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t5br EIN DORSHIN CHAPTER TWO CHAGIGAH

a date,  con edi
away. Thar is. he learned from .{cher r,,hate[f-fri

l l l t( u[,, aiTdsregarded the rest

Incline your eor and hear the words of the wise; nrg6 lltl,,iht1? * but set lour heart to My outlooh, rnit xf 
'o4ni 

_
lTLe verseJ drces not say ),ou shou.ld set,ouiil.rt"to ilrri,
outloo.k, -'nV:? xlf - but rather to Myoutlook" The verse
must therefore be speaking of wise men whose outrook one srrourd
avoiC, i.e. wicked scholus, Nevertheiess, the verse advises one toincline his ear trc their words.

*lj.f&!nz!nf..::lt*l 
alrernative sou€e for rhe above

x?,.lD rb:J xllld t.l - Rav Chanina said the source is fromhere:i2{ 
. 

:1tltr ltri1 tx.l! hl.ryhg,, - Hear, O aoigitrr, onasee, and, inclin:.e your ear; 
^,, 

,tl -.,Ir:f nrt! :,lbg ,nlul _ 6uf
forget your people and your father,a house, et , ii1ui ,s, ,ncfineyour ear to their teachings but forget therr deeds. Do not learn
Irom !hem.

The Gemara asiis:
rll,lf( r$'lB l'rp - The vergesgontradict oue aaotherl The firstverse requires a leacher ro be uke an anger of Haslem before one
may :earn from him. whereas the latter two yerses advise one toinciirie his ear to the words of the wise uu.n if ti. *ir. ..othemselr'es are rncked, - ? -

The Gemara iulswers:
xlgp xl - Tbir; is not difficult: 5rrll xl _ This verse, whjcb
encourages one !o learn from a wise man despite his wickedness,
rs addressed:o lmg!u919$g! who wiil tahe care noi io iouo,,
ln nls wlcKed ways. lgp? !r,l _ But this verse, which requlres
the leacher to be like an angel of God, is said in reference to a

*+}f/b!trs 
not reached*thar level of mclclfrJ, and who

lnus mlght be led as!ra_\. r5

The Gemara cites another explanation of R, N{eir,s actions:'lDx !r.r!t r: xDf r: - When ggy pini arrived from Ereta
Yisrael, he saidr 

,r(?.lqlt? 
rl4rJ - They say i:r the W*, ,8..r,

a&azement, "Are there still any descendants of his left in tbe
world?! !tn+ xilJ - But it is written.r:o .r;;-xf; lb I5 x5,,
"n:uFf !t19 ltl.l lbUl - ?le light of the uiched flickers out . . ,
his.rncmory will be lost from tlu lond. . . . he wili h,oue neither
child nor grandthild among his people, no wruiwr in his
habitations."tv rb nrnx - She replied to him, tnrtnb iltlltglD ltlln 5rt --"1{y i.".t .., 

".-..b". Urlo.J'iu.rn,n,
but do not renenrber his de-e&." rbppp 1.l:ptpl rpr, n.l.l: rlptlt iy .- Immecliately, a fire desceid.a i."r'i."*n *a
singed the bench upon which Rebbi q.as seated.irs rE$J tl)lItt - Rebbi wept, sayilg, I'll ill |ttf hb nrpr _ Now, U those
who regard their being associared witb lthe Torah.] a disgrace
are so fierceiy'defer:ded, nE)) npt nqr6 by nr pnlr-lpn> _ then
those w-ho regard it a compliment shoulci be defended all the
more so!"

The Gemara asks:
1f$1 ,:!r?DD nJln 1?l ,r:ri.r trxD tltJ _ But low wAr g*Ug"[
allowed to leara llorah from th. moutf,iiAihiFi ..ro*"l
lfllr rr't rpt{ ill1 r; rliif- BitEa-EEat r,* Ua, Cla""j
has said in the name of R' yochanan: rrh?t! rxb _ What is
the meaning of t,hat which is \r,ritten.r2ci' .;li ,5pu.,1,,
t,lgE.:uPl: n'lrnJ 

-nut'!rFp! 
- For the lips of the Kohent2t

s.nou,ct Ealegvard ,hnowledge, and lpeopb) should seeh teach.
ing from hbmoutli; ,,xrn nlx?y.,nliln lf _ for he i,s lihe an
angel of Hoehem, Moster of l*giona, l;., 

U?B? :.lf nprl Ex
nH?y - It means thar if the teacher 

"u."rLl.. 
au'angel of

I*h:l Master of lcgons,ra] then Inl9p ;.r.:rn irnrl _
lpeople| may seek Torah instruction from his nouth; rii'ox1
- but if not, then rnr9n n.l!!l trrptl bf - they may not seek
Torah fmn his nouth. Since Achei rvas, by his .onar.r, airt nr
from any semblance to an angei of Hashem, R, Meir should nor
have studied under him. - ? -

The Gemara answers: Yisraeit: x1;h x!ry'p xlgl xl?r,r4 bpr., i,* j,51 _-n j i l",",*i
a  i a r -  ^ ^ - - - . - ^ l  J L  -  -  r r l  !

Q:w tbe pir

A related teaching:
x?l Ultt - Rava expounded: flnll rxr, - Wbat is the
meaningof that which is qrritten:126 nrx1b r4113 rrr{ ntf -bf ,,
l, 

,ut bnt! rt,{l -. t went down to the gorden'li nui tr"rr, to
Iooh at the green plnnts of the etreams, etc.? T'his verse is an
allegorical desoiption of Torah scholars. r1A?D ,tp1 ilF!
tU$? ErEil - Why are Torah scbolars comparedto a nut tree?
i? ibtb - To teacb you that utpt lhrbprl ,F bV !1).{ nl nr{ ilE
iuw?! - just as it is true of a nut, that even though it becomes
filthy with nud and dung, EBFr !!rn?g irf ltt{ - nevertheless
what is withh it does not become repulsive,L2?r u;q rrnbn 1x- so too it is tme of a Torsh scholar, ln.:rn fI ntpp rF bll ,li
n9tspf - eveu though he sours, his Torah does rot become
repuJsive,

A further discussion of whether it was appropriate for R, lvleir
to learn Torah fro:n Acher;
qb6! x!ry tt lrll lrrn?qJ|_< - Rabbah bar Shi.la ooee came

'!" i:rrErBE xlll,Eg rEl NPt Dtrr}.

lhe equivaient oi a pomeglanarci
ate the insidr:s and threw awav
tElijahl said to him,

pt! tng$p hx urn -  He
the peel."r2! nr! rD{ -
- "God has been

r1g1 - Elijah replied, ,,Because [R' Meir] learned teaehings
from the mouth of Acher." n'? rEl. _ tRabbab bar Shilal
said io him, txtn6 - "But why is that reckoned asahst R'
Meir? xYF lbt .rtrD rl.l - R' Itleir found in Acher's ieachrngs

what erpression does the Divi:re presence sr1iio.lsgsr,*,
lylrlp !:!p rrrx\r. r:!p - So to speak, God says: ,,I am burdened
by My head; I am burdened bylly u.s."r,' llrl uttpil,ll Dx
E'vV'l5q 1p1 lg rygyn xtil - If the uoty One,'ntessedl Ue, is
paiaed so for t,he spilled blood.of the wicked, F,! b! .lph: bp
199-JV ErPlry bp - how much more so is He pJned for the
spilled blood of the righteous!' "rr:

The Gemarer records a dialogue that bears upon the phe-
noruenon of Torah scholars who sour:

::.f:nl .:]? br"<rraq ;rrnpgx - Shmuel once came upoo Rav
Yehudah !:! xpl xpl1 x11ry5 r!5:1 - as [Rav yehui"f j *""
leaning upou the bolt of a doorrralr and crying. ".rr! 1El.{ _
lShrouel.l said to him, nr:? xp rxF t(lfilp _ ;Shrrp 

oor,,*
about 

-what are you cr!'rnd" i1r! r'rl,{ - tR' yeluaatt
replied to hi-mil Il?1? il1? rtn?t lxp x.lpil t)r _ ,,About 

mv
futurel There are several Torah scholars who went .rrr.y, i, tl.i
wtirh is writttrn in Scriprure regarding the brillianr sciolarship
of these Rabbis inconsequential? For it is *ritten:r$ il!f,,
5Pv n:X llE - iYTrere is the one who ean count? Where is thc
on.e who can weigh l , . tr tb, l+ni:r-hf rDb i l l f  _ lyhere is the one
who con count the towers? The verse can be interpreted in
reference to ther Rabbis that stray.ed,r EriltF !rn!E ,,rpp i1:f,,
n-rlntg nlf nrN 5l - Were is the one *ho can- iouni _ fo,

a

ut;f ur1 rp5 - Rr:ish Latish said: tnl:l ntgf( fi:i lxr, ,!.1
a verse that indicated the

upon Elijatr the Prophet. ilt iD,.{ - tRabbah bar Shilal said
to tElijahl. - xrn lr1! Ulrp,:.lrfv xp lxE - ,,Wbat is tbe Holy
0ne, Blessed.is ll[e, doing?,' ntl rE].{ - tElijabl replied ro
hiE, 

. lll:-lil?r5T LrrlFrrb xr,rVE",_.!f p__ ,ltGoal is,r'O"ur,o,
teschings from the mouths of all the Rabbii- ufir,61sp1
tEfP x) rrxD -
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trul! n1ry TDIE - In the case of a Rabbinical student who
etcomrnunicated someone for the sake of his houorr{ri $tit
u:ttt - his ercommunicatiou is a valid excommunication,l2)
xllDT - for it was taught in a Baraisa'ru nlup :11 npp
tu?n! - One wbo is nxcol'otutucATtD To rEE TEAcnER IS
ucbmruMcATED also ro rsE sruDEM. tltx 'rtn?Ef nT:r?
:1! npp - However, one who is ExcoDnfltNIcATED m rtsl
sf,t,I}ENT IS NOT ETCOMMI'MCAIED Ilo TNE TEACHER XN ::?

nfu? ltrt1r1 - Now, in the last case of the Baraisa it is to the

teacher that he is not excommunicated; np4 xplg t!t:! xt1
- this iroplies that he is, however, excommunicated to every'
one elge,l'l rxD? - For what offense was he excommunicated?
r;991 tltntr t$ - [f you say it was one involving a Heavenly

matter,lsl in such a <pse he would be excommunicated to the

teacher as well,r6) " ';1 1t? nVV IXI nlt!{'r pE) nn?n px,, - for

Scripture states:r1r There ia ncither wisilom nor understonding
nor aunsel ogainst Hashem,tsl trp rt4b rxl x!4 - Rather'
is it not so that the student excommunicated this person for the

sake ofhis own honor, and yet the Baraisa rules that the offender

is excommunicated to everyone eise. The Baraisa thus implicitly
pncves that when a fiabbinical student issues an excomrnunica'

tion for his own houor, the excommunication is valid.

Tbe Gemara records a related nrling:
rl9lr r: rET - Rav Yosef said: pgll! r:rtr T:V Il!:E t<?'ltv
- A young rabbinical student may euforce tbe law for

hi56ell{er ;1rf ;prgtrr }.F!tF? - in a matter that is clear to
bin.lrol

The Gemara relates an incident involving the excommunication
of a Torah scholar:

lfglE l(?Jlv t llli1 - 'Ihere was once a certain young rabbinical

stualent FtllVpU $g t\Tl - whose reputation was hateful.iur

n:til! l1 'tES - Rsv Yehudah said to his colleagues: t}':

lTat

'rtfqt? - How shall we act in this matter?, n'nFv? -Ai!
nrf r:riy - That is

hear anything about this type ofdilemma from your teachers?

nrl 'lES - [Rabbsrh] said to [Rav Yehudah] in reply: rb$ ttrl

l:nlr U: - Thus said R'Yochananl lrnlT rxD - Wbat is the

meaning of that which is written'rr{i ng:'trpu''t l,:l UPU'!P,, -

For the lips of the Kohen ahouW eafeguard hnowlcdge, il:ln)
1;1r9p trlplJ - otd [peoplc] ehould aeeh teaching ftom hit

mouth, ,'F!n ntNlY"il !x?n rr - for he is lli]el an ongel of

the God of Hoets? 'il \!?E? 11i,1 nplr Ex - It means that if the
tcacher resembles an angel of Go{tur ltFlg il'Jln lu?fl -

[people] rnay seek Torah instruction from his mouthi rxb px]
- but il uot, !r$L n'llh lra711 f4 - they may not seek Torah

from bis mouth, Rav Yehudah understood from this teaching

that he sbould act boldly. ilJtil ll itrIpt1r - BgIglgIa-R"L
Yebudah excomrnuaicated [the scholar undei suspicion].1t5:
-The 

Gemara rElatesTFe nefp-ail-ofT[e story, which occuned

sometime later:
ltilr! !'t ulnrx qtul - Eveutually Rav Yehudah became ill.

ilr! rbrrg? Ifl: mS - Tbe rabbis came to inquire about him'

rnrl:[t lpt rrn$ Nl{l - and [the excommunicated scholar]

also cane with them.rnr nJt;r'1 :: i.rrllp 1l _ wheu Rav

Yehudah sawhinr, Tr; - [RavYehudah] laughed. ntb .tES

- tThe excom:nunicated scholarl said to [Rav Yehudah]:

x-.l?t r(tilil? n'fPrg1 1t;59tr x9 - It is not enough for you that

you exconmuric,ated that person,{El tl'ltin rbl r;rnt xlS -

but you also laugh mockingly at me?l nt 'lES - [Rav
Yehudahl said to himr 8r1!nF IJtl+ \x! - I am not laughing
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Fulther', I ileem it fit to profece the commeotary on thc r+
spective Edako't t plopcr by somo useful chaptet's, fr.om rvhich
the reader may learu certain basic principles rvh-ich may later
Bcrve &s a key to rvhat I am going to soy in the commoutaly.
I(now, horvevor, tbat the ideas presentcd in thesc chapters ancl
in tho following commentary er.c not of my own invcntion;
neither clid I think out the explauations contained therein,2
but I lrave glea,ued thom from tbe rvords of lhe wise occuniag in
Lhe tr[id,rahim, in the Tdrrud, and iu other of their rvorks,
as well &s frorn the rvords of the philosophers, ancionL and
recent, ond aleo from tho works of various authors,s tu otre
ghould 

"!!E!_j!u 
truth from rvbotevo _sourco it proceeds,r

Eoroelilo€s, ilr"]'-F;a' rtrtom*[ io tuu, woril for woril in
tlie autbor'e olrn lr,nguago, but there is no harr4 in thie, anil
it is not doue rvith the iutentiou of glorifying myself by pre-
seuting &s my own something that was said by others before
me, sinco I liarte just confesseii (my indebtoduegs to otherr),
eveu tbough l do not Bay r,so and so said", which rvould s€-
cessitate usolesr prolixity, Somotimes, toor thc mentioning of
the uaue of thc autirority drawn upon might lead one rvho
lacks insight to beliere that tbo statement quoted is fauliy, aurl
wlong in itself, because ire does not understand it, Therefore,
I profer not to mention ihe outl:ority, for my intontion is oaly
to be of serlicc to tbe reader, aud to elucitlatc for him the

-1 tboughts hidde,n in this tractate. I shall now begin the
' ohopters, whicb,, in accordance rvitb my intentiou, aro io serve

hpra  lc  nn  in f r ,n i rn i inn  wh inh  ic  In  onnc ic t  n f  o ioh t  nLon iem
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The rationales for all these calculations, and the reasons why this number is added, and why that
subtraction is made, and how all these concepts are known, and the proofs for each of these
principles are [the subject] of the wisdom of astronomy and geomerry, concerning u'hich the
Greeks wrote many books.

These texts are presently in the hands of the sages. The texts u,ritten by the Sages of Israel in the
age of the prophets from the tribe of Yissachar have not been transmitted to us. Nevertheless.
since these concepts can be proven in an unshakable manner, leaving no room for question, the
identity of the author, be he a prophet or a gentile, is of no concern, For a matter whose rationale
has been revealed and has proven truthful in an unshakable manner, we do not rely on [thepersonal authority ofl the individual who made these statements or taught these concepis, buion
the proofs he presented and the reasons he rnade known.
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