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R. Akiba said: If you have raised disciples in Your youth, rajse disciples in your olq
age, because you do not know which the Holy Oue, blessed be He, has destined for
You, ’ Whether this or that, or whether they both shajl be alike gooq, R. Akiba hag
twelve thousand disciples from Gabbath to Antipatris, ang all died at ¢he same
period. Why? Because they looked grudgingly on each other. Eventually he raised
seven disciples: R. Meir, R. Judah, R. Jose, R. Simeon, R. Eleazar b, Shamua’, R.
Johanan the Cobbler, and R. Eliezer b. Jacob. Others say: R. Judah, R, Nehemiah,
R. Meir, R. Jose, R. Simeon b, Yohai, R. Hanina b. Hakinai, ang R. Johanan the
Cobbler. Said he: My sons, the previous ones died only becayse they grudged each
other [the knowledge of the Torah; see to it that you do not act thys. They therefore
arose aund filled the whole of Eretz Israel with Torah,
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It was said that R. Akiba had twelve thousand pairs of disciples, from Gabbatha to
Antipatris; and all of them died at the same time because they did not treat each
other with respect. The world remained desolate untjl R. Akiba came to our Masters
in the South and taught the Torah to them. These were R. Meir, R. Judah, R, Jose,
R. Simeon and R. Eleazar b, Shammua; and it was they who revived the Torah at
that time. A Tanna taught: All of them died between Passover and Pentecost. R.
Hama b. Abba or, it might be said, R. Hiyya b. Abin said: Al of them djed a cruel
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Rabbi Joseph ben Moses was born in 1423 in Hoechstadt, Ba\_raria_, He studied under Rabb; Jacob
Weil, Rabbi Judah Mintz, and Rabbi Joseph Colon, although his Principal teacher.was Ral.)bi Israel
Isserlein. R. Joseph's biography of Rabbi Isserlein, Leket Yosher, is a compendium of vignettes,
hotes, customs, responsa, etc., about his beloved teacher. He died ca. 1490.
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Judah b. Samuel, he-Hasid {"the Pious"), the leading figure in the Hasidei Ashkenaz movement, to
whom Eleazar was related, was, however his main teacher in the | i
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Jews they could find outside the synagogue, killing eleven of them. One of the victims, a woman,
preferring death to conversion, the only choice left open by the crusaders, inaugurateq the tradition
of freely accepted martyrdom. Kiddush ha-Shem, martyrdom for the glory of God, thus became the
exemplary answer of Jews threatened in their life and faith by the crusaders. On the 231 of Iyyar
(May 18, 1896) Worms suffered a similar fate, The crusaders first massacred the Jews whq had
remained in their houses, then, eight days later, those who had sought ap illusory refuge in the
bishop's castle. The victims num bered about 8¢0; only a few accepted conversion and Survived, the
great majority choosing to be killed or suicide rather than apostasy. Hearing of the Mmassacre, the
Jews of Mainz asked for the bishop's Protection, paying him 400 Pieces of silver ¢o this end. Whep
the crusaders, led by Emicho, arrived outside the town on the third of Sivan (May 27, 1096), the
burghers hastened to open the gates. The Jews took up arms under the leadership of Kalonymus p.
Meshullam. Weakened through fasting, for they had hoped to avert the disaster thn?ugh exemplary
piety, the Jews had to retreat to the bishop's castle; however the latter could do nothing for them, ag
he himself had to flee before the combined assauit of crusadel:s and burgl.lers. After a brief s.truggle,
a wholesale massacre ensued. More than 1,000 Jews met their deaths, either at. the enemy's hands
or their own. Those who managed to escape were overtaken; almost no one Survived. A comparable
disaster occurred in Cologne, where the community was a-ttacked o_n the sixth of S_::van (May 30,
1096). The bishop dispersed the town's Jews in order to hide them In nearby localities: a¢ Neuss,
Wevelinghofen, Eller, Xanten, Mehr, Kerpen, Geldern, and El_len. The crusadfers located them 'and
a bloodbath followed. At Trier the bishop could not protect l.ns- Jews, as he hlmself.ha.d to go into
hiding, and he consequently advised them fto become Christians. The great Mmajority refused,
preferring suicide. At Regensburg, all the Jews were dragged to the Dapube where they wer.e flung
into the water and forced to accept baptism. At Metz, P.ragt'le, and throughout l?o.hem:a, one
massacre followed another. These came to an end when Emicho's crusaders were decisively halteq
and crushed by the Hungarians, who, incensed by their excesses when they poured through the
country, had risen against them. Seeing in this the hand of God, the Jev.vs promptly sethabout
reconstructing their ruined communities, There had been more than 5,000 v:ctl.ms. Meanwhife, the
crusaders had reached Jerusalem (June 7, 1099), and tlu.a siege had begun. Th? city was captured on
July 15, with God frey entering it through the Jewxsl_l quarter,. where inhabitants qefended
themselves alongside their Muslim neighbors, finally seeking refugc'a in the Synagogues, which were
set on fire by the attackers. A terrible massacre ensued; the Survivors were sold as slaves, some
being later redeemed by Jewish communities in Italy. The Jevfrrsh commtfmty o.f Jerusalem came to
an end and was not reconstituted for many years, but the :Iewmh centers in Galilee went unscathfad.
However, the great community of Ramleh dispersed, as did that of Jaffa, so that overall the Jewish

community in the Holy Land was greatly diminished.



