounded: 3'n3y 'xy —~ What is the
meaning of that which is written: 2 AR ERT ERTIY npobx,,
"oy 5[1;:_1 BR3 — [ went down to the garden of nut trees, to
look at the green plants of the streams, etc.? This verse is an
allegorical description of Torah scholars. vymyn Hum) mab
g o3y - Why are Torah scholars compared to a nut tree?
37 > — To teach you that vy 7h315my 18 by nx )y TR e
RI¥I ~ just as it is true of a nut, that even though it becomes
filthy with mud and dung, ©BRPIDBINIY M PR — nevertheless
what is within it does not become repulsive,””  oanmbn nx
= sotoo it is true of a Torah scholar, \n1IA px MY 18 by nx
npxp) — even though he sours, his Torah does not become
repulsive.

A further discussion of whether it was appropriate for R’ Meir
to learn Torah from Acher:
1Moy xbw 3 n3q mnawx — Rabbah bar Shila once came
upon Elijah the Prophet. "% apx ~ [Rabbah bar Shila] said
to [Elijah].  xw 113 w1 193y KR %w — “What is the Holy
One, Blessed is He, doing?”’ m% 1mx — (Elijah] replied to
him, 13391937 v MEn xnypY mER — (God] is repeating
teachings from the mouths of all the Rabbis, 1277 mmmm
"7 K5 W = but from the mouth of R' Meir He is not
repeating any teachings.” 'xpx mY amx — [Rabbah bar
Shila] said to [Elijah], “Why?”" mmisn RNYRY 91 X7 Diwn
anx7 — Elijah replied, “Because (R’ Meir] learned teachings
from the mouth of Acher.”” mY =nx — [Rabbah bar Shila)
said to him, xpx —~ “But why is that reckoned against R’
Meir?  R¥¥ 181 %'xp 139 — R’ Meir found in Acher's teachings

CHAPTER TWO

CHAGIGAH

Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise; nwn 33t
"\ny19 ~ but set your heart to My outlook. M8 XY DnyTH -
(The verse] does not say you should set your heart to their
outlook, 'ny7y X% - but rather to My outlook. The verse
must therefore be speaking of wise men whose outlook one should
avoid, i.e. wicked scholars. Nevertheless. the verse advises one to
incline his ear to their words.

The Gemara presents an alternative source for the above
answer:

KW WX X0 37 —~ Rav Chanina said the source is from
here:® a1 wom wm n3IwnY,, — Hear, O daughter, and
see, and incline your ear; ' 1y TIR NN Ypy nswy - but
forget your people and your father’s house, etc. That is, incline
your ear to their teachings but forget their deeds.
from them.

The Gemara asks:

"172% %79 Wp — The verses contradict one another! The first
verse requires a teacher to be like an angel of Hashem before one
may .earn from him, whereas the latter two verses advise one to
incline his ear to the words of the wise even if the wise men
themselves are wicked. — ? —

The Gemara answers:
RWR XY — This is not difficult: 51133 %7 - This verse, which
encourages one to learn from a wise man despite his wickedness,
is addressed to a mature person who will take care not to follow
in his wicked ways. |up3 X1 — But this verse, which requires
the teacher to be like an angel of God. is said in reference to a
person who has not reached that leve] of maturity, and who
thus might be led astray. ® S

The Gemara cites another explanation of R' Meir's actions:
JB MM 37 Kpx 3 — When Rav Dimi arrived from Eretz
Yisrael, he said:  x3qyn3 1mx - They say in the West (Eretz
Yisrael: X929 X9mw x7191 K500 S3x 1xp 3 - R Meir took
a date, consumed the edible outside part and threw the pit

away. That is. he learned from Acher whatever was worthwhile
and disregarded the rest.

Do not learn

——

the equivalent of a pomegranate: p9; 1NB%p 9K 1310 - He
ate the insides and threw away the peel.”®  mb apx -
(Elijah] said to him, xp xnwa - “God has been persuaded
by your argument and He is now saying as follows, w3 wxn
IR — ‘My son, Meir, says:®  aypyn DIXY 1913 —~ At the
mﬁam%fhis sins, YRR ey g paw
what expression does the Divine Presence articulate?
W N7R WRIR R — So to speak, God says: ‘I am burdened
by My head; [ am burdened by My arm."* 193 whph Y3 BK
2wy Y 197 by 2wvyn K — If the Holy One, Blessed is He, is
pained so for the spilled blood of the wicked, oy mim by
18¥3Y 291y 5% — how much more so is He pained for the
spilled blood of the righteous!’ "'

The Gemara records a dialogue that bears upon the phe-
nomenon of Torah scholars who sour:
T 379 Sxmw mmswx — Shmuel once came upon Rav
Yehudah 133 K@) X717 X93wa "Ny - as(Rav Yehudah] was
leaning upon the bolt of a doorway'** and crying, mbapx -
[Shmuel] said to him, MIDI KR WY RPW — “Sharp one,'*
about what are you crying?’ mb R - (R’ Yehudah]
replied to him: 13373 113 AMNIT KR RPN M~ “About my
future! There are several Torah scholars who went astray: Is that
which is written in Scripture regarding the brilliant scholarship
of these Rabbis inconsequential? For it is written:'®'  mx,,
YRW mx 150 — Where is the one who can count? Where is the
onewho can weigh? BRI NK AP0 MK ~ Where is the one
who can count the towers? The verse can be interpreted in
reference to the Rabbis that strayed.' 21IBI0 DY e M,
MNAZY nvMx 92 — Where is the one who can count — for
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1335 maw mhn — In the case of a Rabbinical student who
excommunicated someone for the sake of his honor,” 1
wm - his excommunication is a valid excommunication,”
xyny - for it was taught in a Baraisa:!® i 377 nqup
wmbn% — One who is EXCOMMUNICATED TO THE TEACHER IS
EXCOMMUNICATED also TO THE STUDENT. 1% mbn% mpm
39% nqum — However, one who is EXCOMMUNICATED TO THE
STUDENT IS NOT EXCOMMUNICATED TO THE TEACHER. Rl :j‘;
mqun 1Ry — Now, in the last case of the Baraisa it is to the
teacher that he is not excommunicated; 1R KpYY PIY K7
— this implies that he is, however, excommunicated to every-
oneé else’ wpY — For what offense was he excommunicated?
Kyw vom3 w — If you say it was one involving a Heavenly
matter,® in such a case he would be excommunicated to the
teacher as well,® /11 133% nyy PRy RNAR PR) RN PR, — for
Scripture states:" There is neither wisdom nor understanding
nor counsel against Hashem.'® wayy m133% 185 Xpx — Rather,
is it not so that the student excommunicated this person for the
sake of his own honor, and yet the Baraisa rules that the offender
is excommunicated to everyone else. The Baraisa thus implicitly
proves that when a Rabbinical student issues an excommunica-
tion for his own honor, the excommunication is valid.

The Gemara records a related ruling:
aeY 37 mx — Rav Yosef said: mwnyh KT TRY 1338 RIMY
— A young rabbinical student may enforce the law for
himself® mb xpep7 ®n™ma — in a matter that is clear to
him‘[wl

The Gemara relates an incident involving the excommunication
of a Torah scholar:
13371 R371¥ K1 — There was once a certain young rabbinical
student mMYMW 1P W17 — whose reputation was hateful.™
mem 39 e - Rav Yehudah said to his colleagues: »m
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CHAPTER THREE
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e

MOED KATAN 17a'
a3y — How shall we act in this matter? mnpwh - Is it
appropriate to excommunicate him? 1331 mb 1y — That is
not desirable, since the rabbis need him.™  mnnpyh K9 — On
the other hand, not to excommunicate him, however, Ymam xp
My Kpy — would cause the Name of Heaven to be
desecrated.™  mjn 73 13 317 MY "k — [Rav Yehudah] then
said to Rabbah bar bar Chanah: &3 37 ymw 1 — Did you
hear anything about this type of dilemma from your teachers?
mY 1mx — [Rabbah] said to [Rav Yehudah] inreply: =mx a3
13w 127 — Thus said R’ Yochanan: 33718y — What is the
meaning of that which is written:' ny1-1pw! id Mo, —
For the lips of the Kohen should safeguard knowledge, 1711}
yen Wp — and [people] should seek teaching from his
mouth, Xw1 NIR3Y*1 &S0 13 — for he is (like] an angel of
the God of Hosts?  'm 7 xym% 377 a1 ox — It means that if the
teacher resembles an angel of God,’™ vB» 17N Wp -
[people] may seek Torah instruction from his mouth; %Y XY
— butif not, W 7R WpR bR — they may not seek Torah
from his mouth. Rav Yehudah understood from this teaching
that he should act boldly. mpsm 37 mmy — Therefore, Rav
Yehudah excommunicated [the scholar u.uderrs_u‘s—picion].“ﬁ
The Gemara relates the next part of the story, which occurred
sometime later:
npm 37 whmx qob - Eventually Rav Yehudah became ill.
w3 191y 1337 1Nk — The rabbis came to inquire about him,
w2 ™) ¥R ’nK) — and [the excommunicated scholar]
also came with them.'” mp3m 39 mmm 713 — When Rav
Yehudah saw him, 7mn — [Rav Yehudah]laughed. m% "%
— [The excommunicated scholar] said to [Rav Yehudah]:
X733 XyT7Y MmNy nEk XY — It is not enough for you that
you excommunicated that person,’ 3 3mm w3 vw1R XX -
but you also laugh mockingly at me?! mY% =mx - [Rav
Yehudah] said to him: ~ xy9mmm 37713 1% — I am not laughing
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~ %12y 1 b x - R’ Yirmiyah asked R’ Zeira: vy

him:

cut it down,

“R93) PAYDARK,, -
fi.e. shun him].

m% "x — [R' Zeira) answered him:

wm% 7@ - Could the master come and teach a halachic
discourse?
X37'3) k%) - I feel faint"” and I am unable to teach.
XDTKT KDy™M - R’ Yirmiyah then asked: Could the master
relate an Aggadic thought? % Wmx - [R’ Zeira) answered
i 1Y ' %07 - R’ Yochanan taught the following:
3'N37 Ry ~ What is the meaning of that which is written:!®
"R YV BIRT 3, - For a man is a tree of the field? b R )]
X1 Y y¥ - Now is a man a tree of the field?!
3'n77 - Rather, this verse compares a man to a tree with regard
to what is written concerning a fruit-bearing tree:"
“PAM3N K9 1Ry Yaxn - For you eat from it and you may not
1 - and also with regard to what is written
concerning a non-fruit-bearing tree:®
You shall destroy it and cut it down.

K 1137 837 190 -~ In the case of a Torah scholar who is of
proper character: “'ﬁﬂ;n XY 1nR) Saxn e, - you shall eat
(Le. study] from him, and not cut him down. x4 oX] - But in
the case of a Torah scholar who 1s mot of proper character:

w35 won
m XYY

mwn XHR

wpn 1,

"0 YR ANk, -
139 X1 - Howso?

BR

5

you shall destroy him and cut him down
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~ Further, I deem it fit to preface the commentary on the re-
spective Halakot! proper by some useful chapters, from which
the reader may learn certain basic principles which may later
serve as a key to what I am going to say in the commentary.
Know, however, that the ideas presented in these chapters and
in the following commentary are not of my own invention;
neither did I think out the explanations contained therein,?
but I have gleaned them from the words of the wise occurring in
the Midrashim, in the Talmud, and in other of their works,
as well as from the words of the philosophers, ancient and
recent, and also from the works of various authors,® as one
should accept the truth from whatever source it proceeds.!
Sometimes, I may give a statement in full, word for word in
the author’s own language, but there is no harm in this, and
it is not dome with the intention of glorifying myself by pre-
senting as my own something that was said by others hefore
me, since I have just confessed (my indebtedness to others),
even though I do not say “so and so said”, which would ne-
cessitate useless prolixity, Sometimes, too, the mentioning of
the name of the authority drawn upon might lead ome who
lacks insight to believe that the statement quoted is faulty, and
wrong in itself, because he does not understand it. Therefore,
I prefer not to mention the authority, for my intention is only
to be of service to the reader, and to elucidate for him the
thoughts hidden in this tractate. I shall now begin the
chapters, which, in accordance with my intention, are to serve

hara ac an intraduntian whirh ie ta ocnncict nf eicht chanters
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, and the reasons why this number is added, and why that

, and how all these concepts are known, and the proofs for each of these

The rationales for all these calculations

subtraction is made

] of the wisdom of astronomy and geometry, concerning which the

principles are [the subject

Greeks wrote many books.

y the Sages of Israel in the

These texts are presently in the hands of the sages. The texts written b

ertheless,

, leaving no room for question, the

, be he a prophet or a gentile, is of no concern. For a matter whose rationale

age of the prophets from the tribe of Yissachar have not been transmitted to us. Nev

since these concepts can be proven in an unshakable manner

identity of the author

, we do not rely on [the
ght these concepts, but on

has been revealed and has proven truthful in an unshakable manner

personal authority of] the individual who made these statements or tau

the proofs he presented and the reasons he made known.
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