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And Hashem took us out of Egypt with a strong hand and
outstretched arm, and with great awe; and with signs, and wi
wonders (Devarim 26:8).
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And Hashem took us out of Egypt — not through an angel, not
through a seraph and not through an agent, but The Holy One, Blessed
is He, in His gloty, by Himself. Thus it says: “I will pass through the
Land of Egypt on that night, and I will strike every firstborn in the
Land of Egypt from man to beast, and against all the gods of Egypt I
will mete out judgments, I am Hashem” (Shemos 12:12). ;
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Let us return to that moment of midnight in Egypt. The
problem with more time in Egypt would not have been the
contaminating effects of Egyptian impurity; that danger had long
since ceased. No, the problem with more time in Egypt would
‘have been more time itself! Let us strive to understand. The
redemption had to occur k'heref ayin, in the blink of an eye because
that alacrity is necessary for an event to remain spiritual. Had we
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left Egypt slowly, naturally, in a relaxed fashion, we would have
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been a natural people! The Jewish nation w: i ;the £
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going out of Egypt, the very first time Hashem spoke to Moshe, at the burnin
bush, He used a different term: nanx nbyx — I will take you up from Egypt.!
The Exodus from Egypt is a process of bringing the Jewish People up to a

categorically higher plane of existence.
Indeed, we find the Exodus of the Jewish People yeferred to as a birth:
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NP N9 N —  Why is the name of Moshe not mentioned in
the entire Haggadah? This is the classic question asked by many of
the commentatdrs, ancient and modern. (See the related discussion
in The Commentators’ Seder, pp. 10-15.) The answer usually
given is that the major theme of the Exodus is that Hashem
redeemed us from Egypt Himself: TNYD N9 »N. Thus, even
though Moshe Rabbenu was d key player in the historical process,
yet on the Seder night we deliberately focus our attention on the
Divine intervention and downplay the human element. However,
some maintain that Moshe’s name is in fact mentioned here, albgit
dndirectly, For his name is formed from an acrostic of the first
letters of the following words from this section: ,TNJ# N9 N
YN — MOYN N IX LIV XD DN :
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homiletically in a different way. The commentators discuss why
_Hashem carried out the tenth plague, the slaying of the firstborn,
Himself. Why did He not send one of His angels of destruction,
122N 29NN, such as He sent to_the people of Assyria? as the
pasuk in N9,0> 2 DN, telis US;LTDNNI Y N INDN NYY.
YN “An angel of the Lord went out and slew one hundred
eighty-five thousand of the camp of Assyria.” The commentators
answer that since Egypt was so polluted with the impurity of
%ideiLry and immorality, even an angel would have been adversely
gffected. Thus Hashem had to carry out this cleansing process

Himself. (See Rav Zadok HaKohen in his sefer DOVYTP INIWY,
p. 46.)
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The first night of Pesach is called “this night” Night sym-
bolizes hester. In the physical sense, night is a time of dark-
Y @%MM@M&MM&ﬁWh
™ shapes and colors. Likewise, th_e__igg_r__mmng,gf,night ds
hester, a state in"which Z-dliness, the inner truth of the world,
is 1mpercept1ble and blurred.

The Seder night is “this night” On the night of yetzias

Mitzrayim, the concealed truth of the world, or the night of

the world, became so clear and visible, that it could almost
be pointed to with a finger: “Look! Everything is G-dliness!
Here is the Creator Who runs the whole world!” In the Hag-
gadah, we read the passuk, “And I will go through the land of

Mitzrayim on_this night and I will strike every firsthorn... I,

Hashem” (Bo 12:12), on which Chazal comment, “I and not

an angel; I and not a saraph, I — Hashem, I 'and no other At

makkas bechoros, the Jews were spiritually redeemed from the

impurity of Mitzrayim. Then it was revealed to the world that
| “I—Hashem” —1I control the world, I and no other — with-

out any blurring or doubt, leaving no option to ascribe any

power in the world to other intermediaries. The Haggadah
comments on' the words “bemora_gadol — with _great. fear”:
This was the revelation of the Shechinah. On this night, the

Shechinah — Hashem’s presence — was revealed and evident
to all (Zohar, Parshas Bo 38). e

Urj Dovid Hamelech writes in Tehillim that Hashem knows
everything and that no one can hide from Him, ever and any-
where: “Even darkness will not be dark for You and night will
be bright as day; as darkness, so is the light” (Tehillim 139). The
inner meaning of this passuk is that even the most innate,
most spiritual level of this world that is concealed from us
as if under the cover of night, is in fact a plain, tangible, and
indisputable reality, “bright as day”

nnn DR MDA Py Meew o
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Chazal say that the words “night will be bright as day”
refer to the night of yetzias Mitzrayim, when the night was as
bright as a day in Tammuz (Zohar, ibid.). Chazal are teaching

us that at yetzias Mitzrayim there was such a clear revelation -

£ G- dlinecs @k@&é&g_}h,sLew@f hight— the concealed truth,
the G-dliness in creatlon—beum re as.clear and perceptlble
‘¢ as the physical, visible reality. The darkness of hester was re-
vealed and became bright as daylight.

The inspiration of that revelation of Divinity returns every
year on the nlght of yetzias Mitzrayim. On every Yom Tov,
Hallel is only recited by day, but on the Seder night, we say
Hallel because this night is considered as day, when G-dly
truth shines bright andc}egl ,

Chazal’s wording'of the question asked at the Seder is
“Mah nishtanah halaylah hazeh —Why is this night different
from all nights?” While on all other nights, Hashem’s exis-
tence is concealed, on this night, G-dliness is revealed to us.

The essence of Seder night is this night, a time of tanglble _

- giluy Shechinah,

- - As we sit around the Seder table recounting the miracles
of yétzias Mitzrayim, we can connect to the wonderful G-dly

revelation, of that time and make Hashem’s existence a basnc
,.) tangible reallty in our hearts.

AT YETZIAS MITZRAYIM, Am Yisrael’s inner identity was re-
vealed and became clear and obvious. The Ari Hakadosh re-
fers to’yetzias Mitzrayim as the birth of the Jewish nation. A
ittle baby who knows almost nothing. knows who his mother,

is. Other people mlght be playing with him, but the minute

e needs something, be it food or a change, he will spontane-
ously leave everyone and run to his mother. Without under-
p standing it in his mind, he instinctively knows that she is the

one to go to. A baby’s connection to his mother Is an integral
part of him from birth. ‘ -

L{g /Our inner identity as Jews — children of
Hashem — becomes clear and tangible to us and every other,
external classification becomes secondary to it. Qur strongest
reality in life is our inherent connection to Hashem.
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