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3) Parker Palmer, The Courage to Teach, p. 48

“It is not unusual to see faculty in midcareer don the armor of cynicism against students, education and
any sign of hope. It is the cynicism that comes when the high hopes one once had for teaching have been
dashed by experience — or by the failure to interpret ones’ experience accurately. | am always impressed
by the intensity of this cynicism, for behind it | feel the intensity of the hopes that brought these faculty
into teaching . Perhaps those hopes can be rekindled, because the intensity is still there. Rightly
understood, this sort of cynicism may contain the seeds of its own renewal.”
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13) P. Palmer, The Courage to Teach, p. 58-59

“In the human psyche, apparent opposites chase each other around in circles all the time; love and hate,
laughter and tears, fear and desire. Our intense fear of connectedness, and the challenges it brings, is
pursued by an equally intense desire for connectedness, and the comforts it offers. For all the fearful
efforts we make to protect ourselves by disconnecting, the human soul yearns eternally for connection...”
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16) P. Palmer, The Courage to Teach, p. 58-59

“Mentors and apprentices are partners in an ancient human dance, and one of teaching's great
rewards is the daily chance it gives us to get back on the dance floor. It is the dance of the
spiraling generations, in which the old empower the young with their experience and the young
empower the old with new life, reweaving the fabric of the human community as they touch and
turn.”

17) Parker Palmer, The Courage to Teach, p. 71-72

“Every gift a person possesses goes hand in hand with a liability. Every strength is also a weakness, a
limitation, a dimension of identity that serves me and others well under some circumstances but not all the
time. What are we to do with the limits we find on the flip side of our gifts? The point is not to “get
fixed”, but to gain deeper understanding of the paradox of gifts and limits...My gift as a teacher is my
ability to dance with my students, to co-create with them a context in which all of us can teach and learn,
and that this gift works as long as I stay open and trusting and hopeful about who my students are.”
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