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1. The halachah instructing us to become intoxicated on
Purim states (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 695:2):
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Most explain this phrase as follows: “A person should
become intoxicated on Purim to the point of no longer
being able to differentiate between ‘Cursed be Haman’ and.

» ‘Blessed be Mordechai.” ”
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PURIM AND ITS PRACTICES / 77
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1. All the rmiracles of Purim occurred through wine parties. At NMOI IDIT VPR M

the beginning of the Megillah, Achashveirosh’s inebriation TV RM91 MDY WIIR 101N RIT INR” :NIMR €3 1) NN RININ
resulted in his calling Vashti to appear at his wine party, 10 NR) PV NIOND POSI ) 1A MITID TIID BN MR 2 YT RYT
which led t6 her ultimate demise (Esther; ch. 1). Esther then ANYWY K98 L1993 1INWNY ¥RT KM :amD R0 P13 w0 v
rose to the throne with a wine party prepared in her honor = TN Y 0D IR P YTV IR nmv 'nnm nm 'ﬂ’m"?n ny
by Achashveirosh (ibid. 2:18). Finally, Haman’s downfall

* came during the wine party thrown by Esther (ibid., ch. 0290 A1 PR "RMga MDY Yo NI9NNY MRS Ywn M MM
7). Chazal instituted the obligation of drinking wine on = 'R ,mMI%N MY DIWW 1M NTI0 N9YR RN ROR ,ANDWA NNNL
Purim to commemorate the great miracle of Purim, which JMDIY 2PN PP 590 NVP PR NN 7ANDYY iNwn 1 DmR MYy’
transpired through wine parties. i1TIPD Y RIN NNYPY L1210 DY Y 103 ANDWY Anvn TIP5 171 RITROR %

properly used or horribly abused. Pirsumei nisa, recalling T2 W 73710 75 10N TR PR YT RO TP R 18T BI0a5 BIR

and publicizing the miracles of Hashem, serves to elevate —— R
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the drinking of wine in this instance, as opposed to the R711 1 minvb 1,13 4 1:',-‘ no wb’}) ikl n‘n";v i m: oz Tl
situatious of Noach and Lot, where the misuse of wine NPV DPPY TWAR YT KT W nR R'D LR AL

brought about disgrace. As evidence of this, the Torah
spells Noach’s name as i), without the letter ), to indicate .

As with=everything Hashem created, wine can_be ; PN — ANNY 195 MYP ROY — naow M = A -I’ﬂ«’,’ﬁm-ﬂ'ﬁm}
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the deficiency of Noach. In contrast, the Megillah spells * ™Y VY yin o n2%nN AN . an Y at An 1125 WH YN ,f(
.the‘Same word.in its full form, with a 3, when it states, RY® nNY 2310 NaYNA YW DYLA NN JITIN AR MR P2 YD R9Y
139wy ny3 w3 M) — “And they [the Jews] rested on the 22YT3 RYD RIN NPTH RY SW Payn 93,790 MY 199 Y 02718 197
fourteenth day [of Adar after fighting their enemies] 3 DTRA NOYAY MM YN M YT K9 DTRY P93 W00 R0 10

(Esther 9:17), since on Purim wine was used appropriately
by the Jews in celebrating Hashem’s miracles.
(Abudraham, Tefillas Purim; Sefer Iturei Torah, ,
* vol. 7, p. 168; A.BS.) DVINRA 10 1170 DI 2012 PIPR AN, TRA NYP “mwad’n pay oy K
23 ,RI0 1927 NOwA PRy 93 nmRoYw n M3 v D
2. Purim and its mitzvos revolve around unifying the Jewish k) 29 (@v nn 1iws ) BWPD 120
mmx5 TV 727 AT MDY ORI 5500 wRnn ®D noY Yv Ponnn

people. Giving gifts to ore another and joining together
in festive meals fosters unity. The idea of drinking winc -mm R9 DAYY 1ADA K9 AT ,0MINVR RS DT 'ux n”ub ,0%n '

;DP9 DYINWI MM ,NYTN TINYa R NPOY Y3 MM YT 1 RIAY
ININNR YT ROY 1Y WY Y 1Y ormR

on Purim is also based on this idea of unity. When people MIR PI YT RYTIY MIDIZ WIPR MY MYV DTS MM .onYY:
drink tegether, they loosen up and barriers between Jew PPN M IYTY RS awa 1 12T NINYh Do Y37 TIA% 0N
and fellow Jew are broken down. % —
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(Manos HaLevi, Esther 9:19; A.PS.)

YV MOw KoY RMIY (1 un) D372 ndmom Xn AT mvn
Moty WweR w2 mngenn 2T PN YOmn 8o, oa A
PR 01 avxm T mptY . Ramn NWYI-Y™T VYrON 19 J07n




-

[=laral~n] 0 aown iR 3121'1

onYona LYan TR ,IWYA WIRY DUPORTY 7o) N7¥ 19703
YIN TRY. W SYOUR nD mNannYY  NThwan mwowsnay”
W7y 7oy 7aRIang nbvnb a1p

‘ QpRINm LMo PR NpaTa ARWIR nnnw annew 7N
DPIIT L0D1n oYYTaNm My mn o T Yo AU
DWo Nnn ORI 3P XIMJTYY Im ovwa onnwia
D3 .MPILNA DIPMINNWYY 073”7 5w WS ,>1anb nvrwn
JPRPINA P17 ,02IAW NIROEHT 1D NPIW2 TIEN 9721, vAawni
MW WNPR M2 ,070 D°pYR DRI DPAINN ROV XOR
237 YY nYaws Mve Yon onInnwy e moml .omby

JIRIIT AP D ONYT NIRWI W

M¥pA MLWR 795MN DIRNDA TWRD LWITPR o'MON ana FAMY
mw v 2w or? Yaxn Sxwrb onb onn Lnvp YX

_jm’:n J1712301 TR Npnnnh

-
r<

VT MO NTIpoa nnnwil anwna

0°7127 9189 TWOKT ,0°N1INa KA 1¥7
‘S“"-—'—_—/\

nnan'n Ypa p'nan Y mT P oo
il il
DWW WA YT WORPIEA TYIN
210N ]WJ‘):I (1 MR VY M MmKn)

w/:

nNYN3 INORT 1700 MR (1,0 In0K)
RAT JRINW 779 N1 JRYRY nn 1N

* IP35AR 2990 191 7199 ANNaY WPy

5PV PO, PMRYR Y3 MY Ar” %)

NY D DTV PIRAY AT 30

0’7107 N1IXN 90 Yy may ,TI'J"?‘:F*

Twnn? 13 1N ;99 nrnaa onv

91591 MW MR 937 11 WA nyvw
T mpwn NRod

o

L

W VWY T PRY P pavh A annw qwyn mwa T
» 1003 ANPW MR VA2 DW Y — .03 NanR Dysw
IR0 nSYRY 919 LNrnwan hivwonnb

‘010 wIrna 9pa prany owa
212 1’0 ANwnaw XImRnn Yo7 Tun
OTIP_1TWXIT, OTR NA7T 3% 19 0TRA

QY2 WYY IR 070 NNRwa 7T 1non-1ebn Xeyo IR
,MBTOND BEMINWYY 1Y YT ’YT 7Y 19w omen
DpYRI nMavy uD avIn Rwn

B
LTRVIT Dwwanta

MP-EY1 NPT DX Y0an 700 ,xuhﬁ
m‘J) Y o 1ra W Y1 LOIRa YW
7‘7n 1 1MYT NPoNY M7 1Y Nrnd

27 pa kA

72%3 0rR nnpwn .

JL” WOl WL v, ﬁmm#

.0"apn 199 nmwna

x"w NPY PN RO JTRY DINR
m: IPRW °n °2 1T NNNN QPN RN
1n yao mrwn aPon. an
™ OPTY RTIA n‘mn mw': maxIna ‘,‘\f
11131 70002 170w RN nny® RYw
2R’ DMRNa 1P onynY W niny

I YT RYT TP LRMIDA MDAT WK
aMnw 1N 97In 12Y% mn MR
K51 NPT Y0W amwn 9y poRn

o' 137 710K | n‘;m ,ama Tany yr
Sy mnn nyTa XY 1Pan oY
DOXNIDN D MmaYnl 0137 NRIN

- ANNWI pny_ Ty 0IR3

an

WO ATY L RIMA PRAD3T NO*WD1

CTIMRY T poIdN "1TA Y ok

RYT TP N3 MI01Y WK 2R
0P 1919992 TP K91 TY wrn YT
YN n nMRa tp) MANR. N3N
Y nInwy XInoarnav (o Sm

CJJJ TTRY NN PY1 LR I ITnn

3 1P mMWYY 19 710X 1DNwaY1 mxy

WY K91 PID® KYW T YIrA ON
790 P90 17 W' OX AR 17N NR
A TR P92 Y901 KD XY,
nUYNn YN 1wl YIrw Hu PIYY

loa

\ g

o8

— 1

MTONN NN TR 1184

B

TR MINAM MR AW AW TWTID @02y’ w 21107 nyte ox

Anmw RY2AS AW A5PIE TT7TY 12 1937 TIOR ANW'? /AN MDY’ 13
D215 NI wwn NSRS XTI NPIDT3 ANBY K91, W1 IR msn 2w
. 17907 R2VW

sasm Y131 - D319 INDID MsY 4

X2W 037 TISTS 7 ,0°MY OWY DAND Y3 P 01NN DR AR ¢ *
»19 0737 TR WWRD ,0IA MRYRY 71D DISIWRT DMK K1 .70 INwR
i_irw ATWYS SYRA DMNDT M DY ,YRD 1pD 1w 773 9nn WK DR

IMRY 1 17 "1 X223 kD Y RIM 9 97 PO *h3 1N LUK M7PY ¢
SURY MYPY PN RY

RN 7777177 ,02R 790 YN RPN YRIW PR KR a50n Yuann Y21 K
hw Phyn p1nh AN YR Dwa WK YOY WBK X WD 27NNm

AR 0 MK MY - D 7 noon”pR n7ow) “NNR YW 15’5& mmv nabn
(R K TR

o3 YHoNnY DUWWIN QPRI ...0113 NIRDAY 10 1PISNWnT ANIRD x$" ¢ (\/
79 N7 0733791 ,79730 DRMPY 177507 NYWA M7p DB 137K ,TORT

2v3 PN MRPT wim onwaon XY DR FR IRWI XYY, 0ITYR 5Y W 0PrYY 027 DYIRI 03 YW X2 191P 7D
DG i

TYNDIN AT Y MIANAD - RTINS MDAy 47 BADT nbstoy by kY WIM K91,12 K3 HRID? YR 7 WK [POVR 09 1073
: ORI DU MWW T AP AN 09 T, P 1372 PV KPR M nova by
.'¥£}3’{’ ORoX N b3) "TREM MR 0 QTP AT 0N DA ¢ e yNwn NP 7ATRR 921,798 I AN Y p1ID? 01X Y97 IMA 4
"’W' IXWW S791° S ORVAD NN DRV XTI DPIDN AANY DNHYT HRY * .o ‘P a7YH) NI pood 53 X7 171 Do, mavwn

SYUTINIR PV INTIVOR )




13

(nms 'bﬁm
XY YAR XD MO WK T
PRIL,RIT 03 TR NTDUNT 1DNYY
P’ D RIW m a1 nay o
NYUYw IR ,Onvir nivay ano1 1wl
nnYy Na7Tw 070 Lyn TSR ANy
9K 73271, 0MIX 130171 °ITIARA NNYN

JAPIVN ANRWR mn A ,nas

.

R'I'l Q™ NRNNNW” : (ym 'mmp o pY) ” " PWYIR” 2T ARNNn Xin

el AL
1nox1 3771 3°2 190 NNED 'mﬂ N '71:7 ’7:7’ ral m'7'71-x:1 hiea x‘7 z:"ﬁs;::i>

NIYEYTIN Y1V MWW P12 '731xw IPTN IPTD 9231 .. INMDW WY I AT
N NPt Y I

82\ INSIDEPURIM
5 “

4. The Yad Efrayim explains that the mitzvah is y7/ X577y —
“[One should become intoxicated] until the point where
he cannot differentiate [between ‘Cursed be Haman and
‘Blessed be Mordechai’],” but no further! In other words,
one should only become intoxicated to the point of, but

r%not including the point of, being unable to differentiate
between 17 MW and *>77 9M3. He explains that the
purpose of drinking on Purim is to bring a person to a
level of happiness where he will praise Hashem for all
the miracles He wrought for us. However, Chazal set a
boundary on drinking, because past that point, instead of
p&mg Hashem, one can come to foolish behavior.

(Yad Efrayim, Orach Chaim 695:2)

5. Many hold that drinking on Purim is a voluntary mitzvah
that is a praiseworthy act, but not an obligation.

See Maharil, Minhagim, Hilchos Purim 10, and Haga-

hos Maiminiyos to Rambam, Zemanim, Hilchos Megillab

2:15, in the name of the Ravyah)

6. Many hold that.getting very drunk is not necessary, and

vjust drirking a bit more than one is accustomed to enables

“oxqe to fulfill the obligation. By drinking on Purim a little
more than one usually does, one is considered insgxicated
for the purpose of the mitzvah. In addition, the Rama~
suggests taking a nap, whereby one’s unconscious state will 2
preclude the differentiation between 1791 and 270 773, _]
thus fulfilling the obligation. These poskim conclude that
each person should do what he feels comfortable with, as_
ong as hlS intention is for the sake of Heaven.

(See Kol Bo, 45; Rama, Orach Chaim 695:2; Biur szlac/mh

Orach Chaim 695:2; Aruch HaShulchan, Orach Chaim 695)
od

However, the phrase can also be read as a personal
requirement RY793 "M03> — “to become intoxicated with

Y Purim itselfl” In other words, on Purim, a person should
become so infused with happiness and excitement for
the Purim miracle, love of Hashem, and all that Purim
tepresents, that he in effect becomes intoxicated with Purim.

In this way, a person will no longer be able to distinguish
the good parts of the story (Mordechai) from the bad parts
(Haman), as he will come to realize that all of the elements

were part of the wondrous miracle. No wire necessary!
(Sefer frurei Torah, vol. 7, p. 146, citing Obr HaNer)
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The joy of Punm is the joy of knowmg that thls world has pur-
pose and desien and is : :

until one cannot discern between blessing Mordechai and cursing

Haman. One who has faith and trust in HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and

realizes that it is He who riins the world, can feel secure even in a
situation where his own lack of control is most apparent, where he

is not even sure what is positive and what is negative. The realization

that the world is not the product of chance and accident, but the

creation of an intelligent G-d who gives it purpose and direction,

gives the Jew a feeling of intense self-worth because he is of supreme
importance in G-d’s plan. -
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The Gemara illustrates the Rabbis’ predicament and their
solution thereof with a parable:

PR¥ 137 mx — R’ Yitzchak said: s 131 %27 ™y — The
scholars of R’ Ami’s academy said: 'pvy Y 1on nab buy
717 — This is analogous to a king’s danghter who smelled
the aroma of a stew seasoped with spices, and developed a
craving for it. %33 % w1 1axn nx — However, if she expresses
her desire for'the food, she suffers disgrace;* A9 w1 mKn Ky
1y¥ ~ if she does not express it, she suffers physical distress.
Siegna 2% 173y 'onnn — Her servants, upon realizing the
princess’ predicament, started to bring her the stew covertly.[
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