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Steven Fine

On the Shape of the Menorah: from Bezalel ben Uri to Menachem Mendel Schneerson

Exodus 25--
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Moses Maimonides, Commentary on the Mishnah, tr. Y. Kapah (Jerusalem, 1964)
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Moses Mendelssohn, Sefer Netivot ha-Shalom, (Berlin, 1780-83) to Ex. 25:40--

T3 ARTD ADRCWE DITIING AN DR “And see that you make them after
the pattern for them, which is being shown you on the mountain” (RSV):
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And know that in the city of Rome, among the ruins that remain
from palaces and castles there still remains to this day remains
of a magnificent building of marble that they erected in honor
of Titus and Vespasian called the Arco di Tite (Triumph bogen
dem Titus). Recognizable there are the bas reliefs of the Temple
vessels that the enemy brought with him from the capture of
Jerusalem—when he returned from having destroyed the house
of our God—and among them the image of the menorah is eas-
ily recognizable to this very day. However, it appears from the
books in which they copied there those images, they cannot be
trusted at all. It is possible that the stone carver had no intention
to copy them exactly—especially as the building was apparently
not constructed until after the death of Titus. It is possible that
he did not place the vessels themselves before his eyes when he
carved them, and was not careful to make them appropriately.
It is true that they took the vessels of the house of our God to
Rome, and hid them there in their treasury—as our Sages, of
Blessed Memory, remember in [Babylonian Talmud tractate]
Me‘ilah (14b)." and there Rabbi Eliezer son of Rabbi Yose,
who lived a tew years after the destruction [of the Temple], the
[priestly] frontispiece [sig] and the curtain [parokhet] (Me'ilah,
ad lec,, Shabbat 63b, Yoma 47a, Sukkah sb) and the end of the
last chapter of the Fathers According to Rabbi Nathan [version A,
chapter 41, p. 131] says that "the grinding tool of the house of
Avtinas and the table and the menorah and the curtain and the
frontispiece are still stored in Rome.”



R. Isaac ha-Levi Herzog, 1954:
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R. Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Hanukkah, 1987:

On the “triumphal arch”™ that they buile in Rome and named for
Titus, may his name be blotted out, after his victory over Jerusalem,
there is carved [the image of] 2 menorah, and there are those who say
thar this is the image of the menorah of the Temple. The menorah is
portrayed there such that the six branches rise [from the central
stem] in a half eircle. . . . One can say, simply, that the menorah that
is carved on the arch is not the image of the menorah of the Temple.
As we see in this portrayal, a number of its details do not comport
with the structure of the menorah of the Temple—to the point that
the “menorah™ on the Arch of Titus is decorated with a dragon. There-
fore, it is logical to say that the menorah which is on the arch is cer-
tainly not the menorah of the Temple, but some other menorah that
has some similarity to the Temple menorah. Since the menorah in

the Temple was very significant even to idolaters—for the purposes
of their idolarrous practice (which is the explanation for the addition
of the image of the dragon, which is idolatrous)—rthe image on the
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Gershon Mendel Garelik, Rome, 2014, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U6Ey7z7-UKS :

Dear children, dear children [Einderfakl, kinderlabh): The true me-
norah is like this one [he holds up a Chabad menorah]. And the me-
norah that hangs there [pointing to the spoils panel] is a complete
lie, a L‘um]:rlf:tt lie [r&rge‘r gs:mnr]. It is only because that was a time of
destruction, and they drove everyone crazy and they murdered mil-
lions of Jews, that they could take a falschood [that is, a false menorah]
and say that this is the [true] menorah. This [|'|u|ding up the Chabad
menorah] is the true menorah, The true menorah never came w Rome,
It took hundreds of years and they [the “crazy” gentiles] killed millions
of Jews. We [Chabad] hold this menorah, the true menorah; for it was
on this kind of menorah thar the Rebbe blessed the [Hanukkah] can-
dles [bentsht likhs]. [ Today] no one persecutes [bothers] us—for now is

the end of the final exile.™


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U6Ey7z7-UK8
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