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TIMELESS SEASONS - R. ?\M

One of the umque custons practiced on Seder night is to

display all"our nicest dishes and silver. It is unusual because this

ostentatious act is not permitted during the rest of the year

$0 as to remind us of the destruction of the Beis HaMikdosh.
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- dence of our aristocracy. Others propose that it is a reminder
» %of the 571 v, the great wealth that we took with us when

Why is Pesach different? Some suggest that since Pesach re-
calls the time when we became free from slavery and acquire
the status of noblemen, it is only fitting to exhibit some evi-

we left Egypt.

Perhaps this custom is based on a much deeper concept.
On Pesach we read the section in the Torah that records the :
splitting of the Reed Sea to allow klal Yisroel to pass through
safely before drowning their Egyptianl pursuers. In this con-
nection, the Midrash comments that the sea decided to split
because it saw the Jews coming o3 08n ¥191, and they were
carrying large quantities of riches donated Ly the Egyptians.
Is it not rather strange that the waters shouid divide miracu-

. . . 4 i
lously in deference to a sizeable amount of wealth?

» The mystery. thickens when one reflects upon the well-
known conversation between Hashem and Avrohom Ovinu,
as recorded in Bereishis (15:13-14). Hashem forewarned:
Avrohom that his descendents would be exiled to Egypt and

“
v

there suffer affliction of the worst kind. Hovwever, He prom-
ised that at the time of their redemption, th=y would depart
with great riches in their possession. The ¢bvious question
is, Is gold and silver a compensation for centurizs of physical
torture, butchered children, and national m‘rﬁiiation? What
were Avrohom’s thoughts when, in order 10" soften his an-
guish, he was offered “a golden handshake”:

%The solution to these difficulties lies in . statement made
by our Sages and quoted in the Yalkut{7sshea, ch. 2, 519).
There we read that our ancestors"%véré,uit‘;@eitely redeemed
from Egypt on account of their faith in Hast 2., Bmunah is the
bedrock of our religion — with it we have a future whereas
without it we cannot possibly weather the st-srms of exile and
persecution. In Egypt too, it was the strength of their trust in
Hashem that gained them their freedom,

(& One of the finest and most tangible manifestations of this

indomitable faith lay in the 5vi wi. The Jews were asked by
" God to approach the Egyptians for their gold and silver, which
aiey did. They knew, however, that their former tax masters
would soon regret having surrendered so much wealth and were
beund to pursue them with a vengeance in order to recover it.
" This explains why Moshe Rabbeinu-had to beg the Jews to ?sk
{q?ﬁle bounty (see Rashi on Shemos 11:2) — because by doing
so klal Yisroel put themselves in mortal dan_ger! Nevertheles§,
Lqur ancestors displayed implicit trust in Hashem and took the
911 w1 despite the terrible risk involved (see Shevet Soﬂfer). )

-

It is in this sense that we can,appreciate more profoundly
Hashem’s promise to Avrohom. He pledged that desp1t§ all
the suffering klal Yisroel would endure in Egypt, their spiritual

& of 1 freervedhus 1ct©€%ﬂ Xeddis

core would remain firm. Even after hundreds of years of exﬁ:i:)

sy Groalll b Gapat

wit . dang .
: ; e .

quences involved. In the merit of their emunaki, as evidénce

by this heroic deed, they gained their release from bondage.

them a 9y1 v notwithstanding the dangerous consej:

When, therefore, our ages relafe in the midrash that the

Reed Sea split asunder at the sight of klal Yisroel carrying their
riches, it was not a miracle performed in honour of wealth! It
was a wonder born out of respect for-a nation so imbued with

~ faith that it was prepared to Jeopardise its safety by taking the

21 v1x1 and encouraging pursuit.

%Lkgygj_sg_g‘n_ Seder night, when we ¢ display our nicest dish-
esand silver it is not simply a show of wealth. It is intended to
remind us of that indomitable emunah possessed B);-gﬁ}-é;ées—
tors and illustrated by the episode of the Sv1 gy, It was this
faith, more than anything gk_g, that earned us our ﬁegaom. h
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This also explains why the Torah says, “Lemaan tesaper baznei

[ bincha — You should tell it into the ears of your children” (Shemos
10:2). It has to enter their ears specifically; it has to be tailor-made
to be able to impress them emotionally and intellectually.

The entire Pesach Seder is predicated on this filial responsibility

to pass over the experience rom generation to coming generation.
‘The Ritva in his commen:iry to the Haggadah explains that the

Jorah's presentation of the four sons demonstrates the fact that the

purpose of retelling the ac¢unt of the Exodus is not merely to tell -

what happened, but rather to impress the child with the founda-

tions of belief. The father rust tell it to his child in a manner that_

w1ll communicate these tru-hs and relate to the individual personal-
ity of each child. It should sffect him personally, tailor-made to his
intellect and his emotional personality.
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The first of the Ten Commandments states: “I am Hashem, your
God, Who ook you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery.”" Rabbeinu Asher, known as the Rosh, wrote in Orhot
Hayyim that believing only in the first part of the verse — that Hashem
not. enough A Jew must also believe in the

created the world ~.i
continuation pf o Ve that Hashem beok - w’@m—of Fevrt, Wi
this belief in ..ushgahah pra
the world - our beh

~~ This explalns why so much of our religion is based on the historical

‘that Hashem is actlrvely invoived in
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fact that we came out of Egypt. Otherwise, the emphasis would seem
strange Every Kiddush we make includes the words “in
remembrance of the exodus from Egypt.” A person could say, “It
really happened, but that was a long time ago. True, we were slaves
in Egypt, Hashem took us out, and we came to our land — but why
talk about it now?” However, as the Rosh tells us, all the wondrous
events of the Exodus — the fact that Hashem changed the course of
nature, that He made miracles, that He brought ten plagues on the
st_cﬁrect' involvement in the

Egyptians
world.

In taking us »ut of the Egyptian slavery, Hashem made = clear
statement: There is a purpose to creation, and that purpose is the
,M
Jewish Qg’bp‘lgz who are meant to keep the Torah — and | am involved
in everything that takes place.

x Every single thing that happens in our lives is hashgahah pratit. As
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ouf sages say, “A person doesn't bang his finger below withodt it

 being decreed from Above.”**!

|-

12 mwy1 371 TN PYOD Y (D01 RAYIAI XN KA1 DTWA TR) VIR T .
ANRA PN TR OMIH NRURIIT W 0NN NPan. 091 AP3 AT, 509000 mmp oy
BTV S7pARA MY OEB %3 LC@bwn THY WAR DTN T N [ bv1,Tian ab
onRsM onyT 731 ONPA WM an 0wl MR Manxa SonnT 0010 mam “-mw)

Y51 nTaw3 hexw SSon Nnm DWYT NI T Y XIM .BA™R OTPY DMawRm
AN AW MANRA G20 ON3 M T 99 INYAN DT MEIET WX R 1P
70 NRY YRY pT PR W 3T D,MINPI KN LSER X 05T YIS ,q031 NTple
ARTA DT LSMT DR OYRRTM WK 0 n"nv 51 TR P1OIRDN WD ponos
VT ,oxy. Hbysn TYm T (X LKD) QU0 RIPRD 120 Y113 AAAKT AR LITPD 1 XIPY

Dpmn NP O

MY Py, TR n wmaws obwn ThY IPAX DIIAR MR JDTTA WIDID. WENen
Wy oAy a7apn 1 wx B ahwab e ’% mbaa hxw wpnwe SR xnn
W O wIDNa XY D IR Mama SRS 7300 PIOM WY 13m L, 12omix

~ 7% I3 VP DYWI wrw Dy Py Y33 23, own movip myiEtn Y3 wexvw,

DOWIR VPWRT AWITR MIRIRNT 23 03? PRw™ LMD DR s anxy pavs ,erp
o en mw MY }53 XMW ,SPTIA NPNaa_mbwsnna Tom. Aank. b 1om
. 19N NAKI TONT ¥ .AWITRA MBWSN MR L, 1aNKY Ton embwi vy AR omak.

Ton7 OnY 0 A ‘M Low IR 0 TR, XYY 137R% 7173pR MR 1Dwn) 5MIsna
"R Y PMAY> manx 1”11:7: Ton 2 nIT WX W3 W onwh mm nankm
- A ama




- 1%

I7NY DIPID VNN MY SNy '§1'7W nos ._____ij'l:"n:
o ma

DT WMIR DY DIONA 15 OR [ 7 210 I Thvea p1 ubap - -
: « T 2900 0 YR MY 7Y w3 vaw w phn g1 by ame b o mm 9

, "’—"R D2 RNWYI 722 71731 NNW IR DMIR 2NMn
D2 AW N PYAna ,0MEma Ahna bxwe oy Yo mrvenn DR 13 AN XY T 135 3 Yax mvwe
DNTY NYYI 72 7173 noYy why AIRXDI TP N 13 Sran bR ?'.-?7-3;‘5,,,,,-, ’3 nYuon AN .pbn 71 5y ; 711,)1
LIS 0™pn 1N DIBK MY DX '71xw‘7 unxn mx '7: '7:7 Relgkisn! - w-mn-xb *-n-v vR 5: baon ona WK
N7 DR ,0MIED m‘n: §§m N DR ?"’-n'w' N DPRI DRA X ' -"'1‘”’ yur: pramraw N"*‘ 4”7” 7 "?"33 '“”'"'l

vx‘? K2 W 11::»1-1 Ton nx >y nx'l -17;1'73 70UD KR,

WNA "YW ,XANYT RATWNR Y pYn A1 "nab
N73pn DY WPY NIRT PR - M MINNAn AWIN 23 w-r-m-x'ﬂ [7‘7n 1 mnsb MRY WY
’ »rw s Ol kel menx non X nop Yooy
15K 7 T’:pﬂw ..‘IJ'IR'I o '7-m:x anw el
oYPWn onva Ty 5x~nvv o3 3 uRI
a7 YW M3 M L, 0TR man T Mppn Apda mara b e N'?:! 737K naven W wwx JSIRDIW WYY v B3

3P DY WPNAY MAIWORM 1WSR NR ™ N3IX NP3 MOBY 12 A 23nb MY ow
- ' ) “mon 73R Y m’?'r nna e ‘7”7:: $x1w’$
(VR YTI Y K7 1SRG DY Wwpa nTRY WS % vw 2T o >tk ¥ phn 1 "M wInATy MT WK

'fl’l’,,ﬂ xR ‘7"7 wpd ox mywsh [omy mex ven S5 mwTnnne

R ” v
Q0 waw) ™0 PR v Swn Yy ma 0wt T hhw ~J 13 7930 130 7Y 130 KX DTN, T8 S0IHY
'ITJ 'T'(D'In "73: w‘(nﬂ?) 1'7"1'[ 'ﬂ'\:'{R '7'” § ®

N2 DR wonn RN pA DpRd Msnpw Awe RO npy ey
I 3 13 RBNT w1 amw: o1 Yy n:nx XWX 13 pvpnm '1'7"7-1
o oxA pr1ab I Ry ’p PRITR) "MRDY W 0¥pn RIT M TIRIIV Y3 KITW YT WLIIID PUAIN TR
oA nx apaY 1vavw »7y opra TWWPRY MW W ORI ,DWRND DNV WD WINNN_(3p) @Ana R owRI3
Jane R WRIY 7 WID (37077 Dwa prIIa W)

M3 VINNP DU eI R own I’?Y?)
173pR Pa% W2 519000 anRnn mRew WY mnv oIx nray~/
‘7110?} TTY By v mw*rnm-r X1 12 rmv'm

.-:”:,7'7 TPRNE NP ONW N YY NIDT RIT 0MEBA PHY On T
nweb ayw an .awn ~1E0 MR avha wInna
27772pY RN AWM MR N :
r:y by mmMmnb %t oapm a3 Swvpn

*hir wr 91> onaw omwa mwn nwz-rm'vx-x“<
4 4
PRRUPI 210 DIV 0A mrviv LOPHIT PN WM Phn g7 mne» wnnab

WK NRT STIPT WMWY N T R0 2D Som IR 5 LYY nerm
) 2 N aRen nR

%7 R5 0w 0 ORLD .DPWY 1N DMIZNT TAY ORD DR DN ’ :
Dﬂ"T'?'; R THOwAY W pMEPIw Ren ) 79I .0MRnn DRy ‘C‘
mon 1'?3,7 DMIZHI 720 7N DR AMINRG WY XYR RS 7R
(. PWRI) “DMED PIRD 0 1397 ,T129% @252 v kY SR om

‘ YW amwa Y1 by xmex nen 191X

:00¥YY 12WN 07 1IN D8RR 0 0TI 10 07 NP KD a © RPID (:719 ©°nod) 27 b a1 1vha onnw
"2 OV TP NRYD 1DWn XY DR YT PRYS N3 KR Lp %h 2w B0 IV prI LRIPR VP XYM xnop
W R T YW MDA E7aph a9 onb A xYw o 2R P97 (WX manb NN oY AN 9 TWK) BoY

013 RAYW 31, " ;
,D7IXB0 XYY I3 173p% A2wn anY anvaw IR P ,avapy noown 1 % S0 T M0 NI 3 2p *3n A3 W
WHwY AT 1Y wRY 7H xobpn b P
SYRIWY DY WYN IRY b

*IPB IR N2 WNWA XPT T ’XNAWT XMDY
nnRw et PRW 3mD YUPIRR MTom
y " A v vy m 5o am avba s 575 avawn

: oarbys nos 770 '7"7::—‘ VW anpwn Y
, T ABWRA AT KM MR AR 1y o nnnnm
17 M >33 IMEn 95 B Wwp IR oY nRY 73PN 73 WP oYy 13% ¥ Py D A1 ayom mwn 9o
0?15 AP MY ava o1 omk1 nh MR ooran ovd cnvbowed QN2 0yA PRI P Y m 03 9o ”"’m“{
nBwY m 7o T W MBK - ANEwRR Mwp 5% MMvh vv mwan 3" PrI MWRED ,ANTa YR Anewn N

PRONNTWI PRIRY WK X"DW YT TN
. D90 anawn »n ]S 2a5nn nya o My om R
01 D2WR N ! 1 i oY1 PRT M 2% W TR Ak onb abiw

JEDR 77¥R XN am 0703 07,0910 bysd ,amnn mmen an IR K 1 0MZDD 373N KRBT KYBYR” IR, Yuwh 1o
PRIV NIY WHM DMWY INRY DX WARY? RN PRIV NYIV 10 X7 e Annw ot mr 10 owm g wea ma
*3 ,0°50N RY X°7 .73 D10 MaY AW NyaLA DR TORY WKL 19N nnRw N3 m"; N7 oyn Avad Yym 13 v
D°OMRA “N22 HXIW° PM nODN N3 %) ,POVTR
1R W R 73R Y anwn DRvas nyavn =

(0 TR0 Y Ywonh xnw 3; i i ™ K32 VIR [ T0RE A3 raph
R2WNT 2NIRDTY ¥R 1127 7300 173m WYOK mw 20 3 2NN MY i L AL

JWRD WIIN® 215730 ,773p7 (3,3 TRTY) TV 0N T2 Mo R

2> Twnb ohwn 75 Yy AR Yw YW Bwn RIT X NEn ovHOIR UK

082 210 IR WYY A¥BWA ANIR NINN MW Mavd .mwn

127p Sv oMYA - Ienn an




XS

™p

~

g67n

23

TONEDY nopn DR A ey

.
5 A eva s

rinb

et A N
? ay

a;mabm
w5 e )

DINT MY amby ovavean 1 0M3 - naanm 51 nmss mmn DR Yy LS

TN 235 M Aews rwn e Taph
WRY WO N Ty e e e
PR TBN DN T oM - wmas

MW NN I AT Snnnby o mswd o
! 525 Worty WY v
T e e SHonne” e e

_PYDD 3o v ohiby #o ohbao vy
pbSs Wit op S W 3

AT M Sy voy bas5 T
AW M A ey 59 e v
T ohn Y™ ouxdon Pl

AT VT AR S P M o oN San A" T Aman

oDPY "D Bt 197 3 /5 vsp bkt R elob)s)

T Y BNR NIPN KD DpenY ooNpn Nob R P D'YN iy by Sams

WD 303 ppod pEd voweyrs vmp
T30 "0 B % 2 oF ph W o s :
vhE o op 73 B ohw T Dpun

W2 a0 wpnn %03 weay men v men

S % ’5‘;: 70 1O AP i T Mo b s S e s Y
BRI 55 ANy s T 550 T58 TR TP S o o J

2 MY ot P Ansd

1265 BE o 0 w3 Mo o ommb
vh Y T opiw S bvzapn v
/0 ov M6 w3 Emp o Yy oddon )

. % nfens TR A oe

LN ]

24

D" 973D ,073p2 35 1E oovdy Bapy 7
98D B70 b7 Ye NP7 pys body wE
20 B bb W0 an 7om5n 1o6n TobsD
OPYY T30 "D OE 0 0P b o
q9b % ,o°ns) ahba H1p 11 adka ohy Ty
pba M0 33b ,pwas ov7Ep Pred e

wpa% b e Onom mwm men Ainn DOIRY npa 0 pm ey b Aoy

MBS MRS MDBD DTWY 537 (b M%) Nvan moW Y 3n3 omasd Tomsy
Nom Yorm ey vy ok AN o Sw \ n:
TR 1pRo M momr oy S pe
MIEMSN W WM TMOMET M i mhpn mpmws mapnb nmms) b

WS 5p w v ey na
Mopnd e temb e e oow ;

Jopn lnrmiw’; PI3T A0 mnm Zmabwn et meemen AT

ul

Bo on LBy phdy Ao 1 DIV 4,

PII A0 NS NONDE MXD MOWN MR S 5 omw s 5n Sy osme

00 b3 B0 W Ohw pryp

D -y b (% onop) 5Mm ned by nwr emoy wn

20 W e 8 owpany e 5 by owen B P wnT

AT 2MET Yoy

wpon

2951 WM DM3TA 55 Sy ovwn PP (Y M a"wan) SN meen

"5 s usd b Yy Now mwn Sam mosmn nmbpmb

2o Grontcdodrs lesichhe - Sedor

Himself that this promise might not be fulﬁlledb‘sinoe when the
Egyptian army was lost in the Sea the spoils they received there,
0’ N, were many times greater than the few gold and silver
vessels they had borrowed from their neighbors earlier? This
gathering of the spoils of the Sea constituted the real 211y vidM.
What was the need, then, for the earlier concern? The Gra answers
that Hashem was concerned that the promise of redemption with

frocess. But the question remains why the later acquisition i
9Y1) w157 was not suificient. ‘
We might suggest an answer based on an insight of Rav Yosef
Dqyv . Soloveitchik as to what the “great wealth” actually
consisted of. Hashem assured Avraham that when Bnei Yisrael
left Egypt they would not leave their state of bondage in the
same degrading way that other slaves are freed. An ordinary
slave is looked down upon in the eyes of, his master, and even if
he_is eventually freed, he will be sent away in a di
manner, accompanied perhaps by a few patting insults. Thus the

~hould lg;fullﬁlwled at the very start of the redemption

ectful .y

slave would leave his state of bondage with a low self-image and
very little self-respect. It was only the Torah which later
introduced the concept of freeing one’s slaves with dignity,

including giving them gifts and compensation and leaving them
with a sense of gratitude for past services rendered, npvi.
Indeed, Hashem promised Avraham that when the time came,
1 Baei Yisrael would leave Egypt with a sens: of dignity and

A self-worth. In fact, just before they leave Egypt the Torah tells us

that Hashem assured them that they would “find favor in the

. eyes of the people”. (Shemos 11:3): *»»ya DyN N INX ' N

©>81n. They were no longer looked down upon, and even

Moshe himself was held in high esteem by the people of Egypt.

§ ,Thus, the promise of 5173 w121 entailed not only great material

é@l‘fﬁ,' but also that they would leave Egypt with their heads
heid high, with self respect and honor.  —— :
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b 03b NP DX PIXA DINK MR WK DR 'K '] am Hashem your
God who took you out of the Land of Egypt, to be to you as a God.”
In other words; the reason Hashem took us out of Egypt is in order that -

MIN 717 DT HY 200 1M 390 DINI 0951 0y ALY 1Ton BINAYS
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He will be our God and that we will be His People. The culmination of the NY KN 1OND 1’33” TN NN TTX 29N NN NT 532 099 D180 NN
Exodus was our acceptance of Hashem’s sovereignty over us, and ¥eceiving 79 1% 183 1 NPT A NN Y9 373) Ny A0 B3 Maywn nny

His Torah with a full commitment to live by its Divine instructions.

the purpose of the original Exodus itself. The overwhelming feelings of grat-
itude that are the result of telling the story as if we came out of Egypt must
find realization in our own renewed acceptance of Hashem’s Torah.
How do our feelings of gratitude lead to a renewed acceptance of Torah?
On a simple level, as a result of our appresiation of Hashem’s kindness,
“we agree to reciprocate and accept His commandments. ‘
On a deeper level, by reflecting on the ultimate kindness that Hashem
hestowed on us by delivering us from Egypt, we come to appreciate that He
has our ultimate well-being at heart, and wants nothing more than what is
best for us. That being the case, if He led us from Egypt to Mount Sinai and
%ave us His Torah, it must follow that embracing the Torah and adhering to
its precepts constitutes for us the ultimate way of living. Having established
through the Exodus that Hashem wants us to succeed and thrive as a People,
we will naturally respond by wholeheartedly accepting the path towards that
success that He has chayted for us in His Torah. 3 ?
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