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«§ The ninth plague: Rarkness. Like the third and the sixth

10 /2125
: plagues; this wag the €nd of. aset-of three, so it-was not

21 HASHEM-said- to Moses, “Stretch fort'vyour hand toward the:heavens, and: there shall be
wkness upon the land of Egypt, and the 1arkness will be tangible’*22 Moses stretched forth his
ind toward the heavens and there was a thick darkness throughout the-land of Eqypt for a
ree-dayj period.:® No man could see h:s brother nor could anyone rise from his place for a
ree-day period; but for all the Childrer: of Israel there was.light in their dwellings.
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oW 1117 inixa — There were among Israel of that generation wicked

Why did He bring the plague of darkness against them?  5x707 myw

preceded by a warning.

The.darkness.during the day was darker than that of a
normal night, and at night it became even more. intense.
After the first three days of the plague, the darkness entered
a new; stage; it was so thlck that the Egyptians could not .
evenmove(Rashi). There were two reasons for the darkness

S ~(a) Among the Jews; there were people who did not deserve \>
- to be freed [because they were so assxmﬂated into Egyptian ¢ S
culture that-there"was no hope for' them-to return to the
covenant: of Israel] and who:were to.di¢.-God provided:the
darkness so that the Egyptians would not see their death and
claim that the plagues affected: Jews.and Egyptians alike;

individuals v &%) {(b)-the darkness provided ‘an opportunity. for.the Jews:to

nxyY oy — who did not wish to depart from Egypt,
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and they died circulate in the Egyptian homesitodetermine the'location of
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#'mib3 313 8 oMK ~ and [the Egyptians] would say, “We possess nothing,”

[

during the three days of gloom. Bnbsna Dwiyn IR XY 13 — This happened so that the
Egyptians should not mtness then- downfall ning n’p‘l‘: o X YKy — and say, “They, too,
are being smitten as we are.”> D93 NX X7 bR weny 1wy — Furthermore, during those
days the Israelites sought out and saw [the Egyptlans] vessels. T obxiv PITLIRYIEN
When they subsequently departed and asked [the Egyptians] for vessels to take with them »m
< PRI MR D)
2R m':vs ipp31 Anaa — [an Israelite] would say to him, “I saw it in your honse. It is in this and \
this place.”?

‘valuables that they would later ask'to borrow (Rashi). Later,
when the Egyptians realized that the Jews had been in their

- homes and had the opportunity.to loot.at-will, but had:not

ne so, Israel earned.esteem in the eyes of the Egyptians

“(Mechita, 12:36).
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. 1. The first three-day period of darkness was sufficient for
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this purpose (Gur Aryeh). See Rashi below 13:18, s.v.,
Lwnm.
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9. Shemos Rabbah 14:3; Tanchuma 3. For the Israelites to

"be able to search the houses of the Egyptians, the addi-
tional three days of dense darkness that restricted move-

ment was necessary. Otherwise, the Egyptians might =

have locked their doors, or detected :nd caught the Is-
raelites while they were searching the houses (Gur

Aryeh).
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1.qwn wnn — And the darkness will be tangible. Rashi quotes the Midrashic
iterpretation that the darkness was so thick it had substance “and could be

aick layer of cloud in which any man-made light was e‘)—(t«in_guished. The

pocryphal book, Wisdom of Solomon (ch. 17), eloquently describes the
>rment, anguish and danger brought on by the plague of darkness, which -
pread gloomy night over the Egyptians while the Israelites were basking in
azzling light.
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| regards the nature of the darkness in a somewhat different way.
izes its negative character [the absence of light]. As a_consequence,
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e darkness was neither thick nor palpable. This theory is based on the

rgument between R’ Yehudah and R’ Nechemiah in the Midrash

shemos Rabbah). The former teaches that the darkness originated in the/ ¥
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elestial spheres. Of this darkness it was said He made darkness Hi gS
idden place, His pavilion around Him (Psalms 18:12). R’ Nechemiah con-; ~

:nds that on the contrary, the darkness came from the regions of Gehinnom,
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s alluded to in the Book of Jo
ind of darkness and the shadows of death (10:21)._ Maharal explains' that

: Before I go, without hope of return, to the

1.the view of R’ Yehudah, the darkness corresponded to the state of

othingness which preceded Creation, and it originated from'a source of purity.

wccording to R’ Nechemiah, however, the wicked are unworthy of being

)

ffected by something from such a pure source; instead, the darkness was an /

ncovering of the shades of death as the horrors of punishment were.

nleashed.
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A cursory reading of these words might lead us to surm#e that the N‘75"‘ mx‘x‘) NMWBK 'R 21907 MWK PRW enn Sw ayn mmm ST K

lague of darkness lasted for only threegays. However, the Sages tell us - XoDY
hat in fact the plague lasted for six days. During the first three days £ 3 :
there was an opaque darkness” that prevented Egyptians from seeing’ = =

1 T p
yne another; then there followed three more days during which the TN e TTOT TNEN aiM @ Y "5
larkness intensifie&to the point where “no one rose from his place.” : » 17

*hus, according to the Sages the plague comprised two distinct phases:
s = IR Y 17 DWE B
irst Godwithheld light frem the Egyptians, preventing them from see- > ') DOW TUW PR3 p1 K9 SX707) kN v Toin nama 122

s s E)
ng, then He in some way magnified the darkness and rendered them' T8 ) YITIN 27N D8y TR ORY M 12 DINY Dipn S22 8YR
mmobile (Shemos Rabbah 14:3).

Yet darkness is not a known cause of physical paralysis. Was the  ypanaw nn 15 PRm D39 TR 797 DI " IV DIPH Y9 [/ onmavingy
gyptians’ inability to move a purely miraculous phenomenon, or was ‘
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In relating the works of the six days of Creation, the Torah follows b0 nK PI1 3T MR NS TR TIIT 905 17 proan mm &
a definite pattern: first the Torah names that which is to be created, and 7M1 73PN 10711807 TN NN AR NN T 10 (IR 1, eIem amnn
then it concludes, “and it was so.” The only exception to this pattern SN D DNINN SV DIPYY DR PYNN RN ,DMYn n morm Yo e
occurred in the creation of light — in this instance the Torah states, “Let ‘ 19 Mo Dnneb nnw DI T NR OF 70 SR 9115 1y
light, and there was light” (Bereishis 1:3), and not, “Let there -
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The commentators explain that the light to which the Torah refers < 29 DIPRNYY DN 1T TON A M0 ,INAD 4NN D290 SR S99
is not the daytime light we are accustomed to, but rather a supema‘i‘ 912 n K9 20vm WY Ny RY TOWN - DR TOIM mN ORI
light that is of an exclusively spiritual nature. The Sages say that affer
He created this supernal light, God concealed it in order to prev,ent the / 1207 X9 Danrn ‘:3 IR PNY MY manm menn ,amnn 13 .r.,m,n,
wicked from misusing it and stored it away for the righteous to enjoy in oy .

\ a purpose, S
the distant future. Since God created this light it must serve 2 PUIDOSE; ) ayieny oan n*apn 303 K135 PIYS 1 07N DY RIPR)

why, then, did God conceal it2: e Y = '
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Our Sages have explained that everything that exists in this-world i M v @

l@s a parallel form in a higher dimension. Thus every entity has botha .327 ,7MN MR MY :nowan NRIPY WOV MdN NYnY e Sk
physical mamfestatlog and a spiritual manifestation. Bound as we are 110 nnvn WYY IRD IRIW PP PR WTINR OPY IR DINI0L 7197 PO
by our human limitations, we may not be aware of the spiritual aspects - - AR TINNR MR O
of various material phenomena, but.those to whom God grants a sve- Q\S ’ = :
[cial awareness are cognizant of their existence. Light as we know it is ¢
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merely the corporeal manifestation of a hlgher, more abstract essencee As the Torah relates, the Egyptians weré more than willing to com-
e — —
)mown as “truth.” In the upper realms, light manifests itself as truth, ) ply with the Jews’ request that they lend them their viluable objects. In .

whil¢ in-our lower domain, it manifests itself as electromagnetic radla-j( mgny cases, though they did not réhlize that they possesse!?vast trea-
‘. tion.yisible to the human eye. The higher manifestation of light —- sures, buried in their fields. Their ancestors had concealed these for-
“truth” — is the supernal light God concealed during the process of tunes in the heyday of Egyptian prosperity, when all the nations of the
Creation. B - world had been forced to buy provisions from Yosef. The descendants of

During the plague of darkness, the Jews were granted the use of the these prosperous Egyptians eventually lost track of the exact locations
supernal light in poreal dimension, resulting in a supernatural of the buried treasures, and as time wore on, the very existence of such

ability to discern tha t which was hidden from the eyes of the Egyptians. treasures was in question. By Moshe’s generation, accounts of the bur-
" ied treasure had taken on a mythical aura, and Egyptians no longer gave
L} any serious thought to the treasures.

This idea is derived from the verse “But the children of Israel had light .
.4 inthe areas where they lived” — here the word light refers to the super-
* nal light God had stored away for the righteous. With this light, they
were able to discern the location of hidden valuables that the Egyptians
themselves did not know they owned.




%,,
) %Vith this approach, there is no contradiction between the Torah’s
account and that of the Midrash. The Egyptians were willing to give
their valuables to the Jews, but they were not always aware that they
owned such objects. With the vision they had gained through the su-
pernal light, Jews could saf®to their Egyptian neighbors, “Of course you
have valuables. Go to the edge of your field, walk three hundred feet
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east, dig three meters down, and there ydu’ll find them!” To the Eggfp-
tians’ amazement, the treasures were hidden exactly where their Jewish
neighbors had directed them.

M Just as light is a worldly manifestation of clarity and truth, dark-
ness is an extension of confusion and a distorted view of reality. Dark-
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ness represents a state of indéci‘sion and inner turmoil, in which even
simple, everyday activities become impossible, for they all require an el-
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.ement of clarity. When man is overwhelmed by self-doubt and confu-
sion, he loses the ability to make decisions and to act. Such indeciswn/
‘leaves him functionally impaired, and for all intents and purposes, ren-

ders him a cripple. -

This is the meaning of the Torah'’s description of darkness that be-

came tangible — God cast a dark cloud of confusion over the Egyptlan
people which was SO mtense as to render them physically immobile. In
contrast, the jews expenenced the supemal light of Creatlon _which
raised them to an exalted state of awareness. gﬁ,
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